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RAMBLER 


Numb 14I Tpesdai, July z3, 17SI 


Jltlartsque, tamennmponderefVirtvs St\t 
Greatness with esse and gay seventj 

To the RAMBLER 


SIR, 

P OLITICIAN'S have loDg observed, that the 
greatest events may be often tiaced back to 
sJender causes I^etty competJtJon or casual friend- 
ship, the prudence of a slave, or the garrulity of a 
woman, have hindered or promoted the most am 
portant schemes, and hastened or retarded the revo 
lutions of empire 

Whoever shall leview his life will generally find, 
that the whole tenor of his conduct has been deter- 
mined by some accident of no apparent moment, or 
by a combmation of inconsiderable circumstances, 
acting when his imagination was unoccupied, and 
voL vr B hi€ 
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Ins judgment unsettled, and that his principles and 
actions have taken then colour from some sccict in- 
fusion, mingled AMthout design in the cuiicnt of Ins 
ideas The dcsiics that picdoimnale m oui heaits, 
aie instilled by imperceptible communications at the 
time uhen avc look upon the vaiious scenes of the 
Avoild, and the diiferent employments of men, nith 
the neutrality of inexpeiience , and ne come forth 
fiom the nuisciy or the school, imanabl} dc'^tined to 
the pursuit of gicat acquisitions, oi pclU accomphsh- 
nients 

Such was the impulse by which I have been kept 
in motion fiom my eailiest ycais I was bom to an 
inheiitance whicli gave mj childhood a claim to dis- 
tinction and cai esses, and ivas accustomed to hcai 
applauses, befoie they Imtl much influence on my 
thoughts The fust piaise of which I icmembci 
myself sensible was that of good humour, which, 
Avhethei I dcseivcd it or not when it was bestowed, I 
have since made it my wdiole business to piopagatc 
and maintain 

When I was sent to school, the gajety of my look, 
and the liveliness of my loquacity, soon gained me 
admission to lieaits not yet foitificd against aficction 
by aitifice oi inteiest I was enti listed w'ltli evciy 
sti atagem, and associated m evei y spoi t , my com- 
pany gave alaciity to a fiohck, and gladness to a 
holyday I was indeed so much employed in adjust- 
ing or executing schemes of diveision, that I had no 
leisuie for iiiy tasks, but was furnished with e\ci- 
cises, and instiucted in my IcssOns, by some kind pa- 
ti on of the highei classes My mastci, not suspect- 
ing my deficiency, or unwilling to detect •vvhat his 
5 kindness 
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kindness would not punish nor his impartiality excuse, 
allowed me to escape vith a slight examination, laugh 
ed at the pcrtness of my ignorance, and the spright- 
liness of my absuidities, and could not forbear to 
show that he regarded me with such tenderness, as 
genius and learning can seldom excite 

1 rom school I w as dismissed to tlie univer‘=ity, where 
I soon drew upon me the notice of tlie younger stu 
dents, and was the constant partner of their moining 
walks, and evening compotations I was not in- 
deed -much celebrated for literature, but was looked 
on with indulgence as a man of parts, who wanted 
nothing but the dulness of a scholar, and might be- 
come eminent whenever he should condescend to la 
hour and attention JMy tutor a while repi cached 
me with negligence, and repressed my sallies with 
superahous gravity, jet, having natmal good by 
mour luiking in his heart, he could not long hold out 
against the power of hilarity, but after a few montlis 
began to iclax the muscles of disciplinarian morose- 
ncss, received me uatli smiles after an elopement, 
and, that he might not betray his trust to his fond- 
ness, was content to spare my diligence bj increasing 
his own 

Thus I continued to dissipate the gloom of colle- 
giate austentj, to waste my own life in idleness, and 
lure others from their studies, till the happy hour 
arrived, when I was sent to London I soon disco 
\dred the town to be the proper element of youth and 
gaycty and was quickly distinguished as a wit by the 
ladies, a species of beings only heard of at the uni- 
versity, whom I had no *:ooner the happiness of ap- 
proaching than I devoted all my faculties to the am- 
bition of pleasing them 

B 2 
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A wit, My. Rambler, in the dialect of ladies, knot 
always a man who, by the action of a vigoious fancy 
upon compichcnsivc knowledge, brings distant ideas 
unexpectedly togcthei, who, by some peculiai acute- 
ness, discovcis lescmblancc in objects dissimilar to 
common eyes, 01, by mixing hetci ogcncous notions, 
dazzles the attention w’lth sudden scintillations of 
conceit. A lady’s w it is a man w ho can make ladies 
laugh, to which, how’cvcr easy it may seem, many 
gifts of nature, and attainments of ait, must com- 
monly concLii. He that hopes to be received as a 
wit m female assemblies, should have a form neither 
so amiable as to strike with admiration, nor so coarse 
as to laise disgust, with an undci standing too feeble 
to be dreaded, and too forcible to be despised The 
other parts of the character arc more subject to va- 
riation; it was foimeily essential to a wit, that half 
his back should be covered with a snowy fleece, and, 
at a time yet more 1 emote, no man was a wit without 
his boots In the days of the Spectator a snuff-box: 
seems to have been indispensable, but in my time an 
embioidcied coal was sufficient^ without any precise 
regulation of the lest of his diess. 

But wigs and boots and snuff-boxes are vain, with 
but a perpetual resolution to be merry, and w'ho can 
always find supplies of miith^ Juvenal indeed, in his 
companson of the two opposite philosophci s, won- 
deis only w'hence an unexhausted fountain of tears 
could be discharged : but had Juvenal, with all his 
spiut, undertaken my province, he would have found 
constant gayety equally difficult to be supported. 
Considei, Mr Rambler, and compassionate the con- 
d.ition of a man, w'ho has taught every company to 
expect fiom him a continual feast of laughter, an 

uninter- 
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unintcmnttcd «:trcim ofjocnlant^ Tlie hsk of c^cry 
other shvc has nn end flic rower in time reaches 
the port the IcMCOgnphcr at list finds the concI««ion 
of his alphabet, on!^ the InpICas wit has hi» labour 
alua}s to begin, the call for novelty is nc\cr satisfied, 
and onejest on!} ruses expectation of nnotlicr 

I know that among men of learning and a^pentj 
tlic retainers to the female world arc not nnicli re 
garded 3 ctl cannot but hope Umt if jou knew nt 
liow dear a rate our honours arc purchased, jou 
xrould look witli come gntulntion on our success, 
and willi some piL^ on our iniscarringcs Tlnnk on 
tlia miscrj of linn who is condemned to cultivate 
barrenness and niisack \acu 1 t 3 , who is obliged to 
continue his talk when Iiis incining is spent, to raise 
inemment vntliout images, to hanss Ins imagination 
in quest of thoughb which he cannot skirt, and his 
memory in pursuit of narratives which he cannot 
overtake observe tlic effort with which he stnins 
to conceal despondency by a smile, and the distress 
in which lie sUs while the eyes of the company are 
fixed upon him the last refuge from silence and 
dejection 

It were endless to recount Oic shifts to winch I 
have been reduced, or to enumente the different spe- 
cies of artificial wit I regularly frequented coficc- 
houses, and hive often lived a week upon an c\prcs 
Sion, of which he who dropped it did not know the 
xaluc IVhcn fortune did not fav-our my crratick 
industry, I gleaned jests at home from obsolete 
farces To collect wit was indeed safe, for Icon- 
sorted with none that looked much into books, but 
to disperse it was the difficulty A seeming negli- 
B 3 gcncc 
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gence ^^as often useful, and I have veiy successfully 
made a leply not to what the lady had said, but to 
what It was convenient foi me to hear , foi very few 
verc so pci verse as to lectify a mistake which had 
given occasion to a bui St of meiiimcnt. Sometimes 
I drew the conversation up by dcgiecs to a proper 
point, and pi oduced a conceit which I had tieasuicd 
up, like sportsmen vho boast of killing tbe foxes 
u Inch they lodge m the covci t Eminence is how- 
ever, in some happy moments, gained at less expense; 
I have delighted a iiholc ciiclc at one lime uith a se- 
nes of quibbles, and made myself good company at 
another, by scalding my fingeis, 01 mistaking a ladys 
lap foi my onn chan 

These are artful deceits and useful expedients; but 
epipedients aie at lengtli exhausted, and deceits de- 
tected Time itself, among otiiei injuries, diminishes 
the ponder pf pleasing, and I now find, in my foi ly- 
fifth year, many pianks and plcasanliics vei’y coldly 
received, which had foimcily filled a whole looin 
w ith jollity and acclamation I am undci the melan- 
choly necessity of suppoi ting that chaiactei by study, 
which I gamed by levity, having learned too late that 
gayety must be recommended by highci qualities, and 
that mirth can nevei please long but as the effloicscence 
of a mind loved for its luxuiiance, but esteemed for 
Its usefulness. 


I am, &c 


Papilius. 
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Numb 142 Satobdai, 27, 1751 

E 6a } atvt cr«X ft© *t} fi t aXX«; 

T «?A atset ij6 * u uQ$f»rHi tin 
Ka yaf Sa"/* iTiTtr 1o dX4rji8r, tti iu it 
Aiigt ^etyu IIOMER* 


A yant sheplicrd here Ins floch maintains 
1 ar from tlie rest and solitary reigns 
In shelter thick of horrid shade recluid 
And gloomy misdnefs labour in the mind 
A funn enormous • fir unlike the race 
Of human birth in Stature or m face PorF 

( 

To the RAMBLER 

SIR, 


T_TAVING /been accustomed to retire 'uinually 
from tlie toun, I latdy Accepted tlip iinita 
tion oi Lu^auOf ^tho has an estate and seat in a 
distant count) As ^^e ncre unuilling to trwel 
^Mthout improvement, wc turned otten from the di 
rcct road to please ourselves with the view of na- 


ture or of art, ne examined every mid mountain 
and medicinal spring, criUascd every edifice, con- 
templated every rum, and compared every scene of 
action with the narrilives of historians By tins 
succession of amusements we enjoyed the exercise of 
a journey without suffenng the fatigue, and had no- 
tliing to, regret but that, by a progress so leisurely 
and gentle, we missed the adventures of a post chaise, 
and the pleasure of alarming villages with the tumult 
r n4 of 
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of our pa'^sagp, and of disguising our jndgnificancy by 
the dignity of hiiiiy 

The fust -^Ncek aftci oin aiiival at Eu^cmos house 
Tias passed in iccciving \i‘'ils fiom his mighhom^, 
■who ciowdcd about him \\ilh all the cagf inch's ol be- 
nevolence, some 111. patient to Icnn the rj” -> ut tiic 
couit and town, that they might bn rp a it. eel by au- 
tlicntick infoimalion to dicUlc to the inial politieians 
on the next boa ling day , other* dC'iion* of hi* in- 
terest to accommodate dispute‘s, 01 of his .idu(,<^ m 
the setUement of then foi tunes and the inaij'iago ot 
tlicir children 

' The civilities Mhich he had lecencd v^cre 'oon 
to be returned, and I passed some tune vMlii t;icat 
satisfaction in loving thiough the countiv, and 
\uewing the seats, gardens, and plantation'- nhicli 
aie scattered ovei it hfy plea'^uic would uuic-cd 
have been grcatei Iiad I been sometimes allowed to 
%vandei in a paik 01 wilderness alone , but to appear 
as the friend of Eugemo w^is an honoui not to be 
enjoyed without some inconveniencies so inucb was 
eveiy one solicitous foi my regard, that I could sel- 
dom escape to solitude, 01 steal a moment from the 
emulation ot complaisance, and the vigilance of ofli- 
ciousncss 

In these rambles of good neighbouihood, we fie- 
quently passed by a house of unusual magnificence. 
While I had my cuiiosity yet distracted among many 
novelties, it did not much attiact my obscr\ation; 
but in a shoittimc I could not foibcar surveying it 
with particular notice, for the length of the wall 
which inclosed the gardens, the disposition of the 
shades that weaved over it, and the canals of wdneh 

I could 
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I could obtain *50100 «limp<C5 l3irou^»li tbc trcc<> from 
our oon ^'lndo^\v, t;'v\c me rciuon to cspcct more 
gnmicurnod Ixnul) tlim I Ind \ct ctn m llinl pro- 
\aucc I llurcforc inquirwl as a\c rodt l)\ it, A\Iiy 
wx: nc\cr, omnngsi oiircvnii ions *^>cntnn hour nJic u 
tlicTCMas such nn n|>|>ctrtncc of "plcndonr ntul af- 
fluence^ told me tint the nt uJnc’i 1*50 

much admired, ons common!} callid in tlit toi ntiy 
thi. haun*al home mid that no ii'iL ' ci\ p'lililcrc 

rnj of the j*ciitltncii who n 1 Inl Ml ‘‘fen \s 
die haunts of incorpore-'l h in^s nre ruin- 

ous ncjjlcctctl mddosolttc I coicnvc! tint 
diCTC w**? 'omcihn^ to lie cxpHintd, mid t«ihl Iimi 
diat 1 «uppo^ed it onU fur) tinmiul, on wliirli we 
mi,ht >tnlurc h) c!i li_,ht willioul danger JH 
dinner, «a}5 he, j5 mdt'ttJ only tint of i»p/H imu to 
^ohcit the ncquumtancc of n iinn, wilh whom il is not 
possible to con^cr^c wiihoul infun}, mul w!jo has 
dm cn from him, h\ hismsoltncc or nuhgmiN, utr} 
human licing who nn )nc without him 

Our con;cr«ition wns dicn iiccitlenl ills inicmiptcd 
but inj jnqui«iinc humour biin^ now m inoiion, 
could not re‘st without n full nctount of this newly 
dr covered prodij) I was soon informed lint the 
flue hou^c and spacious gardens were Inuiitcd by 
squire Jj/wj/cr, of whom U was very ens) to Icnm the 
clmracler, *!incc nobo<|} Ind rc^ird for linn sufii- 
cicnt to hinder llicm from telling whatever they could 
discover 

Squire BUt^tet is descended of nn ancient flimily 
Tlie estate which his mictstoi's iliad nnmcnionnlljr 
possessed wis much migmcntcd by captain Jilmter, 
who served under D;e/t m the aign of hUzaheth^ 

and 
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and the Bhisfcrf>, who wcie bcfoic only petty gentle- 
men, have fiom that lime ficijiicntly repicscnted the 
shire in parliament, been chosen to picscnt addi esses, 
and given laivs at liunting-inatchcs and 1 aces They 
were eminently hospitable and popiilai, till the 
father of this gentleman died of an election IJis 
lady went to the giave soon aftei him, and left the 
heir, then only 'ten yeais old, to the caie of his 
giandmother, who would not siifiei him to be con- 
ti oiled, because she could not bcai to hear him ci'n ; 
and ne^ci sent him to school, because she was not 
able to live without his company She taught him 
honevei very eaily to inspect the stew aids accounts, 
to dog the butler fiom the cellar, and to catch the 
servants at a junket , so that he w^as at the age of 
eighteen a complete master of all the lowci arts of 
domestic policy, had often on the road detected 
combinations beta ecu the coachman and the ostlci, 
and piocuied the dischaige of nineteen maids for 
illicit concspondencc with cottageis and char-, 
women. 

By the oppoitunities of parsimony wdiich minorit}^ 
affords, and ivhicli the piobity of his guaidians had 
diligently impioved, a vciy large sum of money was 
accumulated, and he found himself, wdien he took 
his affdiis into his own hands, the iichest man m 
the county It has been long the custom of this 
family to celebiate the heir’s completion of his 
twenty-first year, by an entei lainment, at which the 
house IS till own open to- all tha t aie inclined to enter 
it, and the whole province flocks together as to a 
general festivity On this occasion young Blunter 
exhibited the fiist tokens of his futuic eminence, by 

- shaking 


II 


^ 1)2 Tin u\Aii!ri R 

‘Inking Ins jinrsc nl tin oUl gtnllcnnii «lio Inti 
been tiic nilinntc fnenti of Ins I ithcr, nnd oircring 
to mger a grtilcr ‘inn thin he cniiltl iinnrtl to icii 
tiirc, a |iriclic.c null « Inch he Ins, nt one time or 
other in iiltcti cicrj frieholilcr uillini ten miles 
miinil linn 

111 next acts of onince acre coiiiiinllcil in a con- 
tciitious iinil ‘inleful Minlicnlioii o( the prnilegcs of 
Ins nniiors ami a ngorons anil relciitic pro eculion 
ofevtr^ mill lint prcninicd to \ioIitc In jrnne \s 
he Inp|icii 5 to lime no t tnlc ndjoiiiiiig ii|uiil to Ins 
oiin, h,s oppres ions art often bom iiitliont resist 
an e, for feir of a lon^ ‘int, of iibieli he dcligiits 
to count tlic cxpcn'cs willioiit the least solinliide 
about the event, for he knows, il,nt iilicre notliing 
blit an lioiiomt^ right is conti sti < 1 , the iioort r imta 
goniat mast aimjs sufltr, iilnteier alnll he the last 
decision of the hn 

l!y the iicccss of sonic of these ili (niles, he Ins 
'0 elated Ins iii'oloiict, nnd In Kfleclion iiimn the 
genemi Intrcd nhicli tlicj lijve bnin,.ht ii|Kin linn, 
so irnlited las virulence, tint bis vvliolc life is spent 
lU mcdititing or cxceuting iiiiscliitf It is Ins tom 
moil practice to protiirc bn hedges to be broken in 
the night nnd then to (Iiiiniul f iti f letioii for dn- 
iinscs vvhieli Ins grounds lime snllered from Ins 
nei,.hhom s cattle An old ividovv was jeslcrdny 
olicitmg / /I!,1«I0 to tiiahle lici to r''plcvin her only 
con then m tlic pound bj siparo lSlii\Ui s order, vilio 
lull sent one of Ins igcnts to tal c udvimln^e of her 
calamity, and persuade her to ‘cll the con nt an 
under rate lie liasdnvcnaday labourer fiom Ins 
cottage, for gathering bliiekbtrrics m n htd„e for 

Ins 
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]m dnlclrcn, and lias now an old woman in tiic 
county gaol for a trespass w liidi she romniiltcd, Ijy 
coining into Ins ground to pick up acorns for her 
hog 

Money, in whatever hands ''ill conRi power. 
Disti css will il> to iinincdialc icfugc, v.itliout niudi 
consideration ol remote conscfjucnccs IjIu'Id hai 
therefore a despotic authoiily in man) iannhes, 
whom he has assisted, on piCiSing occasions, witli 
larger sums than tiiC) can ca^-il) icpa) Tiic only 
visits that he makes aie to these houses of mi‘-ror- 
time, whcic ho cnlciswilh the insolence of absolute 
command, enjoys the teiiouis of the fainil}, exacts 
their obedience, iiots at thdr chaigc, and in the 
height of his joy insults the fathci with menaces, 
and the daughters with obscenity 

He is of late soinew hat less offensn c ; foi one of 
his debtoi's, after gentle expostulations, by which he 
was only nutated to gio'^sci outiagc, ‘^ci/cd him by 
the slce\e, led him ticmbling into the com t-} aid, 
and closed the door upon him in a storm) night. 
He took his usual roenge next morning b) a writ; 
but the debt was dischaigcd by the assistance of li.u~ 
gcnio. 

It IS his rule to sufiei his tenants to owe him icnt, 
because by this indulgence he secures to himself the 
power of scizuie w’hcnever he has an inclination to 
amuse himself w'lth calamity, and feast his ears with 
entieaties and lamentations Yet as he is some- 
times capiiciously liberal to those whom he hap- 
pens to adopt as favourites, and lets his lands at a 
cheap rate, his faims aie never long unoccupied ; 
and when one is ruined by oppiession, the possibi- 
lity 
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lity of better fortune quickly lures another to supply 
lii« place. 

Such IS Uic life of squire Blu’lcr , n man mu lioso 
poner fortune has lihcmilj placccl the means of 
liappiiies'!, hut «ho lias defeated all her gifts of 
their end hj the dcpnritj of his iniiiil He is 
ucaltliy uithout folloncrs, he is iiiagniliccnt witli 
out uitncs'cs, ho has birtli lulliout alliance, and 
influence without dignity His nciglihoiirs 'com him 
as a hmte his dependants drc.ad him ns an ojipres- 
sor, and he has onU the gloomy comfort of reflect 
jng, that if he is hated, lie n likewise fe.arcd 

I am, SIR, 8.C 

Vaci;i.u5, 
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^fo', I nl ro) lilt Ilia fntiin 
J minis miilald co’mibvs - 


IIoi 


Lest when the hiuls llicir \.uJOiis rolmirs r] nm, 

Stripiul of his stoLii pride, tin (nn forlurii 

Should stand llie leuglittr oJ thf puhht ‘■eorn. 1 r is, 

^]\IONG tho innuinci.iblo {ir.ictitc^ by tOiuli 
intcicst 01 envy li.ivcj laugbl iho-c ttho luc 
upon litciaiy fame to disliifb cacli ollici at llifii any 
banquets, one oi the most common is tlie (lia»;:c of 
plagiaiism ^Mien tho excellent e of .i non com- 
position can no longci be conlt^-letl and inahte is 
compelled to give way to the nnaninnU of ajiplaiisc, 
theio IS yet this one expedient to be tiled by which 
.the authoi may be degiaded, tiiough his woik be 
leveienccd, and the excellence whuh we cannot ob- 
scuie, maybe set at such a distance as not to o\ci- 
powei oui faintei lustie 

This accusation is dangcious, because, c\en when 
it lb false, it may be sometimes niged with piobabi- 
lity Biuyoc dcclaics, that we aie come into the 
■world too late to pioducc any thing new, thatnatuic 
and life aie pie-occupied, and that description and 
sentiment have been long exhaiT'ted. It is indeed 
ceitain, that whoever attempts any common topick, 
w'lll find unexpected coincidences of his thoughts 
w’lth those of othci viitcis, nor can the nicest judg- 
ment always distinguish accidental similitude fiom 

ai tful 
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artful iinilalion There is likewise "i common slock 
of images, a settled mode of arrangement, and a 
beaten track of transition, wbicli all aiituors suppo c 
thcmseUcs at liberty to use, and winch piodiicc the 
resernblmcc gcncrall} obsciv ibic anion" contcinpo 
rancs So tint in bools ixliich best deserve tlic 
name of oinpnal*?, there is little ncvi bc)ond tlic 
disposition of inatcnaU afreadj provided, tlic siinC 
ideas and comhnntions of idcis Invc been long m 
the possession of other Innds, and, b} restoring to 
every man liis own as the JRotiiaiif must have re 
turned to their cots from the possession of the world, 
50 the moat inventive and fcitilc genius v\ould reduce 
his folios to a feu pigcs ket tlic author wlio jini 
tales hb predecessors only b) furnishing himself witli 
thoughts nnd elegancies out of the same general 
magazine of literature, can with little more pro 
pricty be reproached as a plagiary, tlnn the architect 
c'vw be censured us a mean copper of Augth or cn, 
because he digs his marble from llic «imc quarry, 
quarcs liis stones b) tlic «amc art, and unites them 
in columns of the siinc oidcrs ' 

]\Iany subjects 1 ill under the consideration of an 
author, which, being hniited by inturc, can admit 
only of slight and 'iccidcntal diversities All defi- 
nitions of the <iamc thing must be near!} the same , 
and descriptions, winch aic definitions of a more 
laK and fanciful kind, must aUraj^s have iti some de- 
gree that resemblance to each other winch they all 
irwe to their object Difiercnt poets describing 
the spnng or the sea would mention the zephyrs 
and the flowers, the billows and the rocks, reflect 
mg on human life, would, without any com 

munication 
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mumcation of opinions, lament the cleceilfnliiess of 
hope, the fugacity ot plcasuie, the fi agility of beauty, 
and the fiequency of calamity; and for palliatives 
of these incLiiablc miseiics, they would concur in 
recommending kindness, tcrnpeiaucc, caution, and 
foititude. 

When thcicfoie there arc found m Virgil and 
IIo) acc tvv 0 similar passages ; 


ITcc iibi a unt at fes 

Patccie stilijcdis, et dcbcllatc sitpethos 

Vihg. 

To time tlie pioud, the fcUcr’d sla\c to fice: 
These are iniperidl aits, and woilhy thee. 

Dpydeit, 

Jmperct hdlantc yriot , jacemem 


Lems tn Imtcm. 

Hon. 

Let Cecsar spread Ins conquests far. 

Less pleas’d to triumph than to spare. 



it is surely not necessary to suppose itli a late'critick, 
that one is copied fiom the other, since neither 
Virgil nor Horace can be supposed ignoiant of the 
common duties of humanity, and the \ii tue of mode- 
ration in success 

Cicero and Ovid have on veiy diffeient occasions 
remarked how little of the honour of a victory be- 
longs to the geneial, when his soldieis and his for- 
tune have made their deductions; yet why should 
Ovid be suspected to have 'owed to Tally an observa- 
tion which pel haps occuis to every man that sees or 
lieais of mihtai’y gloiies ^ 

Tally obseives of Achilles, that had not Homer 
wntten, his valour had been without praise. 

2^m 
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^ lliiis extitisseiy idem tumulus qui corpus ejui contexeratt 
ttofliew ejus o6nH«c< 

Unless the Iliad had been published, his name had been lost la 
the tomb that co\ered bis bod} 

Horace tells us more energy that there were 
brave men before the \\ars of Tio^f but they were lost 
In oblivion for want of a poet 

J txere fortes ante Agameittnana 
Multi 6ed (tmnes lUackrymabtles 
Urgenlar, tgnotique longd 
liocle carent quia Tate sacra 

iBefore great Agammnon reign d 

Ifteignd kings as great as he and hrave» 

\\ hose huge ambition s now contain d 
In the small compass of a grave 
In endless m^ht they sleep unwept unknown 
No bard had they to make all time their own FravCIS 

7 \ill^ enquires, m the same oiation, ivhy, but for 
feme, tie disturb a short life with so many fetiguea? 

Quid est quod in hoc (am exiguo vttat tumculo et tam. ireri^ tan 
its nos tn /a&ortfru5 cierceowiujf 

^Vhy in so small a circuit of life should we employ oursel\es m 
so many fatigues? 

Horace enquires m the same manner, 

Quid irert fortes jacu/amur mo 
Multaf 

^Vhydowealm with eager strife 

At things beyond the mark of life * Fran ciS 

when our life is of so short duration, why we form 
such numerous designs’ But Horace, as well as 
Voi VI C M* 
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Tally, might discover that rccoids arc needful to pre- 
seivc the nienioiy of actions, c nd that no rccoids \^crc 
so duiablc as poems, either of them might find out 
that hie is shoit, and that we, consume it in unnecessary 
labour. 

There arc other flowers of fiction so widely scat- 
tered and so easily cropped, that it is seal ccly just to 
tax the use of them as an act by uhich any particular 
-writer IS despoiled of his garland; for they may be 
said to have been planted by the ancients in the open 
road of poetry for tlie accommodation of their suc- 
cessors, and to be the light of ever} one that has art 
to pluck them without injuiing then colours 01 their 
fiagrance The passage of Orphem to hell, with the 
recoveiy and second loss of Karp dice, Iiavc been 
described after Boetius by Pope, in such a manner as 
might justly leave him suspected of imitation, were not 
the images such as they might both have derived fiom 
moie ancient wiiteis. 


Qua sonlcs agitanf metu- 
Ultnccs SLckium dca 
Jam vmsta laaymts viadcnty 
Non Iilonium caput 
Vdox pracipitat rota 


The powhs of vengeance, while they hear, 

Touch’d with conipa''sioli, diop a teai . 

Ixton’s rapid wheel is bound, 

Fix’d 111 attention to the sound. F I^v\ isv 


Thy stone, O Si/<!ip?iu<:, stands still, 
Ixion rests upon his wheel, 

And the pale spectres dance* 

The furies sinlv upon their iron beds. 


Tanduii, 



iS;«i43 1 HE RAMBLER 

Tandem vtnamv^' arbiter' 

Umbrarum mtserans ait 

Done'mui coiMcm tiro 

Emtam carmne conju^cm 


feubtlud at length //rf/spit mg Dinnarcli cry d, 

1 be song rei^ arding let us VieM tlie bride 

r lf\ is 

lie sung and hell consented 

To hear the poets prayer 

Stem Proserpine relented 
^ijd ga^ B lum luck the /on' 


'Heu ttoctis prope termuios 

Orpheus Lurjdicen snam 

1 idit p^i dtdil occidit 


Jsor yet the golden 'crj^e of day be^un 

Mhen Orpbeus her unhappy lord 

Eurpdice to life reslord 

At once beheld and lost, and was undone 

r Lsujfl 

But oon too soon the ]o\er turns his eyes 
Again she falls ogam she dies, she dies* 


iso ttriter can be full} convicted of imitation, except 
there IS a concurrence ot moic rCaemblancG than t m 
be imagined to have happened by chance, as where 
the same ideas die conjoined without iny natuial 
senes or necessary coherence, oi wheie not only the 
thouglit but the words are copied Thus it can 
scarcely" be doubted that in tlie hrst of the following 
passages Pope remembered Otid^ and that m the 
second he copied Ciaihaw 

Sirpe paler dixtl gtmimm quid inutile tentas^ 

j Mceonides tiullas ipsc rel quit Opes 

i/f / te sud earmai numeros vemeOaf ad aptos 

El qkod conabar sciiierc ’^ersus erut 

C 2 

Ovid 

Quit 
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Quit, quit this barren trade, my father cryd , 

Ev’n Homer left no riches when he d_>’i 
In verse spontaneous flow’d my native strain, 

Forc’d by no sweat or labour of the brain. F. Lrvi iJr 

I left no calling for this idle trade, 

No duty brohCj'nn father disobey’d, 

■While jet a child, ere yet a fool to fame, 

I lisp’d in numbers, for the numbers came. Porr , 

This plain floor, 

Believe me, reader, can say more 
Than many a brav er marble can, 

Here lies a truly honest man. Ckasiiaw , 

This modest stone, vs hat fev* vaifl marbteS can, 

May truly say, Here lies an honest man Pope. 

Conceits, or thoughts not immediately impressed by 
sensible objects, or neccssaiily arising from the coali- 
tion or comparison of common sentiments, may be n illi 
great justice suspected whenever they aic found a se- 
cond time Thus JFaller piobably oned to Grotim 
an elegant compliment , 

Here lies the learned Sax i/’s heir. 

So early WISP, .ind lasting fan, 

That none, except her years they told, 

Thought her a child, or thought her old. Walitu. 

l/njLa liiv seech, getiiloji'! ght in, nemo 

Quern pucrum, nemo cndidit esse seeecm. Ghot. 

The age’s miracle, his f.’thers joy' 

Nor old you vvoii’d pronounce him, nor a boy. 

F. Lew ijr 

And Prioi' was indebted for a pretty illustration to 
jilleyne’s poetical histoiy of Henry the Scventli, 


For 
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Tor noUcpht but light itself itself can liew 
And odI> kings can write what kings can do 

Alleyi>e 

^our musicks power jour musick must disclose, 

For what li^ht is tis only lioht that shews PmoR 

And with }tt more certainty imy the same wnter 
be censured, for endca\ounng the clandestine appro 
pnation of a thought which he borrowed, surely with- 
out thinking himselt disgraced, fiom an epigram of 
Plato 


Tq tle^ q T *al69Tftt ifTti TB q 6fSff6ai 
Ov 9(>i^ «iq S qr a 

I fnut take my >oti\c glass 
Since I am not what I wus 
AN hat from this daj 1 shall be, 

} eitus let me never see 

As not etcry Instance of similitude can be considered 
as a proof of imitation, so not every imitation ought to 
be stigmatized as phgiarism The adoption of a noble 
sentiment or the insertion of a borrowed ornament, 
may sometimes display so much judgment as will al 
most compensate foi intention and nn mfcriour genius 
may, without an v imputation of servility, pursue the 
patli of the ancients, provided he dcchnes to tread in 
Jhcir footsteps 


c 
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Numb. 141'. Saturpav, Aiigust 3, 17H, 


Dnphn'lis at linn 

Fi cgislt c( cohimo’! qua- fit, jiri rci ?c jVt ’taka, 

Lt cuvi iidif.li puno donafii, itoUhai, 

Ft sinon ahqva iiotai^HS, ttioi lints csics ^ ino. 

The bo\\ of Dapltnis .uid tlio bliafls joii brol o, 

Mhen the fair bin rtcci\’d ibc ”ift of nrbl. 

And but for mibcliieJ, % on bad dy’d lor M»ite I) r \ , 

"JT IS impossible to mingle in con\cisalion willioul 
obsening the difikulty Milh ^\hlch a ne\\ name 
makes its nay into the noild The iiist appcaiancc 
of excellence unites multitudes against it, unexpected 
opposition rises up on cveiy side, the cclcbiatcd and 
the obscure join in the confederacy, subtlety furnishes 
aims to impudence, and imcntion leads on cicdulity. 

The stiength and undiiimity of this alliance L 
not easily conceived It might be expected that 
no man should suffci his heait to be intlamed ^Mth 
malice, but by injuiies, that none should busy 
himself in contesting the pietensions of anolhci, 
but A\hen some light ot his ovn was in\oUcd in 
the question , that at least hostilities, commenced 
Avitiiout cause, should quickly cease , that the ai mics 
of malignity should soon disperse, nhen no com- 
mon interest could be found to hold them togethci , 
and that the attack upon a using chaiactcr should be 
L‘} Iclt 
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left to those nho had something to hope or ftir from 
tlie event 

The hazards of those that aspiio to eminence, 
nouW be much diminished if they had none hut 
achnonledged nvals to eileountcr Their enemies 
1 Duld then be fen, and, \iliat is yct of gieater im- 
portance, would he hnonn But "hat caution is 
suilicient to ward oflT the hlons of invisihlc assailants, 
or "Int force can stand against umntcrruptiid attacks, 
and a continual succession of enemies \ ct such is 
the state of the world, that no sooner can any mm 
emerge from the crowd, and fix the exes of the pnblich 
upon him, than he stands as a iiiarh to the iriows of 
lurking calumny and recciics in the tumult of hosti- 
lity, from distant and from nameic s hands, wounds 
not alw ays etsy to be cured 

It IS probable that the on ct ngainst the candidates 
for renown, is originally incited by those who imagine 
thcmscU C3 in danger of suflenng by tlicir success , but, 
xxhen war is once declared, xoliiiileers fiocL to the 
standard, multitudes follow the camp onl\ for want 
of employment, and flying squadrons arc disjicrscd to 
every part so pleased with an opportunity of mis 
chief, thit they toil wilhoiit prospect of piaisc, and 
pillage without ho|ie of profit 

When any man has endeavoured to deserve 
distinction, bo will be surprised to heir himself 
censured where bo could not expect to have been 
nimfd be will find the utmost iicrimotiy of ma 
lice among those whom he never could have of- 
fended 
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As there aie to be found in the semcc of envy inea 
of every diversity of temper and degiee of undci stand- 
ing, calumny is diffused by all arts and methods of 
propagation. Hothing is too gioss or too refined, 
too ciuel or loo tiifling, to be practised, very little 
regard is had to the rules of honourable hostility, but 
eveiy weapon is accounted lanful, and those tliat 
cannot make a thrust at life aie content to keep them- 
selves in play with petty malevolence, to tease with 
feeble blows and impotent distui bance 

But as the industiy of obseivation has divided the 
most miscellaneous and confused assemblages into 
pioper classes, and ranged the insects of tlic sum- 
mei, that torment us rMth their diones or stings, by 
their several tribes, the persecutors of mciit, noU 
withstanding their numbeis, may be likewise com- 
modiously distinguished into Roaicis, Whispcicis, 
and I'fodeietois 

The Roaier 13 an enemy lathei tcriiblc than dan- 
geious He has no othei quulilicaliori for a ciiam- 
pion of controveisy than a hardened hont and stiong 
voice Ha\ in^ seldom so much dcsii.. to confute as 
to silence, he depends lathcr upon vocifeiation than 
^igument, and has very little care to adjust one 
pait of his accusation to another, to preseive de- 
cency in his language, or piobaoility in his nai ra- 
ti vcs. He has always a store of reproachful epi- 
thets and contemptuous appellations, ready to be 
produced as occasion may require, which by con- 
stant use he pours out iMtli lesistless volubility If 
the wealth of a tiadei is mentioned, he without he- 
sitation 
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sitation devotes him to b-inkriiptcj , if the beiuty 
and elegance of a hdj be commended, he iiondcrs 
bon the toiin can fall in love willi rustick dcfonnitj , 
ifancu performance of genius happens to be cele- 
brated, he pronounces tlic nntcr n hopeless idiot, 
aiithout knoiilcdge of books or life, and nithout the 
under tnnding bj nhich it must be ncquircd His 
esaggcrations are geiicrallj uillioiit cfTcct upon those 
a\hom he compels to bear them, and tliough it ill 
Eometmics happen that the timorous are aiicd byhis 
violence, and tlic credulous mistake his confidence 
for knon ledge, jet the opinions 11 Inch lie cndcat ours 
to suppress soon rccoaer then former strength, ns the 
trees that bond to the tempest erect themsehes ngain 
V hen Its force is past 

The ■\Vlnspcrcr is more dingcrous Ho cosily 
gams attention by a soft address, and cvcites curio- 
sitj by an air of importance As scciets are not to 
be made cheap liy promiscuous puhlicalion he 
calls a select audience about him, and gratilics 
tlicir vanity nith an appciranco of liiist by coin- 
inumcating his intelligence in a Ion voice Of Iho 
trader he can tell lint, though he scej-s to nnnigo 
in catensiic tomiiiercc, and tails m high terms 
of the funds, jet ins ueallh is not equal to his ic 
putation , he has lalclv suflered much bj an c\pon- 
si\e project, and had i gicater shave than 13 acknon- 
Icdgcd m the iicli ship that perished by the storm 
Of the he uity ho has little to say, hut that they w ho 
see her in a morning do not discovci all those graces 
ulnch arc admiied m the Park Of the uritcr ho 
afiirms with gicat certainty, that though the excel 
Jence of the nork be incontestable, be can cUmi 

but 
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but a small part of the leputation, that he owed 
most of the images and sentiments to a seciet fiiend; 
and that the accuiacy and equality of the style was 
pioduced by the successive conection of the chief 
ciiticks of the age. 

As eveiy one is pleased with imagining that he 
knows something not yet commonly divulged, 
secret history easily gains ciedit, but it is for the 
most part believed only while it circulates in -whis- 
pers , and lUien once it is openly told, is openly 
confuted 

The most pernicious enemy is the man of Mo^ 
deration AVithout iiiteiest in the question, or 
any motive but honest curiosity, this impartial and 
zealous enquiier after tiuth is leady to hear cither 
side, and always disposed to land mteiprctations 
and favouiable opinions He hath heard the 
tiadei’s affaiis repoited with great vauation, and, 
after a diligent compaiison of the evidence, con- 
cludes It probable that the splendid superstructure of 
business being oiiginally built upon a naiiow basis, 
has lately been found to tottei , but between dila- 
toiy payment and bankruptcy there is a great dis- 
tance, many merchants have snppoited themselves 
by expedients foi a time, w ithout any final injury to 
then cicditois. and what is lost by one adventure 
may be lecoveied by another He believes that a 
young lady pleased with admiration, and desnous to 
lUcikc peiiect what is alieady excellent, may heighten 
her chaims by aUificial improvements, but surely 
most of her beauties must be genuine, and who can 
say that he is wholly what he endcavouis to appeal ^ 
The author he knows to be a man of diligence, w lio 

pci haps 
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perhips docs not sparkle with the fire of Ilomei, but 
Ins the judgment to discorcrius oun deficiencies, and 
to supplj them by the help of others, and, m Ills opi- 
'nion, modesty IS a quality so nmnble and 1 arc, that it 
ought to find a patron «hcrc\cr it appears, and may 
justly be preferred by the piibhck suflrige to petulant 
lilt and ostentatious literature 

He iiho thus dncoiers failings iiith uniiilhngncss, 
and e\tenuates the faults which cannot be denied, 
puts an end at once to doubt or iindication, his 
liearers repose upon his candour and vericitj, and 
admit the dial go iiitiiout allouing the cveuse 

Such are the arts by nhidi tlie envious, tlio idle, 
the peevish, and the thoughtless, obstruct that worth 
which they cannot equal, and, by artifices thus easy, 
sordid, and detestable, is industry defeated, beauty 
blasted, and genius depressed 
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Numb. 145. Tuesday, August 6, 1751. 


Non, St frioxcs Mxonitts tenet 
Sedes Home) tis^ Ptndm tcee latent, 

Ccccque ^ Alccei vnnaces 

iitesichoi ’qite grates Camencc. IIoR, 

What though tlic IMusc her Homer thrones 
High abo\e all the immortal quire , 

Kor Pitidai's raptures she disowns, 

Nor hides the plaintive Cccan l^re 
Aftceiis sti ikes the tyrant soul with dread, 

5\'qr yet is grave Stesichotus unread FiVAi,cib, 

TT is allowed that vocations and ernployments of 
least dignity are of the most appaicnt use; that 
the meanest artisan or inanufactuier contiibutes more 
to the accommodation of life, than the piofound 
Bcholai and argumentative theoiist, and that the 
publick would suffer less piesent inconvenience froip 
the banishment of philosophers than fi om tlic extinc- 
tion of any common tiade. 

Some have been so forcibly struck with this obser- 
vation, that they have, in the first warmth of their 
discoveiy, thought it leasonable to altei tlie common, 
distiibution of dignity, and ventured to condemn 
mankind of universal ingratitude For justice exacts, 
that those by whom w’e aie most benefited should 
be most honoured And what laboui can be moie 
useful than that which piocuies to families and com- 
munities those necessaiies which supply the w’ants of 

natuie, 
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nature, or those convemencies by ulucli case, sccuiitj, 
and elegance, are conferred ? 

This IS one of tlie innumerable thcones uhich the 
first attempt to reduce tlicm into piacticc certainly 
destroys If nc cstmiatc dignity by imniedidte use- 
fulness, agnculture is undoubtedly the fiist iiid noblest 
science, yctucsee the plough driven, the clod brolcn, 
the manure spread, the seeds scattered, and the har- 
vest rdaped, by men vvhom tliose that feed upon their 
industry will never be persuaded to admit into the 
same rank with heroes, or witli sages, and who, 
after all the confessions which truth may evtort in 
favour of their occupation, must be content to fill up 
the lowest class of tlie commonwealth, to foiin the 
base of the pyramid ot subordination, and he biiiied 
in obscurity themselves, while they support all that 
la splendid, conspicuous, or exalted 

It nil be found upon a closer inspechon, that thu 
part of the conduct of mankind la by no means con 
trary to reason or equity Reiiuineiatory honouis 
arc proportioned at once to the usefulness and difn 
culty of performances, and arc properly adjusted by 
coinpanson of the mental and corporeal abilities, 
which they appear to employ That work, how- 
ever necessary which is earned on only by muscular 
strength and manual dextenty is not of equal esteem, 
in the consideration of rational beings with the tasls 
that exercise die intellectual powers, and require the 
active vagour of imagination, ortho gradual and labo 
nous investigations of reason 
The merit of all manual occupations seems to 
terminate in the inventoi, and surely the first vges 
cannot be charged mtli ingratitude, since those who 

civilired 
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civilized baibaiians, and taught them liou to ‘^ccutc 
themselves from cold and hungei, wcic mimbcrcd 
amongst then deities But these aits once dicro- 
veied by philosophy, and f.icihttitcd by CNpcnerue, 
arc afterwaids practised with vci} lilllc assi'^tancc 
fiom the faculties of the soul , noi i‘' aujj thing nccc'’^ 
saiy to the regular dischaigc of thccC infciior duties 
beyond thatiudc obscivation w'hich the ino-'t sluggish 
intellect may piactise, and tliat indiistiy v.hicli the 
stimulations of necessity natuially cnfoice. 

Yet though the icfusal of statues and pnneg3iic!c 
to those ivho employ only then hands and feet in tlic 
seivicc of mankind ma}' be casilv luslificd, I am far 
fiom intending to incite the pelulanec of piidc, to 
justify the supeiciljonsncss of gunKlciu,*oi to intci- 
cept any paiL of that tcndcuicss anti hcncvolenec, 
^ ivhicli by the pi ivilegc of then common naluie, one 
may claim fiom another 

That It would be neither wise noi equitable to dis- 
courage the husband man, ihclabouiei, the miner, or 
the smith, IS gcncially granted , but theie is another 
lace of beings equally obscuic and equally indigent, 
wdio, because then usefulness is Ic^s obvious to vul- 
gar a ppieheiisions, live mil eu aided and die unpitied, 
and who hav^e been long exposed to insult without a 
defender, and to censuic wilhont an apologist 
, The authois of London wcic foi^nciiy com})utcd by 
Srtijt at seveial tliousands, and thcie is not any rea- 
son for suspecting that then numbci has decreased. 
Of these only a veiy few^ can he said to piodnce, or 
endeavour to produce, new ideas, to extend any pi 111- 
ciple of science, 01 gratify the imagination with any 
uncommon tram of images or contcxtui c of e\ ents ; 

the 
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the lest, lioiiever labonou', honevcr arrogant, can 
only be considered as the drudges of the pen, the 
manufacturers of literature, who have set Up for m- 
thors, either with or inthout n regular initiation, and, 
like other artificers, have no other care than td do* 
liver their tale of wares at the stated time 

It has been fortncily imayn-’d, that lieaiho iii-' 
fends the entertainment or instiuction of others, 
must feel in himself some pecuhir impulse ot ge- 
mus, that ho must natch the happj minute^ iii 
which Ins natural fire is eacited, in nhicli his mind 
is elevated with nobler senliiiients, enlightened nath 
cleirer viens, and invigorated nitli stiongcr compre- 
hension, that he must carefully select his thoughts 
and polish hi» crpicssions, and animate Ins efibrts 
nith the hope of raising a monument of Icariiiiis 
•nhich neither time nor envj shall be able to de- 
stroj 

But the authors whom I am non endeavouring to 
recommend have been too long had mi/eit in the -eatfi 
of men to indulge the chimerical ambition of immor- 
tality, they have seldom any claim to the trade of 
writing, but that they have tried some other without 
success, they perceive no paiticular summons to 
composition, except the sound of the clock they 
have no otlier lule tlian the Ian or the fashion foi 
admitting their thought, or i ejecting them, and 
about the opinion of postenty they have little solici- 
tude for then productions ate seldom intended to re- 
main in the world longer than a week 
1 That such authors aie’not to be rewaided Viithf 
praise is evident, since nothing can bo adnined when 
it ceases to exist, but snrtiv, Uiough they cannot 
* ' aspire 
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aspive lo honoui, thcj' may be exempted from igno-* 
“miny, and adopted in that oidcr of men Inch dc’^ 
serves oiii kindncbS, though not our icvcrenccj 
These papeis of the day, the Ephemooi of leaining^ 
have uses moie adequate to tlie pin poses of com^ 
mon life than moic pompous and duiable \olumcs. 
If it is necessaiy for cvciy man to be moic acquaint- 
ed Mith his conteinporaiies than ivith past genera- 
tions, and to rather know the c%cnt5 -nlnch may 
immediately aflect In's foitunc oi quiet, tlian the 
revolutions of ancient kingdoms, in nliich he has 
neither possessions nor expectations ; if it be \)lcasing 
to heal of the preferment and dismission of states- 
men, the bn th of hens, and the maniage of beauties, 
the humble author of journals and gazettes must 
be considered as a liberal dispenser of beneficial 
knowledge* 

Even the abiidger, compilci, and ti'anslatoi , tliougli 
their labouis cannot be lanked nith tliose of the diiu- 
nal historiogiaphei, yet must not be rashly doomed to 
annihilation. Every size of readers requiies a genius 
of coi respondent capacity, some delight in abstracts 
and epitomes, because they n ant room in their me- 
moiy for long details} and content themselves with 
effects, without enquiry after causes ; some minds arc 
ovei powered by splendom of sentiment, as some eyes 
are offended by a glaiing light, such will gladly 
contemplate an author in an humble imitation, as 
we look without pain upon the sun in the w ater. 

As every w'ntei has his use, every waiter ought to 
have his patrons, and since no man, how^ever high 
lie may now stand, can be certain that he shall not 
be soon thrown down from his elevation by ciiticism 
6 ^ or 
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or caprice, the common interest ot learning requires 
that her sons should ccUse from intestine hostilities, 
and, instead of sacrificing each other to malice and 
contempt, endemour to avert per ccution from the 
meanest of their fraternity 
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Sunt tllic duo tnsTe qui re^olrant 
l^ostrarutn tineas tncptiarum 
Sed cum tponsio fabalccquc lasses 
‘ I>e tcorpo/uersnt tnettaio Muri 

'Tjs possible that one or two 

Tliese fooleries of mine maj mow 

But then the bettings must be o er 

Nor Cro6 or CAtWm tailed of more F Lewi 

N ONE of the projects or designs iitluch exer- 
cise the mind of man are equally subject to 
obstructions and disappointments ttith the pursuit of 
fame Riches cannot easily be denied to them who 
have something of greater value to offer in exchange , 
he wlose fortune is endangered by litigation, will 
not refuse to augment the •wealth of the lawyer, he 
whose dajs are darkened by I mguor, or w hose nerves 
are excruciated by pain, is compelled to pa^ tribute 
to the science of healing But praise maj be al 
ways omitted without inconvenience M^hen once 
a man has made celebrity necessary to his happiness, 
he has put it in the power of the weakest and most 
timorous mahgmtj, if not to take awa\ his salisfic 
Yol VI D tion. 
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tion, at least to vritliliokl it JIis cne^lK•:^ ma\ in- 
dulge then piide b} any negbgcncc, and gialil} 
their malice b) quiet ncntialit}. They tliat could 
never have injuiccl a cliaiactci In invcctncs, may 
combine to annihilate it by silence, as tlic noincn 
of Rome thicatcncd to put an end to conquest and 
dominion, b} supph ing no children to the conniion- 
n caltli 

hen a uiitci has with lone toil pioduccd a work 
intended to bin-st upon mankind witli unexpected 
lustie, and withdraw the attention of the learned 
woild fiom c\cr 5 ’ othci contio^ers} 01 cnquii\, he 
IS seldom contented to wait long without the en)0)- 
ment ot Ills, new piaiscs "With an imagination full of 
his own importanee, he walks out like a monarch in 
disguise to learn the vaiious opinions of Ins leaders 
Picpaicd to feast upon admhation: composed to cn- 
countei censuies without emotion, and dcterniincd 
not to suffci ins quiet to be injuied by a sensibility 
too exquisite of piaise or blame, but to laugh witli 
equal contempt at xain objections vUid injudicious 
commendations, lie entcis the places of mingled con- 
versation, sits down to his tea m an obscuie coiner, 
and while he appeals to examine a lilc of antiquated 
journals, catdics the coineisation of the w hole room. 
He listens, but hcais no mention of Ins book, and 
therefoie supposes that he has disappointed his curi- 
osity by ’delay , and that as men ot Icaining would 
natui'ally begin then conveisation with such a won- 
derful no\elty, they had digiessed to olhei subjects 
befoie Ins aiiival The company dispeises, and then 
places aie supplied by otheis equally ignoianl, or 
equally caieless. The same expectation hiiiiics him 
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to another phcc, from wJijcli tlic ^amc disappoint- 
ment diives him soon nuu) IJis impatience then 
grous "Violent nnd tumultuous, he ranges over the 
town with rcstlc^'s curiosity, and iiears in one qu irtcr 
of a cricket match, in another of a pick pocket , is 
told some of an imcvpcctcd bankruptcy, b) othcis 
ot a turtle-feast, is sometimes provoked b^ impoi- 
tunate enquiries after tlic white bear, nnd sometimes 
with praises of the dancing dog, lie is afterwards 
entreated to give liis judgment iqxm a wager about 
the height of the Monument, invited to see a foot- 
race m the adjacent villages, desired to read a hi 
dicrou^ advertisement, 01 consulted about tlie most 
cirectuil method of linking cnquiiy after a fivounte 
cat Hie whole woild i> busied m ifiairs, which 
he thinks below the notice of reasonable creatures, 
and which arc nevertheless sufiicicnt to wiUidraw all 
regard from ins Iibouis md bis merits 
He resolves at hst to viol ite his own modesty, nnd 
to recall the talkers fiom their folly bj an cilquiry 
aftci himself He finds every one provided with 
an answer, one has seen the work advertised, but 
never met wath anj that bad read it, anotlicr has 
been so often imposed upon by ^^pccious titles, that 
he never buys a book till its cliaracter is established, 
a third wonders what any man can hope to produce 
after so many wnteis of greater eminence the next 
has enquired after the author, but can heai no ac 
count of him, ind therefore suspects tlic name to be 
fictitious, and another knows him to be a nnn con- 
demned by indigence to vvutc too frequently what 
he does not understand 
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Many aie the consolations with which the unhappy 
author endeavouis to allay his vexation, and fortify 
his patience He has A\ritten with too little indul- 
gence to the undei standing of common leaders; he 
has fallen upon an age in which solid know’lcdge> 
and delicate refinement, have given way to a loiv mer- 
riment, and idle buffoonery, and thei cfoi c no w ritcr 
can hope for distinction, who has any liighcr pur- 
pose than to raise laughter He finds that his ene- 
mies, such as supeiioiity will always laisc, have 
been industiious, while his perfoimance was in the 
piess, to vilify and blast it, and that the bookscllci, 
whom he had resolved to enrich, has iivals that ob- 
stiuct the ciiculation of his copies. He at last re- 
poses upon the consideration, that the noblest woiks 
of learning and genius have always made their way 
slowly against ignorance and piejudicc, and that ic- 
putation, which is never to be lost, must be giadually 
obtained, as animals of longest life aie obscived not 
soon to attain then full statmc arid strength 

By such aits of voluntary delusion does cveiy man 
endeavour to conceal his own unimpoi taiicc fiom 
himself It is long before vve are convinced of the 
small proportion which every individual beais to the 
collective body of mankind, or Icain how few can 
be interested in the foitune of any single man , how 
little vacancy is left in the woild foi any new object 
of attention; to how small extent the hi ightest blaze 
of merit can be spiead amidst the mists of business 
and of folly , and how soon it is clouded by tlie in- 
tervention of other novelties Not only the writer 
of books, but the commander of armies, and the 
deliverer of nations, will easily outlive all noisy and 

' 2 popular 
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popular reputation, lie m'ly be celebrated for a 
time by the publick voice but his actions and his 
name mil soon be considered as remote and unafTect- 
jng, and be rarely mentioned but by those «hose al- 
liance gives them some vanity to gratify by frequent 
commemoralvon 

It seems not to be sufficiently considered how little 
renoun can be admitted m the world Mankind ore 
kept perpetually busy by tlieir fears or desires, and 
have not more leisure from their o«n affiiirs, than to 
acquaint themselves vutb the accidents of the cur- 
rent day Engaged m contriving some refuge from 
calamity, or in shortening ihcwaj to some new pos- 
session, the} seldom suffer their thoughts to wander 
to the past or future , none but a few sohtar} students 
have leisure to enquire mto the claims of ancient 
heroes 01 sages and names which Iiopcd to nnge 
over kingdoms and continents, shijnk at last into 
cloisters or colleges 

>iOr Is it certain, tliat even of these dark and 
natron habitations the c last retreats of fame, tlic 
possession will be long Kept Of men devoted to 
literature, veiy fen extend tlieir views beyond some 
p'vrUv.wW sc-vence, tive snldiww w- 

quirc even in tlieir own piofession for an} authors 
but those whom tlie present mode of stud} happens 
to force upon their notice the} desire not to fill their 
minds with unfashionable knouledi^e, but content 
edly re<5ign to oblivion those books whicii tlic} now 
find censured or neglected 

The hope of fame is nectssirily connected with 
such considentions as must abate the ardoui of con 
fidence, and repress the vigoui of pursuit Who- 
D 3 ever 
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ever claims lenoan fiom any Kind of excellence, 
expects to fill the place which is now possessed by 
anothei , for there aie alicady names of e^e^v class 
sufficient to employ all that Mill desiie to icmemher 
them, and suiely he that is pushing his picdecessoi^ 
into the gulf of obscuiitv, cannot but soinetiincs sus- 
pect, that he must himself sink in like manner, and as 
he stands upon the same piecipice, be suept aiiay 
with the same violence 

It sometimes liappens, that fame begins uhen life 
is at an end. but far the giealei number of candi- 
dates for applause have owed thcii leception in the 
world to some favouiable casualties, and liave there- 
fore immediately sunk into neglect, ii-hcn death 
shipped them of then casual influence, and neither 
fortune nor pationagc opeiated in then fa v 0111. 
Among those who have better claims to legaid, tlic 
honour paid to their memory is commonly piopor- 
tionate to the leputation vhich theyenj03cd in their 
lives, though still growing fainter, as it is at a gi eater 
distance from the first emission , and since it is so dif- 
ficult to obtain the notice of contempoi ai ics, how little 
is It to be hoped fiom futuie times ^ M'hat can meiit 
effect by its own force, when the help of art or friepd 
ch?p can scaicely support it^ 
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Tu mhil 2imia diets factrt-^c Mwervd lion 
\ou are of too quick a 

JVot to discern which way jotir talent lies Ro commov 


To iht RAAIBI r.n 

SIR, 

» S liUle things giow great bv continuil nccnmula- 
^ tion I hope yiu will not think the dignity of 
jour character impaired by an account of a ludicrous 
persecution, which, tliough it produced no scenes of 
iioriour or of rum, yet, by incessant importunity of 
ve\ation, wears luay my Inppincss, and consumes 
those yetrs which nature seems particularly to ha^c 
nssigntd to cheerfulness, in silent nn'cictj and Iiclples- 
resentment 

I am the eldest son of a gentlcmnn, who hating 
inherited a large estate fioin Ins anctstois, and feel 
ing no desire either to increase or Ic sen it, has from 
the tune of Ins imiriage gencrilly lesided at his own 
seat, where, bj dividing In time among the duties 
of a father, i master, and a imgistrate, the study of 
literature, and the offices, of civility he finds means to 
rid himself of the day, without anj of those amuse 
mentb which all those with whom my residence in 
this place has made me acquainted, think negessaiy ta 
lighten tne burthen of existence 
D4 


AVhen 
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When my age made me capable of instruction, my 
fathei pi evaded upon a gentleman, long knoun at 
O.ijordioi the extent of his learning and pinity of 
his manncis, to undertake my education. The ic- 
gaid Mith which I saw him ticatcd, disposed me to 
consider his instiuctions as impoit.int, and I theie- 
fore soon foimcdahabit of attention, In nhich I 
made veiy quick advances lu diflcient kinds ot learn- 
ing, and heaid, peihajis too often, veiy flattciing 
compaiisons of my oun pioficicncy nith tliat of 
others, either less docile by natuic, oi less happily 
forwaided by insti action I was caicsscd by .dl that 

exchanged visits with my fathei , and as yiung men 
are nith little difficulty taught to juflge favourably of 
themselves, began to think that close application nas 
no longer necessaiy, and that the time nas non come 
when I was at libeity to lead only loi amusement, 
and was to receive the rcnaid of my fatigues in piaisc 
and admiiation 

While I was thus banqueting upon my onn pei- 
fections, and longing in scciet to escape fioin tutel- 
age, my fathei ’s biothei came fiom London to pass 
a summer at his native place A luciative employ- 
ment which he possessed, and a fondness foi the con- 
versation and diversions of the gay part of mankind, 
had so long kept him fioni ruial exclusions, that I 
had never seen him since my infancy. My cm losity 
w'as therefoie stioiigly excited by the hope of obseiv- 
ing a character more neaily, which I had hitheito 
revel enced only at a distance 

From all piivatc and intimate conveisation, I nas 
long withheld by the peipetual confluence of 
visitants with whom the fiist news of my uncle’s 

ariival 
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arn\al crowded the house, but Avas amply lecom- 
pensed by seeing an exact and punctilious practice 
of the arts of a courtiei, in all the stratagems of en- 
dearment, the gradations of respect, and \anations 
of courtesy I lemarKed with what justice of distri- 
bution he divided his talk to a %Mde circle, Midi 
Mhat address he offered to every man an occasion of 
indulging some fa\ourite topick or displacing some 
particular attainment, the judgment Mith which he 
regulated his enquiries after the absent , and the care 
with which he showed ail the companions of his early 
years how strongly theyweie inhxed in hia memorj, 
by the mention of past incidents and the recital of 
puerile kindnesses, dangers, and frolicks I soon 
discovered that he possessed some science of gratious- 
ness and attraction which books had not taught, and 
of which neither I nor my father had any knowledge 
tint he had the powei of obliging those whom he did 
not benefit, tliat he diffused, upon his cursory be- 
haMOur and most trifling actions a gloss of softness 
and delicacy by which every one was dazzled and 
that, by some occult method of captivation, he ani- 
mated the timorous, softened the supercilious, and 
opened the reserved I could not but repine at the 
inelegance of ray own manners, which left me no 
hopes but not to offend, and at the inefficacy of rus^- 
tick benevolence, which gamed no friends but by real 
«ervite 

unde saw tlie veneration with which I caught 
every accent of liis voice and watched every motion 
of his hand, ind the awkward diligence with which 
I endeavoured to imitate his embiace of fondness, 
and his bovvof icspcct He was, like others, easily 

flattered 
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fidtterecl by an imitator by uhom lie could not fear 
ever to be rivalled, and repaid my assidmlies nitli 
compliments and profcsbions Oui fondne^^s nas so 
increased by amutn.il cndcavom to please each othei, 
that when he letuincd to Lomhn, he derlaicd Imnsclf 
unable to leave a nephen so amiable .md so accom- 
plished behind him, and obtained in} talliei's pci- 
mission to enjoy m} company foi a few months, by a 
promise to initiate me in the aits of jiolitencss, and 
introduce me into publiek life 

The couiliei had little inclination to fatigue, and 
tliciefoie, by tiavelling very slowly, atloidcd me 
time for moie loose and fainilini conveisalion ; but 
I soon iound, that by a few- enqumes which he was 
'not well pi epaied to satisfy, I hed made him wears 
of his young companion His clement w as a mixed 
assembly, wheie ceiemony and healths, compliments 
and common topicks, kept the tongue emplo}cd with 
very little assistance fiom memoiy or reflection, but 
in the chaiiot, whcie he was necessitated to suppoi t 
a legular tenoui ot conveisation, without any iclief 
fiorn a new' comer, or any power of starting into {jav 
digiessions, or destioying aigument by a jest, he soon 
discovered that pov city of ideas ^vliich had been hi- 
therto concealed undei the tinsel of politeness The 
fiist day he entei tamed me with the novelties and 
wonders with which I should be astonished at my en- 
trance into London, and cautioned me with apparent 
admiration of his own wisdom against the aits by 
which rusticity IS frequently deluded The same de- 
tail and the same advice he would have icpeated on 
the second day , but as I every moment divei ted tho 
discourse to the histoiy of the towns by which vve 

passed, 
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parsed, or come other subject of learning or of rea 
son, he soon lost his \ivacitj, greu peevish and silent, 
■wrapped his cloak about him composed himself to 
slumber, and recerved his gayety for fitter auditors 

At length 1 entered London, and mj uncle was 
reinstated m his superiority He luaked at once to 
loquacity as soon as oui wheels rattled on the pave- 
ment, and told me the name of every sheet as we 
crossed it, and oi\ner of every house as we passed by 
He presented me to my aunt, a lady of great emi- 
nence foi the numbci of her icquaintances, and 
splendour of hei acsemblies, and either m kindness or 
revenge consulted with her, m my presence, hoiv I 
might be most adv irttagcously dressed for my first 
appearance, and most expeditiousl} disencumbered 
fiom my viliatick bashfulness My indignition at 
familiarity thus contemptuous flushed in my face, 
they mistook anger for sliainc, and alteinately ex- 
erted their eloquence upon the benefits of publick 
education, and the happiness of an assurance early 
acquired 

Assurance is indeed tlie only qmbfication to which 
they seem to have annexed merit, and assurance 
therefore is perpetually recommended to me as the 
supply of every defect and the ornament of every 
excellence I never sit silent in company when se- 
cret history is circulating, but I am reproached for 
want of assurance If I fail to return the stated an- 
swer to a compliment, if I am dbconcerted by un 
expected raillery, if I blush when I am discovered 
gazing on a beauty, or hesitate when I find myself 
cmbamiBsed m an argument, jf lam -unwilling to 
talk of what I do not undeistaiid, or timorous m un- 
dertaking 
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dertaUng offices which I cannot gracefully perform ; 
if I fuflei a more lively tatler to recount the casualties 
of a game, or a nimblei fop to pick up a fan, I am 
censured between pity and contempt, as a am etch 
doomed to giovel in obscuiity foi want of assurance 
I have found many young peisons harassed in the 
same manner, by those to a horn age has given nothing 
but the assurance which they recommend , and there- 
fore cannot but think it useful to infoi m them, that 
cowardice and delicacy aic not to be confounded , and 
that he whose stupidity has armed him against the 
shafts of ridicule, %\ill alv\a3^s act and speak with 
greater audacity, than they whose sensibility repi esses 
their aidoui, and ivho dare never let their confidence 
outgrow their abilities. 
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I 

Me paler scew oneret cateats i 

Quod Tiro clemens tnisero peperct 
Me xel eatremu l^umxdarum tn ons 

Xllasse releget IIoiu ' 

f 

Me let my father load with chinns 
Or banish to Kumidiai farthest plains^ 

AIj crime, that I a loyal wife 
In Jufid cooipassion savd my Imsband s life Frakci§ 

■pOLITICANS remark, that no oppression 
^ IS so heavy or laslmg'as that \\ Inch )s inflicted 
by tlie perversion and exorbitance of legal aullionty' 
Tlic robber may be seized, and the invader rcocJled, 
whenever tliey arc found, they who pretend no right 
but that of force may by force hi punished or sup- 
pressed But when plunder bears the name of im- 
post, and murder is perpetrated by a judicial isen^ 
tence, fortitude is intimidated, and wisdom con- 
founded resistance shrinks from an alliance with re- 
bellion, 'and the villain remains secure m tht robes of 
the magistrate 

Lqually dangerous and equally detestable are the 
cruelties often exercised in private families, under 
the venerable sanction of paiental authority, the 
power which we are taught to honour from the fiist 
moments of reason which guarded fiom insult 
and violation by all that can impress \\%c upon the 
mind of man, and which thercfoic may wanton m 
ciuelty without control, nnd trample the bounds of 

light 
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riMit with innumciciblc liansirrcssions ix'foic duty 
and piety ^Mll daic to seek lediess, 01 think tlieui- 
sclves athbcity to iccui to any othei means oi d( h- 
veiance than supplications b\ which insolence is clat* 
ed, and teais by winch cinclty is giatificd 
It w'as foi a long time imagined b3 the 
that no son could be the muuleici ot hw iathd , and 
they had thciefore no punishment appiojnialed to 
paiiicide They seem likewise to Ji uc btlieicd with 
equal confidence, that no fatliei could be ciiid to 
his child, and thcicfoie thc^ allowed c\ci 3 man the 
supieme judicatuic in his own hoii'C, and jint the 
lives of his oflspnng into bis bainR But c\pcii- 
ence infouncd them 1)3 degiecs, fnat they detcniiincd 
too hastily lu fa\om ot human nalmc, they found 
tliat instinct and haliit wtic not able to eonltiul with 
avarice 01 malice; that the ncaicsl relation inidit be 
violated, and that power, to whomsoever intrusted, 
might be ill einplo3cd liiey wcie thcicfoic obliged 
to supply and to change iheu institutions , to detei 
the paiiicide by a new law, aivi to transfei capital 
punishments fioin tlie paicnt to the iiiagistiatc. 

Theie aie indeed nian}^ houses whicli it is impos- 
sible to entci familial ly, vvidmut discovering that pa- 
rents are by no means exempt li om the into acations 
of dominion, and that he who is m no dangci of heal- 
ing lemonstiances but fiom his own conscience, will 
seldom be long without the ait of contiolhug his con- 
victions, and modifying justice by ins ow n w ill 

If in any situation the heait wcie inaccessible to 
inahgnity, it might be supposed to he sufficiently se- 
cured by paiental 1 elation To have voluntarily 
become to any being the occasion of its existence, 

pioduccs 
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pioduces an obligation to make that existence happ) 
To see helpless infancy stretching out her hands, ^and 
pouring out her cries in testimony of dependence, 
lutiiout an} powers to alarm jealousy, or anv guilt to 
alienate affection, must suielj awaken tenderness in 
every human mmd, and tenderness once excited will 
be hourly incieascd by the natural contagion of fe- 
licitv, b) the repercussion of communicated pleasure, 
bv the consciousness of the dignity of benefaction 
I believe no generous or benevolent man can see tlie 
vilest animal courting his i regain, and shnnking at 
h?s anger, placing his gambols of' delight befojc 
him, calling on him in disUcss, and fljingi to him m 
danger, without more kindness than he can persuade 
himself to feel for^the wild and unsocial inhabitants 
of the air and water We nnturallv endear toJ our- 
selves those to whom we iinpait any kind of pleasure 
because we imagine their affection and esteem secured 
to us by the benefits which they receive 
There is indeed another method by which the 
pride of supcnoiity mav be likewise gratified ' lie 
that has extinguished all the sensations of humariitv 
and has no longer any satistaction in the leflection 
that he is loved as the disiiibutoi of happiness, may 
please himself with exciting tenour as the mflictor of 
pam he maj delight his solitude witii contemphting 
the extent of his power and the force of his com 
mands, in imagining the desires that flutter on the 
tongue which is foi bidden to utter them, or the dis 
content which prejs on the heart in which fear con 
flnes it he may amuse himself with new contiiv 
ances of detection multiplications < of prohibition, 
and vanetics of punishment, and swell with cxulta 

tion 
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tion when he considers liou hlllc of the homn^o that 
he icccives he owes to choice 

That pnnccs of this cliai actor h.i^c been I noun, 
the history of all absolute kiniiilninH will infonn us, 
and since, as Austotk ohccncs, r, 
the go-oci nment of a fannlgis mturnlhi inmun ('final, it 
is, hkcothei monaichics, too often ailatMiiily ailimui- 
stered The regal and paicnlal t\iant diticr onl} in 
the e\tent of thcii dominion^, <ind tlic nuinhci of 
then sla\cs. The same passions cu^c the -.tmc nii- 
seiies, except that seldom any pi line, lioutvci de- 
spotick, has so fai shaken oil all awe of tiie j>ul)lick 
eye, as to vcntuic ujion those ficsiks of iniustue, 
which aic sometimes indulged undci the seciciy ot a 
private dwelling Capiicious mi'inctions, p,utial de- 
cisions, unequal allotments, disinljutioiii ol lew aid, 
notbymeiit, but by tanc), and ])umshmcnt>, regu- 
lated not by the dcgicc of the odence, but b) tiic 
humoui of the judge, aic too ficqucnt wheic no powci 
is known but that of a father 

That he delights in the misciy of otheis, no man 
■will confess, and yet ■'ihat othei motive can make a 
father crueH The king may be instigated b^^ one man 
to the destruction of anothei , he maj sometime^ think 
himself endangered by the Mitucs ot a subject, he 
may diead the successful gcnci.d 01 the popular 
orator, his avaiice may point out golden confisca- 
tions , and hi 5 guilt may whispei that lie can only be 
secuie by cutting off all pow'ci of ie\engc 

But what can apaient hope fiom the oppicssion of 
those who weie born to his protection, of tliose who 
can distuib him with no competition, who can en- 
rich him with no spoils? Why cow aids aic ciuel 

may 
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maybe easily discovered, but for hat reason, not 
more infamous than coivaidice, can that man delight 
in oppression who has nothing to fear? 

The unjustifiable seventy of a parent is loaded with 
this acgravation, that those whom he injures are al- 
ways in bis sight The injustice of a pimce is often 
exercised upon those of whom he never had any per- 
sonal or particular knowledge, and the sentence 
which he pronounces, whether of bamshment, im- 
pnaonment, or death, removes from his view the 
man whom he condemns But the domestick op- 
pressor dooms himself to gaze upon those faces wJiich 
he clouda with terrour and with sorrow , and beliolds 
every moment the effects of his own birbanties He 
that can bear to give continual pain to those who 
sui round him, and can walk with satisfaction in tlio 
gloom pf his own presence, he that can see submis- 
sive misery without relenting and meet without emo- 
tion the eye that implores mercy, 01 demands justice, 
will scarcely be amended by remonstrance or admo 
nition, he has found means of stopping the a\enues 
of tenderness, and arming his heart against the force 
of reason 

Even thowgh no consideration should be paid to 
the great Kw of social beings, by which every indi 
viclual IS commanded to consult the happiness of 
others, yet the harsh parent is less to be vindicated 
than any other criminal, because he less provides foi 
the happiness of himself Every man, however httla 
he loves others, would willingly be loved, every 
man hopes to live long and therefore liopes for that 
time at which he shall sink back to imbecility, and 
must depend for ease and clieerfulness upon the ofii 

VoL VI E ciousne'^s 
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ciousness of others. But how has he oh\ iatecl the 
inconvenicncies of old age, who alienates fiom him 
the assistance of his childien, and Mhose bed must be 
suiTounded m the last lioiirs, in the houis of languor 
and dejection, of impatience and of pain, by strangers 
to whom his life is indifferent, or by enemies to whom 
his death is desirable ^ 

Piety wall indeed m good minds overcome provo- 
cation, and those who have been haiassed by brutality 
will forget the injuiics which they ha\e buffered, so 
fai as to peifoim the last duties wiUi alaciity and peal 
But suiely no resentment can be equally jiamful with 
kindness thus undesei ved, noi can scvci er punishment 
be imprecated upon a man not wholly lost in meanness 
and stupidity, than, thiough the tcdionsncss of de- 
crepitude, to be leproached by the kindness qf his 
own children, to receive not the tiibute but the alms 
of attendance, and to ow'e every relief of his miseries^ 
not to gratitude but to mercy. 
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Numb 149 Tvesoay, Avgitsi 30, 1751. 

Qaoi non stt Pt/lades hoc tempore non sit Orestet 
Mtrans^ Pylades 3Iarce bibebat idem 
iV ec mehor pfl«w, turdusve dabatnr Orestt 
Sed par afque eadem cana duobus erat 
Te Cadmaa Tyros me ptnguts Gallia xesht 
Vts te purpureum ilarce sagalus amem^ 

XJt prastem Pyladen ahquts mthi prastet Oresfem 
Hoe non Jit cerbts Marce^ vt ametts, ama 

Mart VI ii 

"i ou wonder now that no man set^ 

Such fnends as those of ancient Greece 

Here lay the point Orestes' meat 

AVas just the same bis friend did eat 
Nor can It yet be found liis uine 
V as better Pylades than thine 
In heme>spun russet I am drest 
' 1 our cloth IS always of the best 

But honest ilfurcits if you please 
To chiise me for your Pylades i 

Keraember words alone are vam 
Love if you wou d be lo\ d ogam F Lem is 

To the RAAIBLER 

SIR, 

N O depratityof the mind has been more fre 
quently or justly censured than ingratitude 
There is indeed sufficient reason for looking on 
those that can return etil tor good and repay kind 
ness and assistance with hatred or neglect, a* corrupt 
cd beyond the common degrees of xvickedness, nor 
will he, who has once been clearly detected in acts 
i. 2 of 
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of injuiy to his benefactoi, deseive to be numbered 
among social beings , he has endeavoured to destroy 
confidence, to inteicept sympathy, and to tuin every 
man’s attention wholly on himself. 

There is always danger lest the honest abhoriencc 
of a Clime should raise the passions with too much 
violence against the man to whom it is imputed. In 
piopoition as guilt is moie enoimous, it ought to be 
ascertained by stionger evidence. The charge against 
ingratitude is very general, almost every man can tell 
whatfavoms he has confened upon insensibility, and 
how much happiness he has bestowed without ictuin; 
but perhaps, if these pations and piotcctois weie 
confronted with any whom they boast of having be- 
friended, It would often appeal that thc}' consulted 
only then pleasure or vanity, and lepaid themselves 
their petty donatives by giatifications of insolence and 
indulgence of contempt 

It has happened that much of my time has been 
passed in a dependent state, and consequently I hav e 
received manyfavouis in the opinion of those at vi hose 
expense I have been maintained , yet I do not feci m 
my heart any burning giatitudc or tumultuous affec- 
tion; and, as I would not willingly suppose m^'self 
less susceptible of virtuous passions than the rest of 
mankind, I shall lay the histoiy of my life before 
you, that you may, by your judgment of my conduct, 
eithei lefoim, or confirm, my piesent sentiments 

My father was ,the second son of a very ancient and 
wealthy family. He mairied a lady of equal biith, 
whose fortune, joined to diis own, might have sup- 
poited his posteiity in honour; but being gay and 
ambitious, he prevailed on his friends to procure him 
2 ' a post. 
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apostj T^hich ga\e him an opportumty of displaying 
his elegance and politeness My motlier nas equally 
pleased ■witli splendour, and equally careless of ex- 
pense, they bbth justified their profusion to them- 
selves, by endeavouring to believe it necessary to the 
extension of their acquaintance, and improvement of 
their interest, and whenever any place became va- 
cant, they expected to be repaid In the midst of 
these hopes my father was snatched away by an apo 
plexy, and my mother, who had no pleasuie but m 
dress, equipage, assemblies, and compliments, find- 
ing that slie could live no longer in her accustomed 
rank, sunk into dejection, and in ts\o years wore out 
her life with envy and discontent 

I was sent with a sister, one jear younger than my- 
self, to the elder brother of m> father We were not 
yet capable of observing bow much fortune influences 
uffection, but flattered ourselves on the load with the 
tenderness and regard witli which we should be tieated 
by our uncle Our reception was rather frigid than 
malignant, we were introduced to our young cou 
sins, and for the fii st month more frequently consoled 
than upbnided but lu a short time we found our 
prattle repressed our dress neglected, our endear- 
ments unregaided, and our requests referred to the 
housekeeper ' 

The forms of decenej were now violated, and every 
day produced new insults We were soon brought 
to the necessity of receding from our imagined equa- 
lity witli our cousins, to whom we sunk into humble 
companions without choice or influence, expected 
only to echo their opinions, facilitate their desires, 
and accompany their rambles It was unfortunate 
E 3 that 
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that our early intioduction into polite company, and 
habitual knowledge of the aits of civility, had given 
us such an appearance of superiority to the awkward 
bashfulness of oui relations, as naturally drew respect 
and preference from every stranger; and my aunt 
was forced to assert the dignity of her own children 
while they were sculking m coineis for fear of notice, 
and hanging down their heads in silent confusion, by 
relating the indiscretion of our father, displaying her 
own kmdnesb, lamenting the misery of birth without 
estate, and declarmg her anxiety for our future pro- 
vision, and the expedients which she had foimed 
to secure us from those follies or crimes, to which 
the conjunction of pride and w'ant often gives occa- 
sion In a short time caie was taken to prevent 
such vexatious mistakes, we were told, tliat fine 
clothes w'oiild only fill our heads with' false expecta- 
tions, and our dress w^as therefore accommodated to 
our fortune 

Childhood IS not easi^' dejected or mortified. We 
felt no lasting pain from insolence or neglect; but 
finding that we were favoured and commended by all 
wfiose interest did not pi ompt them to discountenance 
us, pieserved our vivacity and spnit to yeais of greater 
sensibility It then became irksome and disgusting 
to live without any principle of action but the will of 
another, and we often met privately in the garden 
to lament oui condition, and to ease our heaits 
with mutual narratives of capiice, peevishness, and 
afllont. 

There are innumerable modes of insult and tokens 
of contempt, for winch it is not easy to find a name, 
which vamsh to nothing m an attempt to describe 

them. 
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thfem, and jet may, by continual repetition, make 
day pass after day m sorrow and in terrour Phrases 
of cursory compliment and established salutation may, 
by a different modulation of the voice, or cast of the 
countenance, convey contnry meanings, and be 
changed fiom indications of respect to expressions 
of scorn The dependants ho cultivates delicacy m 
himself, very little consults bis onn tranquillity My 
unhappy vigilance is every moment discovering some 
petuhnee of accent, or arrogance of mien some ve- 
hemence of interrogation, or quickness of rcplj, that 
recals my povertj to my mind, and which I feel more 
acutely, as I know not how to resent it 

You are not, however, to imagine, tliatl think my- 
self dischaiged from tlie duties of gratitude, only be- 
cause mv relations do not adjust their looks, or tune 
their voices to my expectation The insolence of 
benefaction terminates not in negative rudeness or 
obliquities of insult I am often told m express terms 
of the misencs from which chanty has snatched me, 
while multitudes are suffered by lelations equallj near 
to devolve upon the parish, and have moie than once 
heard it numbered among otlier favours that I am 
admitted to the same tabic with my cousins 

That I sit at the first table I inust acknowledge, 
but I sit there only that I may feel the stings of in 
fenonty Afy enquiries are neglectctl, my Opinion 
IS overborn, my assertions are controverted and, as 
insolence always propagates itself, tlie servants over- 
look me, in imitation of their master if I call mo-,^ 
destly, I am not heard , if loudly, my usurpation of 
authority is checked by a general irow n I am often 
obliged to look uninvited upon delicacies, and some- 
times desired to rise upon very slight pretences 
X4 


The 
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The incivilities to 'which I am exposed would give 
me less pain,, where they not aggravated by the teats 
of my sister, whom the young ladies are hourly tot- 
menting with every art of feminine persecution As 
it is said of the supreme magistiate of Venice, that he 
is a prince in one place and a slave in another, my 
sister IS a servant to her cousins in their apai tments, 
and a companion only at the table. Her •‘vit and 
beauty diaw so much regard away fiom them, that 
they never suffer her to appear with them in any place 
\*vhere they solicit notice, or expect admiration , and 
when they are visited by neighbouring ladies, and 
pass their hours m domestick amusements, she is 
sometimes called to fill a vacancy, insulted with 
contemptuous freedoms, and dismissed to her needle, 
when her place is supplied The heir has of late, 
by the instigation of his sisters, begun to harass her 
with clownish joculaiityj he seems inclined to make 
Ins fiist rude essays of waggery upon her; and by 
the connivance, if not encouragement, of his father, 
tieats her with such licentious brutahty, as I cannot 
bear, though I cannot punish it 

I beg to be informed, Mr. Rambler, how much 
w'e can be supposed to owe to beneficence, exeited 
on terms like these ? to beneficence which pollutes its 
gifts with contumely, and may be truly said to pander 
to pride ^ I would willingly be told, whether inso- 
lence does not reward its own liberalities, and whe- 
ther he that exacts servility can, with justice, at the 
game time, expect affection^ 

I am, SIR, &c 

HYPERDULUS, 
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Nojin 150 Saturdai, August si, 1751 


O munera nojidum 

InielUcla Dedm ' Lucan 

■ ■ . .Tliou chiefest good* 

Bestow d Jby Heaven, tut seldom understood Rowt 

AS daily experience malies it evident that misfor- 
tunes are unavoidably intidcnt to human life, 
that calamity will neUier be repelled by fortitude, 
nor escaped by flight , neither awed by greatness, 
nor eluded by obscurity , philosophers have endea- 
voured to reconcile us to that condition which they 
cannot teach us to mend, by persuading us that most 
of our evils are made afllictue only by ignorance or 
perverseness, and that nature has annexed to every 
vicissitude of external circumstances some advantage 
sufiicient to overbalance all its inconveniencies 

This attempt may, perhaps be justly suspected of 
resemblance to the practice of physicians, who, when 
they, cannot mitigate pam destroy sensibility, and 
endeav our to conceal by opiates, the meflicacy of their 
other mcdicmes The panegyrists of calamity have 
more frequently gained applause to their wit, than 
acquiescence to their arguments nor has it appealed 
that the most musical oratoiy or subtile ratiocination 
has been able long to overpower the anguish of op 
pression, the tediouSness of languor, or the longings 
of wont 
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Yet, it may be generally remarked, that, -where 
much has been attempted, something has been per- 
formed; though the discoveiies or acquisitions of 
mau aie not aUvays adequate to the expectations of 
bis pride, they are at least sufficient to animate 
bis industry The antidotes \vith -which philosophy 
bas medicated the cup of life, though they can- 
not give it salubiity and sweetness, have at least 
allajed its bitterness, and contempered its malig- 
nity,- the balm which she diops upon the wounds of 
the mind abates then pain, though it cannot heal 
them 

By suffenng u illingly what w e cannot avoid, we 
secure ourselves from vain and immoderate disquiet ; 
-we preserve for better pin poses that stiength which , 
would be unprofitably wasted in wild efforts of des- 
peration, and maintain that circumspection wdiich 
may enable us to seize every suppoit, and impiover 
e-very allegation. This calmness will be more easily 
obtained, as the attention is moie powei fully with- 
diawn from the contemplation of unmingled un- 
abated evil, and divei ted to those accidental benefits ' 
■which prudence may confei on every state. 

Seneca has attempted, not only to pacify us m mis- 
fortune, but almost to allure us to it, by repi esenting- 
it as necessary to the pleasuies of the mind He that 
n&oer was acquainted with ad'cersity, says he, has seen 
the world but on one side, and is ignorant of half the 
scenes of nature He invites his pupil to calamity, 
as the Syrens allured the passenger to then coasts, 
by promising that he shall return Tr-huovu tiXV, wuth 
increase of knowdedge, with enlarged -view’s, and 
multiplied ideas. 


Cuiiosity 
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Curiosity IS, in ^eat and generous minds, the "first 
passion and the last , and perhaps always predomi 
nates in proportion to the strength of the contempla- 
tive faculties He nho easily comprebend& all that 
is before him, and soon exhausts any single subject, 
IS aln ays eager for new enquiries , and, in proportion 
as the intellectual eye takes in a uider prospect, it 
must be gratified uith vanety by more rapid flights, 
and bolder excursions, nor perhaps can there be 
proposed to those nho have been accustomed to the 
pleasures of thought, a more powerful incitement to 
any undertaking, than the hope of filling their fancy 
with new images of cleanng their doubts, and en- 
lightening their reason 

When Jason, in Vaknns Tlaccus, would incline 
the young pnnee Acastus to accompany him in the 
first essay of navigation, he dispeises his apprehen 
sions of danger by representations of the new tracts 
of earth and heaven, which the expedition would 
spread before their eyes, and tells him with what 
gnef he wnll hear, at their return, of the countries 
which they shall have seen, and the toils which tliey 
have surmounted 

0 quantum terra quantum cognoscere call 
Permmum est ' fclagus quantot aperimus in usus ’ 

Nunc foi san grace rens opus sed lata rccun et 
Cum rails ^ caram cum jam ituhi leddct lolcon 
Qutspudor heu noilros ftbt tme aulire labores ' 

Quam referam inas lua per smpirta gentes t 
Led by our stars what tr^ts immense we trace * 

From eds remote what lunds of science raise • 

A pam to thought' but when tb heroick band 
^ Keturns applauded to tbeir native land 
A life domestick }ou will then deplore 
And si^h while-I describe the various shore Edw Cate. 

Acastus 
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Acastus was soon prevailed upon by his cunosity to 
set rocks and hardships at defiance, and commit his 
life to the winds , and the same motives have, in all 
ages had the same effect upon those whom the desire 
of fame or wisdom has distinguished fiom the loi\er 
ordeis of mankind. 

If, theiefore, it can be pioved that distress is neces- 
sary to the attainment of kno\v ledge, and that a 
happy situation hides from us so large a part of the 
field of meditation, the envy of many n ho repine at 
die sight of affluence and splendour mil be much di- 
minished , for such IS the delight of mental supe- 
riority, that none on whom nature or study have 
confeired it, would pin chase tlie gifts of fortune by 
its loss. 

It IS certain, that however the rhetorick of Seneca 
may have dressed adveisity with extrinsick ornaments, 
he has justly lepresented it as affording some oppor- 
tunities of observation, which cannot be found in con- 
tinual success ; he has ti uly assei ted, that to escape 
misfoitune is to want instruction, and that to live at 
ease is to live in ignorance 

As no man can enjoy happiness without thinking 
that he enjoys it, the experience of calamity is ne- 
cessary to a just sense of better fortune, for the 
good of our present state is merely comparative, and 
■file evil which every man feels will be sufficient 
to- disturb and harass him, if he does not know 
how much he escapes The lustre of diamonds is 
ihvigoiated by the interposition of darker bodies; 
tlie hghtb of a picture aie cieated by the shades. 
The highest pleasure which nature has indulged 
to sensitive peiception, is that of rest after fatigue; 

yet. 
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5 ct, that state which labour heightens into delight, 
IS of Itself only case, and is incapable of satisfying 
the mind \nthout the superaddition of diversified 
amusements 

Prosperity, as is truly asserted by Seneca^ \-ciy 
much obstructs the knowledge of ourselves No 
man can form a just estimate of his own powers 
by unactive speculation Tliat fortitude which lias 
encountered no dangers, that prudence which lias 
surmounted no difficulties, that integrity which lias 
been attacked by no temptations, can at best be 
considered but as gold not jet brouglit to the lc«t, 
of which therefore the true value cannot be assigned 
He that traiverses the lists without an adversary ^ may 
recavff says the plulosophcr, the reward of xictonft 
hut he has no pretensions to the honour If it be tlie 
highest happiness of man to contemplate himself vnth 
^tibfaction, and to receive the gratulations of Ins 
own conscience, he whose courage has made way 
amidst the turbulence of opposition, and whose vigour 
has broken through the snares of distress, has many 
advantages over those that have slept in the sliades of 
indolence, and w hose retrospect of time can cntcitain 
them with nothing butdaj nsing upon day, and^car 
jjhdmg after year 

Equalfy necessaiy IS some vwiety of foituno to a 
nearer inspection of the manners, pnnciples, nnd 
affections of mankind Pimees when they would 
know the opinions or grievances ot their subjects 
hndit necessaiy to steal away from guards and at 
tendants, and mifigle on equal terms among the 
people To him who is known to have the powei 

of 
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of doing good or harm, nothing is shown in its 
natmal form. The behaviour of all that appioacli 
him is legulated by his humour, their nanativcs 
are adapted to his inclination, and their reasonings 
determined by his opinions ; whatever can alaim 
suspicion, or excite lescntmcnt, is carefully sup- 
pi essed, and nothmg appeals but umfoimity of senti- 
ments and aidom of affection It may be obsen’ed, 
that the unvaried complaisance which ladies ha\e the 
right of exacting, keeps them gcneially unskilled in 
human nature, prospeiity will aluays enjoy the 
female prerogatives, and thciefore must be ahiays m 
danger of female ignorance Ti uth is scar cely to be 
heard, but by those from nhom it can serve no 
interest to conceal it. 
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Numb I5i Tuesdai, 27, 1751 

vi> ^(ler afftrXx »* 
tt »f ifjtriTot ttftftarrec 

T*vr ^ afi-iKaiof 
*'0t* »?» *«• <» T»Xft»- 

<•£ ^ifraTflf ?IVDA1U 

But xrrapt in error is the human mind 
And human bliss i ever insecure 

Know we what fortune ytt remains behind? 

Know «e how long ^e present shall endure? West 

^HE enters of medicine nntl physiology have 
traced, with great appearance of accuracy, the 
effects of time upon the human body, by marking 
the ranous penods of the constitution, and the 
several stages by which animal life makes its pro 
gress from iiifaiicy to decrepitude Though their 
observations have not enabled them to discoier hoiv 
manhood may be accelerated, or old age retarded, 
yet surely, if they be considered only as tlie amuse- 
ments of curiosity, they are of equal impoitance with 
conjectures on things more remote, with catalogues 
of the fixed stars, and calculations of the bulk of 
planets 

It had been a task worthy of tlie moral philosophers 
to have considered with equal care the clilmctencls 
of the mind , to have pointed out the time at which 
every passion begins and ceases to predominate, and 
noted the regular vaiiations of desire, and the succes 
Sion of one appetite to another 


The 
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The periods of mental change arc not to be stated 
•with equal ceitainty, our bodies gio\\ up under the 
caic of nature, and depend so little on our onn ma- 
nagement, that something moic llian negligence is nc- 
cessaiy to discompose their structure, 01 impede their 
vigour. But our minds arc committed in a great 
measure fust to the direction of others, and afler- 
ivaids of ourselves. It would bo dilTicult to piotract 
the weakness of infancy beyond tlie usiuil lime, but 
the mind may be \ cry easily hindcicd fiom its ^-iiaic 
of improvement, and the bulk and slicngtli of man- 
hood must, luthoutthc assistance of education and 
instruction, be informed only with the understanding 
of a child. 

Yet, amidst all the disorder and inequality whidi 
variety of discipline, cvamplc, comcrsation, and 
employment, pioducc in the inlcllcctiial advances of 
diffeient men, there is still discovcicd, by a vigilant 
spectator, such a gcneial and remote similitude, iis 
may be expected in the same common natuie af- 
fected by external circumstances indefinitely varied 
We all enter the woild m equal ignoiauce, ga/e 
round about us on the same objects, and have out 
first pains and pleasures, our fust hopes and fcais, 
oui first aversions and desiies, fiom the same causes ; 
and though, as we proceed farther, life o})cns w idcr 
prospects to oui view, and accidental impulses de- 
termine us to different paths, yet as every mind, 
however vigorous or absti acted, is necessitated, in its 
present state of union, to receive its infoimations, 
and execute its purposes, by the intervention of the 
body, the uniformity of our coiporeal natuie com- 
municates Itself to our intellectual opeiations, and 

those 
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thoae ^^hose abilities 01 kno^\ledgc incline them 
most to deviate from the general round of lift, are 
lecallcd fiom eccentricity by the hv>s> of then e\i<it 
dice 

Ifwc considei the excicises of the mind, it uill 
be found thit in each part of life some particular 
-faculty 15 more eminently employed M hen the 
treasures of knoi' ledge are fiist opened before us, 
■uhile novelty blooms alike on either hand, and e\ery 
thing equally unknown and unexamined seems of 
equal value, the powci 'of the soul is piincipally ex- 
erted m a' vivacious and desultory cuiiosity She 
ippliea by turns to every object, enjoys it for a short 
time, and flies vnth equdl ardoui to another She 
delights to catch up loose and unconnected ideas, 
but starts away from systems and comphfcations, 
VI Inch would obstruct ihe rapidity of her transition*, 
and detain her long in the same pursuit 1 * 

'Wiien a number of distinct images are 'collected 
by tlicaC cnatick lud hasty snrvcys the fancy i* bu- 
sied m arranging them, and combine'' th'^m into 
pleasing pictures with more rc^einbluiice to the reali- 
ties of life as cxpencncC advances, and new obsei- 
vations rectify the former hilc the judgment is 
yet uninformed, and unable to compare the diaughts 
of fiction with their ongmals we arc delighted with 
improbable adventures, impracticable vntucs and 
iminitiblc chamctcis But in propoition as we lia\e 
more opportunities of acquunting ourselves witli 
living nature vie arc ‘^ooner disgusted with copies 
m v\hich there appear* no le^emblauce^ We hrst 
discaid absurdity and impossibih^, then cj.act greater 
and greater degree* of probabilitv, but at last become 

vIl ^ I 1 cold 
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cold and insensible to the clmi ms of falsehood, lioiv- 
ever specious, and, fioin the iinitatioiib of tiuth, nliicli 
aie nevei pci feet, tiansfci oiu affection to tiuth it- 
self. 

Now commences the icign of judgment oi rca'^on ; 
we begin to find little jilcasurc hut in comparing argu- 
ments, stating piopoaitions, disentangling peiplcxi- 
ties, dealing ambiguities, and deducing conse- 
quences Tlic painted vales of imagination are dc- 
scited, and oui intellectual activity is cxcicised in 
n Hiding till ough the lahyiinths of fallacy, and toiling 
ivith film and cautious steps up the nauou tiacts of 
.demonstration ‘Whatever nmy lull \igilancc, or 
mislead attention, is contemptuouslv i ejected, and 
evciy disguise in which eiioui ma} he concealed, is 
caicfully ohseivcd, till, by degices, a cci tain number 
of ihcontestahle or unsuspected piopositions aie esta- 
blished, and at last concatenated into arguments, or 
compacted into systems. 

At length weaiiness succeeds to lahoui, and the 
mind lies at case in the contemplation oi hei own 
attainments, without any desire of new conquests oi 
excuisions This is the age of i ccollcclion and nar- 
rative , the opinions aie settled, and the avenues of 
appiehensioii shut against an3miew intelligence, the 
(days that aie to follow must pass in the inculcation 
of piecepts all eady collected, and asseition of tenets 
alieady leceived , nothing is hcncefoiwaid so odious 
as opposition, so insolent as doubt, oi so dangeious 
^as novelty. 

In like mannei the passions usuip the sepaiate 
command of the successive peiiocls of life To the 
.(lappiness of our first yeais nothing moic seems ne- 
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cessnrj than freedom fiom restraint E^cry man may 
rememlier that if he was left to Inin'clf, and indulged 
in the disposal of his own time, he was once content 
without the supcraddition of an^ actual pleasure The 
new world IS Itself a banquet, and, till we have cx- 
liaustcd'thc frcsl nc,s of Iitc, we have alwijs about us 
sufficient gratifications tiic sunshine quickens us to 
pla}, and the shade unites us to sleep 

But we «oon become unaitisficd with negatne ft 
licit), and arc solicited b) our senses and appetites 
to more powerful delights, ns the taste of him who 
has satisfied his hunger must be excited by artificial 
stimulations Tlic simplicity of natural amusement 
IS now past, and art and contrivance must improve 
our pleasures, but, m time, art, like nature, is t\ 
hausted, and the ecnscs can no longer siippl) the 
ciavings of the intellect 

Tlic attention is then Innsfcircd fro n pleasure to 
interest, in whicli pleasure is perhaps mcludcd, 
though difiused to a wider extent, and proti iclcd 
through new gradations Nothing now dances be 
/ore the eves but wealth and power, nor iings m the 
ear, but the voice of fame, wcilth, to v Inch, how 
ever devvawww?kt,vA, «.x«.Yy wvm wt ‘=-gw\w Xvwvi 

or other aspires, power, which all wib to obtain 
within their circle of act»on, and fame, whicn no 
man, however high or niecn, iiowcvci wi c oi icno 
rant, wasjet able to despite Now piaidcncc and 
foresight exert their influence No hour is devoted 
wholly to any present cnjO)mv.nt, no act oi pm pose 
terminates in it elf, but cverv motion is lefcucd to 
some distant end , the accompli hm*'nt of one de- 
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sign begins anothei, and the ultimate m ish is ahv ays 
pushed oft' to its loimei distance 

At length fame is obscived to be uncertain, and 
power to be dangcious, the man u hose vigoui and 
alaciity begin to foisake him, by degiees contiacts 
his designs, 1 emits his former multiplicity of pur- 
suits, and extends no longer his regaid 'to any other 
honoui than the 1 eputation of m ealth, or any other 
influence than his powei Avaiice is generally the 
last passion of those lives of which the lii st pai t has 
been squandered in pleasuie, and the second devoted 
to ambition He that sinks iindci the fatigue of 
getting wealth, lulls his age m itli the mildei business 
of saving it 

I have in this view of life consideied men as actu- 
ated only by natuial dcsiies, and yielding to then own 
inclinations, without legard to supciioui piinciplcs, by 
^ihicli the toice of external agents may be countei acted, 
and the tcmpoiaiy prevalence of passions icstiaincd. 
Nature will indeed ahvays opeiatc, human desires 
will be always ranging, but these motions, though 
\eiy poweiful, are not icsistlcss, natuie may be le- 
gulated, and desires go\ ei ned , and, to contend with 
the pieclommance of successive passions, to be en- 
dangered fiist by one aftcction, and then by anothei, 
IS the condition upon which w^c aie to paSs our time, 
the time of our piepaiation foi that state which shall 
put an end to experiment, to disappointment, and to 
change 



N‘ 152 


THE U VAIBLI R 


Cq 


Kuhb las StronDAi, 'liigusl 31, 1751 

Tristta fnasturi 

I ullum verba decent uatum plena mnafun lion 

Di astrous words can best di as!er show 

In angrj phrast the anj.r\ passions glow ElphiSSton 

“II It 'IS tlic tn«doin sajs Seneca, “of nncjcnt 
“ times, to consider uint is most useful ns most 
“illustrious If tins rule be ipplicd to works of 
genius, scarcely an) species of composition desertes 
more to be tnltnutcd thin the cpistolar) st3lc, since 
none i* of moic \ inous oi frequent u c, through the 
whole suboidiuation of human hie 

It has jet happened tint, unong the numerous 
wntera which our nation In» pioductd, equal per* 
haps always 111 forte iml genius, and of late in clc 
gance and ictniic\ to those of anv other country, 
^eryfew hive ende noured to distinguish themselves 
- by the public itiou ol letters, c\cc]it such as were 
written in the di=clnr^c of puhlicl trusts, and during 
the tnncaction of git it ufifiirs which, though they 
afford precedents to the minister, iind memon ils to 
the liibton m, ire of no use is c\ unplcs of tlic f umli ir 
style 01 models ot pi i\ ate con cbpondcnce 

If It be mquiicd bv foicigncis how this dcfici 
ency has happciiLd iii the litcraluic of a countr), 
wheic all indulge themselves tilth so little dangci jn 
speaking tuid wliuii^ mij we not witliout either 
bigotry 01 aiTogiiict infonn them, that it must be 
j j imputed 
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imputed to our contempt of tiifles, and our due 
sense of the digmty of the pubhek? We do not think 
it icasonablc to fill the uoild uitli \olumcs lioni 

f 

^^hlch nothing can be Ictuned, nor expect that the 
employments of the busy, 01 the amusements of tlic 
gay, should gne nay to nail alnes of our pin ale af- 
faiis, complaints of absence, cxpicssions of fondness, 
or declarations of’ fidelity 

A slight pciusal of the innumciable letters by 
ivhich the ivits of Fi ewee ha\ e signah/cd their names, 
ivill piove that othei nations need not be discoiiuiged 
from the like attempts by the consciousness of inabi- 
lity , for suicly it is not very difficult to aggravate 
tiiflmg niisfortuncs, to magnify familiar incidents, 
repeat adulatoiy professions, accumulate senile liy- 
perboles, and produce all that can be found in the 
despicable lemains of Voiture and Soatroii 

Yet, as much of life must be passed in afiiins con- 
sideiable only by tlicir frequent occurrence, and 
much of the pleasure which our condition allons, 
must be produced by giving elegance to trifles, 
it IS necessary to learn how to become,, little •without 
becoming mean, to maintain the necessary intei- 
course of civility, and fill up the vacuities of actions 
by agreeable appeal ances. It had theiefoie been 
of advantage, if such of our writers as have excelled 
in the art of decorating insignificance, had supplied 
us w ith a few sallies of innocent ga} et}', effusions of 
honest tenderness, or exclamation^ of unimpoitant 
hurry 

/ Precept has generally been posteiior to perform- 
ance The art of composing woiks of genius has 
never been taught but by the example of those who 

performedj 
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performed it bj nntiinl \your of imagination, and 
rectitude of judgment As nc Invc fen letters, ne 
Imre likcmse fen criticisms upon the epistolnrj stjle 
Tlie observation with nhicli tl ahh has introduced 
his pages of inanitj, are such ns give bun little claim 
to the rank assigned linn by Dryden among the crl 
ticks Letters, 'iijs he, m i mtemkd as 1 csmbtanccs 
ef conversation, and the cliitf ctcel/cnciLS of convci na- 
tion ai e good tiiiinoiir and good bi ceding fins re- 
mark, equally rahinble for its nevclty and proprictj, 
he dilates and enforces nitli an appearance of com 
] Icte acquiescence in Ills oivii discovery 

No man nas ever in doubt about tlio'moral quali- 
ties of a letter It has been alnnjs known tli it he 
who cndcivpun to ple-asc must appear pie esed, and 
lie nlio would not provoke uidencss must not practise 
it. But the question among those who cslubhsh 
rules for an epistolarj pcrfoniiance is how gayety or 
civility may bo properly expressed, as among tlio 
enticks m history it is not contestcil whether tiutli 
ought to bo prescived, but by what inocle of diption it 
IS best adorned 

As letters are written on all subjects, in all states 
of mind, they cannot bo properly reduced to settled 
rules or dcsciibcd by any single cimractciistiek, 
and wo may safely disentangle our minds fiom 
cntical embarrassincnts, by detcnnining that a let- 
ter has no peculiaritj but its form, and tint no 
thing IS to bo refused idmission, which would bo 
proper in any other nieUiod ot tieituig the same 
subject nio qualities of the cpistol iiy stylo most 
frequently required are case and simplicity, an ev cn 
flow of pnlabourcd diction, and in artlcsj in inge- 
14 * Hient 
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mciit of obvious sentiments But these directions are 
no sooner applied to use, than tlicir scantiness and 
impel fcction become evident Letters aic -uiitten 
to the great and to the mean, to the learned and the 
ignoiant, at lest and in disticss, in spoit and in jias- 
sion. Nothing can be inoic impropci than ease tind 
laxity of expression, hen the impoi tance of the sub- 
ject impi esses solicitude, or the dignity of the poison 
exacts icverencc. 

That letters should be iMittcn i\ith strict con- 
foimity to natuic is tiue, because nothing but(on- 
formity to iiatuie can make any composition beauti- 
ful 01 just But it IS natural to depart from fami- 
liaiity of language upon occasions not fauiihai. 
Whatcier elevates the sentimenb will conscqucntl} 
raise the cxpicssion, whatcvei fills us with hope 01 
teiioui, wall produce some pcituibation of images 
and some figuiative distoitions of piaMx Wherever 
tve arc studious to please, avc aie afiaid of ti listing 
our fii st thoughts, and endeavoiu to lecommcnd our 
opinion by studied 01 naments, accuracy of method, 
and elegance of style 

If the peisonagcs of the comick scene be allowed 
by liorate to laise then language in the tiansports of 
anger to the tuigrd vehemence ot tiagcdy, the episto- 
lary wiitci may likewise without ccnsuie comply 
with the vaiieties of hiSvmattci If gieat events aie 
to be related, he may with all the solemnity of an 
historian deduce them fiom theii causes, connect 
them with their concomitants, and tiatc them to 
then consequences ' It a disputed position is to be 
established, 01 a 1 emote piinciple to be iiwestigated, 
he may detail his leasomngs with all the nicety of 
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sjllOqistick method If -v menace is to be 'iicrted, 
or a benefit implored he may, iiitliout anj nohtion 
of the edicts of criticism, call eierj poiiei of rhetorick 
to his assistance, and try ever} inlet at 11 Inch love or 
jjity enters the heart 

Letters that have no other end than the ciitcitam 
ment of the correspondents aie more piopcily legi - 
jated by cntical precepts, because the matter and st^le 
arc equally arbitrarv, and rules arc more neccssaiv, 
as there is a largci poivei of choice In letteis of 
this kind some conceive art giaceful, and others 
think neglinence amiable , some model them bv the 
sonnet, and i)ill allow them no means of delighting 
but the soft lapse of calm mellifluence , others adjust 
them by the epigram, and evpcct pointed sentences 
and forcible peiiods The one party considers ex- 
emption from faults as the height of excellence the 
other looks upon neglect of excellence as the most dis 
gusting fault one avoids ccnsuic, the other aspiies 
to praise one is always in danger of insipidity, the 
other continually on the bunk of affectation 

When the subject has no mti insick dignity it must 
necessarily owe its attiactions to artificial embellish 
ments, and may catch at all advantages which the ait 
of vvritmg can supply He that, like Plm^ sends 
Ins friend a portion for his daughtei, will, without 
Plmi/s eloquence 01 address fi id means ot exciting 
giatitude, and securing acceptance , but he that has 
no present to make but a girland, a iibon or some 
petty cmioslty, must endeavour to lecoininend it by 
Ins manner of giving it 


The 
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The purpose foi uhich Icttcis aic Miilleti -uhen no 
intelligence is communicalocl, or business transacted, 
is to picscne in the minds oi tlie absent cithei lo\c 
or cbleem , to excite love nc must impart plcasuic, 
and to laisc esteem uc must discovei abilities Plea- 
sure ■n ill generally be given, as abilities aic disj)la}cd 
by scenes of imagci}, points of conceit, unexpected 
sallies, and aitful compliments Tillies always re- 
quire exubciancc of oinamcnt, the building mIucIi 
lias no strength can be \ allied only foi the gi.icc of Us 
decoiations The pebble must be polished Mith care, 
Mhich hopes to be valued as a diamond , and Mordg 
ought suicly to be laboiucd^ when tliey arc mtepded 
to st^nd for things. 
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Numb 153 Tuesdai, Seplemlei S, 17ol 


Turia Jltmi sequiturfcrtunam^ ut temper el odit 
Damnatos 

The ficklt crowd wjth fortune comes and goes 
^Se4Uh sUU finds followers and misfortune foes, 
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SIR, 


'y* 11 ERE are occasions on ttliicli all apology 
^ IS rudeness He tliat lias an unwelcome mes- 
sage to deliver, miy give some proof of tenderness 
and delicacy, by a ccrcmonnl introduction and gra- 
dual discovery, because the mmd, upon which the 
weight of sorrow is to fall, ^ins time for the collec- 
tion of its powers, but nothing IS inoic absurd than 
to delay the communication of pleasuie, to tomicnt 
curiosity by impatience, and to delude hope bj anti- 
cipation 

I sh'ili therefore forbear tlic arts b) wbicli cone 
spondents generally secure admission foi I have too 
long remarked the power of vmit}, to doubt tint I 
shall be read by30uwitha disposition to appiove, 
when I declare that my naiTalivc Ins no otlier ten 
dency than to illustrate and corroboiate 30m own 
observations 

I was tlie second son of a gentleman, whose patn 
mony had been wasted by a long succession of squan 

dtiers, 
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fleiers, till lie Mas unable to sup])oil aii'^ of bis tliil- 
ilrcn, except his hen, in the hcicchlai) dignity of 
itllcne'^s Being theicioic obliged to employ th.it pait 
of life in study which ni) piogcnitois had dcNotcd to 
the hawk ,nid hound, I v.us in m3 ciglitecntii year 
dcspatdied to the unncisity, without any imal iio- 
nouis I had nc\ci killed a single woodcock, nor 
p.u taken one tiimnph oici a conqucicd fox 

At the nnncisitx I continued to cnlaigc my ac- 
quisitions with little cn\y ol the noisy happiness which 
my elder biothci had the loi tunc to enjoy, and, Inn- 
ing obtained my dcgicc, retued to considci at leisme 
to wh.it piofcasion I should confine th.it applic.ition 
w Inch had hitherto been dissipated m general know- 
ledge To deliberate upon a choice whicii custom 
and honour foibicl to be icti.ictcd, is ccitainly icason- 
fihlc, yet, to lei loose the attention equally to the .icl- 
x.intages and iucon\cniencH'> of evei v cmplovment is 
not without d.ingcr, new' motnes .uc c\ cry moment 
-opciating on cicry Mdc , and mcchanicks li.ne long 
ago ciisco\cicd, that coiitiaiict) of equal attmctions is 
equn .ilcnt to 1 cst 

hilc I was thus tiifling in unceilaiiit}, an old ad- 
venturer, who had been once the intimate fiiend of 
my father, aim cd fiom the w ith a large fortune; 
which he ii.id so imich h.i'.isscd himself 111 obtaining, 
that sicknC’'S and infiimity Ictt him no otliei de^siie 
th.in to die in Ills n.itivc coiintiy Iliswc.ilth easily 
pronued him an imitation to pass Ins litc w ith us , 
.md, being incapable of any amusement but comci- 
'•ation, he neccssanlv bcc.unc familiaiucd to me, 
xvhnm he iound studious and domcstick Ple.ised 

' w lA 
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iiith tui ojiportunitj of mipirtinp iti\ knoulcdgc, and 
eager of mi^ intelligence, tli it might incrcnse it, 1 de 
lighted liii curiosity «itli hi toncnl nirnilncs and c<- 
plitntions of mtiire, and gritifitd his \nnity In in- 
quiries nfti r the products of dial mt countries, and 
Uie customs of their inlnhitanls ' 

JI} brother sia hove iiiiich I adsnneed in the hi 
vour of our guest, nho, htiiig aitlloiit heirs, an nU- 
turalK expected to enrich the lamiH of his fiicnd, hut 
neetr attempted to ihcmte me, nor to ingi Unite 
him elf He was indeed little qnnhiicd to 'Ohcit the 
illection of itmxcller for the rLiiiissnus of Ins edu- 
cation hid Icit him a illioiit any rule ot action hut Ills 
present luuiiour He oltcn for ook the old „entlcniim 
in the mid i ot an luhcniiiiv, hceanse the lioni sound 
ed in the court jaid, Imd aould hue lost an o/ipor- 
tnnitv, not onU of knoamg the history hut sliiring 
the aealtli of the Afogul, tor the tri d ot a new pointer, 
or the sight of a lioi e nee 

It ails tficrelore not long before om new friend de- 
clared his lilts ntioii of beqaeathiii!, to iii- tie piotit; 
ot his coniincuc, as the only 111 m in the fiinily by 
ahom he eould expect the 11 to he i ilion dly enjosed 
I his distilietion drea upon me tlie emy not only of iiiy 
brother hut inv fuller * 

'As no man is ailling to beliesc tint he sutTeis hv 
ins liaii fault, they imputed the pieleienee aliieh I 
lud obtained to adul itoiy eoiiipli mces, 01 in iligii mt 
calumnies I o no pui pose did I eall upon iny patron 
to iltest my iiinoceiiee, foi alio a ill helieic allot he 
aishds to he false ^ In the heat of disappointment they 
foited their inmate by repeated insults to dep u t Irom 

the 
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Ihe houccj and I -vv as soon, Ijy the same treatment, 
obliged to follow him 

He chose his lesidcncc in the confines of Lomhn, 
■v\ here rest, tianqnilhty, and medicine, restored him to 
part of the health u Inch he had lost I pleased my- 
self ^Mth peicciving that I was not likely to obtain the 
immediate possession of Avcalth which no labour of 
mine had contiibiitcd to acquiie; and that he, who 
had thus distinguished me, miglit hope to end his life 
without a total fiustiation of those hlcs^iings, which, 
whate\er be then real \aluc, lie had sought with so 
much diligence, and pui chased w ith so many vicissi- 
tudes of danger and fatigue. 

He, indeed, left me no leason to icpine at his reco- 
\cry, foi he was willing to accu'^tom me early to the 
use of money, and set ajiai t for my expenses such a 
revenue as I had scaicely dared to image. I can yet 
congiatulate myself that fortune has seen hci golden 
cup once l.i'^tcd without inebriation Neither my 
modesty nor piudcnce wcic ovci whelmed by afflu- 
ence, my elevation was without insolence, and my 
expense without piofusion Ismploying the inllu- 
ence which money always coiiferb to the impio\c- 
ment of my undci standing, I mingled in paitics of 
gaycty, and in conferences of learning, appeared in 
every place wheie instiuction was to be found, and 
imagined that, by langing thiough all the diversities of 
life, I had acquainted myself fully with human na- 
tme, and learned' all that was to be known of the ways 
of men 

It happened, however, that I soon discovered how 
much was wanted to the completion of my know- 
ledge. 
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ledge, und found that, accoiding to Soiecas remark, 
I had hitherto «:een the^\orld but on one side !My 
patrons confidencL in his increase of strength tempt- 
ed him to carclcsncss mid irregularity, he caught 
n fcier by riding in the mn, of u Inch he died de- 
lirious on the third da^ I buned him without any 
of the heirs affected grief or seciet exultation, then 
preparing to take a legal po$t.c<;sion of his fortune, 
I opened hia closet, where I found a ill, made at his 
first airnal, by uhich my fathci 'ras appointed the 
chief inheritor, and nothing was left me hut a legacy 
sufficient to support me in the prosecution of my 
8tudic« ^ 

I I had not jet found such charms m pio pent\ as 
to continue it by any acts bf forgcr^ oi injustice, and 
made haste to infonn mj iitlicr of the riches which 
had been gnen him, not bj the picfercnce of kind- 
ness, but bj the delays of indolence and couardice 
of igc The hungry family flev' like vultiucs on 
then piey, and soon made mj disappointment puhhek 
by tlie tumult of then claims, and tlie «ipIcndour of 
then sorrow 

Itwi^ now mj pa\t to cowMdec how I should ve- 
pan the di&appointnient 1 couid not but tiiUmph 
in mj long list of friends, which comprised almost 
e\eiy name that powci oi knowledge entitled to emi 
nence, and, m the piospect of the innumeiable roads 
to honour and preferment which I had laid open to 
mjsclf by the wise u&e of temporary iiches, I be icvcd 
nothing necessary but that I should continue tint 
acquaintance to winch I had been so readil\ admitted 
and which had hitherto been cultivated on both sidco 
with equal ardour 


Full 
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Eiill of these cxpcctaiionSj I one inonnng oidcrcd 
a chair, with an intention to make my usual ciicle 
ot moining Msits "Wiicic I fust stopped I s'an tuo 
footmen lolling at the door, ^^ho told me, ^'lltllOllt 
any change of postiiic, oi collection of countenance, 
that their ma'^tcr n as at lioinc, and siifTcrcd me to 
open the innci dooi without assistance I found my 
fiiend standing, and, as I ^^as tattling \Mth my foiiner 
ficcdom, ^^as toimally intieatcd to Mt doun, hut 
did not stay to be fd\ouied ^\lth any fui thcr conde- 
scensions. 

]\Iy next expel uncut nas made at the levee of a 
‘iUlcsman, who icccivcd me with an emhiacc of ten- 
cieinc^S that he iniglit nith more dcTcncv puhhdi 
my change of lo’tune to the ^v'ophaiits about him. 
After he had 011)0} cd the tiiniujih of coin'oTnce, he 
tinned to a wealthy ''loclv-jobhei, and lell me c\jJO'=cd 
to the ‘'Com of tlioee v>ho liad lately couikd lU} notice, 
and solicited 111} intcicsl 

In as then ‘■ct down at the dooi of anolhf'i, who, 
upon in} cut! ance, advi-ed me, with gi cat H)lemnitv, 
to-think of some settled piovi''ion loi life I left him 
and hull led avay to an old hicnd, wiio piolesscd 
himself unsusceptible of any impiC'^MOiis liom pios- 
pciity or inisfoitdue, and begged that he might see me 
when he was moic at Ici-uie 

Of sixt}-‘'Cvcn doois, at which I knocked in the 
lirst w cck after my appeal ance in a moui ning di css, 
I w as denied admission at loity-six, was suhcied'at 
foul teen to wait m tlic outci looin till business nas 
despatched , at foui , w as cntei tamed w ith a few' ques- 
tions about the Av Gather, at one, hcaid the footman 
latcd toi bimging my name, and at two was m- 
13 foimcd, 
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formed, m the flow of c'lsual convers ition, how much 
a man of nnk de^rides liinnclf by mean company 
My curiosity now led me to try what reception I 
should find among the ladies, but I found that my 
patron had earned all my powers of pleasing to the 
grave I had formerly been oilebratcd as a wit, and 
not perceiving any languor in my imagin ition, I es 
*:ayed to revive that gaycty whicli liad hitherto broken 
out involuntanlj before my sentences were finished 
My remarks were now heard with a steady countc 
nmcc, and if a girl happened to give way to habi 
lual merriment, her fonvardness was repressed w itli a 
frow n by her motlicr or her aunt 

Wherever I conic I scatter infinnity and disease , 
cvciy lady whom I meet m the hlall is too weary 
to walk , all whom I intrcat to sing ore troubled with 
colds if I pioposc cards, they are afflicted with the 
head ach , if I invite them to the gaidcns, Uicy can- 
not bear a crow d 

All this might be endured, but there is a class of 
mortals who tlunk my undcistanding impaired with 
my foitune, exalt tlicmsclvcs to the ihgnity of advice 
and, whenever we 1 appen to meet, presume to pre 
«cri6e my conduct, regulate my economy, and di 
lect my pursuits Another race, equally imperti 
nent and equally despicable, are every moment re- 
commending to me an attention to iny interest, and 
think themselves entitled, by their supenour prudence, 
to reproach me if I speak or move without rcgaid to 
profit 

Such, Mr Rambler f is the power of vrcalth, that 
it commands the ear of greatness and the eye of 
beauty, gives spint to the dull, and authority to the 
Yoi- VI ix timorou'?, 
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timoious, and lea^cs Iiini fiom whom it dcpaits, 
without virtue and without undri standing, the sport 
of capiice, tlie scoff of insolence, the slave of mean- 
ness, and the pupil of ignorance. 

I am, &.C 


Numb. 154; Satu rb ay, Sepiember 7) 1751. 

Ttbi res antiquci laiidis el aitis 
^ggicdiur, sanclos attstts teiludert jnules ViiiG. 

For thee my tuneful accents will I raise, 

And treat of cirt$ disclos’d in .incicnl da}S , 

Once more unlock for ihcc the sacred spung aEV. 

direction of Jm/oilc to those that study 
politicks, is fust to examine and understand 
wliat has been wiitten by the ancients upon gotern- 
ment, then to csst than eyes round upon the noild, 
and considei by ^\hat cau'-es the piospeiity of com- 
munities is visibly influenced, and wliy some aie. 
vorse, and others bettci admimsteied 

The same method must be pin sued hy^ him who 
hopes to become eminent in any othci pai t of know - 
ledge. The fiist task is to seaicli books, the next to 
contemplate nature He must fiist possess himself 
of the intellectual tieasuies which the dih2:ence of 
former ages has accumulated, and then endeavoui 
to increase them by his owm collections 

The mental disease of the present geneiation, is 
impatience of study, contempt of the gicat masteis 
6 ‘ i of 
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of nticientl iMsdom, and a disposition to rely n holly 
Upon i^nassisted_gemus_aiid nitiiraj sagacity The 
nits of these happy days have di§co\ered a nay to 
fame, nhich the dull caution of our laborious ances 
tors durst nc\er attempt, tliej Cut the knots of so 
phistry which it was formerly the business of years to 
Untie, solve difficulties by sudden irradiations of in 
telligcnce, and comprehend long processes of aigu- 
ment by immediate intuition 

Men who have flattered themselves into this opi 
Vnon of their own abilities, look down on all who 
waste their lives over books, as a race of infcriour 
beings, condemned by nature to perpetual pupilage 
and fruitlessly cndcavounng to remedy their barren 
ness by incessant cultivation, or succour their feeble 
ness by subsidiary strength They presume that none 
would be moie industiious than tlicy, if they were 
not more sensible of deficiencies , and readily con 
dude, that he who places no confidence in his own 
poweis, owes his modesty only to his weakness 
It IS however certain, that no estimate is more m 
danger of yrpnwus calculations than those by which 
a man computcs^^c force. oCHs dvvn. ge mus ) It ge 
nerally happens at our entrance into the woild, that, 
by the natural attraction of similitude wc associate 
with men like ourselves, young spnghtly, and igno 
rant and rate our accomplishments by comparison 
with tlicirs, whenwc have once obtained an acknow 
ledged superiority over our acquaintances, imagi- 
nation and desire easily extend it over the rest of 
mankind, and if no accident foices us into new 
emulations uc grow old, and die in admiration of 
ourselves 
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Vanity, thus confiimed in hei dominion, readily 
listens to the voice of idleness, and sooths the slum- 
ber of life \Mth continual di earns of excellence and 
greatness. A man, elated by confidence m his na- 
tural vigour* of fancy and sagacity of conjecture, 
soon concludes that he already possesses vvhatevei 
toil and inquiry can confer. He then listens with 
eagerness to the nild objections rihich folly has 
laised against the common means of improvement, 
talks of the dark chaos of indigested knowledge ; 
desciibcs the mischievous effects of heterogeneous 
sciences fcimenting in the mind, 1 elates the blun** 
ders of lettered ignorance , expatiates on the he- 
loick meat of those who deviate fiom piescuption, 
01 shake off authoiity, and gives vent to the mflti- 
tions of his heart by declaiing that he ones nothing 
to pedants and univeisities 

All these pretensions, however confident, are very 
often vain The laurels uhich superficial acuteness 
gains in tiiumphs over ignoiance unsupported by 
vivacity, aie obscived by Locke to be lost, whenever 
real learning and lational diligence appear against 
Iier , the sallies of gayety arc soon repiessed by calm 
confidence , and the ai tifices of subtilty are readily 
detected by those, nho, having caiefully studied the 
question, are not easily confounded or surprised 

But, though the contemner of liooks had neither 
been deceived by otheis nor himself, and was really 
born with a genius surpassing the ordinal y abilities of 
mankind , yet surely such gilts of pi evidence may be 
more properly uigcd as incitements to labour, than 
cncouiagements to negligence He that neglects the 
cultuie of giound naturally fertile, is more shame- 

fully 
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fully culpable, tlnn he whose field «ould scarce!} re- 
compense Ills husbandry 

Ctcao remarks, that not to knoiv ^hat has been 
transacted m tormer times, T 3 ~t o co^ Ttlnuc always 
child If no use is made of the labours of p ist ages, 
the world must remain always m the infancy oflnow- 
ledj^c Ihe (hscovcncs of c\cry man must tenmnate 
m his own idvmtage, and the studies of c\cry age 
be employed on questions which the past generation 
liad discus‘?ed and determined may wjtli as 

Jiftle reproach borrow science as manufactures from 
our ancestors, and it is as ntional to Jive in ca\cs 
till our own hands have erceted a palace, us to reject 
all knowledge of archiietluie, whicli our understand- 
ings vmU not «upply 

To the stiongcst and quickest mind it la fai easier 
to learn than to msent Hie principles of anthmc 
tick and i^cometiy liny be coinprchemlcd by a close 
attention in a few da\« yet who can flitter him«elf 
that the §tudy of a long hie would ha\o enabled him 
to di^covci them, when he secs them yet unknown to 
so many nation^, whom lit cannot siippoao less hbe 
rally endowed with lutural reason than the Gicciais 
or 1 gyptuni’, ^ 

Every bticncc w -is thus fai advanced towauls per 
fection, by the cm iloiis diligence of eontemporary 
students, and the giadual discoveiics of one age nn- 
jirovmt, on anothci Soinetnnes unexpected flashts 
of instniction weie ‘ttiuel out by the foituitous col- 
lision of happy incidents 01 an mvoluntuv concur 
renre of ideas, m which the philosopher to whom ncy 
happened Ind no othci merit than thit of knowing 
their value, and trani>mittmg unclouded, to posterity, 
G 3 that 
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that light which had been Kindled by causes out of 
his power The happiness of these casual illumi- 
nations no man can piomisc to himself, because no 
endcavouis can procure them , and theiefore wiiat- 
ever be oui abilities 01 application, ^e must submit 
to leain from others Avhat peihaps ^^ould have lam 
hid for evei fiom human penetiation, had not some 
remote inquiry bi ought it to view ; as Ircasuies aie 
thrown up by the ploughman and the diggei in the 
rude exercise of then common occupations 

The man nhose genius qualifies him foi gieat un- 
dertakings, must at least be content to loam fioni 
books the present state of human knowledge, that 
he may not ascribe to himself the invention of arts 
geneially known, neai^ ins attention n ith expeiimcnts 
of nhjch the event has been long legistcied, and 
waste, in attempts nhich have alieady succeeded or 
miscall led, that time n Inch might have been spent 
iMth usefulness and honoui upon new undci takings 
But, though the study ot books is necessai y, it is 
not sufficient to constitute ,htei ary eminence He that 
wishes to be counted among the bchefactois of pos- 
terity, must add by his ou n toil to the acquisitions 
of his ancestors, and sc cm c his memoiy fiom neglect 
by some valuable improvement This can onl}^ be 
effected by looking out upon the wastes of the intel- 
lectual uoild, and extending the power of Icaining 
over regions ^et undisciplined and baibaious , or by 
surve^ung moie exactly oui ancient dominions, and 
diiving Ignorance fiom the forti esses and rcticats 
where she skulks undetected and undistuibed Eveiy 
science has its difficulties, which yet call lor solution 
befoie we attempt new systems of knowledge, as 

eveiy 
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every countiy has its forests and marshes, which it 
would be wise to cultivate and drain, before distant 
colonies are projei ted as a necessary discharge of the 
exuberance of inhabitants 

V^No man ever yet became great by imitation What- 
ever hopes for the veneration of mankind must have 
invention m the design or the execution, either the 
edect must itself be new, or the means by which it is 
produced Either truths hitherto unknown nmst be 
discovered or those which are already known enforced 
by stronger evidence, facilitated by clearer method, or 
elucidated b^ brighter iMustrations 

Tame cannot spread wide or endure long that is not 
rooted in nature and manured by art That which 
hopes to resist the blast of malignity, and stand firm 
against the attacks of time, must contain m itself some 
onginal principle of growtli The reputation which 
arises from tlie detail or transportation of borrowed 
sentiments may spread fi>r a while like ivy on the 
iind of antiquity but will be tom away by accident or 
contempt, and suffered to rot unlieeded on the ground 
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Numb. 155. Tuesday, Septemher 10 , 1751. 


Stcrilis transnnsstinus amor, 

IJcct (cvi mhipnma dies, Jiwc limma xilct ST'VT. 

Our barren 3 cars arc past. 

Be this of life the first, of sloth the last. ELViii:.sioy. 

weakness of the human mind 1 ms inoic fie- 
quently incuiied animadversion, than the negli- 
gence uith tvhich men ovcilook their ot\n faults, how- 
ever flagiant, and the cashless nith Mhich they pardon 
them, honevei frequently lepcated 

It seems geneially helicved, that as the eye cannot 
see itself, the mind has no faculties by tthich it can 
contemplate its oivn state, and that thei eforc -u’C hat e 
not means of becoming acquainted tvith oui 1 eal cha- 
racteis, an opinion which, like innumerable other 
postulates an inquiier finds himself inclined to admit 
upon very little evidence, because it affords a ready 
solution of many difiicultieb It will explain nhy the 
greatest abilities fiequcntly fail to promote tlie happi- 
ness of those who possess them , tt hy those tt ho can 
distinguish with the utmost nicety the boundaries of 
vice and vii tue, suffei them to be confounded in their 
own conduct, why the active and vigilant resign then 
atfdiis implicitly to the management of otheis, and 
why the cautious and feaifui make hourly appioaches 
towaids ruin, without one sigh of solicitude 01 stiuggle 
for escape. 


When 
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Mien a ))0 itioii teems thus uitli commodious 
consequences, 11 ho enn without regret confess it to 
be filsc Yet It is certain that ticclaimers haic iii- 
dulgctl a disposition to describe the dominion of tlio 
passions ns tstended bejond the limits lliat nature 
assigned Scifloic 1= often rather nn-ogant than 
blind It docs not hide our fnilts from oursthes, 
but persuades us that thej cscnpe the tiotict of others, 
and disposes us to rc.eut ceiiviircs lest we slioiitd 
confess them to be pist M c are 'ccrctlj conscious 
of defects and sices, w Inch we hope to conceal from 
the pubhek eje, and please oiirschcs wiih innumc 
rablo impostures, b^ which, in rt ilit), nobodj is 
decen cd 

]n proof of the dimness of onr internal sight, or 
the general inability of man to dtltmniio nghtly 
conccming Ins own chmictcr, it is common to 
urge die success of tlio most absurd and mcrcdiblo 
flatter), and the re entment iluay- laised b) adMcc, 
how Cl er soft, beneiolcnt, and rca unable But flat- 
ter), if its operation be ncaily eaniniiied, will be 
found to owe Its acceptance not to our ignonmee 
but knowledge of our lailurts and to delight us 
rather as it consoles our wants than disjdavs our 
possessions He that shall ohcit tlio faiour of his 
patron by praising lam for qudities w'jieh ho cm 
find m bmi elf, will de dciti'ed b) the inoie daring 
panegyrist who cnridics iiini with adseititioUs escci 
Icnce Just praise is only a debt, but flatteiy is a 
present Iho ackiiow led mient of too „ values on 
which conscience eon^r itulates us is a tiihute that 
we can at any time exact with confidciiec, but 
the celebration of those which we only feign, orde 
‘ ' sire 
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sue without any vigoioiis endca\onis to attain them, 
is received as a conlcs'^ion ot soicicigniy ovci re- 
gions never conquered, as a fa\ouiable decision of 
disputable claims, and is more ^^clcome as it is moic 
gratuitous 

Advice IS olfensive, not bccau'^c it la',s us open to 
unexpected legiet, oi convicts us of any fault nhicli 
had escaped our notice, but because it sho^^ s us that 
we are kno'.Mi to othcis a^^ well as to our'^cKc? , and 
the officious monitoi is peisccijtcd nitli haticd, not 
because his accusation is false, but because he assume^ 
that supeiioiity which we aic not willing to giant 
him, and has dared to detect what we dcsiicd to- 
conceal 

For this leason advice is commonly ineffectual 
If those who follow the' call ol their de'^ucs, without 
inquiry whithci they aic going, 1 aci dc\iatcd igno- 
rantly fiom the paths of wisdom, and weie rush- 
ing upon dangers unfoicscen, they would icadily 
listen to infoimation that iccalls them fiom their 
eriours, and catch the hrst alaim bv which dcstruc- 
tion or intamy is denounced Few' tliat vsander 
in the wrong way mistake it for the light, tiiey 
only find it moic smooth and floweiy, and indulge 
their owm choice rathei than appiovc it thciefoie 
few ar©.qiersuadcd to quit it by admonition oi le- 
pioof, since it impresses no new conviction, nor 
confeis any powers of action oi lesistance He 
that IS gravely informed how soon piofiision will 
anniliilatc his foitune, heais with little advantage , 
wiiat he knew befoie, and catches at the ne\t~d6^ 
casion of expense, because advice has no foice to 
suppicss his vanity He that is told how certainly 

intern- 
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intemperance ^ull hurr) Iiiin to the grave, runs 
^vith his usual speed to a new coir^e of luxury, be 
cause hb reason is not mvigontcd, nor Ins appetite 
weakened 

The iniscliicf of fiuterj is, not that it pcrsimclcs 
any man that he is v\liat lie is not, but that it sup 
presses the influence of Iioncst ambition, b} inising an 
opinun that honoir may be gamed nitbout the toil 
of merit, and tlie benefit of advice arises commonly, 
not from any new light impailcd to the mind, but 
from the ducovery which it aflords of the pubhek 
sufirages He tiiat could witlistind conscience 13 
flighted at mfamv, and shame prevails wlicn reason 
was defeated 

As we all know our own faults, and know them 
commonly with many vg<’rav vtions which human 
perspicacitv cannot discovci, there is, pcilaps, no 
man however hardened by impudence or dissi 
pated by levitv, sheltered b\ hypocrisy 01 blasted 
by displace, who docs not intend some time to 
review his conduct, and to icgulatc tlic remainder 
of Ins life by the laws of viituc New tcnipta 
tions indeed attack him, new invitations ait ofFcicd 
by pleasure and interest, and the houi of icforina 
tion IS always delayed, cvciy delay gives vice 
another opportunity ot foilifyiiig itself by habit, 
and tnc change ot manncis, though sincerely m 
tended and rationally planned, is lefcrred to tlic 
tiint. when some craving passion ^sliall be fully gra- 
tified, or «;omc poweiful allurement cease its im 
portunity 

Thus procrastination is accumulated on pro 
crastmation, and one impediment succeeds ano 

ther, 
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tbcr, till age shattci s our resolution, or death intei'- 
cepts the piojcct of amcnclincnt Such oltcn the 
end of salutary pui poses, .iftci they hti\c long de- 
lighted the imagination, and a])}K’ased that disquiet 
which every mind feels from kno^\n misconduct, 
when the attention IS not diverted by business or by 
pleasure « 

Nothing surely can be more unvv 01 thv of a reason- 
able natuie, than to continue m a state so OjijiO'ite to 
real liappincss, ao that all the peace of solitude, and 
felicity of meditation, must aiise fiom icsohitions of 
forsaking it Yet the world will often aflbid ex- 
amples of men, who pass months and veais in a con- 
tinual war with then own convictions, and arc daily 
dragged by habit, or betrayed by passion, into jnac- 
ticcs w'hich they closed and opened then eyes with 
purposes to avoid, pin poses which, though settled 
on conviction, the fust impukc of momentary desire 
totally overthiows 

The influence of custom is indeed such, that to 
conquer it will require the utmost eftbits of foiti- 
tude and \ 11 tuc , noi can I think any man moi 0 
worthy of veneration and icnown, than those who 
have burst the shacHes of habitual vice. Tins 
victory, however, has different dcgiccs of glory as 
of difficulty, It IS moic hcioick as the objects of 
guilty gratification are moie familiar, and the re- 
currence of solicitation more ficqiient. lie that, 
from experience of the folly ^of ambition, losigns his 
offices, may set himself fiee at once fiom tempta- 
tion 10 squander Ins life in courts, because he can- 
not re2:ain his former station He w ho is enslav cd 
by an amorous passion, may quit his tyrant in dis- 

gust. 
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gust, and absence iwl!, wtliout the help of reason, 
oveicomc by degrees the dt«irc of returning But 
those appetites to ■which c^ciy phee affbids their 
propcj object, and which require no preparator} 
measures or gradual advances, 11 e more tcnacioiislv" 
adhesive, tlic vvish la so near the cnjo}mcnt, that 
compliance often precedes consideiation, and, before 
the powers of reason can be summoned, the tunc for 
employing them is past 

Indolence is thcrcfoie one oflhc mccs horn which 
those whom it once infects arc seldom refoimed. 
Every other species of hiviiry operates upon some 
appetite tliat is quickly satiated, and requires some 
concurrence of art or accident which every place will 
not supply , but the desue of case act» equally at all 
hours, and tiic longer it indulged is the more 111 
clc^sed lo do nothing is m every mans power, 
wecannevci w uit an opportunity of omitting dutie'’ 
Tlie lapse to indolence is soft and imperceptible, be* 
cau^e It IS only a mere cessation of activity but the 
return to diligence is difiicult, because it implies a 
change fiom rest to motion, from puvation to icahty 

luciUt (JfKenstts axerm 
liocles atque dus pattt atnjanua rf/Ot 
bed teXQCare gradum superusqae ccadcre ad avias 
Hoc opus kiclabor at VxpG 

The gates of Hell are open and day 

'smooth the descent a*id easy is the wa} 

Put to return and Men tlie chee ful skies,. 

In this the task and mightv labour hei 

Of 
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Of this \icc, as of all otiicrs, cveiy man who in- 
dulges It IS conscious* nc all Know our on n suite, if 
wc could be induced to consider it, and it might per- 
haps be useful to the conquest of all these en':naicrs of 
the mind, if, at cci tain stated days, life was icviewcd 
Many thitigs necessaiy aic omitted, because ue vainly 
imagine that they may be ab\a 3 's perfoimcd; and 
what cannot be done without pain mil for ever be de- 
lated, if the time of doing it be left unsettled No 
coiiuption IS gieat but by long negligence, nhicli can 
scarcely prevail in a, mind legulaily and fiequently 
awakened by periodical remorse He that thus breaks 
his life into pai ts, n ill find in himself a desii e to dis- 
tinguish every stage of his existence by some impiove- 
ment, and delight himself v ith the approach of the 
day of recollection, as of the time nhich is to begin a 
new senes of virtue and felicity 

•J 
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Kunqua^ altvd nalura^ altud tapicnUa dictt Jv\ 

ForA\ist3oni ever echoes "Natures \ o lc 

l^VERY government say the polificmns, Ij pei 
^ petually dcgcueintmg towards corruption, from 
\\htcii It must be rescued nt certain peiiods by the 
resuscitation ^of its firat principles and the re csta 
blisJiment of its original constitution Dcr) ani 
inal bod}, according to the intiliodick plj}sicnns, 
IS, bv tlic predoininmtc of some exuberant qualit}, 
continually declining touaids discise and death, 
xvluchmust be obMAted h} vsc'\-onoWt rcduclion of 
the pcctant liuinour to the just equipoise winch health 
requiic** 

In the same imnncr tlic tmlics ofmmkind, all it 
least winch, not btm" subject to rigoious denionslia 
tion admit the mflucnce of June} and capnee are 
pei petually tcndiii^ to crroiii mid confusion Of the 
great pnnupks ot tiulh whicb the fij-st spcculntisis 
discoveicd, the jiinphdly is embarrassed b} ambitious 
additions, or tlic evidence obscured by inaccurite 
argument Uion, and astlicj descend fiom one succcs 
Sicm of wiitcrs to nnothtr, Jile light tian nutted from 
loom to room, they lose their strength and splendoui, 
and fade at last in total evanescence 

The systems of learning theafoic must be ‘:ome 
times reviewed, eoinphcations analyzed into pun ’ 
ciples, and Knowledj^e diseutmigled Ironi opinion 

It 
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It is not always possible, -without a dose inspection, 
to sepal ate the genuine shoots of consequential lea- 
soning, which glow out of some ladical postulate, 
from the hianches which ait lias ingiaftcd on it* 

' The accidental pi cscijptions of autlioi itv’, when time 
has piocurecl them veneration, are often confounded 
with the laws of natnie, and tliose lulcs aie supposed 
coeval with reason, of which the first lisc cannot he 
discovci ed 

Criticism has sometimes permitted fancy to dictate 
thelaws hy which fancy ought to he icstraincd, and 
fallacy to perplex the principles by whicii fallacy is 
to be detected , her superintendence of otlicrs has be- 
trayed hei to negligence of herself; and, like the 
ancient Scythians, by extending hci conquests over 
distant legions, she has left hei throne vacant to hci 
slaves. 

Among the laws of which the dcsiic of extend- 
ing authorit}’’, or aidom of piomoting knowledge, 
has piomptcd the prcsci iption, all which viiiteis 
have leceivcd, had not the same original light to 
our regal d Some are to be consideied as hmda- 
mental and indispensable, othcis only as useful , and. 
convenient , some as dictated by reason and neces- 
sity, othei s as enacted by despotick antiquity ; 
some as invincibly suppoited by then confonnity 
to the order of natute and opeiations of the intel- 
lect; others as foimed by accident, 01 instituted by 
example, and theiefoie always liable to dispute and 
alteration. 

That many rules have been advanced without 
consulting nature 01 leason, we cannot but suspect, 
■^vhen we find it percmptonly dccieed by the ancient 

masters, 
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masters, that only three speal wg personages should ap^ 
pear at once upon the stage, a Ian which, as tlie vanety 
and intricacy of modern pliys Ins made it impossible 
to be obsened, wc now violate without scruple, and, 
as c\penence proves, without inconvenience 
The onginal of this precept was merely accidental 
Tragedy was a monod}, or solitary song in honour of 
Bacchus, improved aftenvards into a dialogue by tlie 
addition of another speaker, but the ancients, re- 
membenng that the tragedy was at first pronounced 
oply by one, durst not foi some time venture beyond 
two, at last, when custom and impunity had made 
them daring tlic} extended their liberty to the admis 
Sion of three, but restrained themselves by a critical 
edict fiom further exorbitance 
By what accident the number j)f acts was limited 
to five, I know not tint any author has informed 
us , but certainly it is not determined by any neccs 
sity ansing either from the nature of action, or pro 
pnety of exhibition An act is only the representa- 
tion of such a part of the business of tlic play as pro 
ceeds in an unbroken tenour, or without any inter- 
mediate pause Nothing is more evident than that of 
every real, and by consequence of every dramatick 
action, the intervals may be moic or fewer than five , 
and indeed the rule is upon the Bngbsh stage every 
day broken m effect, without any other mischief thap 
that which arises from an absurd endeavour to ob 
serve It in appearance "Whenever the scene is «hifted 
the act ceases, since some time is necessarily supposed 
to elapse while the personages of the drama change 
their place 
VOL VI 


H 


With 
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With no greatei light to oin obedience have the 
criticks confined thc^jdianiatick action to a ceildin 
number of houis piobability lequircs that the tifne 
of action should approach somewhat neaily to that 
of exhibition, and those plays will ahva^s be thought 
most happily conducted wdiicli ciowd the gieatest 
vaiiety into the least space But since it will fie- 
quently happen that some delusion must be admitted, 
I know' not where the limits of imagination can be 
fixed. It is laiely obscived that minds, not piepos- 
sessed by mechanical ciiticisin, feel any ofience iiom 
the extension of the intci vals hetw een the acts, noi 
can I conceive it absuid 01 impossible, that he who 
can multiply thiee hOuis into twelve 01 tw'enty-foui, 
might imagine w itli equal ease a gieatei number 

I know' not whethei he that piofesses to legaid no 
other law's than those of natuie, will not be inclined 
to lecpive ti agi-comedy to his piolcclion, whom, 
liow'ever genei ally condemned, hci own lauiels have 
hitheito shaded fiom the fulminations of ciiticism 
Eoi wliat IS theie m the mingled diama winch im- 
paitial leason can condemn? The connexion ot im- 
poitant w'lth tiivial incidents, since it is not only 
common but peipetual m the woild, may suiely be 
allow'ed upon the stage, which pietends only to be 
the miiroi of life. The impiopiiety of suppiessing 
passions before we have raised them to the intended 
agitation, and of diveiting the expectation from an 
event which we keep suspended only to laise it, may 
be speciously urged But w-ill not experience show 
this objection to be lathei subtile than just? Is it not 
certain that the tiagick and comick affections have 
3 ■ been 
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been moved alteinatdy with equal foice, and that no 
plays have oftener filled the eye with tears, and the 
bretstvvitli palpitation, than those which are vane 
gated with interludes of mirth 

I do not however think it safe to judge of woiks of 
genius mcrelv by the event riie lesistlcss vicissi 
tudes of the hearCthis aUernate prevalence of inerri 
nient and solemnity, may sometimes he more pro- 
perly ascribed to the vigour of the w nter than the 
ju-tness of the design and, instead of vindicating 
tragi comedy by the success of Sha! e’peare, we ought, 
perhaps to pay new honours to that transcendent and 
unbounded genius that could preside over t he p assions 
m sport, who to actuate tlic affcctioi j, needed not 
the slow gradation of common means, hut could fill 
the heart with instantaneous jollitj or sbrrow, and vary 
our disposition as he changed his scenes Perhaps 
the effects even of Slial espeare s poetry might have 
been jet gicater, had he not countci acted himself, 
and we might have been more inteiested 111 the dis- 
tiesses of his heroes, had vve not been so fiequently 
diverted by the jokes of his buffoons 

There are other lulcs more fiaed and obligatory 
It IS necessary that of cvciy play the chief action 
should be single, foi since a pby repic cuts some 
transaction through its regular maturation to Its hnal 
event, two actions equally important must evidently 
constitute tw 0 plays 

As the design of tragedy_i3_to instinct bj moving 
_the p assions, it must always have a hcio, a person- 
age apparently and incontestably suptnour to tlie lest 
upon whom the attention may be fixed and the 
anxiety suspended For though, of two peisons op 
H 2 posing 



100 


THE 11A_MBLE11. 

posing each other witli equal abilities and equal viiY 
tiic, the auditor will inevitably, m time, choose his 
favouiite, yet as that choice niust be without any co- 
gency of conviction, the hopes or feais mIiicIi it laiscs 
will be faint and languid Of tw6 heioes acting m 
confederacy against a common enemy, the virtues or 
dangers Mill give little emotion, because each claims 
our concern Mith tne same light, and tlie heart lies at 
1 est beta een equal motives 

' It OLiitht to be the fust endeavour of a wiitei to dis- 
tinguish naluic fiom custom, or that which is esta- 
blished because it is ngbt, from that Avhich is nght 
only because it is established , that he may neither 
violate essential principles by a desiie of novelty, nor 
debai himself fiom the attainment of beauties uithin 
his view, by a needless fear of bieaking lules which 
no hteiaiy dictatoi had authoiity to enact. 



N 157 


Tut RAiU'BLER 


101 


Numb 157 Tuesday ^ Septemhei 17, 1751 

It II 

Oi aiaue , 

'ill 

T'yrtTXij 11 a fjLtyet c t Tat tttrrtf IIOM 

Shame greatly harts or greatly helps nt^nhind 
^ Ei.riiiitsTo\ 

i 

To ihe RAMBLEPt f 

( SIR, 

^T^HOIIGH one of jour correspondents has pre- 
' sutned to mCnliort with Some contempt that pre- 
sence df attention and easiness of address, winch thb 
pbhtc have long agreed fo celebrate and esteem, ^ct 
I cannot be persuaded to tliink thehi unworthy of re- 
gard 'or tultiVation but am inclined to believe that, 
US we seldom Value rightly whal de ha\e never Knonn 
the miseiy of wanting, his judgment has been vitiated 
by his happmeSs , and that a natural exuberance of 
assurance has hindered him from discovering its ev 
cellence and use * 1 i / 

This felicity, whether bestowed by constitution; or 
obtained by early habitudes, I tan scarcely contenr 
plate without envy I was bred under a hian of learn 
m the countrj, who inculcated tiothing but tlie 
dignity of knoiV ledge, and the happiness of Virtue 
By frer;utncy of admonition, and confidence of as 
sertion, he prevailed upon me to bfeheve, that the 
spVndour of literature would always attract tevfcrence 
if not darkened by corruption 1 therefore pursued 
my studies with mcessaht industry, and avoided every 
thing which I had been taught to consider either as 
li 3 vitious 
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vitious or tending to vice, because 1 regarded guilt 
and repioach as inseparably united, and thought a 
tainted leputation the gie«i test calamity 

At the iinivei sity, I found no reason for changing 
my opinion; for though many among my fcllo^^- 
students took the opportunity of a moi e lemiss dis- 
cipline to gratify their passions, yet virtue pi eserved 
her natural supeiioiity, and those \\ho ventuied to 
neglect, wei e not suffered to insult her The ambi- 
tion of petty accomplishments found its m ay into the 
leceptacles of learning, but was observed to seize 
commonly on tliose who either neglected the sciences 
or could not attain them , and I as therefore con- 
fiimed in the doctrmes of my old master, and thought 
nothing woithy of mycaie but the means of gaining 
or impaiting knoi\ ledge. 

, Thispuiityof manners, and intenseness of appli- 
cation, soon extended my renown, and I was ap- 
plauded by those, whose opinion I then thought un- 
likely to deceive me, as a young man that ga\e un- 
common hopes of futuie eminence My perfoimances 
in time reached my native province, and my 1 elations 
congratulated themselves upon the new honours that 
were added to their family 

I letuined home covered with academical lain els, 
and fraught with ciiticism and philosophy The wit 
and the scholar excited curiosity, and my acquaintance 
was solicited by innumerable invitations To please 
will always be thewush of benevolence, to be admiied 
must be the constant aim of ambition ; and I theie- 
fore considered myself as about to leceive the rew^aid 
of my honest labouis, and to find the efficacy of leain- 
jng and of vntue. 

Th^ 
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, The third day after mj amval I dined at the bouse 
of a gentleman nlio had summoned a multitude of 
his friends to the annual celebration of his nedding- 
day I set fon\aid \>ith great exultation, and tliought 
myself happy that I had an opportunity of displaying 
my k!io\\ ledge to so numerous an assembly I felt 
no sense of ni} ouai insufficiency, till, going up stairs 
to the diningroom, I heard the mingled louof ob- 
streperous merriment I was, houever disgusted 
rather than temfied, and nent Jon^ard without dejec- 
tion, The ^hole company rose at my entrance, but 
^hen I sau so many eyes fixed at once upon me, 
I uas blasted «ith a sudden imbccilitj I uas quelled 
by some nameless power wliith I found impossible 
to be resisted M) sight was dazzled my checks 
glowed, my perceptions were confounded I was 
harassed by the multitude of eager salutations, and 
returned tlie common civilities with hesitation and 
impropiiety, the Sense of my own blunders increased 
my confusion, and, before die exchange of ceremo- 
nies allowed me to sit down, I was ready to sink under 
tlie oppression 0^ surprise, my 'voice giew weak, and 
my knees trembled 

The assembly tlien resumed llicir places, and I sat 
with my eyes fixed upon the ground Ip the ques 
bons of curiosity, or the appeals of cornplnisince I 
could cldom answer but with negative monos\llablcs, 
01 profess'ions of ignorance, lor the subjects on which 
tliey conversed were such as are seldom discii sed m 
books, and were therefore out of my range of know- 
ledge At length an old cleigyman who ijghtly con- 
jectured the reason of my conciseness relieved me by 
some questions 1 about tlie present state of natural 
H 4 know ledge, 
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knowledge, and engaged itie, hy un appeaianr^^ of 
doubt and opposition, in the o^plualion and dclnice 
of tiic Kcu toman philo'-opliy. 

Tlic consciousness of niy own aluiuits iou*=<'d me 
fiom dip'Cvs’ou, anil lonif fatinliaiiK witii ny, ‘^ul)- 
jeel enabled i.a to discoiinc with la^e and xolui-.'ily; 
but, liowcvei I iniizht pirnse 111} self, I found mi) lit- 
tle added b) iny dtanoii'-titilions to th*' '^dii-fi'clion of 
the company ; and nn ant.igoni-t, Uu’*\ tin laws 
of convenation too well to tkt on ila n alt< ulnm long 
upon an nnplc long lojni k, idtM ha iiad roniincndifl 
my acuteness anil compitlujioon, dionos'd the con- 
troversy, and resigned me to my fonnti inognificancc 
and pciple\ily 

After dinner, I icccivcd fiom the Indies, wiio had 
beaid tint I was a v ii, an iiniUition to the tea-table 
I congratulated myself upon an opportunity to c-cape 
fioin tlic company, who^c gayety began to be lurnul- 
tuou':, and among whom se\cral bints laid been 
diopjicd of the usele^^-ness of nnivcisities, the folly of 
book-leai ning, and the awkumdness of scholar. To 
the ladies, theicfoie, I flew, as to a lefugc liom cla- 
mour, insult, and lusticily , but found my heart Mnk 
as I appioached then apailmcnt, and was again dis- 
concerted by tlic ccicinonics of enhance, and con- 
founded by the necessity of encountering so many eyes 
at once. 

Wlicn I sat down I considered that something pretty 
w'ds ahvays ‘=aid to ladies, and lesolvcd to lecovei my 
Cl edit by some elegant obsenahon or giaccful compli- 
ment I applied my sell to the iccollection of all that 
I had lead or hcaid m piaisc of beauty, and endea- 
voured to accommodate some classical compliment to 
5 the 
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Uie present occasion I sunk into profound medita- 
tion, rc\ol\cd the cliatactcrs of tlic heroines of old, 
considered wlialcler tlie poets lia^c sung in their 
praise, aiid, after Inking borroued and iiucntcd, 
clioren and rejeetdd a thousand sentiments, Clinch, if 
I Imd uUcrctl them, hould not lune been untlcrs bod, 
I nas aUakCned from mj dream of learned ^allmiii;), 
by tlie feei^-ant irho disti'iUutcd Uic tea 

There arc not ina«> situ itions more inccssanllv un- 
easy Uian that in ohicli the mui is placed nhb' is 

Etching on opportunity to speak, nilhotit courage to 
takeitnbcn it is offered, mid who, ^ though lie resolves 
to give tt spccimcn^of In abilities, rilvta}5' finds some 
reason or otlicr foi dilajin^ it to tlie next minutd I 
wfis aShamed ofsilcnfcc, jet todid fiful nothing to 
of elegance or impbriancc equal to mj wishes Iht 
ladies, afraid of my Riming thought ihcinscUci not 
qualified to propo Caii\ Subject of prattle to a n%n so 
famous for dispute,-^ and tlicrc was nothing on ciRicr 
side but impatience and vexation 

In this conflict of shame, ns I was re isscmblmg 
jny scattered sentiments, and, resolving to force iny 
imagination to some spnghllj sallv, bad just found a 
very happy compliment, by too much attention to my 
ovTii meditations, I suflered tlic saucci to drop from 
my hand Ihc cup was broken, tlie lap dog was 
scalded, a brocaded petticoat was stained, and the 
whole assembly was thrown into disorder I now con- 
sidered all hopes of reputation as at an end, and wliilc 
they were consoling and assisting one anotlicr, stole 
away in silence 

The misadventures of this unhappy day arc not jet 
at an end , I am afraid of meeting the meanest of 

tliem 
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tEiem that timmphed ovei me* in this state of stupidity 
and contempt, and feel the same tciroiirs encroach- 
ing upon my, heart at the sight of those who have once 
impiessed them. Shame, above any other passion^ 
propagates itself Befoie those who have seen me 
confused, I can never appear without new confusion, 
and the lemembiance of the -weakness vhicli I former- 

I 

ly discovered, hinders me fiom acting or speaking nith 
my natui al foi ce. 

But iSjthiSiiniscry, Mr Ramhlei\ never to cease? 
have 1 spent my hie in study, only to become the sport 
©f the ignoiant, and dcbaired myself fiom all the com- 
mon enjoyments of youth to collect ideas which must 
sleep m silence, and foim opinions which I must not 
divulge I Inform me, dear Sir, by what means I may 
rescue my faculties from tliesc shackles of cowardice, 
how I may rise to a level with my fellow -beings, re- 
call myself fiom tlus-* languor of involuntary subjection 
to the free exertion of rny intellects, and add to the 
power of leasonmg the libeity of speech.* ; 

I am, S I R, ’ &c ' 

' ^VERECUNDULVSJ 
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GTammahci certant et adhite suhjadict its est IIoiu 

j 

Cntickayet contend 

And of their vain diapuiin^s find no end Trakci* 


^ R IT I C I S M, tiiough dignified from the earliest 
ages by the hboui;s of men eminent for knowledge 
and sag'icity, and since the revaval of polite literature 
the favourite st\id^ Hittopemt schohrs, has not yet 
attained the certainty and stability of science Ihe 
rules hitherto received nre seldom drawn from any 
settled principle or self evident postulate, or adapted 
to the natural and invanable constitution of things, 
but mil be found, upon ^ examination the arbitrary 
edicts of legislators, authorized only by ^themselves 
who out of various me'ms ^by which the same end 
may be attained, selected s,uch as happened to occur 
to their own reflection, and then, by a law which 
idleness and timidity were too willing to obey, pio 
hibitcd new experiments of wit restrained tincy from 
the indulgence of her innate inclination to hazard and 
adventure and condemned all future flights of genius 
to pursue the path of the Meonian eagle ^ 

This authority may be more justly opposed, as it is 
apparently derived from them whom thej endeavour 
to control, for we owe few of the rules of wrifing to 

the 
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the acuteness of cnticks, ho have generally no other 
merit than that, having lead the woiks of great 
authors -with attention, they .have obsei-ved the ar- 
rangement of their matter, or the giaces of their ex- 
pression, and then expected honour and reveience for 
precepts which they never could have invented • so 
that practice has introduced i ules, rather than i ules 
ha\e diiected piactice. 

For this leason the laws of eveiy species of writ- 
ing have been settled by the ideas of him who first 
raised it to leputation, without inquiiy wlicthci his 
perfonnances -were not yet susceptible of improve- 
ment The excellencies and'' faults of celebiated 
Wilful’S have been equally rccoiniiiended to posteiity ; 
and, so far has blind levefence prcvail'^d that even 
the numbfer of their books has been thought woi thy of 
iniitaboii ‘ ' ' 

^ The imagiriation 'of thfe fiist authors of lyrick poetry 
was veil e'mcb band rapid, and then knowledge vaiioUS 
and "e\tenS?ve‘ ' ' Living m an ase when Science 
had been little ‘ 'cultivated, and vhen the ridinds oF 

I 1 

their auditors, lidt being accustomed to accuiate 
inspection, were easily dazzled by glaiing ideas, they 
applied themsblves to’ instruct, rather by shoit sen- 
tences and 'staking thoughts, than by regular argii- 
inentation, and, fiiidmU attention more successfully 
excited by sudden sallies and unexpected excla- 
mations, than by the 'more artful and placid beauties 
of methodical deduction, they loosed their gemiiS 
to Its own course, passed fiom one sentiraeiit to 
another ' w ithout expressing the intermediate ideas, 
and roved 'at large ovei the ideal world with such 

w \ 

lightness 



Ivi 158 THE RAJIBEER 109 

Jightncss and agility, that their footsteps arc scarcely 
to be traced , , 

liom tins accidental peculiarity of the ancient 
vritcis tlic criticks deduce the rules of lynch poctr), 
nliich they have set fice from all the laws by which 
otlier compositions are confined, and allow to ncglcpt 
the niceties of transition, to start into remote digics- 
sions and to wander without restraint from one scene 
of imageiy to another 

A writei of later times has, by the vivacity of his 
essays, reconciled mankind to tlio same licentious- 
ness m short dissertations, and he tlicrcfore who 
wants skill to form a plan, or diligence to puisne 
Jt, needs only entitle his performance an essay, to 
aciiuire the right of heaping together the collections 
of half ilia life, wathont order, coherence, or pro- 
pnetj 

In anting, ns in life, faults are endured without 
disgust when they are associated with transcendent 
ment, and may be sometimes recommended to 
weak judgments bj the lustre which tliey obtain 
from their union w ith c'ccclicnce , but it is the busi- 
ness of those who presume to supcimtend the taste 
or morals of mankind, to separate delusive combi 
nations, and distinguish that which may be praised 
from that which can only be excused As vices 
never promote happiness, tliough, when ovcrpoweied 
by more active and more numerous virtues, they 
cannot totally dc'troy it, so confusion and irregu- 
larity produce no beauty, though tliey cannot alwajs 
obstruct the brightness of genius and learning To 
proceed from one truth to another, and connect dis 
tant propositions by regular consequences, is the 

great 
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great preiogat'ne of man Independent and uncon- 
nected sentiments flashing upon the mind m quick 
succession, may, foiatiine, delight by then novelty, 
but they diflcr fiom systematical leasoning, as single 
notes fiom haimony, as glances of lightning fiom the 
radiance of the sun 

When lulcs aie thus diaun, lather fiom prece- 
dents than icason, theie is dangei not only fiom 
the faults of an author, but fiom the criours of 
those who cnticise his woiks , since they may often 
mislead then pupils by false lepiescntaUons as the 
Ciceronians of the sixteenth century ueie betiayecl 
into baibarisins by coiriipt copies of their dailing 
wiiter.' 

It is established at piescnt, that the piocmial lines 
of a poem, in which tne geneial subject is pioposcd, 
must be void of glitter and embellishment “ The 
“ fiist lines of Paiadise Lost,'' says Jddisun, ‘'arc 
“ perhaps as plain, simple, and unadorned, as any 
“of the whole poem, in Inch particular the author 
“ has conformed himself to the example of llomci , 
“ and the precept of Horace 

This obseivation seems to have been made by an 
implicit adoption of the common opinion, witliout 
consideiation either of the piecept 01 c\ ample. 
Had Hoi ace been consulted, he would have been 
found to dnect only what should be compnsed m the 
proposition, not how it should be cxpiessed , and to 
have commended Homer m opposition to a meaner 
poet^ not foi the giadual elevation of his diction, 
but the judicious expansion of Ins plan , for display- ' 
ing unpromised events, not foi producing unexpected 
elegancies : 


Speewsa 
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Spcaosa dehtnc mracuta promat 
AnliphaUti, ScyUmqae y ctan Cychpc Charpldim. 

Cot frcra a doud of smoke he breaks to light. 

And poors his speciucs miracles to siplit 
jinltpiafes his ludeoua feast dc\oisri 

Ciarybdii barks, and i otyphenua loars. Fr avcis. 

If the c\ordial \crscs ai Hornet be compared lath 
die re<it of the poem, llicy wall not appear rtmark- 
nWe for plainness or simplicity, but ntlicr cmmenlly 
adorned and illuminated 

ptt nwt W Vfftt *f fntXs «7fXX* 

nXayySti ivt ( nl «l«Xh6f9 
n«AAw T a 6(»ivw « «f*» *»1 »>« y " 

y ir ruvaStfoXy** aula t 
Afn/f«»0* »1i Yt/p^ ** » f* 

AAX ni vt iffVCfal pt »( 

Atrru ysf Itfur ara^S ^ 

Nai»i9» *«-* 0 Vi V V ^ O' XU 9 

JItrSief avTaf r m af *X<T* »f<^e» H(*a( 

^ faf* du yi, 6ia Ovyarif At ( 1 r xt ft" 

Tlie man, for wisdoms \an0u3 nrls renown d 
Ixingcxcrcisd in woes, O muse* resound 
M ho, when his arms bad wrought the desUn d fall 
Of sacred Trap and mzd her heavn built w Ul 
Wand ring from clime to clime observant stray d. 

Their manners noted, end their states survey d 
-On stormy seas uniitimber d toils he bore 
bafe with his friends to gam his natal shoru 
Vam toils* their impious folly Oar'd to prey 
On herds devoted to the god of day 
The god vindictive doorad them never more 
(Ah* men unblessd) to touch that natal shore 
O snatch some portion of these acts from fuU 
Celestial muse * and to our world relate 


PoiE 
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The fiist veiscs of the Ihad arc in like manner par- 
ticulaily splendid, and tlic projiosiLion of the Encid 
closes vath dignii}’’ and inagniiicence not often to be 
found even in tlic ]ioctry of Vngil 

The intent of the mtioduclion is to laise expecta- 
tion, and suspend it, something thcicforc must be 
discovered, and something concealed , and the poet, 
while the fcitility of his invention is yet unknoun, 
may properly recommend himself hy the gi ace of his 
lam^uaiTe. 

O O 

He that reveals too much, or promises too little ; 
he that never nutates the intellectual appetite, or 
that immediately satiates it, equally defeats his on a 
purpose It IS necessary to the pleasure of the reader, 
that the events should not be anticipated, and how 
then can his attention be invited, but by giandeur of 
expression ^ 
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Numb 159 Tuesdatij Septembej 24, 17oK 


Sunt verba et voces quilus hanc lentrc dohrem 
Possis, et magnam morlt depmere partem Hor; 

Tlie power of words and soothing sounds appea e 

The racing pain and lessen the disease TranciS 

imbeciltty ttith wlncli Vcuctmthhts com 
plains that the presence of a numerous assembly 
fiec7cs his faculties, is paiticularly incident to the 
studious part of mankind, tthosc education necessarily 
secludes them m tlieir cailici jears from mingled con- 
verse, till, at their dismisbion from schools and aca 
demies they plunge at once into the tumult of the 
vtorld, and, cominj^ forth fiora the gloom of solitude, 
are overpowered by the blaze of publick life 

It IS, perhaps, kindly provided by nature, that, as 
the feathers and strength of a bird grou together, and 
her wings aie not completed till she is able to fl), so 
some proportion should be pieserved m the human 
hind between judgment and courage the precipitation 
of inexperience is therefore restiamed by shame, and 
Me remain shackled by timidity, till wc have learned to 
speak and act w 1th propnetj 

I believe few can review tlie days of their jouth, 
■without recollecting temptations, wluch shame ra 
ihcr than virtue, enabled them to resist, and opi 
nions which, however eironeous m their principles, 
VoL VI I ^nd 
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and dangeious in their consequences, tliey have pant- 
ed to advance at the hazaid oi contempt and hatred, 
when they found themselves iircsistibl^ depressed by 
a languid anxiety, Inch sei/.ed them at the moment 
of utteiance, and still gathered stiength fiom their 
endeavouis to resist it. 

It geneially happens that assurance keeps an even 
jiace with ability, and tlic fcai of miscaiiiagc, which 
hindeis oui first attempts, is giadiially dissipated as 
0111 skill advances towards ceilainty of success That 
bashfulness, theicforc, which prevents disgiacc, that 
shoit and tempoiai\ shame, which sccuics us fiom the 
danger of lasting lepioach, cannot be piopcil^ counted 
among our misfoi tunes 

Bashfulness, however it may incommode foi a 
moment, scarcely cvci pioduces evils of long con- 
tinuance, it may flush tlie check, lluttei in tlieheait> 
deject the e^cs, and enchain the tongue, but its mis- 
chiefs soon pass off without icmcnibiancc It may 
sometimes exclude plcasuie, but seldom opens any 
avenue to soiiow or icmoise It is obbcived soine- 
w'herc thatjTca; have repented oj having for burn to 
speak 

To excite opposition, and inflame malev'olcncc, is 
the unhappy piivilcge of courage made aiiogant by 
consciousness ot strength No man finds in him- 
self any inclination to attack or oppose him who 
confesses his supeiioiity by blushing in his pic- 
sence Qualities exerted wnth apparent leai fulness, 
receive applause fiom every voice, and suppoit 
from every hand. Diffidence ma}^ check icsolu- 
tion and obstiuct peiformance, but compensates its 
embai rassm 6 nts by moie impoitant advantages, it 

conciliates 
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conciliates the proud, and softens the severe, averts 
envy from excellence^ and censure from miscar- 
riage 

It may mdeed happen that knowledge and virtue 
remain too long congealed by this fiigonfick power, 
as the principles of vegetation are sometimes ob- 
structed by lingering frosts He that enters late 
into a public station, though with all the abilities 
requisite to the discharge of his dntj will find his 
powers at first impeded by a nmidity which he 
himself knows to be 'vitious, md must struggle long 
against dejection and reluctance, before he obtains 
the full command of hi* ovvn attention, and adds the 
gracelulncss of ease to the dignity of merit 

For this disease of the mmd I know not wliether 
any remedies of much efticacy can be tound To 
advbe a man unaccustomed to the e^es of multi- 
tude*! to mount a tribunal witliout pe.rturbation, to 
tell liim whose life wa^ passed m the shades of con- 
templation, that he must not be disconceited 01 
perplexed in receiving and returning the compliments 
of a splendid assembly, to advice an inhabitant of 
Biastl of Sumatra not to shiver at an L^ighsh winter, 
or him who has always lived upon n p’ain to look, 
from n precipice without emotion It is to suppo e 
custom instintaneou»ly cont ojlable 0^ leason, and 
to endeavour to communicate, by precept, that which 
onlv time and habit can bestoi 

He tint hopes by philosophy and contemplation 
alone to fortily liimseif against iliat awe winch all, 
at their first appeal ance on the stage of life must 
feel from the spectators, will, at the hoar of need, 
be mocled by his reso'uUon, and I doubt whether 
1 2 the 
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the pieservatives \’\hich Plato relates Alcihiades X6 
have received fiom Socrates, ^vhen he was about ta 
speak in publick, proved sufficient to secure him from 
the powerful fascination 

Yet, as the effects of time may by art and industi'y 
be accelciated or letarded, it cannot be improper to 
consider how this tioublesome instinct may be op- 
posed when it exceeds its just piopoition, and, in* 
stead of repressing petulance and temeiity, silences 
eloquence, and debilitates foi ce , since, though it 
cannot be hoped that anxiety should be immediately 
dissipated, it may be at least somewhat abated, and 
the passions will operate with less violence, vihen 
reason rises against them, than while she eithei slum- 
beis in neutrality, or, mistaking her inteiest, lends them 
her assistance 

No cause moie frequently pioduces bashfulness 
than too high an opinion of oui oun impoitance. 
He that imagines an assembly filled with his meiit, 
panting iMth expectation, and hushed with attention, 
easily 'terrifies himself vMth the dread of disappoint- 
ing them, and stiains his imagination in puisuit of 
something that ma}'^ vindicate the veracity of fame, 
and show that his leputation was not gamed by 
chance He consideis, that what he shall say oi do 
will never be forgotten, that renown or infamy is> 
suspended upon evciy syllable, and that nothing 
ought to fall fi’om him w Inch wu'll not bear the test of 
time Lender such solicitude, who can w'ondei that 
the mind is ovei whelmed, and, by stiugghng with 
attempts above her strength, quickly sinks into lan- 
guishment and despondency ^ 


The 
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TIic most uecful 1) cdicmcsi 'irc often unplcasnij; to 
tl\c taste rho c ^^ho me o^prcs'^cd h iticir own 
reputation, 1 ill, |>erlinp<, not be comfortcil by lie iring 
lliat tlicir cares art niinrcc. ar> But the Irutli is, 
tliat no man is much regarded b} the rest of the world 
He that coii'iidcrj) how hlilt he dwells upon the ton 
diiion of otlicrb will It am how hlllc the iiltcnlion of 
otlicrs 13 attracted hv himself M hilc we *^00 inulti 
tildes mg before u«, of whom, perhaps, not one 
appears to de-cnc our notice, or c\atcour 8 \mpaUi}, 
ViC should remember, that we likewise arc lo i m tlic 
same throng, that tlic c\c which happens to glance 
upon us IS turned in n moment on him that follows us, 
ami tint the utmo«t winch we can reasonably hoj>c 
or fear is, to fill a \*acant hour with jimttlc, nnd be 
forgotten 
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Numb. 160. Saturday, September 28, 1751. 


IntC} sc convcmt in sis. 


Juv 


Beasts of each kmd their fellows spare , 
Bear lives in amity with beai. 


world/’ says Loclc, “ has people of all 
“sorts” As in the geneial huny pioduccd 
by the superfluities of some, and necessities of others, 
no man needs to stand still for v»ant of employment, 
so in the innumerable gradations of ability, and end- 
less varieties of study and inclination, no employment 
can be vacant for want of a man qualified to dis- 
charge it 

Such is probably the natural state of the universe, 
but it IS so much deformed by interest and passion, 
that the benefit of this adaptation of men to things is 
not aluajs peiceived The folly or indigence of those 
who set their sei vices to sale, inclines them to boast of 
qualifications which they do not possess, and attempt 
business Inch they do not undei stand , and they who 
have the power of assigning to otlieis the task of life, 
ai e seldom honest or seldom happy in their nomina- 
tions Rations aic coiiupted by a\arice, cheated by 
ciedulity, oi ovei powered by resistless solicitation 
They are sometimes too sti ongly influenced by honest 
piejudices of friendship, oi the pievalence of viituous 
compassion Eoi, ivhatevcr cool leason may dnect, 
it is not easy foi a man of tender and scrupulous 
goodness to overlook the immediate effect of his oivn 
3 3 actions. 
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actions b) turning Ins c^es upon remoter ton^equen 
CCS, and to do that nhich must guc present pain, for 
the sake of ob\aatnig qviI \et imfLil, or cceunng 
advantage m tune to come hat is distant is in 
Itself obscure, and when we have no wish to seen, 
easily escapes our notice, or tnkc» sucli a form as desire 
or imagination bestows upon it 

Everyman might for tlic same reason, in tlic mul- 
titudes that swann about him, find «oinc kindred mind 
with which he could unite in conlidcncc and friend 
ship, jet we «cc inanj straggling sni'.lc about the 
world, unhappy for want of an associate, and pining 
witli the necessity of confining their <cnlimcnts to their 
own bosoms 

This inconvenience aiises, in Iilc manner, from 
struggles of the will again t tlic understanding It is 
not often difiicult to find a suitiblc compinion iC 
ever) man v ould be content uitli such ns he is qtiah 
fied to plctisc Hut if vanity tcinj>ts him to for akc 
his rank, and post hiii^df among tho^c wiiIi whom no 
common interest or mutual pleasure can ever unite him, 
he must always live in a state of unsocial separation, 
without tenderness and wiUiout tiust 

riicrc arc man) natures which can never approach 
vvitlim a certain distance, and which, wlicn anv incgu 
lar motive impels them tow irds contact, seem to start 
had lioin cicli other hy oomc invincible repulsion 
llicrc arc othci's which iinmcdiatcl) cohere whenever 
they come into the re ich of mutual nttnction, and 
with very little fonu ilit) of preparation mingle inti- 
mately as soon as they meet Every man whom either 
business or ciniositv lias thrown at large into the 
I 4 w orld, 
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woild, lecollect many instances of fondness and 
dislike, which have foiced themselves upon him with- 
out the inteivention of his judgment, of dispositions to 
couit some and avoid others, v\hen he could assign no 
jeason for the preference, oi none adequate to the 
violence of his passions, of influence that acted instan- 
taneously upon his mind, and which no aiguments oi 
pci suasions could ever ovcicome 

Among those with whom time and inleicouisc have 
made us familiar, ue feel oui affections divided in dif- 
ferent piopoitions without much regaid to moral or 
nitellectual mciit Every man knous some whom he 
cannot induce himself to trust, though he has no reason 
to suspect that they uould betiay him, those to whom 
he cannot complain, though he nevei observed them to 
want compassion, those m whose picsence he never 
can be gay, though excited by invitations to mil th and 
freedom, and those fiom whom he cannot be content 
to leccive instruction, though they never insulted his 
ignorance by contempt oi ostentation. 

That much resjaid is to be had to those instincts 
of kindness and dislike, or that reason should blindly 
follow them, I am fai from intending to inculcate* 
It is very ccitain, that by indulgence we may give 
tliem strength which they have not fi'om nature, and 
almost every example of ingiatitudc and treacheiy 
proves, that by obe3ung them y\e may commit our 
happiness to those who are veiy unuoithy of so gieat 
a trust But it may descive to be remaiked, that 
since few contend much with their inclinations, it is 
generally vain to solicit tlie good-wall of those whom 
P’e peioeive thus mvoluntaiily alienated from us, 

neither 
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neither hnouledge nor virtue will reconcile antipathy, 
and though ofhciousncss maj foi a tune be admitted, 
and diligence applauded, they u ill at last be dismissed 
with coldness, 01 discouraged by neglect 

Some have indeed nn occult power of stealing upon 
the affections, of c\citing universal benevolence, and 
disposing cver^ heart to fondness and fnendahip But 
this is a felicitj granted onlj to ilic favountea ot na 
■tme The greater part of mankind find a different 
reception from different dispositions, tliey sometimes 
obtain unexpected caiesses fiom those whom they 
never flattered with uncommon and sometimes 

exhaust all their arts of pleasing without effect To 
these It IS necessai^ to look lound, nnd attempt every 
breast m which they And virtue sufficient for the 
foundation of friendship to enter into the crowd, and 
try whom chance will offer to tiieii notice, till they fuc 
on some temper congenial to their own, as the nngnet 
rolled in the dust collects the fi-agmcnts of its kindred 
metal from a thousand particles of other substances 
Eveij nnn must iiavc renniled the facility with 
vvhich the kindness of othcis is sometimes gamed by 
those to whom he never could liave imputed iii& own 
We aie bv oui occupations education, and habits of 
life, divided almost into diftciuit species which le 
gaid one aiiothci, foi the mo-^tpait with *;corn and 
malignity Lach of these cl issej> of the human race 
has desires fears, and conveisation vexations and 
meriiinent pecufiai to itself, caics winch anoiher can 
not feel plea, urcs which he cannot partake and 
inodca of expressing ever) sensation which he cannot 
undel^tlnd That Irolickwhicfi shakes one man with 
laugbleiv will convulse another with indignation , the 

strain 
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strain of joculauLy AAhich in one place obtains treats 
and patronage, would in another be,hcaid with indif- 
ference, and in a third wuth abhorience. 

To raise esteem w'e must benefit others, to pi ocurc 
love we must please them Aiistoile observes, that 
old men do not readily foim fiiendships, because they 
are not easily susceptible of pleasuie. He that can 
contiibute to the hilaiity of the vacant hour, or par- 
take wath equal gust the favourite amusement , lie 
whose mind is employed on the same objects, and 
who therefore never harasses the undei standing with 
unaccustomed ideas, will be welcomed with aulour, 
and left with regret, unless he destro3's those recom- 
mendations by faults w'lth which peace and security 
cannot consist. 

It were happy, if, in foiming fiiendships, virtue 
could concur wuth pleasure , but the gieatest part of 
human gratifications approach so neaily to vice, that 
few wdio make the delidit of others their 1 ule of con-, 
duct, can avoid disingenuous compliances ; yet certain- 
ly he that sutfeis himself to be diiven or allured fiom 
virtue, mistakes his own inteiest, since he uains sue- 
cour by means, for which his friend, if ever he be- 
comes Wise, must scorn him, and foi which at last he 
must scoin himself 
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Numb 161 Tuesdat, Ocfobei i, 1751 


yii Jj T iJt a A HoM I 

Twil as the lea\es that qui\er on the sprajs 
Like them man flounshts like them decays 


Mr RAAIBIER 


SIR, 

Y OU hive formerly observed that cunosity often 
terminates in barren knowledge, and tint the 
mind IS prompted to study and inquiry rather b) the 
uneasiness of ignorance, than the hope of profit 
Nothing can be of less importance to any present in- 
terest than the fortune of those who liave betn long 
lost in the grave, and fiom vvhom nothing now can 
be hoped or feared Yet to rouse the zeal ot a true 
antiquary, little more is necessary than to rnentjon a 
name which mankind have conspired to foriret he 
will make his way to remote scenes of action through 
obscurity and cortradiction, as Tul/y sought amidst 
bushes and brambles the tomb of Aichm dts 

It lb not cosy to discover bon it concerns him that 
gathers the produce, or receives the rent ol an estate 
to know through what families the land has passed, 
who IS registered in the Conqueiors suivey os its pos 
sessor how o^ten it has been torfeited bv treason or 
how often sold by prodis^hty The powei or wealth 
the pie«ent inhabitants of a co intrv cannot be much 
increased by an inquiry aftci the na nes of those bai- 

bai lans, 
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banans, who destioyed one anothei twenty centuries 
ago, jn contests for the shelter of woods, or conveni- 
ence of pasturage. Yet we see that no man can be 
at lest in the enjoyment of a new purchase till he has 
learned the history of his grounds from the ancient in- 
habitants of the parish, and that no nation omits to 
1 ecord the actions of their ancestors, however bloody, 
savage, and rapacious 

The same disposition, as different opportunities call 
it forth, discovers itself in great or Lttle things. I 
have always thought it unn oi thy of a wise man to 
slumber in total inactivity, only because he hajipens 
to have no employment equal to his ambition oi ge- 
nius; It is thercfoie my custom to apply my attention 
to tlie objects before me, and as I cannot think any 
place who% unwoithy of notice that affoids a habita- 
tion to a man of letters, I have collected the Instoiy 
and antiquities of the seveial gaiiets m which 1 ha\e 
jesided. 


Quanlulaainquc cstis, tos ego jnagna voco 
How small to others, but how gieat to me I 

!Many of these nairativcs my industry has been able 
to extend to a considerable lcno;th , but the woman 
■\\ ith V horn I now lodge has lived only eighteen months 
m the house, and can give no account of its ancient 
j evolutions', the plasteier having, at her enhance, 
oblitciated, by his uhite-wash, all the smoky mcmoiials 
•which foimei tenants had left upon the ceiling, and 
perhaps drawn the veil of oblivion over politicians, 
philosophers, and poets. 


"When 
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Mlien I first cheapened my lodqmgs die landlady 
told me, that «ljc hoped I tins not an nutlior, for the 
lodgers on the first floor had stipulated tlmt Uic upper 
rooms should not be occupied by a noisy trade I 
\ery readily promised to gne no disturbance to Iier 
family, and soon despatched a bargain on tlic usual 
terms 

I had not slept man^ nights in my new apartment 
before I began to inquire after my prcdcct'^sors, and 
found my landlady, wliosc imagination is filled chiefly 
Midi her own aflhirs, \cty ready to give me infor- 
mation 

Curiosity, like all other desires, produces pain os 
Mcll as pleasure Before she began her narrative, I 
Ind heated my head uith expectations of adventures 
and discov ones, of clcgmcc m di>guise, and learning 
m distress , and u as somew Int mortified w hen I heard 
that the firat tenant was a tailor, of \\ horn nothing u as 
remembered hut that lie coniphmcd of his room for 
want of light and, after having lodged m it a month, 
and piid only a weeks rent, pawned a piece of cloth 
whicli lie was trusted to cut out, 'incl was foiced to 
make a piecipitatc retreat from tins quarter of Uic 
town 

The next was a youn^j woman newly arrived from 
the countiy, wlio lived for five weeks with gicat 
regulanty, and became by frequent treats ver^ nmch 
the favourite of tlic famdy, but at last icccivcd visits 
frequently from a cousin m Chcapsuk, that she 
hi ought the 1 cjMititfon of the house into dangci, and 
vva-> tlicicforc dismissed wiUi good advice 

ilic roopi til n stood empty fur a fortnight, my 

landiadv 
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landlady began to think that she had judged hardly, 
and often \Mshed for such another lodger At last, 
an eldeily man of a grave aspect read the bill, and 
bai gained for the 100m at the very fust puce that was 
asked. He lived in close letneinent, seldom ^ent 
out till evening, and then retuincd caily, sometimes 
checiful, and at otlicr times dejected. It vias ic- 
maikable, that whatevei he pui chased, he never had 
small money in his pocket, and, thoiigli cool and 
tempeiate on other occasions, iias alv\a}s vehement 
and stormy till he received his change He paid his 
icntvith great exactness, and seldom failed once a 
■v\eek to lequite my landlady s civility with a supper. 
At last, such IS the fate of human fehcit}', the house 
was alarmed at midnight by the constable, who de- 
manded to seaich the gn rots jMy landlady assuring 
him that he had mistaken the dooi, conducted him up 
Stans, wheie he found the tools ot a comci , but the 
tenant had crawled along the 1 oof to an empty house, 
and escaped, much to the joy of mv landlady, who 
declares him a vciy honest man, and wondcis w'hy 
.any body should be banged for making money when 
such numbeis aie in want of it She lion ever con- 
fesses that she shall, for the futuie, always question the 
character of tliose who take her gairet without beating 
down the pi ice 

The bill was then placed again in the window, and 
the pool w Oman was teased for seven w ecks by in- 
numerable passengers, wdio obliged hei to climb with 
them every houi up five stones, and then disliked 
the prospect, haled the noise of a publick sheet, 
thought tlie stairs nariow, objected to a low-- ceiling, 

requiied 
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required the walls to he hung witii fresher paper, 
asked questions about the neighbourhood, could not 
think of living so far from their acquaintance, wished 
the windows had looked to the south ratlier than the 
west, told how the dooi and chimney might have been 
better disposed, bid her half tlie price that she asked 
or promised to give her carne»t the next day, and 
came no more 

At last a short meagre man, in a tarnished waist- 
coat, desired to sec the garret, and when he had sti- 
pulated for two long shelves, and a laiger table hired 
It at a low late When tlic affair was completed, he 
looked lound him with great satisfaction and repeated 
some words which the woman did not understand In 
two days he brought a gieat box of books took pos 
session of his room, and lived veiy inoffensively, ex 
cept that he frequently distuibed the inhabitants of the 
next floor by unsensonaWe noises lie was generally 
in bed at noon, but fiom evening to midnight lie 
sometimes talked aloud with grent vehemence, some 
times stamped as in ngc, «oiiietimes threw down his 
poker, then clattered his cljair'>, then sat down ui 
deep thought and again buri,t out into loud vocife 
rations, sometimes he would sigh as oppressed with 
misery, and sometimes shake v\ith convulsive laugh 
ter When he cncountcicd any of the family, lie 
gave way or bowed, but rarely spoke, except that as 
he went up staira he often icpcated, 

— — ’ Of n jrcxx* ^ufAxrec « tt 


This habitant ib atrial regions boast 
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liaid ■v^oids, to which his neighbours listened so often, 
that they learned them without iindei standing them. 
“^Vliat lias his employment she did not lenturc to ask 
him, but at last heaid a pi inters boy inquire for tiic 
author 

My landlady ii as veiy often ad\ ised to beware of 
this strange man, who, though ^le ii as quiet for the 
present, might pci haps become outrageous in the hot 
months, but, as she u as punctually paid, she could 
not find any sufficient icason foi dismissing him, till 
one night he con\inccd her, by setting fire to his cur- 
tains, that It was not safe' to have an author foi her 
inmate 

She had then for six weeks a succession of tenants, 
who left the house on Satin day, and, instead of paying 
their lent, stoimed at their landlady. At last she took 
in tVfO sisters, one of whom had spent hci little foi tune 
in proem ing remedicb for a lingeimg disease, and was- 
now supported and attended by tlic othci . she climbed 
VMth difficulty to the ap.utmcnt, iihcre she languished 
eight weeks without impatience, or lamentation, ex- 
cept for the expense and fatigue which hei sistei suf- 
feied, and then calmly and contentedly expired ' The 
sister follow ed her to the grave, paid the feiv debts 
which they had contracted, -w iped aw ay the tears of 
useless soriow', and, letuining to the business of com- 
mon life, resigned to me the vacant habitation 

Such, Mr Rambki'f aie the changes vihicli baic 
happened in the naiiow space viheie my picscnt 
foi tune has fixed my lesidence. So true it is that 
amusement and msti action aie aiwavs at hand, for 

those 



N ifia THE R4 Mb1eR lag 

those ho ha\c skill and inlhngness to find them, 
and, <50 just is the obscnation of Jinenal, that a 
single house Mill show M}nte\tr is done or suffered in 
the Moild 

I am, Silt, &.C 


Nomd l6a Tufsdai, October 5, 1751 


Ori/ff rr t tocuptf/ S J^ruto consult natus, 

Esfc till -eras credts amnttas^ 

^unt Ttrcc sed quas juvents ques pmiprr lalelat 
Quis ttovut cft, inortan dihgtt tl/e tuam Mi&r 

^^hat'oM ‘iiidiirh and childless too 
\od jet lelie%e jour irieads are true? 

Iruth mi^ht perhaps to Uiose belong 

To these who lovd you poonnd joung 

Hut tiiistme for the new )Oulia\e 

J hey n lo^e jou dcsrij—ui jour grave F Lewis. 

Q N E of the complaints uttered by Mdtonz Sanmn^ 
m the anguish of blindness, is, that lie shall pass 
Ilia lift under the direction of others , that he cannot 
rcguUw Ins conduct by his own knowledge, but must 
lie at tiie mercy of those who undertake to guide liim 
Jiicicis no state more contrar} to the dignity of 
wisdom than perpetual and unhinited dependence, 
in which the understandmg lies u cless, and every 
motion IS received from external impulse Reason 
IS the great distinction of humm nature, the faculty 
by which we approach to some degree of association 
VoL VI K with 
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■with celestial intelligences ; but as the excellence of 
eveiy power appears only in its operations, not fo 
have reason, and to have it useless and unemployed, 
is nearly the same 

Such is the weakness of man, that the essence of 
things IS seldom so much regarded as external and 
accidental appendages A small variation of trifling 
circumstances, a slight change of form by an artificial 
dress, or a casual diflerence of appearance, by a new 
light and situation, ivill conciliate affection or excite 
abhorrence, and determine us to pursue or to avoid. 
Every man considers a necessity of compliance with 
any will but his own, as the lou est state of ignominy 
and meanness ; few are so far lost in cowardice or 
negligence, as not to rouse at the first insult of tyranny, 
and exert all their force against him who usurps theil 
property, or invades any privilege of speech or action, 

ct we see often those who never wanted spirit to 
lepel encroachment or oppose violence, at last, by a 
gradual relaxation of vigilance, delivering up, without 
capitulation, the fortress which they defended against 
assault, and laying down unbidden the weapons which 
they giasped the harder for every attempt to wrest 
them from theii bands, hlen eminent for spirit and 
wisdom often resign themselves to voluntary pupilage, 
and suffer then lives to be modelled by officious igno- 
rance, and their choice to be regulated by presump- 
tuous stupidity. 

This unresisting acquiescence m the deteimination 
of others, may be the consequence of application to 
some study remote from tiie beaten track of life, some 
employment which does not allow leisure for suffi-. 
cient insoection of npltv nffairs hv whirh na- 
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ture ha*^ decreed a qreat part of our duration to be 
filled To a mind thus witbdrann from common 
objects it IS more eligible to repose on the prudence 
of another, than to be exposed every moment to slight 
intcrraptiorib The submission which such confi 
dence requires, is paid without pain, because it im- 
plies no confession of inferiority The business from 
which we withdraw our co^izance, is not above our 
abilities, but below our notice We please our pnde 
with the effects of our mffuence thus weakly exerted, 
and fancy ourselves placed in a higher 01b, from 
which we regulate subordinate agents by a slight and 
distant superintendence But, whatever vanity or ab 
straction may suggest, no man can salely do that by 
otlieis winch might be done bj himself, be that in- 
dulges negligence wiU quickly become ignorant of his 
own affaii's , and he that trusts witliout reserve will at 
last be deceived ; 

It is, however, impossible but that, as the attention 
tends strongly tow aids one thing, it must retire ftom 
another, and he that omits the care of domestick 
business, because he is engrossed by inquines of more 
importance to mankind, lias, at least, the merit of suf- 
fering m a good cause But there are manj who can 
plead no such extenuation of their foil}, who shake 
off tlie buiden of tlieir station, not that they may soar 
with less incumbrance to the heights of knowledge or 
virtue, but that they may loiter at ease and sleep in 
quiet, and who select for fnepdship and confidence 
-not the faithful and the virtuoqs, but the soft, the civil, 
and compliant 

This openness to flattery is the common disgrace 
of declining life When men feel weakness increas 
K 2 tDg 
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ing on tlictn', they naturally desiie to rest from the 
stiuggles of conti adiction, the fatigue of reasonnig, 
the anxiety of ciraimspcction ; 'ohen they ai c hourly 
tormented svith pains and diseases, they arc unable 
to bear any new distui banco, and eonsidei all oppo- 
sition as an addition to misery, of which tlicy feel 
ilieady more than they can patiently endure. Tims 
desirous of peace, and thus fearful of pain, the old 
man seldom inquires after any other qualities in those 
whom he caresses, than quickness m eonjectunng his 
desires, activity in supplying his wants, dexterity iii 
intercepting complaints befoie they approach near 
enough to distuib him, flexibility to his picscnt hu- 
inoui, submission to hasty petulance, and attention 
to wearisome nanations. By these aits alone many 
have been able to defeat the claims of kmdied and of 
merit, and to enrich themsehea with piesents and 
legacies. 

Thrasybulus inherited a laige fortune, and aug- 
mented it by the revenues of seveial lucrative em- 
ployments, which he discharged with honour and 
dexterity. He w'as at last wise enough to consider, 
that life should not be de^ oted w’holly to accumulation, 
lind thciefore, letiiing to Ins estate, applied lumself 
to the education of his childien, and the cultivation of 
domestick happiness. 

He passed several years in this pleasing amusement, 
and saw hi3 caie amply recompensed , his daughters 
weie celebrated for modesty and elegance, and Ins 
sons for learning, prudence, and spiiit In time tlie 
eagerness, with which the neighbouring gentlemen 
com ted his alliance, obliged him to lesign his daugh- 
teis to other families; the vivacity and cuiiosityof 

his 
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his ‘5ons hurt led them out of rural privacy into the 
open MorW, from u hence tlicy had not soon an incli- 
nation to return I*his liowevci, he had alua3S 
hoped , he plca'^ed }uiu»clf with the success of his 
schemes and felt iio inconicnience fioni solitude till 
'll! dpoplcv^ deprned him of lus wife 

T/iiffsi/M/s Ind now no companion , and the iin 
ladies of increasing jears having taken from him much 
of tlie power of procuring amusement for himself, he 
thought it ncccss vry to procure some infenour friend 
Mho might ease !um of his economical solicitudes and 
■<lntit him l»3 tlictrful coiucrsation All these quali 
ties he soon recollected in a dtrk m one of the 

ofliccs over which he had formerly presided Vafu 
Mas invited to visit his oM patron, and being bj his 
station acquainted with the present modes of life, and 
by constant pnctice d^tcrous in busme s, cntci tamed 
him Milh «!0 mail} novelties and «o readily diacn 
tingled his iffnrs, tint he Mas desned to resign his 
clerkship and accept a liberal sal irv m tlie house of 
Ihasyhulu^ 

Vaje), having alMa}s lived in a state of depend mcc, 
Mas well versed in the aits by uhich Javour is obtained, 
and could, without repugnance or he itation accom- 
modate Iiimself to every caprice, and echo everv 
opinion He never doubtccT but to be convinced, nor 
attempted opposition but to flatter 7 /irasybulus with 
the pleasure of a victoi} By this piacticc he found 
his vv a} into hii j ati on s heart, and, hav mg first made 
Iiirnself agreeable soon became impoitant His in 
sidious diligence, by which the lazmess of age was 
gratified, cngiosscd the management of iflans, and 
hispett} oftices of civility, and occasional intercessions, 
K a persuaded 
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persuaded the tenants to considei him as their fnend 
and benefactor, and to enti eat his enforcement of their 
representations of hard years, and his countenance to 
petitions for abatement of rent 

Thrasyhuliis had now banquetted on flatteiy, till he 
could no longer bear the harshness of lemonstrance 
or the insipidity of tiuth All contrariety to his o\mi 
opinion shocked him like a violation of some natuial 
light, and all 1 ecommendation of his affairs to his own 
inspection vias dieaded by him as a summons to toi- 
tuie His children weie alaimed by the sudden riclies 
of Vqfe 7 \ but then complaints were heaid by their 
father with impatience, as the lesult of a conspiracy 
against his quiet, and a design to condemn him, foi 
their own advantage, to gioan out his last houis 111 
perplexity and diudgeiy. The daughteis letiied w’ltli 
tears m their eyes, but the son continued his impoi - 
tunities till he found his inheritance hazarded by his 
obstinacy. , triumphed ovei all their effoits, and, 
continuing to confirm himself in authority, at the death 
of his master, purchased an estate, and bade defiance 
to inquiiy and justice. 
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) Oil 

Numb 163 Tuesi>a\,i O ctober 8, IT'S! 

JiJtUe superla pah Jastidia spemque caduiam 

Despice uie hbi, nam monere hbi Sevkca 

Bow to no patron s insoVncc rel> 

On no frail hopes in freidotn Ii\e and die F Lemii 

1 

■MONE of the cruelties exercised by^vc'lltb and 

potver upon indigence and depcndance is more 
mischievous in its consequences, or more frequently 
practised ^Mthnanton negligence, than the cncouiage 
ment of expectations uliich are nc\cr to be gratified, 
nnd the elation and depression of the heart b) needle s 
vici'^situdes of hope and disappointment 
E\ery man is ncii oi pooi, according to the pro 
portion betneen his desires and enjoyments any en 
largenicnt of wishes is theicfoic equally destructive to 
happiness with the dinnnuUon of possession, and he 
that tcaciics another to long for what he ne>ei shall 
obtain is no less an enemy to his quiet, than if he 
Ind robbed him of part of liis patrimony 

But representations tlius refined exhibit no ade 
quatc idea of tlie guilt of pretended friendship, of 
artifices by winch followers are attracted only to dc 
corate the rctmiio of pomp, and swell the shout of 
popularity, and to be dismissed with contempt nnd 
Ignominy, when then leader has succeeded or mb- 
earned, wlien he is sick of show, and weary of noise 
Willie a man, infatuated with the promises of great 
PCS’?, wastes hi3 hours and daya in attendance and so 
K 4 licitation, 
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liciUition, the iioncst oppoituniUt,^ of unptovinii In'; 
condition pass by witliout ins noliC'* ; lie nriiirt. lo 
cultivate ins onii hanen soil, hec.iiisc he c^p'd* 
cvciy moment to he placed in ic;^ions of sponU'ireu> 
fcitihty, and is seldom lon-’cd from his deluiion, hul 
b}' the gripe of distKss nliich he (.miiot icsisi, and Uir 
sense of evils vihieh cannot be icmedicd 

The punishment of Tantalus m tlie mfeinal legions 
aflbrds a just imago of htingrv seivihU, fl.itleied uith 
the approach of ad\antiige, doomed to lose it hefuir 
it comes into hi^ icaeh, ahui}> uithin <n feu <lavs 
of felicity, and ah\a\s sinking back to his toiniM 
v\ ants 


K«' itrttijt ^'t>»cr* i>yt ' its 

Hfutr, !r M/JHiji r o( yiii'i j 

Stivto ei crimi o vy iix*’ 

Orffctri o m«nr piiisii.i, 

'Titreay’ Ju.'j a»A?jo^5i'i trerj-. 

rata pan^yt xa-a^riayxi el csi^_» 

S t4/ic:i'n;>a yurxycc^rOit yti Ka^rr'r 

*'Ox,txi, x«i f 3*0.1, xal {j.rfJut dy>oCra^v:tt 
‘Zvya* r{ 7 ?,vx» 5 ai, y«i lAtliai TrXiDjKrai 
Twr ottot’ lot’s’ll 0 {■~> ^ayarOai 

Taf S' oyi/yC^'j/iitslooKt "oil tt^to rxi'iija 


I saw,’ says Homers Ulj/ssc:, “ tlic sc\crc punibh- 
“ ment of Tanlalus In a lake, whose waters ap- 
“ preached to his lips, he stood binning wiUi thll^t, 
“without the powci to dunk. 'Wlicncvcr lie in- 
“ clmed his head to the stieam, some deity com- 
“ manded It to be dr}^, and the daik earth appealed 
‘‘ at his feet Aiound him lofty tiecs spiead their 
“fiuits to view; tlic pear, the pomcgianate, and 

“ the 
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“ the apple, the green olnc and the luscious fig 
quuereci before Imn, uhidi nhenever he extended 
lus hand to seize them, nerc snitthcd by tlie innds 
“ into clouds and obscurity” 

This image of misery uas ptrlnps originally 
gested to some poet b} the conduct of Ins patron, by 
the daily contemplation of splendour « Inch he ne\cr 
must partake, by trintlc«s attempts to catch at inter- 
dicted happiness, and by die sudden evanescence of 
this reuard, uhen he thought lus labours almost at an 
end Jo groan uith po^ert^, alien all about him 
uas opulence, not, and superfluity, and to find tlie 
favours uhich he had long been encouraged to hope, 
and had long endeavoured to deserve, squandered at 
last on nameless ignorance, uas to thirst with uater 
flowing before bun, nod to see the fruits, to uhich his 
hunger was hastening, scattered by the uintl Nor 
can my correspondent, uhatever he may have suffered, 
express uitli more justness or force the vexations of 
dependance 


To the RAMBLER 


SIR, 

J AJI one of those mortals ufao have been courted 
and envied as the favourites of the great Having 
often gained the prize of composition at the university, 
I began to hope that I should obtain the same 
distinction in every other place, and determined to 
forsake die profession to which 1 was destmed by my 
parents, and in winch the interest of my family would 
have procured me a veiy advantageous settlement 

The 
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The pride of ivit fluttered in my heart, and when I 
prepared to leave the college, nothing entered my ima- 
gination but honours, carc'^scs, and rewards, richea. 
without labour, and luxury vv ithout expense. 

I however delayed my dcpaitiire foi a time, te 
finish the performance by whicli I m as to draw the first 
notice of mankmd upon me. 'Wlien it vi as completed 

I hurried to Londoji, and considered every moment 
that passed before its publication, as lost in a kind of 
neutral existence, and cut off from the golden hours of 
happiness and fame The piece w as at last printed 
and disseminated b}^ a rapid sale, I wandered fiom 
one place of concourse to another, feasted from morb- 
ing tonight on the repetition of my own piaises, and 
enjoyed the vai'ious conjectures of criticks, the mistaken 
candour of my friends, and the impotent malice of my 
enemies. Some had read the manuscript, and recti- 
fied its inaccuracies ; others had seen it m a state so 
imperfect, that they could not forbear to w'onder at its 
present excellence, some had conversed with the author 
at the coffee-house , and others gave hints that they had 
Jent him money. 

I knew that no performance is so favourably read 
as that of a writer who suppresses his name, and there- 
fore resolved to remain concealed, till those by whom 
literary leputation is established had given their suf- 

II ages too publickly to retract them. At length my 
bookseller informed me that Aiirantim, the standing 
patron of meat, had sent mquiiies after me, and 
invited me to his acquaintance. 

The time which I had long expected was now ar- 
rived. I went to Amantius with a beating heart, 'for 
I looked upon our interview as the critical moment of 

my 
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my destim I '^as rcccucd Mith cmlitics, whicli mj 
academic rudeness mide me unable to repay, but 
Avhen I had recovered from mj confusion, I prose 
cuted the comcr'^ation uith such liveliness and pro- 
priety, that I confirmed mj new friend m his esteem 
of my abilities, and was dismissed witli the utmost 
ardour of profession, and raptures of fondness 

I was soon summoned to dine with AurantiuSy who 
had assembled the most judicious of his friends to par- 
take of the entertainment -Again I everted my pow- 
ers of sentiment and expression and again found ev cry 
eye sparkling with deligh^ and every tongue silent 
witn attention I now became familiar at tlic table of 
AitranUmi but could never, m his most pnv'atc or 
jocund hours, obtain more from him than general dech- 
rations of esteem, or endearments of lendcmc«s, which 
included no particular promise, and therefore con- 
ferred no claim This frigid reserve somewhat dis 
gusted me and when he complained of three dajs 
absence, I took care to inform him with liow much 
importunity of kindness I had been detained by his 
nval Pollio 

Aurantius now considered his honour as endangered 
by the desertion of a wit, and, lest I should have an 
inclination to wander, told me that I could never find 
a fnend more constant and zealous than himself, that 
indeed he had made no promises, because he hoped to 
surprise me with advancement but had been silently 
promoting my interest and should continue his good 
offices, unless he found tlie kindne&» of others more 
desired 

If you, Mr PamhUr^ have ever ventured your phi 
losophy within the attraction of greatness, you know^ 

the 
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the force of such language introduced iiith a smile of 
gracious tcndeiness, and impressed at the conclusion 
with an air of solemn sinceiity Fiom that instant I 
gave myself up wholly to Am a?7fius, and, as he imme- 
diately resumed his fomier gayety, expected evciy 
morning a summons to some employment of dignity 
and profit One month succeeded another, and, in 
defiance of appearances, I still fancied myself nearci 
^to my wishes, and continued to dieam of success, and 
wake to disappointment At last the failure of my 
little fortune compelled me to abate the finciy uhich I 
hitherto tliought necessary to the company Mith whom 
I associated, and the rank to uhich I should be laiscd 
Aw'antius, from the moment in which he discoveicd 
my poverty, considered me as fully in his pow ei , and 
afterw’ards rather permitted my attendance than invited 
it, thought himself at libeity to refuse my visits, wdien- 
ever he had other amusements within reach, and often 
suffered me to wait, without pretending any necessaiy 
business When I w'as admitted to his table, if any 
man of rank equal to his own was piesent, he took 
occasion to mention my wiitings, and commend my 
ingenuity, by which he intended to apologize for the 
confusion of distinctions, and the impioper assortment 
of his company; and often called upon me to enter- 
tain his friends with my productions, as a spoitsman 
delights the squires of his neighbouihood with the 
cui vets of his horse, or the obedience of his spaniels. 

To complete my mortification, it was his practice to 
impose tasks upon me, by requiring me to w rite upon 
such subjects as he thought susceptible of ornament 
and illustiation With these extoited performances 
be was little satisfied, because he rarely found in them 

the 
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the ulcis «hicli his own imnijnation had su^csted, 
and winch he tlicrttorc thought more natural than 
imne 

M hen die pale of ccrcmoin is broken, rudeness and 
insult soon enter the hrcacli He now found that he 
might safely harass mo widr vcciition, dmt he had 
fived the shaeklcs of patronage upon me, and diat I 
could neither re,i«t him nor escape At last, in the 
eighth jear of my senitude, when the clamour of ere 
ditorswas reheincnt, and my necessity knowai to he 
extreme, he odcred me a small office, but hinted his 
expectation that I should many a young woman with 
whom he had been acquainted 
I I was not 0 far depressed by my calamities as to 
comply with Uns pioposal, but, knowing that com- 
plaints and expostulations would but gratify Ins inso- 
lence, I turned aw ly with that contempt widi which I 
shall nerer want spirit to treat the wTCtch who can 
outgo the guilt of i robber widiout die temptation of 
his profit, and who lures the ciedulous and thoughtless 
to maintain the show of Ins levee, and the mirth of his 
t iblo, at the expense of honour, liappincss, and life 

Iain, SHI, &c 


I iiita itis 
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Numb. 164 . Saturday, October 12 , 1751 . 

Vitmm^ Gaiirt, Catonn hales, jMakt. 

Gaurus pretends to Catob fame; 

And proves -by Cato’s vice, his clami- 


I DISTINCTION is so pleasing to the pride of man, 
that a great part of tlie pain and pleasure of life 
arises from the giatification or disappointment of an 
incessant A^ish for supenonty, fiom the success 01 
miscarriage of secret competitions, from victories and 
defeats, of tthich, though they appear to us of great 
importance, m reality none aie conscious except oui- 
selves. 

Proportionate to the prevalence of this love of piaise 
is the variety of means by A^hlch its attainment is at- 
tempted Every man, howcvei hopeless his preten- 
sions may appeal to all but himself, has some project 
by which he hopes to rise to reputation, some art by 
which he imagines that the notice of the woi Id ill be 
attracted; some quality, good 01 bad, which disci imi- 
nates him fiom tlie common held of mortals, and by 
which others may be peisuaded to love, or compelled 
to fear him The ascents of honour, hov ever steep, 
never appear inaccessible; he that despairs to scale 
the precipices by which learning and valour have con- 
ducted their favourites, discoveis some by-path, or 
easier acclivity, vhich, though it cannot bung him to 
the summit, Mill yet enable him to ovcilook those Mith 

M horn 
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^Uiom he is noi^ contending for eminence nnd wc 
*»cItlom require more to tlic h'lppmcss of the present 
hour, than to surpass him diat stands nc\t before us 
As tlie greater part of human kind speik and act 
holly bj imitation, most of tlioso «ho aspire to ho 
nour and applause pi opose to themselves some example 
which serves as the model of their conduct, and the 
limit of their liopcs Almost every man if closci) ex- 
imined, will be found to have enlisted himself under 
some leader who n he expects to conduct him to re 
nown, to have some hero or other, living or dead, in 
his view, whose chancter he endeavours to assume, 
and whose peiforinances he labours to equal 
AVhen the original is well chosen, and judiciotbly 
copied, the imitator often arrives at excellence, wliicli 
he could never have attained witliout direction, for few 
are formed w ith abilities to discover new possibilities ot 
excellence, and to distinguish tlicmselves by means 
never tned before 

J3ut folly and idleness often conti ivc to ^^mtif) pride 
at a cheaper rate not the qualities which are most 
lUuslrious but tliose which arc ot eisicst otiaininent, 
are selected for imitation, and the lionouis and rewards 
which publick gratitude has paid to the benefactorb of 
mankind aie expected by wretches who can only imi 
tate them in their vices and defects, or adopt some 
petty singulanties, of which those fioin whom they are 
borrowed were secretly ashamed , < 

No man rises to such* a height as to become con 
spicUous, but he is on one side censured b} undiscem 
mg malice, which reproaches him for his bcot action^, 
and slanders his apjiaient and incontestable excelien 
’ i cies. 
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cies, and idolized on the other by ignorant admiration, 
which exalts his faults and follies into viitues It may 
be observed, that he by whose intimacy Ins acquaint- 
ances imagine thenselves dignified, generally diffuses 
among them his mien and his habits, and, indeed, 
without more vigilance than is geneially applied to 
the regulation of the minuter pai ts of behaviour, it is 
not easy, when we converse- much with one wdiosa 
general character excites our veneration, to escape all 
contagion of his peculiarities, even when we do not 
delibciately think them worthy of our notice, and 
when they w ould have excited laughter or disgust, had 
they not been protected by tlicir alliance to nobler 
qualities, and accidentally consorted with knowledge 
or with virtue. 

The faults of a man loved or honouied, sometimes 
steal secietly and imperceptibly upon the wise and vir- 
tuous, but, by injudicious fondness or thoughtless 
vanity, are adopted with design. There is scarce any 
failing of mind or body, any error of opinion, oi depra- 
vity of practice, which, instead of producing shame and 
discontent, its natuial effects, has not at one time or 
other gladdened vanity with the hopes of pi aise, and been 
displayed with ostentatious industry by those w ho sought 
kindred minds among the wits or heroes, and could 
prove tlieir i elation only by similitude of deformity. 

In consequence of tins perverse ambition, eveij 
habit which reason condemns may be indulged and 
avowed. When a man is upbi aided with his faults, he 
may indeed be paidoned if he endeavours to run for 
shelter to some celebiated name, but it is not to be 
suffered that, from the retreats to which he fled 

1 3 from 
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from infamy, he should issue ngain nith the conf- 
dcnce of conquests, and call upon matihmcl for 
praise let we sec men tint waste their patrimony 
in luxury, destroy tbcir hciUh with debauchery and 
enervate then minds with idleness, because there have 
been some vrhom luxury never could sink into con- 
tempt, nor idleness hinder from the praise of genius 
This general inclination of man’ ind to copy cha- 
racters m the gross, and the force which the recom 
mendation of dliistiious examples adds to tlie allure- 
ments of vace, ought to be considered by all whose 
character excludes them from the shades of secrecy, 
as incitements to scrupulous caution and universal 
punty of manners No man, howcvti enslaved to 
his appetites, or hurried by his passion*?, can, while 
he preserves his intellects unimpaired, please himself 
with promoting the corruption of olhera lie whose 
merit has enlarged his influence, would surely wisli 
to exert it for tlie benefit of mankind Vet such will 
be the effect ofhis reputation, while he sutlers himself 
to indulge in any favourite fault, that they who have 
no hope to reach his excellence will catch at his fail 
mgs, and his virtues will be cited to justify the copiers 
of his vices [ 

It 13 particularly tlie duty of those who consign 
illustnous names to posterity, to take care lest their 
readeis be misled ly ambiguous examples That 
wnter may be justly condemned as an enemy to 
goodness, who suffers fondness or interest to confound 
right with wrong or to shelter the faults which even 
the wisest and tlie best have committed from that 
Ignominy which guilt ought always to suffer, and 
Vot VI L with ' 
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^v]th^^llicll it 'should be moie deeply stiginati/cd mIicii 
dignified by its nci£»:hbouiliood to uncoriiiiion Moith, 
Since Avc shall be 111 danger of belioklinu; it MJthout 
abhoiicnce, unless its tuijntude be laid ojicn, and 
the eye secuied from the deception of suijounding 
splendoiii . 


Numb. 165. Tuesday, October 15, 1751. 


>10?, tt^^a ?"£/>;?, tijv yrifSr, crXKciof ti/xi. 
fjotb^ ix ratTuy otyr^lf h ty[jLtpo7i^oi^, 

*'0? 'rirt f4£y ovot iv ££%!)>. 

USi/ oTTori fir, S'vyxftcci, roT Ip^a ANTinilLUS 

Yoang was I once and poor, now neb and old, 

A harder case than mine was never told , 

Blest with the pow’r to use them — I had none; 

Loaded with ;it/ic5 now, the pow’r is gone F Lewis. 

To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

-nriteis who have undei taken the unpro- 
mising task of model ating desire, e\eit all the 
pOMei of their eloquence, to show that happiness is 
not the lot of man, and have, by many aiguments 
and examples, proved the instability of eveiy condi- 
tion by which envy or ambition aie excited They 
have set before our eyes all the calamities to w'hicli 
w'e aie exposed from the frailty of nature, the influ- 
ence of accident, or the stratagems of malice , they 
ha\e teiiificd gicatness wtli conspiiacies, and iiches 

ith 
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anxieties, ^\lt MilU criticism and beauty ^\Ith 
disease 

All tlic force of reason and nil Ibc charms of Ian 
guogc are indeed ntccssarj to support positions nhich 
cic^ rc'in hears mtli n ^ ish to confute thorn Iruth 
finds an easy entrance into the mind alien Mic is 
introduced by desire, and attended by pleasure , but 
ivhen she intrudes uncalled and brings only fcir and 
*:orron in her train, the passes of the intellect arc 
barred n^inst her by prejudice and passion , if she 
sometimes forces her naj by tlic battcncs of argu 
ment, she seldom long keeps possession of her con 
quests, but 13 ejected bj some fuiourcd cnemj, or at 
best obtains onlj a nominal soicrcignti, mthout in- 
fluence and mthont authonly 

riiat life IS short we arc all convinced, and jet 
suffer not that conviction to repress our projects or 
limit our expectations, tliat life is miserable we all 
feel, and jet we believe that the near when 

we shall feel It no longer But to liopc happiness 
and immortality is equally vain Our state maj in- 
deed be more or less embittered, as our duration may 
be more or less contracted, jet the utmost felicity 
nliich we can ever attain will be little better than 
alleviation of miseiy, and we shall alwajs feel more 
pain from our wants than pleasure from oui enjoj- 
ments The incident vihich I am going to iclate 
will show, that to destroj the effect of all our suc- 
cess, It IS not necessary tint any signal calamity should 
fall upon us, that we should be haiassed by impla 
cable persecution, oj excruciated bj irremediable pains 
the brighte«t hours of prospentj have their clouds, and 
L 2 the 
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llie <=;tiram of lilf', iT jt is not iiilllcil 1)} olj^Uuctjon^. 
mil gio\\ poind b} slagnation. 

]\I\ fallicj, icsohing iiol to unit ilc the ffdly of hr, 
ancestors, who Jjad hillK Ho IclL tlu \onng( r ‘-oir en- 
cumbianu's on the ddeq, ilc^incd me to r lueia- 
ti\e piofession; and I, bring cm eftil to loic no oppoi- 
tunity of , iinpiovcminlj xnis. at tlu3 usual tnnc Jii 
Mhich young men entci the woild, \ull fjualilicd foi 
the c\cicisc of the biisine-'S \%hich I luid ciioscn. 

!!Mv cagcincsS to dtstingui'^h nn-'Clt in pnblul . and 
ni} impatience oi the nanou scheme of hlc to uiiich 
iny indigence confined me, did not sufici me to con- 
tinue Ion" m the town wheic I was bom. I went 

O 

away as horn a place of confinement, with a i evolu- 
tion to ictmn no moic, till I sliould l)e able to dazzle 
with my splcndoui those who now looked upon me 
with contempt, to lewaid thoscwlio had paid honours 
to my dawning inent, and to show all wlio had suf- 
fered me to glide by them unknown and neglected, 
how much they mistook then interest in omitting to 
piopitiatc a genius like mine. 

Such wcie my intentions when I sallied forth into 
the unknown w 01 Id, in quest of lichcs and honoui-s, 
which I expected to piocurc in a \ciyshoit time, 
for what could withhold them fiom indusliy and 
knowledge^ He that indulges hope will always be dis- 
appointed Reputation I ver^’- soon obtained ; but as 
meiit IS much moie cheaply acknowledged than le- 
waidcd, I did not find myself yet enriched m piopoi- 
tion to my cclcbiily 

I had, howevcij in time, surmounted the obstacles 
■by whicli envy and competition obstiuct the hist at- 
tempts 
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tempts of 'i non chimint, nnd siu m\ opponents 
nnd censurers tncitlj confessing tlicii dcspaii of sue 
cess, b) courting m} fitendship nnd jiclding to inj 
influence The} nlio once puniuci! me, ncrc non 
satisfied to escape from me, nnd thc\ «Iio Ind be- 
fore tliouglit me prcsumptuotid in Jioping to o\cr- 
talvc them, liad non their utmost uish, if tli^) iicre 
permitted, at no gicat distance, quictl^t to follow 
me 

My n ants ncrc not madly multiplied ns my nc 
qubitions increased and the time cimt at length 
vhen I thougiit enabled to tr'itity nil reason 

able desires, nnd nhen, tlicicforc I re oUed to enjoy 
that plenty and serenity ulnch I Ind been hitherto 
labouring to piocurc, to enjoj them nlnic I nos yet 
neither crushed by age into mfirmitj, nor so habitu- 
ated to a pnrticul \i manner of life ns to be unqualified 
for nen studies or entertainments 

I now quitted inj profession nnd, to set myself nt 
once tree from all importunities to resume it, cliangcd 
my residence, nnd devoted the remaining part of my 
time to quiet and amusement Amidst innumerable 
projects of plcrsure, which lestUss idleness incited me 
to form, and of which most, when they came to tlie 
moment of execution, were rejected for others of no 
longer continuance, some accident icvivcd m my 
imagination the pleasing ideas of my native place It 
was non in my power to visit tJiosc from whom I had 
been so long absent, in such a manner as was con- 
sistent with my formci resolution, and I wondercil 
how It could happen tliat I had so long delated my 
own happiness r 

Tull 
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Full of the admiiation which I should excite, and 
the homage whicli I should leceivc, I dressed my 
servants in a moic ostentatious liveiy, purchased a 
ma«mificcnt chaiiot, and resolved to dazzle the in- 
habitants of the little toun with an unexpected blaze 
of gicatness. 

While the preparations that vanity lequiicd were 
made for my departure, which, as woikmcii will not 
easily be huiried beyond then oidinary rate, I thought 
V Cl y tedious, I solaced my impatience with imaging 
the various censures that m3* appeal ance would pio- 
ducc , the hopes which some would feel fiom my 
bounty, the ten our which my power would strike 
on others ; the aw kw'ard respect with wLich I should 
Le accosted by timorous officiousness , and the distant 
reverence w ith which otheis, less familiar to splen- 
doui and dignit}^ would be contented to gaze upon 
me I dehbeiated a long time, whetlier I should im- 
mediately descend to a level with my former acquaint- 
ances, 01 make my condescension more gratclul byr 
a gentle transition from haughtiness and reserve. At 
length I determined to foiget some of my compa- 
nions, till they discovered themselves by some indu- 
bitable token, and to leceive the congiatulations of 
others upon my good fortune with indifference, to 
show that I always expected what I had now ob- 
tained. The acclamations of the populace I pur- 
posed to rewaid with six hogsheads of ale, and a 1 oust- 
ed ox, and then recommend to them to return to 
their woi k. 

At last all the tiappings of giandeur weie fitted, 
j»nd I began the journey of triumph, which I could 

hnvp 
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In\c uishcd to In\c ciidetl in tlie same moment, but 
nn liorses felt none of tlicir masters ardour, and I 
^\'is shaken four dajs upon ni"gcd rbids I then 
cntcied the ton n, and, lunng gi iciousU let fill the 
glasses, that tny person nii"ht be «CLn, pas cd slonly 
through tlic «trcct Hie of tJic wheels brought 
the inhabitants to tlicir doors but I could not per 
ccivc that I was known by tlicm At last I alighted, 
and my name, I suppose, was told bj in} servant*: 
for the barber stept from the oppo>>itc house, and 
seized me b} the hand with honest jO} in Ins counte- 
nance, whicli, according to the rule that I Imd pre 
scribed to m\'5clf, I repressed w ith a fry d gratious 
nc's The fellow, instead of sinking into dejection 
turned away witli contempt, and left me to consider 
how tic second salutation should be received I bo 
nc\t friend was better treated, for I soon found that I 
mu-jt purchase by civility that regard which I had 
expected to cniorcc by insolence 

There was }Ct no smoke of bonfires, no harmony 
of bells, no shout of crowds, nor not of jo} , the 
business of the day went forward as before, and, 
after having ordered a splendid supper, which no man 
came to partake, and which my chagrin hinllcrcd me 
from tasting I went to bed, where the vexation of 
disappointment ovcrpowcicd the fatigue of m} journey, 
and kept me from sleep 

I rose so much iiumblcd bj those morti/Tcations, as 
to inquire after the present state of tlic town, and 
found that I had been absent too long to obtain the 
triumph which Iiad flittered my expectation Of 
the fi lends whooc compliments 1 expected, some had 
long ago moved to distant provinces, some had lost 
14 


in 



152 THE RAMBLER. N” 165. 

in the maladies of age all sense of anothei's prosperity, 
and some had forgotten our former intimacy amidst 
caie and distresses Of three v/hom I had lesolved 
to punish for their foimer offences by a longer continu- 
ance of neglect, one ^^as, by his own mdustiy, raised 
above myscoin, and two weie shelteied from it in 
the giave All those whom I loved, feaied, or hated, 
dll whobC envy 01 v*hose kindness I had hopes of con- 
templating with pleasure, were swept away, and their 
place was filled b}^ a new geneiation with other views 
and other competitions , and, among many proofs of 
the impotence of wealth, I found that it conferred 
upon me very few distinctions in my native place. 

I am, SIR, &c. 

Serotinus. 


N*i66 
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Numb ICG Satukdai, October 19, I75T 


Pauper erts temper st pauper es JEmiUane, 

Dantur opes nulhs nunc ttttt dittltlut ^Iaht 

Once poor my foend suU poor joii must remain 

The rich 'ilone ha' e all the means of £am. Low Cave 

O complaint has been more frequently repeated 
in all ages than that of the neglect of merit as 
sociated with poverty, and the difiiculty VMtlMvIndi 
valuable or pleasing qualities force themselves into 
view, when they are obscured by indigence It has 
been long observed tliat native beauty has little 
powei to cinrm without the ornaments which fortune 
bestows, and that to want the favour of others is often 
sufficient to hinder us from obtaining it 

Every day discovers that mankind arc not yet 
convinced of their errour, or that their conviction is 
without power to influence their conduct, for po 
\crty still continues to produce contempt, and still 
obstructs the claims of kindicd indot virtue Hie 
eye of wealth is elevated towards higher stations, 
and seldom descends to examine the ictions of those 
who are placed below the level of its notice, and 
who in distant regions and lower situations arcstiug- 
gling with distiess, or toiling for bread Among 
the multitudes overwhelmed with msupciable cala 
Biity, it is common to iind those w horn a very little 

assist 
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assistance Mould enable to support themselves Mith 
decency, and who yet cannot obtain from near rela- 
tions, what they see hourly lavished in ostentation, 
luxury, 01 fiohck 

Theie aie natural reasons why poveity does not 
easily conciliate affection lie that has been con- 
fined from his infancy to the conversation of the 
lowest classes of mankind, must necessarily "vvant 
tliose accomplishments ivhich are the usual means of 
attracting favour, and though tuith, foititude, and 
piobity, give an indisputable right to leverence and 
kindness, they will not be distinguished by common 
eyes, unless they aie biightened by elegance of man- 
nei s, but are cast aside like unpolished gems, of which 
none but the aitist knoivs the intrmsick value, till then 
asperities are smoothed and then inciustations rubbed 
awav. 

V' 

The grossness of vulgar habits obstiucts the effi- 
cacy ol viitue, as impuiity and haishness of style im- 
paii the foice of icason, and rugged numbeis turn 
off the mind from ait! fice of disposition, and feitihty 
of invention Few have sticngth of reason to ovei- 
rule the pei ceptions of sense , and yet few ci have 
cuiiosity or benevolence to struggle long against the 
iiist impression, he theiefore who fails to please in 
his salutation and address, is at once rejected, and 
never obtains an opportunity of showing his latent 
excellencies, 01 essential qualities 

It IS, indeed, not easy to piesciibe a successful man- 
ner of appioach to the distiessed or necessitous, whose 
condition subjects evciy kind of behavioui equally to 
miscainage. He whose confidence of meiit incites 
him to meet, without any appaient sense of mfeiioiity, 

\ the 
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the cjes of those mIio fiattcicd themselves with their 
own dignit) is considered us an insolent leveller, 
impatient of the just prerogatives of rank and wealtli, 
eager to usurp the station to which he Ins no right, 
and to confound the subordinations of society , and 
who would contnbute to the exaltation of that spint 
which even want and calamity arc not able to restrain 
from rudeness and rebellion 

But no better success will commonly be found to 
attend servility and dejection, winch often give pride 
the confidence to treat tliein with contempt. A re- 
quest made with diffidence and timidity is easily 
denied, because the petitioner himself seems to doubt 
its fitness 

Kmdncas is generally reciprocal, wo arc desirous 
of pleasing others, because we receive pleasure from 
them but by wbat means can tlic man please, wliose 
attention is engrossed by his distresses, and who lias 
no leisure to be ofiicious, whose will is restrained by 
his necessities, and who has no power to confer 
benefits, whose temper is perhaps Minted by mistr>, 
and whose understanding is impeded by ignorance^ 

It IS yet a moic oficnbivc discouragement, tint the 
.^ame actions performed by diflcrcnt hands produce 
different effects, and, instead of rating the man by his 
performances, we rate too frequently the performance 
by the man It sometimes happens m the combi 
nations of life, that important services are performed 
by inferiours, but though their zeal and activity may 
be paid by pecuniary rewards, they seldom excite 
that flow of gratitude, or obtain that accumulation 
of recompense, with which all think it their duty 
to acknowledge llie favoui of those who descend 

to 



to their assistance fiom a highci elevation To be 
obliged, IS to be in <=oinG icapcct infeiioui to <in- 
othci , and few willingly indulge the mciiioiy of an 
action which laises one whom thc^ have always been 
accustomed to think below them, lutsatislv themselves 
with faint piaisc and penuiious pavnicnt, and then 
diive It fiom then own minds, and endcavoui to con- 
ceal it fiorn the knowledge of otlieis 

It may be always objected to the sci v icc^ of those 
who can be supposed to w.int a icwaid, that the} 
were produced not by kindness but inlcicst, the} aic 
therefore, when they arc no longci wanted, easily 
disre^aided as ails of insinuation, oi stiatacjcms of 
selfishness. Benefits which aic icceivcd as gifts fiom 
wealth, aic exacted as debts fi om indigence; and he 
that m a high station is celcbiated foi superfluous 
goodness, w'ould m a meaner condition have baiely 
been confessed to have done his duty 

It IS scaicely possible for tlic utmost benevolence 
to oblige, when excited under tlic disadvantages of 
g'cat inferiority, for, by the habitual aiiogancc of 
wealth, such expectations aic commonl} foimed as 
no zeal oi industiy can satisfy; and what legard can 
he hope, who has done less than was demanded fiom 
him ^ 

There are indeed kindnesses confericd which were 
nevei pui chased by precedent favours, and there is 
an aficction not aiisino; fiom "latitude or moss in- 
tcre-it, by wfliich similar natuies are atti acted to each 
other, without piospcct of any other advantage than 
the pleasuie of exchanging '^initiments, and the hope 
oi confiimmg then esteem of themselves by the ap- 
probation of each otlier But this spontaneous fond- 
5 ness 
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nebS seldom uses the sight of poverty, ■vUiich erery 
one regaids ^utli Inbitun! contempt, and of which the 
applause is no more com ted by ^anil^, than the coun- 
tenance IS solicited by ambition The most generous 
and disinterested friendship must be resolved at last 
into the love of ourselves, he therefore whose reputa- 
tation or di^nit} inclines ns to considci Ins esteem as a 
tcbtimonnl of de«:ert, will always find oui hcaits open 
to his endearments Me ever} diy ce men of emi- 
nence followed witli all the obsequiousness of depend- 
nnee, and courted with all tlic blandishments of flattery, 
by tho^e who want nothing from them hut professions 
ot regaid, and who think tlicmsclvcs liberally rewarded 
hy a bow, a «mile, or an embnee 

But those prejudices which cvciy mind feels more or 
less in fiv our of riches, ought, like other opinions, w Inch 
onlj custom and example liavc impressed upon us, to 
be in time subjected to reason Wc must learn how 
to separate tlie real chancier from extraneous ad 
liesions and casual circumstances, to consider closely 
him whom we arc about to adopt or to reject to re 
gard his inclinations as well as his actions, to trace out 
those virtues winch he torpid in the heart for want of 
opportunity, and those vices that lurk unseen by the 
absence of temptation, tlntwhcn wc tind worth faintly 
‘ihooting in the shades of obscurit), we may let in light 
and sunshine upon it, and ripen barren volition into 
efficacy and power 
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Numb. 167 . 'Tuesday, October 9.0. , 1751. 


Candida pc) prluo icsidc concmdta Iccfo, 

Tainqvc pan sniipcr 'sit Vc)iv% a:qitajvgo. 

JDihgat ip%a <:cnc)n quondam, sed cl )p<!n vianto 

Tim qtioquc cum fuel it, non ndiatur anus IVIart. 

Their nuptial bed raaj snnliiig concoid dress. 

And Venus still the happy union bless ' 

Wrinkled with age, may mutual lo\c and truth 
To their dim eyes recall the bloom of } outh. T . Lzu is. 


To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

* 

JT is not common to envy those ^^ith ^^llom ne can- 
not easily be placed m compaiison. Every man 
sees without maletolcnce the piogicss of another in 
the tracts of life, tthich he has himself no desiie to 
tread, and heai s, a\ ithout inclination to ca\ ils or con- 
tradiction, tlie renott n of those tvliose distance n ill not 
suffer them to dia^v the attention of mankind fiom his 
ouTi merit. The sailor never thinks it necessary to 
contest the lawyei s abilities; nor would the Rambler , 
howevei jealous of liis leputation, be much disturbed 
by tlie success of rival w its at Jigra oi hpahan 
M'e do not theiefoie asciibc to you any superlative 
degiee of viitue, when we believe Oiat w'e may infoim 
you of our change of condition without dangei of ma- 
lignant 
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lignant fascination , and that when jou read of tlie 
itiannge of )Our conespondents llymcncEits and Iran 
qmlla-, jou ^mII join jour wishes to those of then other 
fiiends for the happy e\ent of an union in wIiilIi ca« 
price and selfishness had so little pait 

Theie is at least this reason why we should be less 
deceived in our connubial hopes tlnn many who enter 
into the same stite, tint we have allowed our minds to 
form no unreaaonable expectations, nor vitiated oui 
fancies, in the soft hours of courtship with visions of 
felicity which human power cannot bestow, or of per- 
fection w hich human v irtue cannot attain T hat impar- 
tiality with which we endeavour to inspect the manners 
of all whom we have known was never so much ova- 
powered by our passion, but that we discovered some 
faults and weaknesses in each other, and joined our 
hands in conviction, that as there are advantages to be 
enjojed m marriage, there nre inconvemencies likewnse 
to be endured, and that, together with confederate in- 
tellects and 'lUNihar virtues, we must hnd different 
opinions and opposite inclinations 

We however flatter ourselves, for who is not fiatterod 
bj himself as well as by others on the day of mar- 
nage^ that we arc cmincntlj qualified to give mutual 
pleasure Our birth is witliout any such remarkable 
disparity as can give either an opportunity of insulting 
the other with pompous names and splendid alliances, 
or of calling in, upon my domestick controversy, tlie 
overbeanng assistance of powerful relations Our 
fortune was equally suitable, so tliat we meet without 
any of tliose obligations, which always produce re- 
proach or suspicion of repioach, which, though they 

may 
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may be forgotten m the gaj^eties of the fiist month, no 
delicacy will abvays suppiess, or of iihich the suppics- 
sion must lie consicleicd as a new favour, to be lepaid 
by tameness and submission, till giatitudc tabes the 
place of love, and the dcsi.c of pleasing degcneiatcs by 
dcgices into the fcai of offending 

The settlements caused no delay, for ne did not 
tiust oui affaiis to the negotiation of v.i etches, nho 
nould have paid their conit b} miiltipl}ing stipulations. 
Tranqiulla scorned to detain any part ot her fortune 
fiom him into nhose hands she dclivcicd up her per- 
son , and thought no act of baseness more 

riiminal tlian his nho enslaves Ins nifc by hci own 
genciosit}', n ho by mai lying without a ]ointuic, con- 
demns her to all the dangers of accident and ca{)rice, 
and at last boasts his hbeiahty, b} gi anting nhat only 
the mdiscietion of hei Kindness enabled him to with- 
hold He theiefoie leceived on the common terms 
the poition which any other woman might have bi ought 
him, and icseived all the exubeiance of acknowledg- 
ment for those excellencies which he has yet been 
able to discover only in Tranquilla 

We did not pass the wrecks of courtship like those 
w'ho consider themselves as taking the last draught 
of pleasure, and lesolve not to quit tlie bowl with- 
out a surfeit, or w'ho know themselves about to 
set happiness to hazaid, and' endeavour to lose their 
sense of danger in the ebriely of perpetual amuse- 
ment, and w'hni round the gulph before they sink. 
HymencEus often repeated a medical axiom, that the 
mccours of siclness ought not to he toasted m health. 
AVe know that however our eyes may yet sparkle, 

and 
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nnd our hearts bound at the picscncc of each other, 
the time of hstlesncss nnd satiety, of peevishness and 
discontent, must coint at last in vi Inch v\e shall be 
<lmcn for relief to shows and recreations , that tlie 
unilormity of hfc must be sometimes diversified, and 
the vacuities of couvcrsalion somctmics supplied 
AVe rejoice m the reflection tint we have stores of 
novelty jet uncxlnustcd which miy be opened when 
icplction «;lnll call for change, and gratilications jet 
unta‘:tcd, by winch life, when it shall become vapid 
or bitter, may be restored to its former sweetness nnd 
spnghtlinc«s, nnd igain initatc the appetite, and again 
sparkle m the cup 

Our tune will probably be less tasteless tlian that 
of tlioscwliom the authority nnd avarice of parents 
unite almost without tlicir consent in their cnrl) 
^enrs, before they have accumulated any fund of re 
flection, or collected innlcrials for mutual cnlcrtnm- 
ment Sudi we have often seen rising in the morn 
mg to cards, and retiring m the afternoon to doze, 
whose Inppincss was ccicbintcd by their neighbours, 
because they happened to grow nch by pnrsmioiiy, 
and to be kept quiet by mscnsibiht), and agreed to 
cat and to sleep together 

We have both mingled wuU the world and are 
Uierefore no strangers to liie faults and vntucs, 
the designs and competitions the hopes and fears 

our cotcinporancs Me have both amused our 

leisure with books, and can theicfore lecount tlie 
events of former limes, or cite the dictates of an 
cicnt wisdom Every occurrence lurnishcs us with 
some hint which one or the other can improve, 
and if It should happen that memory or jiiia<Tina 
VoL. VI SI 
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tion fail usj wc can retiie to no idle or unimproving 
solitude. 

Though our chaiacters, beheld at a distance, ex- 
hibit this general resemblance, yet, a nearer inspec- 
tion discoveis such a dissimilitude of our habitudes 
and sentiments, as leaves each some peculiar advan- 
tages, and affoids that comoidia (hscors, that suitable 
disagieement which is always necessaiy to intellectual 
haimony There may be a total diversity of ideas 
which admits no participation of the same delight, 
and theie may liken ise be such a confoimity of no- 
tions as leaves neithei any thing to add to the deci- 
sions of the other. With such central icty thei c can 
be no peace, with such similaiity theie can be no 
pleasure Our reasonings, though often formed upon 
different vicn s, tei mm ate generally in the same con- 
clusion Oui thoughts, like inmlets issuing from 
distant spnngs, aie each impregnated in its course 
with vaiious mixtuics, and tinged by infusions un- 
know n to the other, yet, at last, easily unite into one 
stream, and purify themselves by the gentle effer- 
vescence of contraiy qualities 

These benefits we leceive in a gi eater degree as w'e 

converse without reser\e, because we have nothing to 
! . ® 
conceal We have no debts to be paid by impercep- 
tible deductions from avowed expenses, no habits to 
be indulged by the pi ivate subsei viency of a favoured 
servant, no private interview's witli needy lelations, 
no intelligence w'lth spies placed upon each other. 
We considered marriage as the most solemn league of 
perpetual fiiendship, a state from w'hich artifice and 
concealment are to be banished for ever, and in which 
every act of dissnnulation is a bieach of faith, 

Thf 
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The impetuous vnacitj of 30UII1, and that ardour 
of desire, nhich tlie first sight of pleasure naturally 
produces, liaie long ceased to hurry us into irregu 
lanty and veliemence, and cvpencnce has shown us 
that few gratifications are too valuable to be sacrificed 
to complaisance We hare thought it convenient to 
rest from the fatigue of pleasure and now only con- 
tinue that course of life into which we had before 
entered, confirmed m our choice by mutual approba- 
tion, supported in our resolution by mutual encou- 
ragement, and assisted in our efibrts by mutual ex- 
hortation 

Such, Mr Rambler, is our prospect oflife, a pro- 
spect which, as It IS beheld with more attention, seems 
to open more extensne happiness, and spreads, by 
degrees, into the boundless regions of ctcrnitj But 
if all our pnideiico has been tain, and we aic doomed 
to give one instance more of the uncortiintj of human 
discemmeut, wo shall comfort oursehes amidst our 
disappointments, that we were not betrajed but by 
sucli delusions as caution could not escape, since 
we sought happiness only in the arms of virtue We 
arc, 

SIR, 

Your humble Sen ants, 

HI MENiEUS, 
TRA^QUILL'\ 
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Dcapit 

frons prma multos, rara mens intelUgit 

Quod, intcrtorc condidtt cura angulo. PhatdHVS. 

Thp tinsel glitter, and the specious mien, 

Delude the most, fcv. pry behind the scene. 

T T has been observed by Boileau, that “ a mean 
“ or common thought expressed m pompous dic- 
“ tion, geneially pleases inoie than a nen or noble 
“ sentiment delivered m low and vulgar language ; 
“ because the number is greater of those u horn cus- 
“ tom has enabled to judge of "sNords, than whom 
study has qualified to examine things.” 

This solution might satisfy, if such only nere ofr 
fended vith meanness of expression as aie unable to 
distinguish propiiety of thought, and to sepaiate pro- 
positions 01 images fi oin the vehicles by m Inch tlicy 
arc conveyed to the undei standing. But this kind 
of disgust IS by no means confined to the ignorant or 
superficial , it operates unifoimly and unhersally upon 
leadeis of all classes, evcrjMiian, however profound 
or abstracted, peiccives himself iiresistibly alienated 
by low terms , tliey who profess the most zealous 
adherence to truth are foiced to admit that she ones* 
pait of her chaims to hei ornaments ; and loses much 
of her poner over the soul, nhen she appeals dis- 
graced by a diess uncouth or ill adjusted. 

We are all offended by low terms, but are not dis- 
gusted alilce by the same compositions, because we do 

not 
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not all agree to censure the same terms os low No 
^vord IS naturally or intnnsicalH meaner than another, 
our opinion therefore of words, os of other things ar- 
bitrarily anJ capiiciously established, depends wholly 
upon accident and wstom_ Ihe cottager thinks 
tliose apartments splendid and spacious, which an 
inhabitant ol palaces will despite for their inelegance, 
and to him who 1 as passed most of his hours with the 
delicate and polite, manj expressions will seem sor- 
did, which another, equally acute may hear without 
offence, but a mean tcnii nc\cr fails to displease him 
to whom it appears mean, as poverty is certainly 
and iiwanably despised, though be wlio is poor m 
tlio eyes of some, ma}, by ollicrs, be envied for his 
wealth 

M ords become low by the occasions to whiclMhcy 
arc ap plied, or tlic general character of them who use 
them , ancl the disgust which they produce, arises 
from the revival of tlio«e images with which tlicy are 
commonly united i hus if, m the most solemn dis- 
course, a phrase hap{)cns to occur which lias been 
successfully employed iii some ludicrous narratne, 
the gra\C5t auditoi finds it diilicult to refrain fromi 
InUjjhtcr, wlicn tlity wl o arc not prepossessed by the 
same accidental association, arc utteily unable to guess 
the reason of his nicniincnt Words which convey 
ideas ot dignity in one age, me banished from elegant 
vMiting or conversation in anothi r, bccau«c tliey are in 
time debased by vulgir mouths and can be no longer 
heaid wjtliout tlic mvoluntaiy recollection of unpleas 
ing images 

"When Macbeth is confirming himself m the Iior- 
rid pm pose of stabbing ins ii(ig> he breaks out 
3 amidstw 
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amidst his emotions into a wish natural to a mur- 
derer : Vt 

Come, thick night • 

And pall thee m the dunnest smoke of hell, 

That my keen knife see not tht wound it makes ; 

Nor heav’n peep through the blanket of the dark. 

To cry, Hold' hold' 

\ 

In tins passage is exerted all the force of poetry, that 
force which calls new powers into being, which em- 
bodies sentiment, and animates matter, yet, pel haps, 
scarce any man now peruses it without some disturb- 
ance of hib attention from the countei action of the 
words to the ideas What can be more dreadful than 
to implore the presence' of night, invested, not in 
common obscurity, but in the smoke of help Yet 
the efficacy of this invocation is destroyed by the 
insertion of an epithet now seldom heard but m the 
* stable, and dun night may come or go without any 
other notice than contempt. 

If we start into raptures when some hero of the 
Iliad tells us that ^opu (j-umrai, his lance rages with 
eagerness to destroy ; if w'e are alarmed at the terrour 
of the soldiers commanded by CcEmr to hew down the 
sacred grove, who dreaded, says Lucan^ lest the axe 
aimed at the oak should fly back upon the striker . 

St 1 obora saa ajenrent, 

In sua Cl edebant reditui as membra secures, 

None dares with impious steel the grove to rend, 

Lest on himself the destin’d stroke descend , 

we cannot surely but sympathise with the horrours of 
a wietch about to niuider Ins master, his friend, his 
benefactor, who suspects tjiat the weapon will refuse 

its 
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Jts office, and start back from the breast ^\hlch he is 
prepaimg-to-violate Yet this sentiment is weakened 
by the name of an ins tru ment used by butchers and 
cooks m the meanest employments ^^edono♦lm 
mediately conceive tli it any crime of importance is to 
be committed vvitli a hnft^ or who docs not, at last, 
from tlic long hnbit of connecting n knife witli sordid 
offices, feel aversion rather tlian tciTour? 

Maiheth proceeds to viish, in the madness of guil^ 
that the inspection of heaven may be intercepted, and 
that he may, in the involutions of ni fcmal^darkness, 
escape the eye of Providence Phis is the utmost ex** 
travagance of determined wickedness, yet this is so 
debased by tw 0 unfortunate vv ords, that vv hilc I endca 
vour to impress on my reader tlic energy of the scnti 
ment, I cart scarce check my risibility, when tlic ex 
pression forces Itself upon my mind , for who, without 
some relaxation of his gravity, can hear of the av engers 
of guilt peeping through a blanket ^ 

These imperfections of diction arc less obvious to 
the reader, as he is less acquiintcd witli common 
usages they arc therefore wholly imperceptible to a 
foreigner, v^ho learns our language from books, and 
will strike a solitary acadcinick less forcibly than a 
modish lady 

Among the numerous requisites that most concur to 
complete an autiior, few aic of more importmcc than 
an early entrance into tlie living world Ihe seeds 
of knowledge may be planted in solitude, but must be 
cultivated in pubhek Argumentation may be taught 
jn colleges, and theories formed m retirement, but 
the artifice of embellishment, and the powers of at 
traction, can be gained only by general converse 
M 4 
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An acquaintance uith prevailing customs and fa- 
sliionablc elegance is nccessaiy llKe^Mse for otlici pur- 
poses The injiiiy that giaiicl imagciy siifiers from 
unsuitable language, personal meiit may fear from 
rudeness and indelicacy When the success of Ainvm 
depended on the fa\oiir of the queen upon whose 
coasts he was diiven, his celestial protectress thought 
him not sulhciently seemed against rejection by his 
piety or bravery, but dccoiatcd him for the inlei\iew’ 
w’lth pretei natui al beauty Whoevci desiies, foi his 
wTitmgs or himself, what none can rcasonabl} con- 
temn, the favour of mankind, must add grace to 
strength, and make his thoughts agiceable as well as 
usefuk Many complain of ncglettwho ne\ei tncd 
to attiact rcgaid It cannot be expected that tlie 
pations 01 Svience or\iituc should be solicitous to dis- 
cover excellencies, which they who possess them shade 
and disguise Few' have abilities so much needed by 
the rest of the w'oi Id as to he caressed on then own 
teuns, md he that will not condescc nd to iccommend 
himself byextcinal cmbelh''hm' nts, must submit to 
the fate of ]i^t sentiment meanly' expressed, and be 
lidiculed and foi gotten before he is understood. 
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Kec pluleutn cadil tire dmonot sapit ungves Pirsicb. 

No blood from bitten natl« those poem drew 

But chum d like spittle irom the Itps they Hetr 

Dji\den 

T^ATURVL liistoriins assert, that tthatc\cr js 
formed for long duntton arrives slowly to its 
maturity Ihus tlic firmest limber is of tardy growth, 
and animals generally exceed each other in longevity, 
in proportion to the time between their conception 
and their birth 

llic same observation may be extended to the olT- 
spnng of the mind Hasty compositions, however 
they please at first by flowery luxuriance, and spread 
in the sunshine of temporary favour, con seldom 
endure the change of seasons, but pcrisli at the first 
blast of criticism, or frost of neglect AVlien Apelles 
was reproached witli the paucity of his productions, 
and the incessant ittcntioii wit!) which he retouched 
his pieces, he condc'sccndcd to make no other answer 
than that he painted Joi peipUmty 

Jso vanity can more justly incur contempt aiiw m- 
dij^naiion than tliat wlmli boa'^ts of negligence and 
liurry For who can bear witii patience the w liter 
who claims such 'jupenonty to the icst of his species, 
as to imagine that mankind aic at Ici ure tor atteiv 
pon to his extemporary sallies, and that posterity will 

rcpo'^ite 
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feposite his casual effusions among the treasures of 
imcient wisdom^ 

Men have sometimes appealed of such tianscend- 
ent abilities, that their slightest and most ciirsoiy per- 
formances excel all that laboui and study can enable 
meaner intellects to compose; as there are regions 
of which the spontaneous pioducts cannot be equal- 
lied in other soils by care and culture But it is no 
less dangerous for any man to place himself in this 
rank of understanding, and fancy that he is born to 
be illustrious ithout labour, than to omit the cares 
of husbandly, and expect from his ground the blos- 
soms of Arabia, * 

The greatest pait of those who congratulate them- 
selves upon their intellectual dignity, and usurp tlie 
privileges of genius, are men whom only themselves 
would ever have marked out as enriched by uncom- 
mon liberalities of nature, or entitled to veneration 
and immoitality on easy terms. This ardour of 
confidence is usually found among tliose who, having 
not enlarged their notions by books or conversation, 
are persuaded, by the paitiahty whiGh ne all feel in 
our own favour, that tliey have reached the summit 
of excellence, because they discovei none higher than 
themselves; and who acquiesce m the fiist thoughts 
that occur, because tlieir scantiness of knowledge 
allows them little choice, and the narrowmess of their 
view's affords them no glimpse of perfection, of that 
sublime idea which human industry has fiom the 
first ages been vainly toiling to appioach They 
see a little, and believe that there is nothing beyond 
their sphere of vision, as the Patuecos of Spam, who 
. ^ inhabited 
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inhabited a small \ alley, conccncd the surrounding 
mountains to be the boundaries of the uorld In 
proportion as perfection is more distinctly conceived, 
the pleasure of contemplating our own performances 
vnll be lessened, it may Uicrcfore be observed, tliat 
they who most deserve praise are oltcn afraid to de- 
cide in favour of their own pcilbrni'inces , tlicj Know 
how much is still wanting to their completion, and 
wait with anxiety and tcrroui tlic dctcrmiintion of 
the pubhek I please evert/ one else, says Tully, bul 
never sau^t/ myself 

It has often been mquired, whv, notwitlistanding 
the advances of later ages in science, and tlic assist- 
ance which the infusion of so nnn> new ideas has 
given us, we fall below tlic ancients m tlic art of com- 
position Some part of their supenonty may be 
justly asenbed to tlic graces of tbeir language, from 
which the most polished of the present hxttoptan 
tongues are nothing more than barbarous degenera 
tions Some advantage they might gain merely by 
pnontj, which put them in possession of tlie most 
natural sentiments, and left us nothing but servile 
repetition or forced conceits But the greater part 
of their praise seems to have been the just reward 
of modesty and labour llicir sense of human weak- 
ness confined them commonly to one study, which 
their knowledge of the extent of every science engaged 
them to prosecute with indefatigable diligence 

Among the writers of antiquity I remember none 
except Statius who ventures to mention the speedy 
production of his wTitings, cither as an extenuation 
of his faults, or a proof of his facility Nor did 
SfatiuSf when he considered himself as a candidate 

for 
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for lasting reputation, think a closer attention un- 
necessaiy, but amidst all his piide and indigence, the 
two great hasteners of modern poems, employed tA\elvc 
years upon the Thcbaid^ and thinks his claim to re- 
nown proportionate to his labour. 


Thehais, tiutlla cruciafa lima, 

Tcntat, avdaci Jldc, Manluaucc 
Gaudia famcc. 

Polibh’d endless toil, my kys 
At length aspire to Mantuan pra’sc 

Ovid indeed apologizes in his banishment for the 
imperfection of his letters, but mentions his m ant of 
leisure to polish them as an addition to his calamities; 
and It as so far from imainnin" icvisals and corrections 

O O 

unnecessary, that at his depaituie fiom RomCj he 
threu his Metamorphoses into the fire, lest he should 
be disgiaccd by a book uhieh he could not hope to 
finijsh 

It seems not often to have happened that the same 

1 iter aspii ed to reputation in verse and prose , and 
ot those few that attempted such diversity of e\cel- 
lence, I know not that even one succeeded Con- 
trary characteis they never imagined a single mind 
able to suppoit, and therefore no man is recoided 
to have undertaken more than one kind of diumatick 
poetry. 

"WHiat they had written, they did not ventuie in 
their first fondness to thrust into the woild, but, con- 
sideiing the impropriety of sending forth inconside- 
rately tliat vhich cannot be recalled, deferied the 
publication, if not nine years, according to the di- 
rection of Horace, yet till their fancy was cooled 
6 after 
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nftcr tlie npturcs of imention, and the glare of noiclty 
ind ceased to dazzle the judgment 

rherc acre m those dajs no neekly or diurnal 
aintcrs, muUa dies, <5 multalitura, much tune, and 
man) rasures, nere considered as indispensable re- 
quisites, and that no other method of attaining lasting 
praise has been yet discoicrcd, may be conjectured 
from the blotted inanu ciipts of SrUtou non remain- 
ing and from the tardy emission of PoJils compo- 
sitions, delayed more than once till the incidents to 
■nhich they alluded nerc forgotten, till Ins enemies 
nere secure from Ins satire, and nhat to an honest 
mind must be more painful, bis fnciids nerc deal to 
Ills encomiums 

To him, nhose eagerness of praise liurncs Ins pro 
ductioiis soon into tlie light, many inipcrlcctions are 
unavoidable, even where the mind furnishes the mate 
rials, ns nell as regulates their disposition, and nothing 
depends upon searth or information Delay opens 
new veins of thought, tlie subject dismissed for a time 
appears with a nen tram ot dependant images, the 
accidents of reading or conversation seppR non oma 
inents or allusions, or mere intermission of the fitigue 
of thinking enables the mind to collect neir force, and 
make nen excursions But all tho c bcnctits come too 
late for him, who, when he 1113 iveaiy nitli hhour 
snatched at the recompense, and gave Ins noik to Ins 
fiaends and his enemies, as soon as impatience and 
pride persuaded him to conclude it 

One of the most pernicious effects of haste, is 
obscunty He that teems vvitli a quick succession of 
ideas, and perceives lion one sentiment produces 

another, 
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another, easily believes that he can clearly express 
what he so strongly comprehends ; he seldom susjiects 
his thoughts of embarrassment, mIiiIc he preserver in 
Ills own memory the senes of connexion, or liis 
diction of ambiguity, m bile only one sense is present 
to his mind Yet if he has been employed on an 
abstruse, or complicated argument, he ^^ill find, Mhen 
he has awhile withdiawn his mind, and returns as a 
new leadei to liis woik, that he has only a conjectural 
glimpse of his own meaning, and that to explain it to 
those whom hedesiies to instiuct, he must open his 
sentiments, disentangle lus method, and alter liis ar- 
rangement 

Authois and lovers always suffer some infatuation, 
from which only absence can set them fiee; and every 
man ought to lestoie himself to the full exercise of his 
judgment, before he does that w’hich ho cannot do 
impiopeily, without injuring his honour and his quiet. 
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Con/!fnr tt quid prodttt dthctafalert Oi ID 

I grant the charge forgive the fault confc dd 

To the RAMBLER ' 

SIR 

T AM one of tliose beings from nbom manj, that 
melt at the sight of all otlier misery, tlunk it me- 
ntonous to nitliliold relief, one xvliom the rigour of 
virtuous indignation dooms to suffer uitbout complaint, 
and perish without regard, and whom I m^srlf ha\c 
fonnerly insulted 111 the pndc of reputation and sccu 
nty of innocence 

I am of a good family, but in) fitlicr was bur- 
thened with more children than he could decently 
jiupport A wcnlUiy relation, as he travelled from 
Lojidon to his country scat condescending to nnke 
bim a MSit, was touclicd witli compassion of liis 
narrow fortune, and resolved to case him of part of 
Ins charge, b) taking the care of a child upon biin 
■«elf Distress on one side, and ambition on the othci, 
were too powerful for parental fondness, and the httlc 
family passed in review before him, that lie might 
make his choice I was then ten }e<ns ok), and, 
without knowing for what purpose, I was called lo m> 
^reat cousin, endeavoured to recommend myself by 
mv best courtes), sung liim m) prettiest song told the 
last story that I had read, and so mucii endeared 
t mvseU 
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myself by my innocence, that he dcdaicd his leso- 
lution to adopt me, and to educate me with his own 
daughtci s. 

My parents felt the common struggles at flic 
thought of paiting, and some mtural tean they 
dropp'd^ hit wip'd them soon They considered, not 
without that false estimation of the value of wealth, 
which poverty long continued ala ays produces, tliat 
I ivas laised to higher lank than they could give me, 
and to hopes of more ample foitune than they could 
bequeath. My mother sold some of her ornaments 
to dress me in such a manner as might secure me 
from contempt at my first aiihal; and ivhcn she dis- 
missed me, pressed me to her bosom with an embrace 
that I still feel, gave me some precepts of piety, 
w'hich, however neglected, I have not forgotten, and 
utteied piayeis for my final happiness, of w'hich I 
have not yet ceased to hope that they will at last be 
granted 

My sisters envied my new finery, and seemed not 
mucii tQ regict our separation, my father conducted 
me to the stage-coach with a kind of cheeiful tender- 
ness; and in a veiy shoit time, I w'ds tiansported to 
splendid apartments, and a luxuiious tabic, and giew 
familiar to show, noise, and gayety 

In three yeais my mother died, having implored 
a blessing on her family with her last breath. I had 
little oppoitunity to indulge a sorrow which there 
was none to paitake with me, and therefore soon 
ceased to reflect much upon my loss. My father 
turned all his care upon his other children, w'holn 
-some foitimate adventures and unexpected legacies 
enabled him, when he died four yeais after my 

mothet^ 
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mother, to lea\e m a condition above their expec- 
tations 

I ‘should Ime ^liarcd tlie incrc'isc of his fortune, 
and had once a portion assigned me in his a ill, but 
my cousin assuring liim tliat all care for me v,'\s need- 
less, «incc he had rcsoBed to place me happilv in tjic 
norld, directed him to dmde my part amongst my 
sisters 

Thus I aoa lliroam upon dcpcndance \wtIiout re 
source Being now at an age in which young women 
nre initiated into company, I was no longer to be 
supported in former character, but at considerable 
expense «o tint part!} lest I sliould waste monev^ 
and partly lest ni} appearance might draw too many 
compliments and assiduities, I was in'cnsibl} degnd- 
cd from mj equiUty and enjoved few privileges above 
tlie head servant, hut that of lecciving no wages 

I felt every indignit}, but knew that resentment 
would precipitate my fall I therefore endeavoured 
to continue my importance by little sen ices and 
active ofiiciousncss, and, for a time, preserved mjsclf 
from neglect, ly withdrawing all pretences to com- 
petition, and studying to please rather than to shine 
But my interest, notwithstanding this expedient 
hourly declined, and iny cousins favounto maid be- 
gan to exchange repartees with me, and consult me 
about the alterations of a cast gown 

I was now completely depressed, and, though I 
had seen mankind enough to knOw the necessity ot 
outwaid cheerfulnc'JS, 1 often withdrew to njy 
chamber to vent rny gne^ or turn my condition 
an my mind, and examine by what means I might 
j , Yoi VI N escape 
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escape fiom pcipClual inoi tificalion. At last niy 
schemes and soiiows a\cic iiUciiiiptcd !)_) a sudden 
change of my i elation’s bcliavioui, mIio one day 
took an occasion, ulien we we\e left logetlicr in a 
loom, to bid me siiflei inyselt no longer to be in- 
sulted, but a'jsumc llic jilacc uhich he alna^s in- 
tended me to hold Jn the famil}. lie assined me lii.it 
Ins uife’s piefciencc of hci oun daughlcis should 
never hint me, and, accoinpan3ing his piofe«sions 
■with a pill sc of gold, oidcicd me to bespeak a nch 
suit at ti'.c mercci and to apply piivately to him 
foi money when I wanted it, and insinuate that ms 
othci fuends supplied me, which he would tale caic 
to confiini. 

By this sliatagcni, which I did not then under- 
stand, he filled me with tenderness and giatilude, 
compelled me to icposc on him as my only suppoil:, 
and pioduced a necessity of jnnate con\ei‘-ation 
He often appointed intcniews at the liou'^c of an 
acquaintance, and sometimes called on me with a. 
coach, and cairicd me abroad ]\Iy sense of his 
favour, and the desiie of ictaining it, disposed me 
to unlimited comphiisancc, and, though I saw liis 
kindness grow' cicry day more fond, I did not sillier 
any suspicion to cntci my thoughts At last the 
wretch took advantage of the familiarity which he 
enjojed as my relation, and the submission winch he 
exacted as my bencfactcn, to complete the rum of air 
orphan, W'hom Ins own promises had made indigent, 
whom his indulgence had melted, and his uuthoiity 
subdued. 

I know not wdiy it should afford subject of exult- 
ation, to overpow'er on any terms the resolution, or 

surprise 
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sui prise the caution of a girl, but of all the bolsters 
that deck themselves in tJic spoils of innocence and 
b^iuty they suicly have the least pretensions to tn 
umph, who stibimt to owe then success td some 
casual influence They ncithci cinplo) the graces 
of fancj, nor tlic force of understinding, in then 
nttempb, they cannot please their vanity with the 
art of their appioachts the dchcacj of their adula- 
tions, the elegance of their address, or the efficacy of 
thur eloquence nor apphud themselves as pos cssed 
of anj quahlics b\ which affection b attracted 
Tlie^ surmount no obstacles, they defeat no nvals, 
but attack onl\ those who cannot resist and aic often 
content to poaac^s the bod\, without any solicitude to 
gam the he irt 

Many "of those despicable wretebe* does my pre 
sent acqu mitaiice with infim) and wickedness enable 
me to number among tlie Iicroes of dcbaucliery Rep 
lilcs whom their own servants would have despised, 
had the) not been tlicir scivants, and with whom 
begsary would Imvc dtsduutd mtcrcounCi diad she 
not been allured by hopes of relief Afaii) of tlie 
beings which are new noting m taverns, or shivcnng 
in tlie streets, have been corrupted not by arts of 
caUantry which stole gradually upon the affections 
and laid prudence asleep but by the fear of losing 
benefits winch were never intended, or of incurring 
resentment which they could not escape, some have 
been frighted by masters, and some awed by guardians 
into rum 

Our enme had its usual consequence, and he soon 
perceived that I could not long continue in his family 
1 was distracted at the thou^t of the reproach which 
y 2 I now 
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I now believed inevitable. lie comforted me nilh 
hopes of eluding all discover}', and often upbraided 
me with the anxiety, nhich pci haps none but himself 
saw in my countenance ; but at last mingled his as- 
surances of pi oteetion and maintenance n ith menaces 
of total desertion, if, m the moments of pertuibation, 
I should suffer his sccict to escape, or endeavour to 
throw on him any part of my infamy. 

Thus passed the dismal houis, till my retreat could 
no longer be delayed It was pietcndcd that my re- 
lations had sent foi me to a distant county, and I 
cnteied upon a state nhich shall be described in my 
next letter. 


I am, SIR, &c. 


iMlSELLA. 
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NtMB 171 Tveshw, November S, 1751 

Tcedct cah conrexa tutrt inCS 

Dark IS the sun, and loathsome is the da/ 


TbMcIlAMBLEIl 


SIR, 


TV/TISELLA no^ sits dorni to continue her nar- 
rative I am com meed that nothing would 
more powerfully preserve jouth from irrcgulan^, or 
guard mcxperiencc from seduction, than a just dc 
scription of the condition into which the wanton plunges 
licrsclf, and therefore 4iope that my letter may be a 
sufficient antidote to niy example 

After the distraction, hesitation, and delays which 
the timidity of guilt naturally produces, I was rcnto\ed 
to lodgings m a distant part of the town, under one 
of the character^ commonly a'^sumed upon such oc 
casions Here being by my circumstances condemned 
to solitude, I passed most of my hours m bitterness 
and anguish The conversation of the people with 
whom I vyas placed w is not at all capable of engaging 
my attention, or dispossessing the reigning ideas Hie 
books which earned to my ictreat were such as 
heightened my abhoriencc of myself, for I was not so 
far abandoned as to sinl voluntaiily into corruption, 
or endeavour to conceal from my oun mind tlie 
enormity of my crime 

JJy 
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My 1 elation i emitted none of his fondness, but 
visited me so often, that I was somclimcs afiaid lest 
his assiduity should expose him to suspicion. When- 
ever he came he found me weeping, and m as there- 
foie less delightfully enlci lamed than he expected. 
Alter fiequcnt expostulations upon the unieasonable- 
ness of my soiiow, and innumciablc protestations of 
evei lasting regaid, he at last found that I u as moie 
affected ’iMth the loss of my innocence, than the 
danger of my fame, and that he might not be dis- 
tuibed by my lemorse, began to lull my conscience 
Mith'thc opiates of iricligion. His a’'guments ucre 
such as my course of life has since e' posed me often 
to the necessity of hcaiing, vulg.ii, empty, and fal- 
lacious , jet, they at first confounded me by therr 
novelty, filled me with doubt and perplexity, and 
intcriuptcct that peace uhich I began to feel fioni 
the sincerity of my icpentancc, without substituting 
any othei support. I listened a vhile to his impious 
gabble, but its influence nas soon ovei powered by 
nijitural leason and early education, and the convic- 
tions w Inch this new attempt gave me of his baseness 
completed mv abhoiience I have heaid of barba- 
rians, who, when tempc'^ts di'i\e ships upon their 
coast, decoy them to the i ocks that they may plundei 
their lading, and have always thought that wu etches, 
thus nieiciless in their dcpiedations, ought to be 
dcsti 03 ^ed by a geneial msuiiection of all social 
beings , vet, how light is this guilt to the ciimc of 
him, who, ill the agitations of lemoise, cuts away the 
anchor of piety, and, wdien he has diawn aside cie- 
duhty fiom the paths of viittie, hides the light of 
heaven wLich w'ould diiect liei vto letuin. I had 
4 hithci to 
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liithcrto consitlcicd hun as a man equally betrayed 
uitli ni}i>clf by the concurrence of appetite and op- 
poitunity, but I non "ith Imrrour that he nas 
contrivini» to perpetuate his gratification, and nas 
desirous to fit me to his purpose, by tompletc and 
radical corruption 

lo escape, honever, was not yet in my poucr I 
could support the expenses of my condition only 
b) the continuance of his favour lie pro\idcd all 
that nas necessary, and m a feu necks, congia 
tula cd me upon my escape fiom the danger uhich 
ue had both expected uitli so much anxict} I then 
began to remind him of liia proim«e to restore me 
ujth my fame uninjured to the uorld lie promised 
me m general terms, that nothing sliould be uant 
ing which his poucr could add to my happiness, but 
forbore to release me fiom my confinement I kneu 
liou much my nccption m the uorld depended upon 
my speedy return and u 1$ thcrciorc outrageouslv 
impatient of his delays, uhith I nou pcrceuccl to be 
only artifices of lend less He told me at last, uiUi 
an appearance of sorrou, that all hopes of lestoration 
lo my former state ucic for ever prcchulcd tliat 
chance had discovered my secret md malice div ulged 
jt, and that nothing nou remained, but lo sect a 
retreat nioie private, uhcic curiosity or hatred couhl 
never find us 

Ihe rage, anguish, and re<;cntmcnt, uliich I fell 
at this account aie not to be expicssed I was m 
so much dread of reproach and infamy, uhich lie ic- 
pjcscntcd as pursuing me uith full ciy, that I yielded 
piysclf implicitly to hi& disposal, and was icmoved, 
uitli a tliousand studied precautions, through by ways 

N 4 ind 
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and dark passages to another house, ^Uicre I haiassed 
him Mith perpetual soheitations for a small annuity 
that might enable me to live in the countiy in obscurity 
and innocence 

This demand he at first evaded with ardent pro- 
fessions, but in time appealed oflended at my im- 
portunity and disti ust ; and having one day endea- 
vouied to sooth me with uncommon expicssions of 
tenderness, Aihcn he found my discontent immov- 
able, left me with some inaiticulate murmurs of 
anger I w as pleased that he w as at last roused to 
sensibility, and expecting that at his next visit he 
v^ould comply with my request, li\ed with gieat 
tianquillity upon the money in my hands, and was so 
much pleased with this pause of peisccution. that I 
did not reflect how' much his absence had exceeded 
the usual intervals, till I w’as alaimed with the danger 
of wanting subsistence I then suddenly contracted 
my expenses, but was unwilling to supplicate for as- 
sistance Necessity-, however, soon oveicame my 
modesty or my pride, and I applied to bun by a letter, 
but had no answei I wiit m teims moie piessing, 
but without effect I then sent an agent to inquiie 
after him, who informed me, that he had quitted his 
house, and was gone with his family to leside for 
some time on his estate in Ii eland. 

However shocked at this abiupt dcpaiture, I was 
yet unwilling to believe that he could wholly abandon 
me, and therefore, by the sale of my clothes, I 
supported myself, expecting tliat every post would 
bung me relief Thus I passed seven months be- 
tween hope and dejection, m a gradual approach 
to poverW and disti ess, emaciated with discontent, 

1 3 and 
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and bewildered with uncei taint) At last, my land 
Jady, after man) hints of the necessity of a new lover, 
took the opportunity of my absenc-e to search my 
boxes and missing some of my apparel, seized the re- 
mainder for rent, and led me to the door 

To remon«tnte against legal cruelt), was ^a!n, to 
supplicate obdurate brutality, was hopeless I went 
away I knew not whither, and wandered about with- 
out an) settled purpose, unacquainted with the usual 
expedients of misery, unqualified for labonous offices, 
afraid to meet an eye that had ^cen me before, and 
hopeless of lehef from tho«e who w'ere strangers to 
my former condition Night came on in the midst of 
m) distraction, and I still continued to wander till the 
menaces of the watch obliged me to shelter m)«elt in 
a covered passage 

Next day I procured a lodging in the backward 
garret of a mean liouse, and employed my landlady td 
inquire for a seivice My applications were gene- 
rally rejected foi want of a chancier At length I 
was leceived at a drapers but when it was known to 
my mistress that I liad only one gown, and that of 
silk, she was of opinion thit 1 loolcd like i tinef and 
without warning hurried me aw a) I then tiled to 
support in)scU b\ my needle and b) my landhd\ s 
lecommendation, obtained a little woik fiomashop, 
and for tlirec wed » lived witho it icpining, but when 
my punctuality had gamed rac so much reputation^ 
lint I was trusted to male up a head of some value, 
one of niy fellow lodgci stole the lace, and I was 
obliged to fi) fiom a pro ocution 


Ihus 
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Thus (linen again into the slicels, I lived upon the 
least tliat could suppoit me, and at night accommo- 
elated myself under pent-houses as null as I could 
At length I became absolutely pcnnylcss, and having 
sti oiled all day n itliout sustenance, was, at the elo^c 
ot evening, accosted bv an cldeily man, nitli an in- 
vitation to a tavein I 1 closed hun nith hesitation; 
he soized me by the hand, and dicw me into a ncigh- 
bouiing house, whcie, nhen he saw my face pale 
■With hungei, and my 0305 swelling nith tears, he 
spumed me fiom him, and bade me cant and iihine 
in some othci place, he lor his pait Mould take caic 
of his pockets 

1 still continued to stand in the iia}', having 
scaiccly sticngth to valk fuithcr, when another soon 
addiesscd me in die same manner M^hen he saw the 
same tokens of calamity, he consideied that I might 
be obtained at a cheap rate, and thercloie quickly 
made oveitures, which I had no longer fiimness to 
reject. By this man I was m.iintained four months 
jn penunoLis vickcdness, and then abandoned to my 
foiraer condition, fiom mIiicIi I wds dclivcicd by 
another kcepci 

In this abject state I have now passed four j’^cnis, 
the diudge ol extoition and the spoil ol diuiikcn- 
iicss, sometimes the piopcity of one man, and some- 
times the common picy ol accidental levdness, at 
,onc time tucked up ror sale by the mistiess of a 
hi othci, at another begging m the sheets to bo 
ieUc\cd fiom hungei by wickedness, without any 
hope m the day but of finding some whom folly ox' 
eveess may expose to my alkucments, and ivithout 

any 
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dnj reflections at niglit, but such guilt and terrour 
jinprc’JS upon me 

It those uho pnss tlieir (lQ^s in picnt) and sc 
cunt}, could \bit for an hour the dismal receptacles 
to whicli the prostitute retires fiorn Jicr noetunial 
CKCui ions, and •'cc the u retches that lie crouded 
together, mad uith mtcinpcraiicc, ghastl} \»itli fa- 
mine, nauseous witli filth, and noisome uitli dis- 
ease, It uould not he casj for any degree of abhor- 
rence to harden tlicm igainst compassion or to re 
press the desire M Inch they must immediately feel to 
rescue sucli numbcis of human hcings fiom a state «o 
drcadtul 

It IS «aid, that in Fidncc thev annually cvacunlc 
their streets, and ship their pro^litulcs and \'ngibonds 
to their colonics If the women lint infc»t this city 
had the same opportunity of escaping from their 
miseries I bchc\c aery liltle force would be ncccs 
sary, foi wlio among them can dread any clnnge^ 
I\Iany of us indeed arc wholly unijinlificd foi any 
but tlie most servile employ incuts, and tlio-'C perhaps 
would require the tare of ii nngistnitc to hinder 
tlicm from following the come pnciicGs m another 
counln , hut others arc only piccludcd by infamy 
from rcfoimation, and would Jadly be dclucrcd on 
any terms from tlie necessity of guilt, and the tynnny 
of chance No place but a populous city, can af 
ford opportunities for open pi-ostitiUion and wberu 
the eye of justiec can attend to individuals, tho-^e 
wlio cannot be made good may be restrained liom 
miscliicf Toi roy part, I should c\nlt it tlic pri 
> liege of banishmcrt, ind tlmik myself happy many 

region 
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region that should restoic me once again to honesty 
and peace. 

I am, SIR, ^'c. 

Mjsella, 


Numb. 172. Saturday, November 9 i 175L 


Sccjje ro^are soles qvahs s27n, rns''c, fulvrits 
in Jiarn locvptc^, sii7Hjm rcpoiie putc7is 
Que7}iqita7/t po'isc piilas TTiorcs varrarc jnlU7 0S^ 

Die trnhi, SI Jias tu ho, qualis ens Maiit. 

Fnsciis, }ou\c often ask’d me how I’d Ine, 

Shou’d fate at once both wealth and honour gi\c. 

■\Vhat soul his future conduct can foresee? 

Tell me what sort of lion jou wou’d be F Ltii is ^ 

■^OTHING has been longer observed, tlia,n that 
a change of fortune causes a change of manners ; 
and that it is difficult to conjecture fiom the conduct 
of him whom we see in a low condition, how he it ould 
act, if wealth and power were put into his hands 
But It IS generally agreed, that feiv men are made 
better by affluence or exaltation ; and that the pow ers 
of the mind, when they are unbound and expanded by 
the sunshine of felicity, more fiequently luxuiiate into 
follies, than blossom into goodness 

Many observations have concuired to establish this 
opinion, and it is not likely soon to become obsolete, 
for want of new occasions to rev.ve it The gieatei 

part; 
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port of imnkind ore comipt in cicrj condition, ond 
differ m liigli and in Ion stations, onl) ns tlicj Inic 
more or fcncr opportunities of gratiljing tlicir desires, 
or ns they are more or less restnincd liy liiinnn cen- 
sures Sinnj Mtiatc their principles m the acquisition 
of nehes, and nlio cm wondci that nhat is gained 
bj fraud and extortion is enjoyed nith tyrinny and 
excess’ 

Yet I am nilhng to bclicic tliat the dcpraration of 
the mind by extern il advantages, thoiiji certainly not 
uncommon, yet approaches not so nearly to uimcr- 
sality, as some Inic asserted 111 tlie hittenicss of resent- 
ment, or heat of declamation 

AVIiocvcr n es ahotc Iho'c nho once pleased tlicm- 
sebes svitli equality, mil base many imleiolcnt gazers 
at his eminence. To gam ooncr tlnii others that 
nhich all pursue mtli the imie ardour, and to nhich 
all imagine themseb es entitled, mil for ever be n 
crime. When those nho tiirted min us in the race of 
life, lease us so far behind, that no Ime little hope to 
ovcrlalc them, nc reicnge our disnppointinent by re 
marks on tlie arts of siippl intalion by iihicli tliey 
gamed the adiantage, or on the folly and arrogance 
mlh nhich they possess it Of them, nhosc rise ne 
could not hinder, ne solace ourselves by piognostieat 
ing the fall 

It IS impossible for human punts not to betray to 
an eye, thus Imrpencd by malignilv, some stains 
tiliich lay concealed and unregarded, nhile none 
thought It their interest to di«covei them, nor can 
the most circumspect attention or steady rectitude, 
escape blame from censors, nho ha\e no mclination 
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to appiDvc. Riclics thcicfoiCj( pciliaps, do not so 
often piotUice ciiirc's as incite accusers. 

Ihe common cIkUsc agaiiT^t those -nlio riscabo\e 
then oiiginal condition, i-^ that of piide It is cci- 
tain that success n.ituially confnm^ us in a fa\onrablc 
opinion of our onn abilities Scarce any man is 
Milling to allot to accident, fiicndship, and a thou- 
sand causes, mIucIi concui in eveiv event without 
human contrivance or interposition, the part which 
they may justl}- claim in his advancement. "We i ate 
oui selves by our foitunc rathci than our viitucs, 
and exoibitant claims aic fjuickly produced by ima- 
ginary merit But captiou‘^ness and jealousy aic 
likewise easily oflended, and to him who studiously 
looks for an afiiont, evciy mode of beliaviour will 
supply It; fiecdom will be rudeness, and. reserve 
sullenness, miith will be negligence, and serious- 
ness foimality, when he is iccened with ceremony, 
distance and icspect aie inculcated, if he is ticalcd 
with familial ity, he concludes himself insulted by con- 
descensions 

It must how cvei be confessed, that as all sudden 
changes aie dangerous, a quick transition fiom poveity 
to abundance can seldom be made with safety He 
that has long lived within sight of pleasuics winch he 
could not leach, will need moic than common modc-f 
ration, not to lose his reason in unbounded not, when 
they are fiist put into his power ' 

Every possession is endeaicd by novelty; eveiy 
gratification is exaggciatcd by desiie It is difficult 
not to estimate what is lately gained above its leal 
value, it is impossible not to annex gi eater happiness 

to 
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to tint condition from which ^rc nrc imwiiljir^K c\ 
eluded limn nature liab qu ililicd us to obt un ] or 
this reason, the rcinoic inhtntor of iin unc\| cc^cd 
fortune, nn\ be gcncmIK fii^tinimi bed fiom tho'^e 
who aic enriched in tlic roinnion com t oi hni'U 
descent, bv his ^renter liLtc to ciijov hi wealth bs 
tile finen of hia da«^« the pomp of hia cquipi^o 
the splendour of his funnlurL, nnd tlic Jti\ui) of liia 
table 

A thousand things winch fainilinily dncmtrs U 
be of little raluc, Inuc power lor a time to scire tlcw 
innginition \ Ung \^hc\\ the J uio/mnn 

Ind h\cd a lock on Ins door, wac so dclijitcd to laid 
his subjects ulinittcd or c\chided with sucli ficililv, 
tint It was from morning to cMiung lih whole tin 
ploMiicnt to turn the kt\ Wt among whom locks 
nnd kc)s lii\c been longer m use, arc incJmcd lo 
laugh nt dll', yji/cncm nimiscmcnl \ct I doubt 
whether thn piper will bait ii ing’c uidcrihit 
1111) not apply die stoiy to himvcit, ami rceollcet 
; 5 omc hours of liis life in which he h^s been cqimllv 
oicrpowcrcd b) the transitorj eh inns ot iijllm 
noiclt) 

Some indulgence is due to him wlioin a lnpp\ gale 
of fortune has stiddcnh transported into new rCoions, 
where unaccustomed lusuc dazrlcs la eNe^ and 
untasted delicacies solicit Jus appetite I el him not 
be considcicd as lost m ho|)clc'‘s dcffcncrac), tlioijgli 
Jic for a while forgets the regard due to others to m 
dulgc the contemplation of himself and m the e\tn 
vogance of his iirst raptures cspects tint his cj c should 
regulate the motions of nil tliat approach him, and hib 

opinion 
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opinion be received as decisive and oiaculous. His 
intoxication \vill give w&j to time; the madness of joy 
will fume impel ceptibly away; the sense of his insuf- 
ficiency will soon return; he will lemember that the 
co-operation of others is necessaiy to his happiness, 
and learn to conciliate their regard by reciprocal be- 
neficence. 

There is, at least, one considei ation n Inch ought to 
alleviate our censuies of the poweiful and lich. To 
imagine them chaigeable with all the guilt and folly of 
theii own actions, is to be very little acquainted with 
the vorld. 

De Vuhsoht poiivoii tous ignorez Yyvrcssc, 

Et du ladie Jlatcur la votx cnchanla csic 

Thou lust not known the giddy w'hnis of fate, 

Kor ser\ilc tlattencs which enchant the gicat 

Miss tv. 

He that can do much good or harm, will not find 
many whom ambition or cow ai dice will sufter to be 
sinceie While we live upon the level with the icst 
of mankind, w'e are reminded of our duty by the ad- 
monitions of fi lends and icpi caches of enemies, but 
men who stand in the highest ranks of society, seldom 
hear of their faults , if by any accident an oppiobiious 
clamour i caches their eais, fiatteiy is always at hand 
to pour m her opiates, to quiet conviction, a.nd obtund 
icmorse. 

Tavour is seldom gained but by confoimity in vice. 
Virtue can btand without assistance, and considers 
herself as very little obliged by countenance ^aiid 

approba- 
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npprobation but vice, spiritless and timorous, *:ccks 
tlic shelter of cro^\ds, and support of confcdenc} 
The s^cophanb therefore, neglects the good qualities 
of his patron, and employs nil his art on his n calm- 
nesses and follies, regales his reigning vanity, 01 
stimulates his prevalent desires 

Virtue IS sufficiently difficult «Jth any circumstances, 
but the difficult} is increa-cd when reproof and advice 
are frighted away In common life, reason and con- 
science Imc only tlic appetites and passions to en- 
counter, but in higlicr stations^ tlicy must oppose 
artifice and adulation He, tiiercforc, tliat yields to 
such temptations, cannot give those who loo^ upon 
Ins miscarriage much reason for exultation, since few 
can justly presume tliat from the came snare thc\ 
should have been able to escape 
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Numb. 173. Tubsjjat, November 12, I75l. 

Quo viituij quo feral aior^ lion 

Now s.iy, wlirrc virlup ‘stops, nnd xiccbcgirrs? 


A® any action or posture, long continued, dis- 
toiL and disfigure the limbs; so the mind hke- 
tvise IS cnppled and conti acted by perpetual appli- 
cation to the same set of idea^^ It is easy to guess 
the tiade of an aitisan by his bnccs, his fingers, or 
his shoulders, and theie are feu among men of the 
more libeial piofessions, •^^hosc minds do not carry 
the brand of their calling, or vhose conveisation does 
not quickly discover to uhat class of the community 
they belong. 

These peculiarities have been of great use, in the 
geneial hostility v Inch every pait of mankind exer- 
cises against the rest, to fuinish insults and sarcasms. 
Every art has its dialect, uncouth and ungi ateful to 
all whom custom has not icconciled to its sound, and 
which therefoie becomes lidiculous by a slight misap- 
plication, or unnecessary lepetition 

The general leproach with which ignoiance revenges 
the superciliousness of learning, is tliat of pedantry ; 
a censure which every man incuis, vlio has at any 
time the misfortune to talk to those who cannot under- 
stand him, and by which the modest and timoious aie 
sometimes frighted from the display of then acquisi- 
tions, and the exeition of then poweis 

The 
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The name of a pedant is so formidable to joung 
men when thej first sally from their colleges, and is 
so hberall} scattered bythosenho mean to boast tlien 
elegance of education, easiness of manners, and Know- 
ledge of the world that it scunb to rcquiie p irticul ir 
consideration, since perhaps, if it were once under- 
stood, roanj a heart might be freed fioin painful 
apprehensions, and man} a tongue delivered from re 
straint 

Pedantry is the unseasonable o tentation of learn 
ing It maj be discovered eitlier in tlie choice of a 
subject, 01 in tlie manner of ti eating it He is un- 
doubtedly guilty of pedantry who when he Ins m ide 
himself master of some abstruse and uncultivated part 
of knowledge, obtrudes his remarks and discoveries 
upon those whom he believes unable to judge ot his 
proficiency, and from whom, as he cannot fear con- 
tradiction, he cannot properly expect applause 

To this erroiir the student «;ometime 5 betiaycd by 
the natural rccunence of tlic mind to its common em 
ploymcnt bj the pleasure which eveiy man receives 
from the recollection of pleasing images, ^ad tl e de- 
sire of dwelling upon topicKs, on which he knows 
himself able to speak with justness But because we 
are seldom so far prejudiced in favour of each other, 
as to search out foi palliations, this failure of polite- 
ness IS imputed always to vanitj and the hannlcss 
collegiate, who perhaps, intended entertainment and 
instruction or at worst only spoke without sufficient 
icflection upon the character of hiahearcis, lijceiibuicd 
as arrogant or overbeanng, and eager to extend his 
renown m contempt of the convenience ot socictj, 
and the laws of conversation 
‘ O 3 
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All discourse of which othcis cannot partake, is 
not only an nksome usuipation of the lime devoted 
to pleasiiic and entertainment, but, what nevci fails 
to excite \ ery keen resentment, an insolent asseition 
of superiority, and a tiiumph over less enlightened 
undei standings. The pedant is, thciefoie, not only 
heal d with weariness, but malignity ; and those who 
conceive themselves insulted b} his knowledge, never 
fail to tell with aciimony how injudiciously it was 
exerted 

To avoid this dangerous imputation, scholars some- 
times divest themselves with too much haste of their 
academical formality, and m then endeavours to ac- 
commodate their notions and their style to common 
conceptions, talk lather of any thing than of tliat 
which they understand, and sink into insipidity of 
-sentiment and meanness of expiession 

There prevails among men of letters an opinion, 
that all appearance of science is pai licularly hateful 
to women,* and that theiefoic, whoever desires to be 
well received in female assemblies, must qualify him- 
self by a total rejection of all that is sei lous, rational, 
or important ; must considei argument or criticism, as 
peipetually interdicted , and devote all his attention 
to trifles, and all his eloquence to compliment 

Students often foim their notions of the piesent 
generation from the wTitmgs of the past, and are not 
very eaily informed of tliose changes which the gra- 
dual diffusion of knowledge, or the sudden caprice 
of fashion, pioduccs in the world Whatever might 
be the state of female hteiature in the last century, 
theie is now no longer any danger lest the scholar 
should want an adequate audience at the tea-table ; 

V . and 
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and whoever thinks it necessary to regulate his con- 
versation by antiquated rules, will be rather despised 
for his futility than caressed for his politeness 

To talk intentionally in a manner above the com 
prehension of those whom we address, is unquestion 
able pedantry , but surely complaisance requires, that 
no man should, without proof, conclude his company 
incapable of following him to the highest elevation of 
his fanc}, or the utmost extent of his knowledge It 
IS always ^afer to err in favour of others than of our- 
selves, and therefore we seldom hazard much byen- 
deavounng to excel 

It ought at least to be tlie care of learning when 
she quits her exaltation, to descend with dignity 
Nothing IS more despicable than the airiness and jocu- 
larity of a man bred to severe science, and sohtaiy 
meditation lo trifle agreeably is a secret which 
schools cannot impart , that gay negligence and viva 
Clous levity, which charm down resistance wherever 
they appear, are never attainable by him who, having 
spent his first years among the dust of libraries, enters 
late into the gay world v\itli an unpliant attention and 
established habits 

It IS observed in the panegynck on Tabi icius the 
mechanist, that, though forced by publick employ 
ments into mingled comeibation, he never lost the 
modesty and seriousnei>s of the convent nor drew 
ridicule upon himself by an affected imitation of 
fashionable life To tlie same piaise every man 
devoted to learning ought to aspno If he attempts 
the softer arts of pleasing and endeavours to learn 
the graceful bow and the familiar embrace the insinu 
ating accent and the general smile, he will lose tlie 
03 respect 
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lespect due to the character of learning, "without arriv- 
ing at the envied honour of doing any thing with ele- 
gance and facility 

' Theoph astus was discovered not to be a native of 
Athens, by so stiict an adherence to the Attic dialect, 
as showed that he had learned it not by custom, but 
by lule A man not early formed to habitual elegance, 
betiays in like manner the effects of his education, by 
an unnecessary anxiety of behaviour It is as possible 
to become pedantick by tear of pedantry, as to be 
troublesome by lU-timed civility Theie is no kind of 
impel tinence moie justl}" censuiablc, than his who is 
alw^ays labommg to level thoughts to intellects higher 
than his owm , wdio apologizes foi every w ord w hich 
his own narrowness of converse inclines him to think 
unusual , keeps the exubeiance of his faculties under 
visible restraint, is solicitous to anticipate inquiries 
by needless explanations , and endeavours to .shade 
his own abilities, lest weak eyes should he dazzled 
w ith then lustre 
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Numb 174 SATvnv)A\, November 15, 1751 


Fantim hahet in coma, longe fuge^ dummodo nsum 
Excvtiat stbi non hic cniquam farctt amxco Hor 


1 onder he drives— avoid that furious beast 
If he may have hirjest he never cares 
At whose expence nor fnend nor patron spares 

Frakcis 


To the RAMBLER 

Mr Rambler, 

>^HE laws of social benevolence require, that every 
man should endeavour to assist others by his ex- 
peiience He that has at last escaped into port from 
the fluctuations of chance, and the gu‘?ts of opposition, 
ought to make some improvements m the chart of life, 
by marking tlie rocks on which he has been dashed, 
and the shallows where he has been stranded 
I The erroui into v\hich I was betrayed, when custom 
first gave me up to my own direction, is veryfie- 
quently incident to the quick, the sprightly, the fear- 
less, and the gay, to all whose ardour humes them 
into precipitate execution of their designs, and im- 
prudent declaration of their opinions vUio seldom 
count the cost of pleasure, or examine the distant 
consequences of any practice that flatteis them with 
immediate gratification 


O4 
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I came foith into the crowded world with the usual 
juvenile ambition, and desired nothing beyond the 
title of a wit Money I consideied as below my 
care; foi I saw such multitudes grow' iich without 
undei standing, that I could not foibear to look on 
wealth as an acquisition easy to industry directed by 
genius, and therefore threiv it aside as a secondary 
convenience, to be procured when my principal wish 
should be satisfied, and the claim to intellectual ex- 
cellence universally acknowledged 

With this view I icgiilated my behaviour in pub- 
lick, and exercised my meditations in solitude I\Iy 
life w'as divided between the care of pro\ iding topicks 
for the entertainment of my company, and that of 
collecting company w 01 thy to be entertained; for I 
soon found, that wit, like eveiy other pow'er, has its 
boundaries , that its success depends upon the apti- 
tude of othcis to leceivc impressions, and that as 
some bodies, indissoluble by heat, can set the furnace 
and ciucible at defiance, there arc minds upon which 
the rays of fancy may be pointed w'lthout effect, and 
w'hich no fire of sentiment can agitate or exalt 

It W'as, how’ever, not long before I fitted myself 
with a set of companions who knew’ how’ to laugh, and 
to whom no other lecommendation was necessary than 
the pow’er of stnking out a jest. Among those I fixed 
my lesidence, and for a time enjOyed die felicity of 
distuibmg the neighbours evciy night with the ob- 
streperous applause which my sallies forced fiom the 
audience The leputation of our club every day in- 
creased, and as my flights and remaiks wcie circu- 
lated by my admiiers, eveiy day brought new Sohcita- 
tions for admission into oui society. 
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To support this perpetual fund of memment, I 
frequented cveiy place of concourse, cultivated tlic ac 
quaintancc of all the fashionable race, and passed the 
day in a continual succession of visits, in which I col- 
lected a treasure of pleasantry for the expenses of the 
evening Whatever errour of conduct I could discover, 
whatever pecuhanty of manner I could observe, what- 
ever wealoiess was betrayed by confidence whatever 
lapse was suffered neglect, all was drawn together 
for the diversion of my wild compinions who when 
they had been taught the art of ridicule never failed to 
signalize themselves b) a zealous imitation, and filled 
the town on the ensuing day with scandal and vexation, 
with merriment and shame 

1 can scarcely believe, when I recollect my own 
practice that I could have been so far deluded with 
petty prai«e, as to divulge the secrets of trust, and to 
expose the levities of frankness, to \vn>lay the walks 
of the cautious and surpnse the sccunty of the 
tlioughtless Yet it i^ certain tint for man) years 
I heard notliing hut with design to tell it, and saw 
nothing witli any other curiosity timn after some 
failure that miglit furnish out ajtst 

iViy heart, indeed, acquits me of dclibcntc ma 
lignity, or interested insidiousness I had no other 
purpose than to heighten the pleasure of laughter 
by communication, nor ever raised any pecuniary 
advantage from the calamines of othcis I led weak 
ness and negligence into difficulties, onl) that I might 
divert myself with their perplexities and distrcssc'^, 
and violated every law* of friendship, with no other 
hope than that of gaming the reputation of smartne s 
and waggery 

I would 
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I ^\oul(l not i)C nndn^tood to chaigc rnv*-^^ «iih 
any cnniC" of the ntiorioii'j os (kNliiuiUc kind I 
never bctKuod an iicn to g.une-'U'r^ or a «^iil to dr- 
bauclu’C' 5 , nevei mO’ireptcd tin kuifinf''-s of a jialron, 
or ‘^)lOl 1 .ed .i.vay liie leputalion of innocx'na*. My 
dciiglit vv.'is onl\ in petty ini-,ehirf, and inonicntary 
%c\ation‘'. and iny ncnlniess vv<is emjdovcd not upon 
fraud and oppn '^sion, wliiih it had i)M n nieritoiious 
to detect, hut upon iiannU'^-a ignorance 01 uh^uidiU,. 
prejudice 01 nii'-takc 

Tliibinrjuii v T {nnsued witfi so niuf li diiigcncc and 
'jagacity, that I was aiiic to rcisiKs of every man 
whom I knew, some hlundcr 01 mistatriagc; to h^*- 
tray the most ciicuinspcct of my fiiends into folhc'^, 
hv a ludicions fl.itUMy of his piedommant pa'-sion; 
or expose liini to contciiijit, by placing him in cir- 
cumstances uliicli put Ills prc|ti(liccs into action, 
brouizht to view ins natmal dt fuels, or diow the at- 
tcnlion of the company on ins aira of atfcctafion 

The power had been possi'^scd in vain if it had 
never been excited , and it was not my custom to let 
any arts of |Ocnlanty remain uncmplnycd. hly un- 
pa lienee of applause bi ought me alwn\scaily to the 
place of cntei tainment ; and I ‘-cldom failed to lay a 
scheme w ith the small knot that fust gathered lound 
me, by which some of those whom we expected might 
he made subseivicnt to our sjioit Kvciy man has 
some favourite topick of conveisation, on whieli, by 
a feigned seriousness of attention, he may be diawn 
to expatiate without end Every man has some lia- 
bitual contoition of body, or established mode of 
expression, which never fails to laibC iniith if it be 
pointed out to notice. Ey picmonitions ot these 

parti" 
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particulanties I secured our plca5antr5 Our com 
pinion entered \vith his usual giyety, and began to 
pirtake of our nois.} cheerfulness, nhen the conver- 
sation uas imperceptibly diverted to a subject nhich 
pressed upon his tender part, and extorted the ex- 
pected shrug the customary exclimition, or the pre- 
dicted remark A general clamour of joy then burst 
from all that ncrc admitted to the strntigcm Oui 
mirth -was often increi'^cd by the triumph of him that 
occasioned it, for as uc do not hastily form conclu 
sions against Oui selves, seldom any one suspected, that 
he had exhilarated u oUicnvise thin by his vwt > 
'iou mil hear, I believe, with very little surprise, 
Jthat byr this conduct I had in a shoit time united 
mankind against me, and that cvciy tongue was dili 
gent m prevention or revenge I soon perceived 
myself regarded with malevolence or distrust, but 
wondered what had been discovered in me either ter- 
rible or hateful I had invaded no mans property 
I had rivalled no mans claims, nor had evei cn 
gaged in any ot those attempts which provoke the 
jealousy of ambition or tlic rage of faction I liad 
Jived but to laugh, ‘and make othcis laugh, and be 
licved that I was loved by all who cares ed and fa 
voured by all who applauded me I never imagined 
tliat he vvho, in the mirth of a nocturnal revel, con 
curred in ridiculing Ins Inend, would consider, in a 
cooler hour, tint the same trick might be played 
against Inm'iclf, or tbit, even where thcie is no sense 
of danger, the natural pndo of human nature n es 
against him, who, by general censures, lays claim to 
general superiorly 


I was 
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I was convinced, by a total desertion, of the im- 
propnety of my conduct; every man avoided, and 
cautioned others to avoid me. Wherever I came, I 
found silence and dejection, coldness and terrour No 
one -would ventuie to speak, lest he should lay him- 
self open to unfavouiable representations; the com- 
pany, hoi^ever numeious, dropped off at my entrance 
upon vaiious pretences; and, if I retired to avoid the 
shame of being left, I heard confidence and mirth 
revive at my departuie. 

If those wdioin I had thus offended, -could have 
contented themselves with iepa3nng one insult for an- 
other, and kept up the war only by a reciprocation 
of saicasms, they might have perhaps vexed, but 
■w ould never much have hurt me , for no man heartily 
hates him at w horn he can laugh. But these wounds 
which they give me as they fly, aie without cure; 
this alarm which they spread by their solicitude to 
escape me, excludes me from all fiiendship and from 
all pleasure I am condemned to pass a long inter- 
val of my life in solitude, as a man suspected of in- 
fection IS lefused admission into cities; and must linger 
in obscurity, till my conduct shall convince the woild, 
that I may be approached without hazard. 

I am, &c 


Dicaculus. 
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SfuMB 175 Tuesday, Novemlei 19, 1751 


Ran qutppe lent numero ttr tiint totijan quat 
Thtbarum poriof, vfl dmUs ceiia htlt Jcv i 

Good men are scarce tbe jujt are tlnnl} sown 
TTiC) thme ljut ill nor can tbej last when grown 
And should count them and our store compile, 

\«t r^e6<s more gates could shew more mouths the Atle 

CCECCH 

f^ONE of the ftMoms of wisdom which recommend 
tlic ancient sages to tencration, seems to Imc 
-equired less extent of knowledge or pcrepicacity of 
jenetration, than the remirks of Btas, that e» vXmt 
KciKotj the incijonty ai e •’tided 
llie depravity of mankind is so easily discoverable, 
that nothing but the desert or tlic cell can exclude it 
From notice The knowledge of crimes intrudes un 
sailed and undcsired J hey whom their abstraction 
from common occurrences hinders from seeing iniquity, 
will quickly have their attention awakened by feeling 
It. Even he who ventures not into tbe world, may 
learn its corruption m his closet Poi what arc trci 
tises of morality, but persuasives to the practice oi 
duties, forwhicli no aiguments would be necessary, 
but that we are continually tempted to violate oi neg 
lect them ^ \Vhat are all the records of liistory, but 
narratives of successive villanies, of treasons and 
usurpations! massacres and wars? 
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But, perhaps, the excellence of aplioiisins consists 
not so much m the cxpicssion of some larc or ab- 
struse sentiment, as m the compiehension of some 
obvious and useful ti uth in a tew m 01 ds We fre- 
quently fall into ciioui and folly, not because the tiuc 
principles of action aie not kno\\n, but because, for 
a time, they aie not rcinerabcied , and he may theic- 
fore be justly numbered ainoni^ the benefactors of 
mankind, who contiacts the gieat lulcs of life into 
short sentences, that may be easily iinpic=;scd on the 
memoi}', and taught by frequent lecollection to lecur 
habitually to the mind 

However those who have passed througli half the 
life of man, may now wondei that any should icquiic 
to be cautioned against coiruption, they will find, 
that they have themselves purchased then conviction by 
many disappointments and vexations, w Inch an earlier 
knowledge would ha^c spaied tliem , and may see, 
on eveiy side, some entangling themselves in peiple.xi- 
ties, and some sinking into luin, by ignoiance or 
neglect of the maxim of Bias. 

Eveiy day sends out, m quest of plcasuie and dis- 
tinction, some heir fondled in ignoiance, and flatteicd 
into pride. He comes foith with all the confidence of 
a spirit unacquainted with supeiiours, and all the 
benevolence of a mind not yet nutated by opposition, 
alarmed by fiaud, or embitleied by cruel tjx lie 
loves all, because he imagines himself the universal 
favourite Every exchange of salutation pioduces 
new acquaintance, and eveiy acquaintance kindles 
into fiiendship. 

Eveiy season brings a new flight of beauties into 
the world, who have hithcito heard only of theh* 

own 
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own diarms, and inngine tlint the lieirt feels no 
passion but that of loie Tliey are soon sui rounded 
hy admireis «hom they eicdit, be,,au'e they tell tliem 
onlynhatis heardnith delight Whoever gazes upon 
them IS a lover, and whoever foiccs a sigh, is pining 
in despair , ' 

He surely is a u«cful monitor, who inculc-ites to 
tliese thoughtless strangers, that the mcijoutxj a>e 
'■oickal, who informs them, that the tram vvliieh 
w ealth md heautj draw after them, is lured onlj by 
the scent of piey , and tliat, perhaps, among all those 
who eroivd about them with professions and flatteries, 
there is not one w ho docs not hope for some oppor- 
tunity to devour or betray them, to glut himself by 
then destruction, or to share their spoils 11 ith n sti onger 
-savage ' 

Virtue, presented singly to the imagiintion or 
the reason, is so well recommended by its own 
graces, and so strongly supported hy arguments, 
that a good man wonders how any cm bo bad, am} 
they who are ignorant of the force of passion and in- 
terest, who never observed the arts of seduction, the 
contagion of evample, the gradual descent from one 
enme to mother, or the inscusiblc depravation of tlie 
principles by loose conversation, naturally expect to 
find integrity in every bosom, and veracity on cvciy 
tongue I 

It is, indeed, impossible not to hear from those 
who have lived longer, of wrongs and filsehood'., of 
violence and circumvention, but such nairativcs 
are commonly legarded by the young the heady, 
and tlie confident, as nothing nioic than the inui 
murs of peevi hness, or the di earns of dotage, and, 

iiotwith 
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notwitbstatiding all the documents of hoary wisdom, 
we commonly plunge into the '\\oild fearless and cre- 
dulous, without any foresight of dangei, or appre- 
hension of deceit. 

I have lemaikcd, in a fonner paper, that credulity 
is the common failing of unexperienced viitue; and 
that he who is spontaneously suspicious, may be justly 
charged with ladical coiruption; foi, if he has not 
known the prevalence of dishonesty by infoimation, 
nor had time to observe it with his ow n eyes, u hence 
can he take his measures of judgment but from 
himself^ 

They who best deserve to escape the snares of arti- 
fice, are most likely to be entangled He that en- 
deavours to live foi the good of others, must always 
be exposed to the aits of them wlio live only for them- 
selves, unless he is taught by timely precepts the 
caution requned in common transactions, and shown 
at a distance the pitfalls of tieachery. 

•» To youtli, theiefoie, it should be carefully incul- 
cated, that, to entei the road of life w ithout caution 
or reserve, m expectation of geneial fidelity and 
justice, IS to launch on the wide ocean without the 
instruments of steei age, and to hope that every wand 
will be prosperous, and that eveiy coast will aftbid a 
haibour. 

To enumeiate the’ vaiious motives to deceit and 
injury, would be to count all the desires that pre- 
vail among the sons of men; since thcie is no 
ambition how’ever petty, no wish how'ever absurd^ 
that by indulgence will not be enabled to over- 
power the influence of viitue. Many theie are, 
who openly and almost piofessedly regulate all theii 

conduct 
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conduct by their love of money, «ho have no otlier 
reason for action or forhenrince, for compliance or re- 
fusal, than that they hope to giin more by one tlian 
by tlie other These arc indeed the meanest and 
crudest of human beings, a race witli whom, as «ith 
some pestiferous animals, tlic whole creation seems to 
be at nar, but ulio, honever detested or scorned, 
long continue to add heap to Iieap, and when they 
hare reduced one to bc^ary, arc still permitted to 
fasten on another 

Others yet less rationally wicked, pass their lives 
in mischief, because they cannot bear the «ight of sue 
tess, and mark out every man for hatred, whose fame 
or fortune they behove increasing 

"Manv, who have not advanced to these degrees of 
guilt, are yet wholly unqualified for friendship, and 
unable to m iintain any constant or regular course 
ofkindness Happiness may be destroyed not only by 
union with the man who is apparently tlie slave of 
interest, but with him whom a wild opinion of the 
dignity of perseverance, m whatever cause, disposes 
to pursue every injury with unwearied and perpetual 
resentment, with Imn whose vanity inclines him to 
consider every man as a rival m every pretension , 
with him whose airy negligence puts his fiiend s affairs 
or sec ets in continual hazard, and who thinks his 
forgetfulness of others excused by his inattention to 
himself, and with him whose inconstancy ranges vvatli- 
out any settled rule of choice through vaneties of 
friendship, and who adopts and dismisses favourites 
by the sudden impulse of caprice 

Thus numerous are tlie dangers to which the con- 
verse of mankind exposes us, and which can be 

Voi VI P avoided 
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avoided only by piudent distrust He therefore that,, 
remembci ing this salutaiy maxim, learns early to 
^^ithhold his fondness from fail appearances, Mill have 
reason to pay some honoiiis to Bias of Pi'iene, mIio 
enabled him to become Mise without tlie cost of ex- 
peiience. 


Numb. 176. Saturday, November 23, 1751. 


Naso suspemTcrc adiinco. Hop. 

On me you turn the nose 

^j^^HERE are many vexatious accidents and uneasy 
situations which raise little compassion for the 
sufferer, and which no man but those v\ Horn they im* 
mediately distress can regard M’ith seriousness. Petty 
mischiefs, that have no influence on futmity, nor ex- 
tend their efiects to the rest of life, are aluays seen 
vMth a kind of malicious pleasure A mistake or em- 
barrassment, which for the present moment fills the 
face Mith blushes, and the mind with confusion, w ill' 
have no other effect upon those who obsei ve it, than, 
that of convulsing them with ii resistible laughter. 
Some circumstances of misery are so powerfully 
ridiculous, that neither kindness nor duty can with- 
stand them ; they bear down love, interest, and re- 
verence, and foicc the friend, the dependent, oi. 
the child, to give ivay to instantaneous motions br* 
merriment. 

Among the principal of comick calamities, may 
be reckoned the pam which an aitthor, not yet 
^3 hardened 
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hTidcncd into iiisciiiibililj, feels nt die onset of 'tfu- 
rioua cntick, whose n^c, nnl, or fortune, gives linn 
confidence to speak ivitlioiit reserve , who heaps one 
objection upon nnotlier, and obtnidcs his remarks, 
and enforce!, his corrections, witliout tendemess or 
awe 

The audior, full of the importance of Ins work, 
and anxious for the justification of every svllable, starts 
and kindles at the slightest ott ck , the critiek, e,iger 
to establish his supcnority, triuiiiplnng in every dis- 
covery of fiiJure, and zealous !o impress the cogency 
of Ills arguments, pursues Inin from line to hue with- 
out cessation or reiiiorsc Tlie cntiek, who ImzardS 
little, proceeds with vebcmeiice, iiiijietuo'ity, and 
fcarlesncss , the author, whose quiet and fame, and 
life and immortality, arc involved iii the controversy, 
tries tv eiy art of subterfuge and defence, maintains 
modestly what he resolves itcvci to yield, and yields 
unwillingly what cannot be niainluincd The criticks 
pui-pose IS to conquer, the author only hopes to 
escape tliecriticl therefore knits his brow, and mi cs 
his voice, and rejoices whenever he perceives any 
tokens of pain excited by the pressure of his asser- 
tions, dr the point of bia snicasms The author, 
whose endeavour 13 nt once to molhly and elude liis 
persecutor, composes Ins features and soflcns his 
accent, breaks the force ol assault by retreat, and 
rather steps aside than flics or advances 

ffs It very seldom happens that the rage of extern 
porary criticism inflicts fatal or lasting wounds, 1 
know not that the laws of hciievolcnce entitle this 
distress to much sympathy liio diversion of bait 
lOj, an author has the sanction of all ages and nations, 
p 2 and 
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and is moie lanful than the ‘^poit of teasing other 
animals, because, for tlie most pait, he conies vo- 
luntarily to the stake, fuinishcd, as lie imagines, by 
the patron powers of liteiatnic, will) icsistlcss ivca- 
pons, and impencliable armoin, with the mail of 
the boai of and tlic paws of the hon of 

Nemea. 

But the w oiks of genius aic sometimes produced 
by other motives than vanity; and he whom neces- 
sity or duty cnfoices to write, is not always so well 
satisfied with himself, as not to be discouraged by 
censorious impudence. It may thcrcfoic be necessary 
to consider, how'^ they whom publication la3s open to 
the insults of such as their obscunty secures against 
reprisals, may extiicatc themselves from unexpected 
encountcis. 

Vida, a mail of consideiable skill in the politicks 
of liteiature, directs his pupil wholI> to abandon his 
defence, and even when he can iircfiagably icfutc 
all objections, to sufiei tamely the exultations of Ins 
antagonist 

This rule may pcihaps be )U5t, when advice is 
asked, and seventy solicited, became no man tells 
his opinion so freely as when he imagines it leceived 
with implicit vcncratioii , and ciiticks ought never 
to be consulted, but while eiiours may }ct be rectified 
or insipidity suppicssed But when the book has 
once been dismissed into the woild, and can be no 
more retouched, I know not whethei a very difieient 
conduct should not be prescribed, and whether firm- 
ness and spiiit may not sometimes be of use to over- 
power arrogance and repel biutahty Softness, diffi- 
dence, and moderation, will often be mistaken for 

imbecility 
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iinbecihtj oiul dc|Cclioii, lliej lure coinnlicc to tlic 
attack by the liopca of casyiictoiy, and it a ill soon 
be found that he uhom ever) man thinks ho can con 
quer, shall nticr be at peace 

Tlie 'uninadvcisions of tntick« arc commonly such 
as may ea«ily provoke the sedatest writer to some 
quickness of resentment and asperity of reply A man 
who by long consideration has fimiharised a subject 
to his own miiid, carefully surveyed the series of his 
thoughts, and planned all the pans of his compo- 
sition into a regular depciidance on each other, will 
often start at the sinistrous interpretations, or absurd 
remarks of haste and ignorance, and wonder by what 
infatuation tliey have been led away from the obvious 
sense, and upon what poculiiir principles of judgment 
they decide ngiinst him 

riio eye of the intellect, like that of the body, is 
not equally perfect in all, nor equally adapted in any 
to all objects , the end of criticism is to supply its 
defects, rules arc the instruments of mental vision, 
which may indeed assist our faculties when properly 
used, but produce confusion and obscurity by unskil- 
ful application 

Some seem always to read with the microscope of 
criticism, and employ their whole attention upon 
minute elegance, or faults scarcely visible to com- 
mon observation The dissonance of a syllable, the 
recurrence of the same sound, the repetition of a 
particle, the smallest dcviition from propnety, tlie 
slightest defect in coiisti uction or arrangement, swell 
before their eyes into enomiities As they discern 
with great exactness, they comprehend but a narrow 
compass, and know nothing of the justness of the 
P 3 design, 
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design, the gcneial spiut of the perfonrmncc, the arti- 
fice of connexion, 01 the haiinony of the paits; they 
never conceive how small a pioporlion that which they 
are busy in contemplating bears to the wliole, or how 
the petty inaccuracies w ith which the}’’ aie offended, 
ai'e absoibed and lost in general excellence. 

Others aie furnished by ciiticisin with a telescope. 
They see w'lth gieat clearness whatever is too 1 emote 
to be discovered by the rest of mankind, but aie totally 
blind to all that lies immediately before them. They 
discover in eveiy passage some secret meaning, some 
1 emote allusion, some artful allegory', or some occult 
imitation, which no other leader ever suspected ; but 
they have no perception of the cogency of aiguments, 
tlie foice of pathetick sentiments, the vanous colouis 
of diction, or the flow-eiy embellishments of fancy, of 
all that engages the attention of otheis, they are totally 
insensible, while they pry into worlds of coniecluie, 
and amu'^e themselves ith phantoms in tlie clouds. 

In criticism, as in eveiy other othci ail, we fail 
sometimes by our vAcalvness, but moie fiequently by 
our fault. We are sometimes bewildcicd by ignorance, 
and sometimes by piejudice, but we seldom deviate, 
far from the light, but when we deli\ei oui selves np 
tp the diiection of vanity. 
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Numb 177 Tuesday, Novemhei 26, 1751 


Tur^e (St dtJ/iciUs hahtre nagas Mart 

Those thm^s which now £cem iirivolous and slight 

l\ill be of acnoQs consequence to jou 

When theylia\e made jon once ridiculous HoacoiiMON 


To ihe RAAIBLER 


SIR, 


V^HEN I nas, at the usual time, about to enter 
upon the profession to which tnj fi lends had 
destined me, being summoned, bj the dentil of my 
father, into the country, I found myself master of an 
unexpected sum of money, and of an estate, si Inch, 
though not large, nas, in my opinion, sufficient to 
support mo in a condition far preferable to the fatigue, 
dependance, and uncertaintyof any gainful occupation 
1 therefore resolved to devote the icst of my life v\ holly 
to curiosity, and iiithout any confinement of my ex- 
cursions, or termination of inyviciis, to wander over 
the boundless regions of gencinl knowledge 

This scheme of life seemed pregnant with inex- 
Inustihle viriely, and therefore I could not forbeai to 
congratulate myself upon the irisdom of my choice 
I furnished a large room ivith all convenicncics for 
study, collected books of every kind, quitted every 
science at the fust peiccption of disgust, returned to 
14 It 



216 THE RAMBLER. N^i77 

it again as soon as my former aidour happened to 
levive; and having no rival to depiess me by com- 
paiison, nor any ciitick to alarm me Mith objec- 
'tions, I spent day after day m profound tianquilhty, 
•with only so much complacence in my own improve- 
ments, as seived to excite and animate my appli- 
cation 

Thus I lived for some yeais vMth complete ac- 
quiescence in my own plan of conduct, rising eaily 
to read, and dividing the latter pait of the day be- 
tween economy, exercise, and leflection. But in 
tune, I began to find my mind con ti acted and 
stiffened by solitude. My ease and elegance were 
sensibly impaiied; I was no longei able to accom- 
modate myself with readiness to the accidental cui- 
rent of conversation , my notions grew pai ticular and 
paradoxical, and my phraseology formal and un- 
fashionable, I spoke, on common occasions, the 
language of books My quickness of appiehension, 
and celerity of leply, had entiicly deseited me; 
when I delivered my opinion, or detailed my know- 
ledge, I was bewildered by an unseasonable intei ro- 
gatory, disconceited by any slight opposition, and 
overwhelmed and lost in dejection, when the smallest 
advantage was gained against me m dispute I be- 
came decisive and dogmatical, impatient of contra- 
diction, perpetually jealous of my chaiacter, in- 
solent to such as acknowledged my supeiiority, and 
sullen and malignant to all who refused to leceive my 
dictates 

This I soon discoveied to be one of those intel- 
lectual diseases which a wise man should make haste 

to 
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to cure I therefore resolved for a tinro to shut my 
books, and learn again the ait of conversation, to de- 
fecate and clear my mind by brisker motions, and 
stronger impulses , and to unite mjself once more to 
the living generation 

Tor this purpose I hasted to London, and entreated 
one of my academical acquaintances, to introduce 
me into some of the little soeietics of literature, which 
are formed m taverns md cofice houses He was 
pleased with an opportunity of showing me to hi» 
friends, and soon obtained me admission among a 
select companj of curious men, who met once a 
week to o'thilaiate their studies, md compare tlicir 
acquisitions 

Tlie eldest and most venerable of this society was 
Ilirstitus, who, after the first civilities of my reception, 
found means to introduce tlie mention of his favourite 
studies, by a severe censure of those who want tlio due 
regard for tlieir native countij He informed me, 
that ho had early withdrawn his attention from fo 
reign trifles, and that since he begun to addict liis 
mind to serious and manly studies, he had very care- 
fully amassed all the Etiglish books tliat were pnnted 
in the black character This search ho had pursued 
so diligently, that he was able to show tlie deficiencies 
of the best c vtaloguos He had long since completed 
his Cotton, had three sheets of Ti everts unknown 
to tlie antiquaries, and wanted to a perfect Pynson 
but two volumes of which one was promised him as a 
legacy by its present possessor, and the other he was 
resolved to buy, at whatever price, when Qiusqmliui s 
library should be sold Sirsutus had no other rea 


son 
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son for the valuing or slighting a hook, than that it 
■vvas punted in the Momaji or the Gothick letter, nor 
any ideas hut such as his favourite volumes had sup- 
plied; when he was serious, he expatiated on the 
naiiatives of Johan de Trc^isa, and iihen he was 
merry, legaled us with a quotation fiom the Shippc 
ef Foies. 

While I vas listening to this hoary student, Feratus 
entered m a huiiy, and infoimed us with tlie abrupt- 
ness of ecstacy, that ins set ot halfpence 11 as now 
complete, he had just received in a handful of change, 
tlie piece that he had so long been seeking, and could 
noM defy mankind to outgo his collection of English 
copper, 

Chartophylax then observed how fatally human sa- 
gacity as sometimes baffled, and how often the most 
valuable discoveries are made by chance. He had 
employed himself and his emissaries seven years at 
gieat expense to perfect his senes of Gazettes, but 
had long wanted a single paper, Mhich, when he 
despaired of obtaining it, was sent him w rapped round 
a parcel of tobacco. 

Cantilenas turned all his thoughts upon old ballads, 
for he considered them as the genuine records of the 
national taste. He offered to show me a copy of 
The Children m the TFood, nhich he fiimly believed 
to be of the fii st edition, and, by the help of n Inch, 
the text might be freed fiom seveial coiiuptions, if 
this age of barbanty had any claim to such favours 
from him 

]\Iany weie admitted into this society as inferiour 
members, because they had collected old punts and 

neglected 
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neglected pamphlets, or possessed some fragment of 
antiquity, as the seal of an ancient corporation, tlio 
charter of a religious house, the gencalog) of a 
family extinct, or a letter mitten in the reign of 
Jlbxuheth ‘ 

Lvciy one of these virtuosos loohed on' all Ins 
associates as i retches of depraved taste and narrow 
notions Their conversation was, therefore, fretfill 
and naspish, their behaviour brutal, their merriment 
bluntly I sarcastic!,, and then seriousness gloomv and 
suspicious They were totally ignorant of all that 
passes, or has lately passed, in the world, unable to 
discuss any question of religious, political, or mili- 
tary knowledge, equally strangers to science and 
politer learning and without any wish to improve 
their minds, or any other pleasure than that of dis- 
playing rarities, of which they would not suffer others 
to make the proper rise 

Hirsutus gr-tciouelv informed me. that the number 
of their society was limited, but that I might sometimes 
attend as an auditor, I was pleased to hnd myself m 
no danger of an honour, which I could not have wil- 
lingly accepted, nor gracefully refused, and left them 
without any intention of ictummg for I soon found 
that the suppression of those liabits with which I was 
vitiated, rcquiied association with men very different 
from this solemn race 

I am, SIR, S.C 

VlVACUlBS 


It 
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It is natural to feel grief or indignation, Avhen any 
tiling necessary or useful is wantonly •wasted, 01 negli- 
gently destroyed; and therefore my correspondent 
cannot be blamed for looking with uneasiness on the 
waste of life. Leisure and curiosity might soon make 
great advances in useful knowledge, w'eie they not 
diverted by minute emulation and laborious trifles 
It may, however, somewhat mollify his anger to reflect, 
that perhaps none of the assembly w'hich he describes, 
was capable of any nobler employment, and that he 
who does his best, however little, is ahvays to be 
distinguished from him who does nothing. ‘Whatever 
busies the mind without corrupting it, has at least this 
use, that it rescues the day from idleness, and he that 
is never idle will not often be vitious. 
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Numb 178 SArvuD at, November 30, 17 Si,. 

Pars samtatu xdlt saaarta fwt Seheci* 

To yield to remedies js balf the cure 


pYTH 4GORAS \s reported to ha*e required from 
those ^\hom he instructed in philosophy a proba- 
tionary silcnfce of hve ^ears Whether this prohibition 
of speech extended to all the parts of this time, as 
seems generally to be supposed, or uas to be observed 
only in the school or m the presence of their master, 
as IS more probable, it was sufficient to discover tlie 
pupils di«»position , to try vihctber he vvas vsilUng to 
pay the puce of learning, or whether he was one of 
those whose ardour was ratlier violent than lasting 
and who expected to grow wise on other temiA than 
those of patience and obedience 

Many of the blessings universally desired, are veiy 
frequently wanted, because most men, when they 
should labour, content tlicmsclves to complain, and 
rather linger in a state in which they cannot be at 
rest, tlian improve their condition by vigour and reso 
lution 

Providence has fixed the limits of human enjoy- 
ment by immovable boundanes, and has set different 
gratificitions at such a distance from each other, that 
no art or power can bring tliem together This great 
law It is the business of cveiy rational being to un 
derstand, that life may not pass away in an attempt 
to make contradictions consistent, to combine opposite 

qualities, 
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qualities, and to unite things which the nature of their 
being must always keep asunder 

Of two objects tempting at a distance on contiary 
sides, it is impossible to approach one but by leceding 
from the other , by long deliberation and dilatory pro- 
jects, they may be both lost, but can never be both 
trained It is, therefoie, necessaiy to compaie them, 
and, when we have detei mined the piefeience, to with- 
draw our eyes and our thoughts at once from that 
which reason directs us to reject. This is moie neces- 
sary, if that which we are foisaking has the power of 
delighting the senses, oi filing the ia ncy Pie that 
once tuins aside to the alluiements of unlawful plea- 
sure, can have no secuiity that he shall ever legain the' 
paths of viitue 

The philosophick goddess of Boethius, having le- 
lated the stoiy of Orpheus, who, wlien he had leco- 
vered his wife from the dominions of death, lost her 
again by looking back upon her m the confines of 
light, concludes with a very elegant and forcible appli- 
cation Whoever you are that endeavour to elevate 
your minds to the illuminations of Heaven, consider 
yourselves as represented in this jahle, for he that is 
onee so far overcome as to turn back his eyes towards 
the infei nal caverns, loses at the frst sight all that in- 
f lienee vohieh attracted him on high: 

Vos liasc fabula respicit, 

Quicunqiie in superum diem 
Mentera duceie qumritis 
Nam qm Taitareum in specus 
Victus lumina flexent, 

Quidqmd piaicipuura train t, 

Peidit, duni Mdet mfcios. 


It 
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It may be observed, in general, that (he future 13 
purchased by the present It is not possible to secure 
distant or permanent happiness but by the forbearance 
of some immediate gratification Tins is so evidently 
true nith regard to the nbole of our eMstence, that all 
the precepts of theology have no other tendency than 
to enforce a life of faith, a life regulated not by 
our senses, hut our belief, a life in which pleasures 
are to be refused for fear of invisible punishments, 
and calamities sometimes to be sought, and always 
endured, m hope of rewards- that shall be obtamed in 
another state 

Even if we tale into our view only tliat particle of 
our duration uhich is terminated bj' the grave, it will 
bo found that we cannot enjoy one part of life be- 
yond the common limitations of pleasure, but by an- 
ticipating some of the satisfaction which should ex- 
hilarate tlie following years The beat of jouth 
may spread happiness into wild luxuriance, but the 
radical vigour requisite to mahe it perennial is ex- 
hausted, and all that can be hoped afterwards is 
languor and sterihty 

The reigning errour of mankind is, that we are not 
content with die conditions on which the goods of 
life are granted No man is insensible of the value of 
knowledge, the advantages of health, or the conveni 
ence of plenty, but every day shows us those on whom 
the conviction is without effect 

Knowledge is praised and desired b) multitudes 
whom her charms could nevei rouse from the couch 
of sloth, whom the lauitest invitation of plea^uie 
draws away from their studies to whom any other 
method of wearing out the day is more eligible than 

the 
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the use of books, and who are more easily engaged by 
any conversation, than such as may rectify their notions 
or enlarge their comprehension. 

Every man that has felt pain, knows how little all 
otlier comforts can gladden him to w'hom health is 
denied. Yet who is there does not sometimes hazard 
it for the enj03'ment of an hour^ All assemblies of 
jollity, all places of publick entertainment, 'exhibit 
examples of stiength wasting in not, and beauty 
withering in irregularity; nor is it easy to entei a 
house in which part of the family is not groaning in 
repentance of past intcmpeiance, and pait admitting 
disease by negligence, or soliciting it by luxuiy. 

Theie is no pleasuie which men of every age and 
sect have moic generally agreed to mention with con- 
tempt, than the gratifications of the palate , an enter- 
tainment so far removed from intellectual happiness,- 
that scaicely the most shameless of the sensual herd 
have daicd to defend it* yet even to this, the low'est 
of our delights, to tins, though neither quick nor 
lasting, is health A\ith all its activity and sprightliness 
daily sacrificed , and for this are half the miseries 
endured which urge impatience to call on death. 

The whole woild is put in motion by the wish for 
riches and the diead of poverty. Who, then, wnuld 
not imagine that such conduct as will inevitably de- 
stroy what all are thus labouring to acquire, must 
generally be avoided? That he who spends moie 
than he receives, must in time become indigent, can- 
not be doubted; but, how evident soever this conse- 
quence may appear, the spendthrift moves in the whirl 
of pleasure with too much rapidity to keep it before 
his eyes, and, in the intoxication of gayety, grows 
12 eveiy 
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ciery diy poorer without any such sense of approach 
mg rum as rs sufficient to mVo him into caution 
Many complaints aie made of tlie miseiy of life, 
and indeed it must he confessed that ac are subject 
to calamities by ahich the good and bad, the diligent 
and slothful, the vigilant and heedless, aro equally 
afflicted But surely, though some indulgence may 
be allowed to groans extorted by inevitable miseiy, no 
man has a right to repine at evils which, against warn- 
ing, against experience, he deliberately and leisurely 
brings upon his ow n head , or to consider himselt as 
debarred from hapi mess by such obstacles as resolution 
may break or dexterity may put aside 

Great numbers who quarrel with their condition, 
have wanted not the powci but tlie will to obtain a 
bettor state They have never coiitcmplatod the difTor- 
cnce between good and evil suflicicntlj to quicken 
aversion, or invigorate desire they have indulged a 
drowsy thoughtlessness or giddy levity, have com- 
mittod the balance of choice to the management of 
capnee, and when they have long accustomed them- 
selves to receive all that chance olTercd them, without 
examination, lament at last that they find themselves 
deceived 
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Kumb. 179 . Tuesday, December 3, 1751. 


Pc; petiw 7 mi pitbno'icm agitarc solchaf Jt v, 

Deinoc) this would feed liis spleen, and shake 

His sides and shouldcis till he felt them akc Drydev. 

I^'VERY man, says Tullif^ has tuo chaiacteis, 
one which he pai takes t\ ith all mankind, and by 
which he is distinguished fiom biutc animals; anothei 
%vhich disci miinates him fioin the lest of his own 
species, and impresses on him a manner and temper 
peculiar to himself, this particulai chaiacter, if it be 
not repugnant to the laws of geneial humanity, it is 
always his business to cultivate and picscrve 

Every hour furnishes some confirmation of Tully's 
precept It seldom happens, that an assembly of 
pleasuie is so happily selected, but that some one finds 
admission, with whom the rest aic descivedly offended; 
and it wall appeal, on a close inspection, that scaice 
any man becomes eminently disagi eeable, but by a 
departuie from his leal chaiactei, and an attempt at 
something for which natme 01 education has left him 
unqualified. 

Ignorance or dulness have indeed no power of 
affoiding delight, but they never give disgust except 
wffen they assume the dignity of knowledge, 01 ape 
the spiightliness of wut Aw'kwaifiness and inelegance 
have none of those attractions by wdiich ease and po- 
liteness take possession of the heait; but ridicule and 
2 ■censiue 
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censuie seldom use agnmst them, unless thej appear 
associated mtli that confidence which belongs only 
to long acquaintance with the modes of life, and to 
consciousness of unfailing propiiety of behavioui 
Defoiinity itself is regarded with tenderness rither 
than aversion, when it docs not attempt to deceive the 
sight by dress and decoration, and to seize upon tie 
titious claims the prerogatives of beauty 

He that stands to contemplate the crow ds that fill 
the streets of a populous city, will see many passen- 
gers whose air and motion it will be difficult to be 
hold without contempt and laughter, but it he exa 
mines what are the appearances that thus powerfully 
excite his risibility, he will find among them neither 
poverty nor disease, nor anv mvoluntaiy or painful 
defect The disposition to derision and insult is 
awakened by the softness of foppery, the sv ell of 
insolence the liveliness of levity, 01 the solemnity of 
grandeur, by the sprightly trip, the stately stalk the 
formal strut, and the lofty mien , by gestures intended 
to catch the eye, and by looks elaborately formed as 
evidences of importance 

It has I think, been some times urged in favour of 
affectation, that it is only a mistake of the means to 
a good end, and that the intention with which it is 
practised IS always to please If all attempts to in 
novate tlie constitutional or habitual character liave 
really proceeded from publicfc spint and love ot otheis, 
the world has hitherto been siiflicicntlv um;ratetul, 
since no return but scorn has yet been made to the 
most difficult of all enterpnse-, a contest with na‘ure 
1101 has an\ pity been shown to the fatigues of labour 
Q 2 which 
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which nevei- succeeded, and the uneasiness of disguise 
by V Inch nothing n as concealed. 

It seems theiefore to be determined by the gene- 
ral suffiage of mankind, that he who decks himself 
in adscititious qualities rathei purposes to command 
applause than impait pleasuie, and he is theiefoie 
treated as a man n ho, by an unieasonable ambition, 
USUI ps the place in society to n Inch he has no right. 
Piaise is seldom paid with willingness even to incon- 
testable merit, and it can be no onder that he who 
calls for it without desert is lepulsed with univeisal 
indignation. 

Affectation naturally countci feits those excellencies 
which are placed at the gieatest distance from possi- 
bility of attainment We aie conscious of oui own 
defects, and eageily endeavoui to supply them by 
artificial excellence, nor would such efforts be 
W'holly without excuse, were they not often excited 
by ornamental trifles, which he, that thus anxiously 
stiuggles for the leputation of possessing them, w'ould 
not have been knowm to want, had not his mdustiv 
quickened obseivation 

Gelasimiis passed the fiist part of his life in acade- 
mical piivacy and rural retirement, without any othei 
conveisation than that of scholais, giave, studious, 
and abstracted as himself He cultivated the mathe- 
matical sciences with indefatigable diligence, disco- 
vered many useful theorems, discussed with great ac- 
curacy the resistance of fluids, and, though his 
piiority w^as not geneially acknowledged, was the 
first wdio fully explained all the pioperties of the 
catenaiian curve. 

Learning, 
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Learning, when U nsca to eminence, will be ob 
«cne(l m time, whatever mists iiw} happen to sur 
round It GclasiimiSf in his forty ninth) car, wasdis 
tinguished by those who have the rewards of I now- 
ledge in their hands and called out to display his 
hcquisUions for the iionotir of his countr) and add 
dignity by his presence to philosojiiiical assemblies 
Ab he did not suspect Ins undtness for common 
affair^, ’he felt no reluctance to obty the invitation, 
and what he did not feel he had jet too much honesty 
to feign lie entered into the world as a larger and 
more populous college, where his pcrfonnancos would 
be more publick, and his renown farther extended , 
and imagined tliat he should find Ins reputation 
univeisall) prevalent, and the infiucncc of learning 
every where the same 

1 Ht» merit intioduccd him to splendid tables and 
elegant acquaintance, but he did not find himself 
olwa\s qualified to join m the conversation He 
was distic^scd by Civilities, which lie knew not how 
to repay, and entangled in many ceremonial per- 
plcMtics, from whicli his books and diagrams could 
not extricate him He w is sometimes unluckily cii 
gaged m disputes with ladies, wiili whom algebraic 
axioms had no great weighty and saw many wiiose 
favour and esteem he could not but desire, to whom 
he was very little recommended bj ins theories of the 
tides, or his approximations to the quadnture of the 
ciicle 

Gelasimus dia not want penetration to discover, that 
no charm was more generally irresistible than that of 
easy facetiousness and flowing hilarity He saw that 
diversion was more frequently welcome than improve 
Q 3 ment , 
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merit; that authority and seiiousness iieie rather 
feared than loved , and that the grave scholar' was a 
hmd of imperious ally, hastily dismissed -vihen his 
assistance iias no longer necessaiy He came to a 
sudden 1 esolution of thi ow mg olf those cumbrous orna- 
ments of leaining which hindered his reception, and 
commenced a man of wit and jocularity L'tteily un- 
acquainted with eveiy topick of merriment, ignorant 
of the modes and follies, the vices and viitues of man- 
kind, and unfurnished with any ideas but such as 
Pappus and clumedes had given him, he began to 
silence all inquiries with a jest instead of a solution, 
ej^tended his face with a gun, which he mistook for a 
smile, and in the place of a scientifick discourse, le- 
tailed in a new language, foimed between the college 
and the tavern, tlie intelligence of the newspaper 
' Laughter, he knew, was a token of alacrity, and, 
theiefoie, whatevei he said or heaid, he w’as careful 
not to fail in that gieat duty of a wit If he asked 
or told the hour of the day, if he complained of heat 
or cold, stirred the fiie, or filled a glass, lemoved his 
chan, or snuffed a candle, he ahvays found some oc- 
casion to laugh The jest w as indeed a secret to all 
but himself, but habitual confidence m his own dis- 
cernment hindered him from suspecting any weakness 
or mistake He wmndered that his wut was so little 
undei stood, but expected that his audience would 
compiehend it by degrees, and peisisted all his life to 
show by gross buffoonery, how' little the strongest 
faculties can perform beyond the limits of their own, 
pi ovuice 
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Numb iso Satukdai, December 7 , 1751 


T«2t I Kc cep ? ffSi» ftxTrt S f-rixu^et xce 

nS T xttl fnTi'"} xAt T (( at f AlTO>IEDO\ 

On life on TOOTals be th) ihoogbts crnploj d 
Leave to tbe schools their atoms and their %oid 

IT IS somcuhere related hy Lt CkiCy tint ii wealthy 
trader of good understanding, Imying the com 
rmn ambition to breed his «on a schohr, earned 
him to an unucrbil), rcsoUmg to use his own judg 
ment in the choice of a tutor lie had been taught, 
by whatever intelligence, the nearest wn) to the 
heart of an acadcinick, and at Ins arrival enter- 
tained all who came about him with such profusion, 
that the professors were lured by the smell of his 
table from their books, mil flocked round him w ith 
all the cringes of aw k\\ ai d complaisance This, eager- 
ness answered the merchants pm pose he glutted 
them with delicacies, and softened them with caresses, 
till he prevailed upon one after another to open hjs 
bosom, and make a discovery of his competitions 
jealousies and resentments IlaMng thus learned 
each mans character, partly from himself, and paitly 
from Ills acquaintances, licrcsohcd to find some othei 
education for his son, and went away convinced, tint 
a scholastick life has no other tendencj than to vitiate 
the morals and contract the undei standing nor would 
he afterwards hear with patience the praises of the 
q 4 ancient 
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ancient authors, being persuaded that scholais of all 
ae;es must have been the same, and that Xenophon 
and Occ7owere professors of some foimer uni\er- 
sit}’, and theiefore mean and selfish, ignorant and 
servile, like those whom he had lately visited and 
forsaken. 

Envy, cuiiosity, and a sense of the imperfection 
ofoui picscnt state, incline us to estimate the ad- 
vantages which are in the possession of otliei s above 
their real value Eveiy one must ha\e lemaiked, 
what po\^elS and prerogatives the vulgai imagine to 
be conferred by learning A man of science is ex- 
pected to excel the unletteied and unenlightened even 
on occasions where literatui e is of no use, and among 
wealc minds, loses part of his reveience, by discover- 
ing no supeiiority in those parts of life, in which all 
are unavoidably equal , as when a monarch makes a 
progiess to the remoter piovdnces, the lusticks are said 
sometimes to ondcr that they find him of the same 
size with themselves 

These demands of prejudice and folly can never be 
satisfied , and therefoie many of the imputations m Inch 
learning suffers from disappointed ignoiance, aie 
without repioach But there are some failuies, to 
which men of study aie peculiaily exposed Every 
condition has its disadvantaues The circle of knoiv- 
ledge is too wide for the most active and diligent 
intellect, and while science is puisued, other accom- 
plishments are neglected , as a small garrison must 
leave one pait of an extensive foiticss naked, when 
an alarni calls them to another 

The learned, however, might generally support 
then dignity with more success, if they suffered not 

themseh os 
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themselves to be iniilcd by the desire of superfluous 
attainments Baphacl^ in return to inquincs 

into the courses of the stars, ami the icvolulions of 
heaven, counsels him tovvithdiivi his mind from idle 
speculations, and employ his faculties upon nearer 
and more interesting objects, the survej of lus ovvn 
life, the subjection ot Ills pas 10ns, the knoulcdge of 
duties nhidli must doilj be pcrfoimcd, and tlie dctcc" 
tion of dangers which must dailj be incurred 

This angebek counsel every man of letters should 
aluajs h ive bcfoic bun lie tint devotes himself to 
retned study naturally sinks fiom omission to forget- 
fulness of social duties, he must be therefore some- 
times auakened and recalled to the general condition 
of mankind 

I am far from anj intention to limit cunositj, or 
confine the labours of learning to orb of immediate 
and necessity use It is only from the various cssajs 
of experimental industry, and the vague excursions 
of minds sent out upon dbcovcrv, that any advance- 
ment of knowledge can be expected, and, tliough 
many must be disappointed in their labours, jet tlicy 
are not to be charged with having spent their time 
vn vavn, dvtvr csauvple contnbvitcd to wspvTc evwu 
htioh, and their miscarnages taught otlieis the way 
to success 

But the distant hope of being one clay ucpful or 
eminent, ought not to mislead us too far from that 
study, w hicii is equally requisite to the great and mean, 
to the celebrated ind obscure, the art of inodciating 
the desires, of rcpiessing the appetites and of conuli 
ating or retaining the favour of mankind 


No 
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No man can imagine the course of his own life, or 
the conduct of the woild around him, unwoithy his 
attention; yet, among the sons of learning, many seem 
to have thought of e^ery thing lather than of them- 
selves, and to have obseived eveiy thing but what 
passes befoie their eyes Many Mho toil thiough the 
intricacy of complicated systems, aie insupeiably em- 
barrassed with the least perplexity in common affairs ; 
many who compaic the actions, and ascertain the 
characters of ancient heroes, let their own days glide 
away without examination, and suffer vitious habits 
to encroach upon then minds without resistance or 
detection. 

The most frequent 1 eproach of the scholastick race 
is the want of foititude, not maitial but philosophick 
hlen bred in shades and silence, taught to immuie 
themselves at sunset, and accustomed to no other 
weapon than syllogism, may be allowed to feel ten our 
at personal danger, and to be disconceited by tumult 
and alarm. But why should he whose life is spent in 
contemplation, and whose business is only to discover 
truth, be unable to rectify the fallacies of imagination, 
01 contend successfully agaiii'^t pic)udice and passion^ 
To what end has he read and meditated, if he gives 
up his understanding to false appeal ances, and suffeis 
himself to be enslaved by fcai of evils to which only 
folly or vanity can expose him, 01 elated by advan- 
tages to w^hich, as they aie equally confeiied upon the 
good and bad, no real dignity is annexed 

Such, however, is the state of the woild, that the 
most obsequious of the slaves of piide, the most rap- 
tuious of the gazers upon wealth, the most officious 

of 
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of the \thispererS|Of grcntiicw, nic collected from sc 
imnanes appiopnateJ to the studj of \\i«dom and of 
virtue, viheic it was intended that appetite should 
learn to be content with little, and that hope should 
aspire lonlj to honours ninth no human poncr can 
gne or ti! e anaj 

1 he 1 student, nhen he comes forth into the world, 
instead of congi atulatmg liiin'scll upon Ins cvemption 
fiom the erroura of those uhoac opinions have been 
formed by accident or custom, and who live nithoiit 
any certain principles of conduct, is commonly in 
haste to mingle with the innltitude, and show his 
spnghtlincbs and ductility by an expeditious compli- 
ance Mitli fashions 01 vices The first smile of a man, 
whose fortune gives him povvci to icward hia depend 
ants commonly cnclnnts him heyond resistance, tlie 
glare of equipage, the sweets of htxiiiy, the liberality 
of general promises, the softness of habitual affability, 
fill his imagination, and he soon ccises to have any 
any other wish than to be well icceived or any mea- 
sure of right and vi rong but the opinion of his patron 

A man flattcied and obeyed, learns to exact grosser 
adulation, and enjoin low ci submission Neither our 
vartues nor vices aie all our own If there were no 
cowardice, there wou\d be lilflc in oknee, pride 
cannot rise to any great degree, but by the concur 
lence of blandishment or the sufferance of tameness 
Ihe wretch who would sin ink and crouch before one 
that should dait his eyes upon him with the spirit of 
naturaj equalitv, becomes cipricious and tyrannical 
when he sees him«clf approached with a downcast 
look, and hears the soft address of awe and servility 

To 
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To those who are -nulling to purchase favour by 
cringes and compliance, rs to be imputed the htuigii- 
tmess that leaves nothing to be hoped by finnness 
and integiity 

If, instead of wandci ing after the meteors of philo- 
sophy, which fill tlic noild nith “ijilcncloui for a^^hilc, 
and then sink and are foi gotten, the candidates of 
learning fixed then eyes upon the pcnnancnl liistie of 
moral and religious truth, they nould find a more cci- 
tain direction to happiness A little plausibility of 
discourse, and acquaintance nilh imneccssaiy specu- 
lations, is deaily pui chased, nhen it excludes tliosc 
instructions vihich fortifv tlie heaiL nith rcsolutiop, 
and exalt the spint to independence. 
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Numb 181 Tops’dai, Becembei 10, 1751 


— — ' iTeu JiuiUm dvhvtspe penduhu horct IIoB 

^or let me floit in fortunes pow r 

J^epcndaiit on the future hour Tb ihCls 


To the RAMBLER 

SIR, 

AS I Invc pissed mucH of my life in disquiet and 
suspen«c, and lo^t miny opportunities of advan 
tigc by a passion which I have reason to believe pre- 
valent in different degrees over a great part of man 
kind, I cannot but think mjsclf well qualified to warn 
those who me yet uncaptnated of the danger wluclx 
they incur by placing thenischcs \nthin its influence 
I served an apprenticeship to a Imen draper, with 
uncommon leputUion for diligence and fidelity and 
at the age of three and twenty opened n shop for my- 
self With a laigc stoci and such credit among all the 
inerchantu, who weic acquainted with iny mastci, that 
I could command wiiatcvcr was imported cuiious or 
Valuable Tor five jear* I proceeded with success 
proportionate to close application and untainted mte- 
giity was a daring bidder it cvei’V sale, ahvajs pud 
my notes befoie they were due and advanced fast m 
commercial reputation, thatl wis pioverbially maiked 
out as tlie model of >oung tiaders ind evciy one e\- 
pccted tint a feu ycais would make me an aJdciman 

In 
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In this couisc ol (ncn I oar <iri% 

pcisuadcd to huy n tuKrt iti tht lotlci} 'J lif* sinn 
Mas incon^uU lahlc. p.ul v.iis to i)r lop.utl tMOUuh 
foilunu miaiit fad to l.ivoiu nu , and tlx tr lore nsy 
cslabli'^hcd inaMin-' of jniuaiiu did not o 'ti.un in^ 
fiom '^o tiidinit an c\]K‘nna nl. '1 la, lu Kd la\ a!naj-t 
foi^ottcn tdl iIk' linit at uhadi ( ,f iv m nA lat' va'> to 

O • 

be dctei mined, noi <lid th( .'fi.ui (vm tl-ui ‘^ffin 
of anv impoitancc, tdl I di^iij^tud la, tM pidda k 
pajicis that tlie nundici lu M to nma had (onfnod 
the ^leat pii/c. 

]\Iy lieail leaped at tla* tlaamht ot Mich an .ip- 
proach to sudden uclu’-, ulmh I (on-idfird in\:(!t, 
liOMCvei contiaidy to the lavs of (.ompnlalion, a> 
bavin" missed bv a single clianrc , and I could not 
foibcar to icvolvc the ( oii'crpicnces Mhah such n 
bounteous allotment Mould have pioduced, d n had 
happened to me 'Ihi'i dieain ot Ichcilv, h\ de"u<s, 
took possession of 111} imagination 'I'he gieat deliiiht 
of m) sohtai) houis w.is to purchase an o-tatc, and 
foim plantations with money which once might laue 
been mine, and I never met my fi lends but I spoiled 
all thcii meiiimcnt bypeijietual comjilaints of my ill 
luck 

At length anothei lottciy was opened, and I had 
now so heated 1113 imagination with the piospcct of a 
piize, that I should have jnessed among the fust pui- 
chasers, had not my ai doui been w ithhcld b) delibc- 
lation upon the piobability of success fiom one ticket 
rather than anothei I hesitated long between even 
and odd, considcied the scjuaic and cubick num- 
bers through the lottei y , examined all those to w Inch 
good luck had been hithcito annexed, and at last 

fixed 
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fived upon one, '(Inch, bj some secret relation to the 
events of iny lift I thought picdestined to mike me 
hupps Delay in grcit affairs is often mi'clucsous^ 
the ticket « IS 'old, and its possessor could not bo 
found 

I leturned to my conjectures, and, after many arts 
of piQgnostititioii, fixed upon nnotlicr chiiice, but 
luth less confidence Never did captive, lieu, or lover, 
feel so much vexation from the slow pace of time, as I 
suffered between the purdiasc of my ticket and the 
distribution of the prizes I solaced my uneasiness as 
well as I could, by frequent contempl itions of ap 
preaching happiness, vvhen the sun rose I knew jt 
would set, and coiigratnjatcd myself at night that I 
was so much nearer to my wishes At lu't the day 
came, my ticket appeared, and revv aided all my tare 
and sagacity with i despicable prize of fifty pounds 

Sly friends, who honestly rejoiced upon my success, 
were very coldly received, I hid myself a fortnight in 
the country, tint my cliagim might fume away without 
observation, and then returning to my shop, beg into 
listen after another lottery 

With the news of a lottery I was soon gratified 
and having non found the vanity of conjecture and 
ineflicacy of computation, I i csolv cd to tal e the 
prize by violence, and thcicfoic bought foity tickets 
not omitting however, to divide them between tin 
even and odd numbers, that I might not ini's the 
lucky cla's Slany conclu'ions did I form, and nidiiy 
experiments did I try, to dctcrinmo from which of 
those tickets I might most reason ihly (.vpect riches 
At 1 v't, being unable to 'atisfy mvself bv anv modes of 


1 1 1'onmg, 
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leasoning, I wrote the numbcis upon dice, and allotted 
five hours evciy day to the amusement of thioning 
them in a gariet, and, examining the event by an ex- 
act registei, found, on the c\ening before the letter}- 
was diann, that one of mv numbers had been turned 
up five times more than any of the icst m thicc bun- 
dled and thirty thousand tin on s 

This expcninciit was fallacious, the fiist day pie- 
sented the hopeful ticket, a detestable blank The rest 
came out with difleient foitune, and in conclusion I 
lost thiity pounds by this great ad\cntnrc 

I had now n holly changed the cast of m} bcha\ioui 
and the conduct of my life Tlie shop nas for the 
most part abandoned to my seivants, and it 1 entered 
it, my thoughts weie so engiossed by my tickets, that 
I scarcely heard or answeied a question, but consi- 
dered evciy customci as an mtiudei upon my medita- 
tions, whom I nas in haste to despatch. I mistook the 
piice of my goods, committed blunders in my bills, 
foigot to file my leceipts, and neglected to legulate my 
books My acquaintances by degrees began to fall 
away, but I peiceived the decline of my business witli 
little emotion, because whatever dcficiencc there might 
be m my gams, I espected the next lottery to supply 
Miscaiiiage natui ally pi oduces diffidence; I began 
now to seek assistance agamst ill luck, by an alliance 
with those that had been moie successful I inquired 
diligently at nhat office any prize had been sold, 
that I might purchase of a propitious vendei , so-* 
licited those who had been fortunate in former lot- 
teries, to paitake with me in my new tickets, and 
whenever I met w ith one that had m any event of his 

life 
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life been cmincntl} prosperous, I incited Iiim to take 
u larger elnrc I had, b) this rule of conduct, so dif 
fused m) interest, llml I bad a fourth part of fifteen 
tickets, an eighth of forty, and a si\tLcnth of ninct} 

I nmted for the decision of 013 fate nitli in) fonner 
palpitations, and looked upon the business of ni) 
trade with the usual neglect nic wheel at lost was 
turnef!, and its rcvolutioiH biotight me a long sue* 
cission of sorrowa and disappointnicnU I indeed 
often parlool of i small prize, and the loss of one d ly 
was genciallv balanced b) tlic gam of the next , but 
111) dc ires )cl remained un atisficd, and when one of 
111) chmees had failed, oU in) expectation was sus 
pended on those which reniaimd )ct uiidctennmcd 
\l last a prize of five thousand pounds w us proclaimed , 
I caught fire at the Cf), and inquiring ilic number, 
found It to be one of my ottn tickets, which I had 
divided among those on whose luck I depended, and 
of winch I had retained only a sixteenth part 
\ ou will casil) judge with what detestation of him 
‘self, a man thus intent upon gain reflected that he had 
sold a prize wlncli was once in Ins possession It was 
to no purpose that I rcprCvCntcd to iii) mind the iin 
possibility of recalling the past or the foil) of con 
dcmning an act, winch ou)) its event, an event which 
no human iniclhgenct could foitice, proved to be 
wrong Ihc prize wlncli, lliougli put in my hands, 
had been suffered to slip from me, filled me witii 
anguish, and knowing that complaint would onl) ex- 
pose me to ridicule, I gave m)self up silently to grief, 
and lost by dcgices my appetite and in) rest 

Aly indisposition soon bccamevisible , I wuo visited 
by my friends, and among tliern by Eumaihes, a 
VoL VI It clergviTian, 
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clcrg3’man, -whose ])ict) and Icainini*' gave Inm such 
an dscendcint o\ei me, that 1 could notieluse to open 
my heal t Thcie aic, said he, lew 11111 id‘' suOiciently 
firm to be tiusted in the hands ol cliance M hoevei 
finds himself inclined to anticipate fiitmity, and exalt 
possibility to cci unity, should avoid c\ery kind of 
casual adveiiLuic, since his giief must he always pio- 
poitioiiate to his hope. You ha\c long wasted that 
time, vihicli, by a ]nopci apphcalion, viould haie 
ceitainly, though model atcly, iiici eased } our foi tunc, 
in a label ions and aiiMous puisuit of a species of gam, 
which no labour 01 aii\iety, no ait or expedient, can 
secuieoi piomote You aie now fietting away your 
life in lepentaiice of an act, against which lepentance 
can give no caution, but to avoid the occasion ot com- 
mitting it. House fioni this lazy di earn ot toituilous 
1 idles, which, it obtained, }ou could scaicely have 
enjoyed, because they could confer no consciousness 
of deseit, letinn to lational and manly mdusti), and 
considei the mcie gift of luck as below the caic ot a 
w ise man. 


I 
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Numb 183 Swvnvw, Dccemlcr ti, 17SI 

I 

Dttfs qvt fitrx Tult, 

1 1 Clio vttUJitrt JuvssAi^ 

The lust of \ eallli can never bear delay 

tT has been obsened in a late paper, tlnt^tc are 
unrcuonal)]} desirous to scpnnle tlic t^oocls oi life 
flam tliosc evils which Providence Ins connected mth 
tlicm, nnd to ntch ndvmtinca without pa>mg the 
pntc at winch the, aic offered Us 1 very mm wiahcs 
to be nch, but verv few Invc the powers neccs'ar) to 
ni c a udden fortune, either b) new discoveries, or 
by supeiioHtv of skill main necessary employment, 
and, ainoiig lower undtistamhng« nnny want tlio 
iiiinncss nnd industry icqubitc to regular gain and 
gradual acqui-»ilions 

From the Jiopc of rnjOMiig nfTluencc by methods 
more compend oiis tlnn those ot labour, and more 
"cnci illy pncticiblc Unn tlusc of tjemus, procculs 
the common inchintion fo cxpciiincnt and hazard, 
and tint wilhngnc to snatch all opportunities of 
growing ricii by cl ance, which whrn it has once 
token possession of the mind, la seldom driven out 
eithei by time or argumml, but continues tow note 
Jife m perpetual delusion, and generally ends m 
wretchedness nnd want 

The folly of untimely exultation and visionary pro 
fpcrity, 13 by no means peculiar to the purchasers of 
R 2 tickets , 
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tickets , thcie are multitudes \\hosc life is nothing but 
a continual lottciy, ulioaic always uithin a feu months 
of plenty and happiness, and how oitcn sotvei they aie 
moc^'ed with blanks, expect a pii/ie fiom the next 
adventuic. 

Amons: the most le'^olutc and aident of the votaiies 
of chance, may be numbeicd the moitals whose hope 
IS to idise theinscUes b^ a wealthy match ; who lay 
out all then industiy on the as'^iduitics of couitship, 
and sleep and w'akc with no other ideas than of tieats, 
compliments, guaidians, and iivals 

One of the most indchitigab’c of this clas«, is my 
old fiiend Lcvicidus, w-hom I have never know;i for 
thiity yeais without some mati I monial project of ad- 
vantage Le'oiciilus was bicd under a inei chant, 
and by the graces of his peison, the spi ightlincss of 
his piattle, and the neatne'^s of his diess, so much 
enamouicd his mastei s second daughtei, a giil of 
sixteen, that she dcdaicd hei icsolution to have no 
other IiusLand IIci Icthci, aftei having clnddcn 
her for undutifulness, consented to the match, not 
much to the satisfaction of Lcriculiii, wlio was suf- 
ficiently elated w ith his conquest to think himself en^- 
titled to a larger foitune lie w’as, howevei, soon 
lid of hib peiplcxity, foi his misticss died befoie their 
maniaire. 

O 

He was now' so w'cll satislied with his ow'n ac- 
complishments, that he dctci mined to commence 
foi tune-huntei , and when his appicnticeship ex- 
pired, instead of beginning, as was expected, to 
walk the exchange witli a lace of impoitance^ 01 
associating himseli with those w'ho weie most emi- 
nent for their knowledge of the stocl^s, he at once 
11 thiew 



N 182 THE EAAIBLER 245 

thfcir off the solemnity of the countinfr hou‘=c, equip 
ped himself \Mth a nioJisIi wig listened to wits in 
coffee houses pA^sc 1 i is ct tilings bemnd the 'scenes 
m the theiti Icaniul the niine<? of bcniitics of 
quality, immniLd the last stinzafe of fi hicnable 
songs, talked 'utb tamiliiut^ oi high pli), boasted 
of dusi achie>urjait upon driwcry and coichmcn, 
was often i brouiht to his lodgings at midnight in a 
chair, told with negligence and jocularity of bilking a 
tailor, and non and then let fly a shrewd jest at a 
sober citizen ' 

Thus furnished with incjistiblc artillery, he turned 
his‘battencs upon the female world, and, m the first 
wiimth of selt approbation, proposed no less than 
the possession ot riches and beautv united lie 
therefore paid his cnilities to r/avii/a, the only 
ddUL,htcr of a wealthy shopkeeper, who not being 
accustomed to amorous blandishments, or lespcctful 
addresses, was dchglitcd with the novelty of love, 
and easily suftcred him to conduct her to the play, 
and to meet her whcic she visited LczicuIk? did 
not doubt but her fatJicr, howcier offended by a 
clandestine marriage would soon be reconciled by 
the tears of 1 ns daughter, and Uie merit ot his son in 
law, and was in haste to conclude the afiair But 
the lady liked better to be com ted tlmn married, 
and kept him three years m uncertainty and attend- 
ance At last she fell m love with a young ensign at 
a ball, and ha\ing danced with him all night, married 
him in the morning 

Zeticttlui to avoid the ridicule of his companions, 
took a journey to a small estate in the country, 
where, after his usual inquiries concerning the 
» 3 nymphs 
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nyinphs in the nci!>,lii)Oi.'ri)(>()f! I' 'onivl it proper to 
fall in love null a inaiticii hidy, InenU \rnrs 

older than liiimclt, Ibrniio'^e f.uom liflcnj nrplnnt 
and neiccs were m peipelual tontentum dhey 
hovered round her v.ith such Jctdous olhetou^nc'-s, 
as scarcely left a moment v.icant foi a lo\ci Jx- 
viculus, nevei thcless, disca\eie(l his passion in a Ict- 
tci, and AUiiia could not nithslaml the plcisuie of 
hearing vons and ‘^ighs, and llatleues anti ]note-ta- 
tio’ns She adnntted lus Mbits enjoyed, for fue )c.in, 
the hapjmicss of keeping all lici e\prilanl-> in per- 
petual alarms, and amused hcuclt nitli the \anons 
stiatagems nhich ncie praciised to di^cngagt lui 
alTections Sometimes she na^ adii^ed nidi gieat 
oaincslness to ttavcl foi hei health, and sometimes 
intreated to keep hu hiothei s hou'.c Mans '■loi us 
were spread to the dsa'lvanlagc of Lcvilu'us, h\ 
which she common^ seemed nficelcd for a lime, but 
took care soon aflcrnards to cxpic^b lin coiniclion 
of then fahehood Jlut being at last satiated niih 
this ludicious tyianny, she told lici lo\ci, nhen he 
pressed for the icnaid of his sci vices, that she nas 
very sensible of his merit, but nas icsolvcd not to im- 
poveribh an ancient family 

He then rctui ned to the ton n, and soon oftcr lus 
arrival became acquainted nith Lafiomn, a lady dis- 
tinguished by the elegance of her equipage, and the 
reguldiity of her conduct IIci nealth nas CMdent in 
her magnificence, and hci prudence in hci economy, 
and tlierefoie Lcvwulu^, nho had scarcely confidence 
to solicit her favour, readily acquitted foi tune of her 
former debts, nhen he found himsclt distinguished by 
lifer nith such maiks of piefeiencc as anomnn of 
1 3 modesty 
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inodebtyjs dloucd to give He no^^ glc^^ bolder, 
uid ventinc 1 to bre itlic out lus impatience before her 
Siic heard Imn uitliout rcbciitincnt, in time permitted 
Imn to hope for InppinCb**, and at hst fned llic nup 
ti d d IV, luthont a 13 dtnuiaful rcseivc of pm inonc\, 
01 sordid stipuhtjoiis foi jointure, and scttlf meals 

nos liiumphing on the c\e of nuniiag^ 
^\hcn he heard on the staiis the voice of Z<7/ row ws 
maid, vvliom frequent biibcs had staircd in his service 
She *=0011 burst into lus room, and told him that she 
could not sufici him to be longer deceived , that ber 
mistress was now spending the last pajinent of hei 
fortune and was only supported m hci cvpcnsc bj 
the credit of his estate Za/c«//« shuddered to see 
hmisclt so near a precipice, and found that he was 
indebted foi lit® escape to the resentment of the maid, 
who, hiving assisted Zff//e/«a to gam the conquest, 
quarrelled with lici at last about the plunder 
Lcxicultis was non hopeless and disconsolate, till 
one Simda) he saw a hdy m the Mall, whom her 
dress declaicd a widow, and whom, hj the jolting 
prance of hci gait, and the broad resplendence of her 
countenance, he guessed to hwc htcl) buried some 
proopeious citizen lie followed hci home, and found 
her to be no less than the relict ot P) unt the grocer, 
who, having no childicn had bequeathed to hci all 
his debts and dues, and his estates reil and pcisonal 
No formality was necessary in addressing madam 
Prune, and therefore Lctiadus went next morning 
without an introductor Hia declaration was received 
with a loud laugh , she then collected her countenance, 
wondered at his impudence asked if he knew to whom 
he was talking, then showed him the door, and again 
B 4 laughed 
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laughed to find him confused. Lcucuhts di''Co\cied 
that this roaisencss m as nothing inoi c tlian tlic coquetry 
of CoiuhilL and next day retmned to tlie attack He 
soon giew famihai to hci dialect, ai d in a ten wcri.s 
heard, M’lthout any emotion, hints ot gnx clothes %Mth 
empty pockets , concuiied in many sage icmaiks on 
the icgaid due to pcojilc ot piopcity, and agiced 
Mith her in detestation ol the ladies at the other end 
of the to^\n, mIio pinchctl then bellies to buy fine 
laces, and then pietcndcd to laugh at the city 

He sometimes picsumcd to mention mairi.igc ; hut 
was ahvays an-jweicd nith a slap, a hoot, and a 
flounce At last he began to pi css hci clo-'cr, and 
thought himself inoie tavouiabK icccncd , but going 
one morning, with a lesolution to tiifle no longci, he 
found her gone to chuich nitha}oiing louiiicyman 
fiom the neighbouung shop, of uliom sne had become 
enamouicd at hci uindou 

In these, and a thousand intermediate ad\cnturcs, 
has Lcviculus spent his time, till he is nov\ eioun gray 
with age, fatigue, and disappointment lie begins at 
last to find that success is not to be expected, and 
being unfit for any employment that might impi ove his 
foitune, and unfurnished -with any aits that might 
amuse his leisuic, is condemned to ■v\ear out a taste- 
dess life m nail atnes which fcwMiill hear, and com- 
plaints which none will pity. 
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is uUa fitles rcgni socii^ omntsqtte potcslas 

Inipalitns cnimrtn crat LucaV 

^0 f nth nf partnership dominion c 4 ns ^ 

Still discord hovers oer^livided thrones 


hostility pcrpctinll; exercised betueen one 
iiiiin and aiiotlici, is caused by the dtsirc ot nnny 
for tint ulucli onlv few can possess Every man 
vtould be iich, pouerful and famous, )ct fame power, 
and riches arc only the names of relative conditions 
which imply the obacuritj, depend incc, and poverty of 
grcatci numbers 

This iinivei»al and incessant competition produces 
injury mid in dice by two motives, interest nnd envy , 
the pi0‘5pcct of addin? to our possessions wliat we cun 
take from others, and the hope of alleviating the sense 
of our disparity by lessening otherb, tliougli we gmii 
nothing to ourselves f 

Of these tivo maliimant and destructive powers, it 
seems probable nt the first view, that inteiest Ins the 
Strongest and most extensive influcnie It is easy to 
conceive that opportuniti^a to sci/e what has been lo ig 
wanted, miy excite dcsucs almost urcsisuble hut 
surely the same eagerness cannot be kindled by an ac-- 
cidcntal po vei of dcstioyiiig that which givc-^ happiness 
to another It must be more natural to rob foi gain, 
than to ravage only for mischief 

■\ct 
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Yet I am inclined to l)clic%c, that the arcat lau of 
mutual bcnc\o!cncc ib oflenci \iolatcd by eiu \ than by 
inteiest, and that mo-.t of the inisci} uluch the deta- 
niation of blameless actions, oi tiie obstniction ot lioncst 
endcavouis, biiiigs upon the voild, is inflicted by men 
that p.opose no advantage to tiicmselvcs but the satks- 
factioD of poiboning the banquet uhicii they cannot 
taste, and blasting the iiaivcst which they ha\c no right 
to reap 

Inteiest can clifline itself but to a naiiow compass. 
The number is never large of tlio-^c wiio can hope to 
fill the posts of dcg.adcd powci, catch the Iragments 
of shattered foitiinc, or succccrl to the honours of 
depreciated beauty But the empire of etns has no 
Lmits, as it requires to itb influence very little help 
from external ciicumstances Envy may ah\a3's be 
pioduced by idleness and pride, and in uliat place 
will they not be found ^ 

Interest lequiies some qualities not universally be- 
stowed The luin of anothei will pioducc no piofit 
to him who has not disceinment to maik his advantaoe, 
coinage to seize, and activity to pursue it, but the 
cold malignity of envy may be exerted in a loipid and 
quiescent state, amidst the gloom of stupidity, in the 
coverts of cow'ardicc He that fulls by the attacks of 
intere^-t, is torn by hungi y tigers , be may discover and 
resist his enemies Pie that peiislies' in the ambushes 
of envy, is destioyed by unknown and invisible assail- 
ants, and dies like a man suffocated by a poisonous 
vapour, w ithout knowledge of his danger, oi possibility 
of contest 

Inteiest is seldom puisucd but at some hazard 
He that hopes to gam much, has commonly something 

to 
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to lose, wd 11 lien lie tcntures to attack supciionU, if 
he fails to conquei, is inccovcnbly cni'licd But 
cni-j ina\ net uitiiout oxiiensc 01 dinger Jo sprend 
'uspicion to imeut cnltmmits to piopugntc scandal, 
requires neither luhoiir nor courage It is eisy lor the 
aiitlioi of a lie liouetcr imliynnt, to escape detcc 
tion and infiniy needs \ciy little industry to assist iLs 
circulation 

Liny Is aliiio't the onli iiec ivliidi i> practinihle at 
all times aid in eieiy place, the oiih passion iihieli 
cm never lio quiet for iiant of iriitition, its eflects 
therefore aie eiery iilieic discoitrihle, and its it- 
teinpts alnays to he dieaded 

It IS impossible to mention a name iihicli my nd- 
aantageous di tinctiun Ins made eminent, hut some 
latent aniino«itv mil burst out TliciicaUhy tnder, 
hoivtvcr ho may alntiact himself from puhliek aOaii , 
mil never iiant those iilioliint mtliS/iy/oe/, tint ships 
aic hut bonds flic beauty, adorned only mtli the 
unambitious graces of innocence and modesty, pro- 
vokes, iilicncicr she appcirs a thousand murium s of 
detraction Hie genius even iilicn ho endeavours 
only to enteUain 01 instruct, yet suffers persccmion 
from mnumerdblc ciaticls, whose aciimony is c\citcd 
merely by the pain of seeing otlieis pleased, and of 
he iring applau es which aiiotlicr enjoys 

The frequency of envy makes it so famihir, that it 
escapes our notice, nor do we often reflect upon its 
turpitude 01 niahgnitv, till «e happen to feel its inflii 
ence When he that has gnen no ))rovocation to 
malice, but by attempting to excel, finds liinisclf pm- 
sued by multitudes whom he never saw, witli all the 

implacability 
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inijd.u.ibilitv of H totrn*ut. h( {><[- 

ccJNC'^i fl.unntn .md 't r Iom Oj) ju bno * ri 

pnhlu k < nt'iiiv, <u '1 jui I'l' (I i»‘ 1 • o ol rl< - 

fatih'tion: nlnii la in o-' tia loi-i ». I'.i' < I fi-' latojh , 

01 tl '' follH''' of lii-’ ',0111*1, < j v^’ d In ih* vnri ' . jovl 

cvcMV iailiiH' of ctMul'Tt, 01 d< ! Oi iMtm*’, 

\aUfl uiul iidi'oltt!, Ii* tb, si lo nfdi'ir l!in r- 

niofuC' at \sIh< li la (/oi} I v\<z\‘\ ti !.- .nfl tua o‘>t 
how niiuii Ml' ii.ipj, "f - i,l hsi Ih n M hv 

till' or ulici'iii)*! ot »ii%v lioni tUi liinn 'O fi .at 

I'li’j i>, iiidr' vl 4i sudihain «' < d ol lh« tnaid. and 
<^cldoin 'Ifld^. o, l.fMtl’.t'iM ot jt •!<) 'ijd 'ill ( ,u^, 
howi’vti, (on-'id' i.ilinn-., \^hic!i, H ( u< iu.K nop! nit* d 
and dil’Lanll} pn ii.ii, iti d, niiilit in tm>( o’npnuii 
and lepi "S it, ‘'incc no (na (.m niii'*^ it tor lh‘‘ n 
ot pk‘a‘''it{, as il-> elicit', ait onU .*- 11 . mu, an^iihli, 
and pcit'iil) ilioii 

It is ibo\c all othci vnc', m* nn'MMit uith thciiii- 
ractci ol ii SOI lal h' ini:: h»\aMvr P 'acniiLi tnith and 
kindness to vet > ncak l(niptation> In th.it plandrr-, 
a'i\calUi} nt'itilihoin ‘^aun as nineii a, ta t.ii* , ana\, 
and in.i} iinpio\e Ins own condition m the ‘•ami pro- 
portion as lie imp.nis anothti^, hut he tli.it blasts a 
Homi'ihint; lepiitation, imisl he tuiurnt vith a sm.dl 
dividend ol adtntional fame, sma!! a'> ( in adu'd 
vciy little consokition to h.dunie the gnilt b} ulnth it 
IS obtained 

I have hith'Mto avoided that dangcious and cmpiii- 
cal morality, which ciiics enic vice hy means li! anollici 
j[3iit envy is so base and ilcto-uildc, so vile in Us origi- 
nal, and so pci melons in Us chets, that the piedoini- 
nance of almost any othci quality is to be pi efet red 

It 
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II IS one of tho c 1 (ncmu< of «()citl , npin«i 
^\Inch j>oi owl ttrrou< nm hoin**jK be n td it 
therefore be eori'-tnnlh aiiumbcrt'd, On! xUiwtcr 
cm ICS nnotlicr coiiti ts hi sii,» iJorit\, ai tl let lbr»«c 
be reformed b\ tbeir pn !e who hue lo t Omr \inne 
It IS no ajijrix itioii of Oil in|iin 's unab tin;) 
incites, tb it Oic\ arc co nmitt -0 np'ii I !l>o l uIkj Iihm 
picii no in!enlionnl prtnortUo I itiul Ont tla tifttrcr 
IS often iinrkLii out tor niiii not b r«i«< la Ins fii’al 
m (Ui\ Outs bat bn ti<c le Ins tinted (o dj mart 
tinn n is rcqmrcti 

Uino*;! t\cr\ ojitr cnine is pr’Cii k 1 b tl r blip of 
some qunbtN uhult imjit hue prohicnl t !t^m or 
}ou, if u Ind bein «cli tiiiploi-cJ Inil <nv\ is mca 
unciiNcd and pnuiiic tnl n (m** m'-s 1 1 'itclul end b\ 
despicable mcirni, and dc*‘in*» no' so much tls omi 
happiness as an( ibei s niu'crv lo mold d pruits 
like 0ii«, It 18 n l ncct'^sn tb it nnv ont •dioald aspire 
to htroism or nnctils but on’\ Out be flioidd rt oUt 
not to quit the rinkuhichimtiuru^ ipisbim, undni b 
to mainlam the di.niis ot a luiiucn bttnt' 
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Piii'it'li V r'/ r/i'lcn 1 1 », </i nt 

Cniixiumt tvlt<, It ttlili ;.»J (n‘ Jl ’ . 

Intrust tin Inrliim to tli** jiovV* li « , 

I • tst till in to in ilia ' t t<>i line, 'tn! to ;'rrnt 

\\ li.it tilt ' iii'i i riii^ V rt’oin s"« llirr uiml. l)f \ m 

ASoic. N stJ'Mne of ill*', ‘•o c\ei\ foini of u iiunt;, 
hits its tidvautiiufs and inroint nttiK ic ", ihou^It 
not mingled in the bainc piontiiiions 'i iiu uritoi f>i 
cssa\^ ^"(tipes main cmhnua"smf nts to nhitli a Ini'gc 
noilv \\c till ha\t: o\]K)sed him, he seldom haiassc" iin 
letnon ^IJlh lunu tiaiiib of conscrjiicni O". di.iis In^ t\r= 
\Mth the peiiisal ol untKiuattd \olmn(‘", oi hi'ulciis liis 
ineinoij 'ailli iirtatnccijinidationsof prrjiaialo’ s hnot\- 
Icdgc A taieicss ij;lancc upon n fatuu.ilc aalhor, or 
tiaiibitnt siincN of the vanotns ol liic. is siinitienlto 
supply the fii"t hull Ol scmiiiid idea, \\hKh, enlaiiicd 
by the giadiial .uticUon ol maUci siorcd in the iminl, 
IS, by the uaimlh oi lane), casd) evpanded into lluu- 
cis, and soincliincs iipened into liiiit 

The niobt lieipicnt dillieult) by 'Minth the aiUhois of 
these petty eompositions are distie^sCvl, aiises fiom the 
pel pctiial demand of novelty a id change Tlie coin- 
pilei of a system of science lays his invention at lest, 
and employs onlj Ins ludgment, the faculty c'citctl 
with less iatigiic Even the iclatoi of lei'mcd adven- 
tuies, when once the piincijal chat actors are esta- 
blished, and the gi eat events legulaily connected, finds 

incidents 
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incidnit' mid e|iwidci ci(m(lm)>iii)on Ini iiiiiid, oicry 
tlimii't. opnii 11(11 null, mid lilt Inttci pint «l llio 
rttmy 1^10111 iiitlimit Inlimii oiitol lli(i loiind Jliil Im 
tliiit ntldiipls Id inl( itmii Ini iindi i iiitli uiiimiiid Ud 
pui^ii, findi till iik‘(iimii(W <il IiH linK iiitliii iii 
Licatul tliiiii h 1 cm (I l»y fuij iiiiiiIiilIioii J hi. iliiy 
cnlh llllt^l^ iipmi Inin Ini ii mm Inpn i,, niid In, ii iipiiiii 
ol)lia;cd to (lioosn, iiitiuiiit iiiiy piiiiiipln to itjjulnlu 
Ills (llOltl 

II IS, mill I'd, Ii up limt IIicip is si Idniii nnj in P(,ssily 
ol luoKin;' rni, ni iiupiiiiiiy loin; loi n piopiii Mili|iit 
] Kiy diiuot) of lilt 01 iiiiliiM, cipiy piililiiK Idiss 
111); 01 tidiiiiiity, PiPij (loiiipslick piiiii oi );iiili(iiiilioii, 
(luv sully ol (iipiiti, liliiiidii ol iilisiiidil), oi sIiiiIih 
gem ol iilliitiitiiiii limy supply iiiiiiu I lo Inin iiliosu 
oiilv rule IS lo mold iiiiiloiiinl) lint it odiii liiippiiiis, 
tliiil tliu |iid)^iii(iit IS distiiii lid mill lioiiiidli ss iniilti 
pliiity, till nnngiiiiilioii iiiiigcti liom nnii disi)'ii lo 
iiiintliii, mid llic lioiiis puss iiiip(ii(|ililily iiiwi), till Hip 
(oinpositioii tun lin no loiigu dtln^pil, imd liutssitv 
piifoitts llic iisi ol llio ( llioiijdils iiliidi ilipii liiipppii 
tnbcntlmnd llii inind, it|oiiiiig iil iIiIikiiIiik on 
nny Iciiiis fioiii pcipkxity mid »iispriis(i, iippliis lioi 
sell vigoioiisly lo tin uoik litfoio lit-i, lollats tin 
InillisliiiiciilH mid illiisliiilioiis, mid soiiitliints liiiisliu, 
iiitli guilt oltL'iiiict mid Imppmtss, iilint m ii sluto ol 
tiisi mid Ipisintpliu iitvii lind iKgiiii 

It IS not (oiiiinoiily olistiitd, lion iiiinli, nun of 
mlioiis toiisidtiid us pmtiuilmly iiiili|crt lo tlioiu, is 
to lie iiitiiliutid to iictidpiit, 01 toiin niiiflo out of our 
01111 ponu, by nlmtCKr nmim it bo (listiiigiiisiiid 
fo dose tedious dtlibeintions mill busty it lolvcs, mid 

niter 
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after long consultations with ica^-on to refer tlie ques- 
tion to capiice, IS b}' no means peculiar to the essay- 
ist Let him that ])cuiscs this papci iCMcn the 
senes of his life, and inquiic how he as as ])Iaced m his 
present condition He will find that, of the good or 
ill Avhich he has expciicnccd, a gieat pait came unex- 
pected, without any Msiblcgiadations of appioath, that 
every event has bfv n infiucnccd by causes acting with- 
out his intci vcntion , and that whcnc\er lie pietcndcd 
to the preiosiativc ol foicsight, he was mortified with 
new conviction of the shoitness of his views. 

The busA, the ambitions, the inconstant, and tlie 
adventmous, ma^ be said to tlnow thcinscKcs by de- 
sign into the aims of foitunc, and \oluntaiily to quit 
the powci of uovcniing thcmseUcs; they engage m a 
couise of life in which little can be a''CCi tamed by pic- 
vious measLiies, noi is it any wondei that then lime 
is past between elation and despondenc}, liope and 
disappointment. 

Some theie aic who appeal to walk the load of life 
with moie circumspection, and make no step till they 
think themselves secuic fiom the hazard of a pieci- 
pice, whenneithei plcasuie noi jnofit can tempt them 
fiom the beaten path, who lefusc to climb lest they 
should fall, or to lun lest they should stumble, and 
move slowly fonvaid without any compliance with 
those passions by which the heady and vehement are 
seduced and betiayed 

Yot even the lunoious piudence of this judicious 
class IS far fiom exemptmg then> fiom the dominion 
of chance, a subtle and insidious power, ivho a\i11 
intrude upon piivacy and embarrass caution No 

* couise 
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couise of life is so prescribed and limited, bat that 
imny actions must result from aibitrary election 
Every one must form the general plan of his conduct 
by his onn reflections, he roust resolve whether he 
will endeavour at riches or at content, whether lie 
wall eveicise private or publick virtues, whether he 
will labour for the general benefit of mankind, or con 
tract bis beneficence to his family rod dependants 
This question has long evercised the schools of phi 
losophj, but remains yet undecided, and what hope is 
theic that a young mm, unacquainted with tlie argu- 
ments on either side, should determine his own des 
tiny otherw ise than by chance ? 

Rhen chance his given him a partner of his bed, 
whom ho prefers to all other women, without any 
proof of superiour de cit, chance must again direct him 
in the education of bis children, for, who was ever 
able to convince himself by arguments, that he had 
chosen foi Ins son tint mode of instmction to winch 
his understanding was best adapted or by which he 
vvould most easily be made wise or virtuous^ 

Whoever shall inquire by what motives he was de 
lermined on these important occasions, will find them 
such as Ills pride will scarcely suffer him to confess 
some sudden ardour of desire some uncertain glimpse 
of advantage, some petty competition, some inaccurate 
conclusion, or some cvample implicitly reverenced 
Such are often the first causes of our resolves, for it 
IS necessary to act, but impossible to know the conse- 
quences of action, or to discuss all the r asons which 
offer themselves on every part to inquisitiveness and 
solicitude 
Voi. Vf 


S 


Since 
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Since life itself IS unccitain, nothing nhiHi lui-' life 
foi its hii'^is can hon^f innch stability et this t- but 
a small pait oi om pciploxitv. ^Vc set out on a tcin- 
pcstuons ‘■ca in quest ot some poil, vhiie vo esprrt 
to find ie‘'t, but nheie ue aic not sujc oi admi-sion , 
nc aic not onl) in danuci ol sinKinu; in tiv na), but 
of being misled b) meteois im-^taU’n toi stai-, of iieiiig 
dincn liom our coui'^e bs the (hangc'; of tlic nind, 
and of losing it b\ un^skillul steei.ige, \(L it ^omLlime^ 
happens, that cioss winds blow ns to a snfei coast, 
that metcois diaw ns aside fiom wlmlpools, and that 
negligence oi ciioui contiibutcs to out csca[ic fioin 
niischicfs to which a diiccl couuc would ha\c e^po^ed 
ns Of those that, b^ piccipitatc conclustoas, nnohe 
themselves m calamities without guilt, \ci'y lew, iion- 
evei they may lepioacn themselves, can be ceitain 
that other measures would have been inoic successful 
In this state of univcisal unccitaintv, wheie a thou- 
sand dangcis hover about iis, and none can Ull whe- 
thei the good that he puisucs is not evil m disguise, 
or whether the next step will lead him to ‘^aiotv oi de- 
struction, nothing can afloid any lational tianquillitv, 
but the conviction that, howcvci wc amuse om selves 
with iimdeal sounds, nothing in icalitv i^ goveuiccl by 
chance, but that tiic umveisc is undci the peipetual 
SLipeiintciidanec of him who eicated it, tluit om being 
13 in the hands of omnipotent goodness, by wliom 
what appeals casual to us, is diicetcd for ends ulti- 
mately kind and meiciful, and that nothing can finally 
hurt him who clcbais not him‘=elf fiom the divine 
favour. 
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'Numb 185 Tussbat, DecemLei 2i, 1751 


At vindicta honum ulajucundtus tpsa, 
empe hoc tndoctt 

Chrysippus non dtctt tdm nec mtte Thaletis 
IngeHiam dulciqxte send xtcmus llymetto 
Qui partem eccepta saxa tnter viTtcla Cicutce 
Accmatori noUet dare Quippe ntinuti 

Semper^ ^ xnfirmi est antmt erigvique volupfat 
Ultxo Jtv 

But 0 1 rerenge ts sj:eet 
Thus think the crowd who eager to engage 
Take quickly /Ire and kiodle into rage 
Ivot so mild ThaUs nor Chrmppus thought, 

'Nor that good man who drank the pois nous draught 
With mind serene and could not wish to see 
His vile accuser drink as deep as he 
Exalted Socrates ' divinely brave’ 

Injurdhefel! and dying he forgave 

loo noble for revenge which still we find 

The weakest frailty of a leeble mmd Drtoen 


vitious dispositions cf the nimd more obsti 
nately resist both the counsels of philosophy and 
the injunctions of religion, than tho^e nhich are com 
plicated with an opinion of dignity, and which we 
cannot dismiss without leaving in the hands of oppo 
sition some adtantage miquitously obtained or suffer 
mg from oui own prejudices some imputation of pu 
sillanimity 

Tor this reason scarcely any law of our Redeemeji 
IS more openly transgressed, or more industnously 
s 2 evaded; 
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Since life itself is unceitain, nothing nhich has life 
foi its basis can boast much stabilit}^ Yet this is but 
a small part ot our jiciplexily Y*c set out on a tem- 
pestuous sea in quest of some poit, ubeie uc expect 
to bnd lest, but wbcie \\c aie not suie ol admission, 
xve aie not only in dangei of sinking in the wa)^, but 
of being misled by meteois inistaKcn for ‘^tais, of being 
diiven fiom oui com sc by the changes of the wind, 
and of losing it by unskilful stcciage, yet it sometimes 
happens, that cioss winds blow us Ip a safci coast, 
that meteors diaw' us aside from whiilpools, and tliat 
negligence or cuoui contiibutes to our escape fiom 
mischiefs to which a diicct couisc would have exposed 
us Of those that, by piccipitatc conclusions, involve 
themselves in calamities without guilt, vciy few*, how*- 
ever they may lepioach themselves, can be certain 
that other- measures would have been moie successful 
In this state of universal iincci tainty, wlicic a thou- 
sand dangeis hover about us, and none can tell whe- 
thei the good that he pin sues is not evil in disguise, 
or whether the next step w ill lead him to saiety 01 de- 
struction, nothing can afford any lationartianquillity, 
but the conviction that, howevci we amuse 0111 selves 
with unideal sounds, nothing in icalitv is governed by 
chance, but that the umveisc is undci the peipctual 
supeiintendancc of him who cieated it, that oui being 
IS in the hands of omnipotent goodness, by whom 
what appears casual to us, is diiected for ends ulti- 
mately kind and meiciful, and that nothing can finally 
hurt him who debais not himself fiom the divine 
favour. 
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185 TuFSDAr, Dficemie; 24, 1751 


Tindicta lonum Tilajticundius tpsa, 
is empe hoc tndocit 

Chrysippus non dtctt tdem, nec mite Thalelis 
Ingentum dulcigue sener Ttcious llynietto 
Q«i partem accepta i(rca tnter vincla Cteutce 
Jcciitaton noUet dare Quippe minult 

temper 4 Hi/irmi est antmt exigutqve voluptas 
Ultio Jt' 

But 0 f retenge is rteet 

Thus think the crowd who eager to en^^age 

Take quicklj fire and kindle into rage 

Not so mild Thalee nor Chmtppus thought 

Nor that good man who drank the pois noui draught 

'With mind serene and could not wish to see 

?Iis vile accuser drink as deep as he 

Exalted Socratei ^ divinely brave* 

Injurdhefell and d> mg he forgave 

Too noble for revenue which still we find 

The weakest frailty of a feeble mind DitTDEh 

vitious dispositions of the mind more obsti 
nately resist both llic counsels of philosophy and 
the injunctions of religion, than those vvhich are com 
plicated nith an opinion of dignit}, and vthich ^^c 
cannot dismiss without leaving m the hands of oppo 
sition some advantage iniquitously obtained or suffer 
ing from our own prejudices some imputation of pu 
sillanimity 

For this reason scarcely any law of our REDEEiitn 
IS more openly transgressed, or more industnously 
s 2 evaded 
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evaded, than that A\hich he coininands Ins follov- 
eis to tb) give ill] lines, and piohibrts, under the sanc- 
tion of eternal iniseiy, the giatification of the desiie 
ivhich eveiy man leels to letiiin pain upon liim that 
inflicts It IMany nho could Iia\e conqucieil then 
anger, aie unable to combat piide, and puisuc ofienccs 
to cxtiemity of vengeance, lest the} should be insulted 
by the tiiuinph of an enemy 

But ceitainh no picccpt could licttcr become him, 
at whose bath peace vas pioclaimed to the earth 
For, what Mould so soon deslioy all the oidei of 
society, and defoim life ivith violence and lavage, 
as a pel mission to evciy one to ludge his onn cause, 
and to appoition his own iccoinpense foi imagined 
injuiies^ 

It is difficult foi a man of the sti iciest justice not 
to favour himself too much, in the calmest moments 
of sohtaiy meditation Eveiy one misIics foi the dis- 
tinctions foi mIiicIi thousands aie wishinsi at the same 
time, in their onn opinion, with bettci claims He 
that, when his leasoii opeiates in its full force, can 
thus, by the meie pievalencc of self-love, pielcr 
himself to his fclloiv-beings, is very unlikely to judge 
equitably 'when his passions aie agitated by a •Jcnse of 
wrong, and his attention wholly engiossed by pain, 
inteiest, or dangei \Vhoever aiiogatCb to Inmsclf 
the right of vengeance, shows how little he is qua- 
lified to decide his own claims, since he ceitainly 
demands what he w'ould think unlit to be gi anted 
to anothei 

Nothing is moie appaieni than that, howevei in- 
jured, 01 how^ever provoked, some must at last bo 
contented to forgive. For it can never be hoped, 

that 
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ti)at ho i\ho fust commits an injury, awU contentedly 
acquiesce in the penalty rcqmij,d the satne liaughti 
ness of contempt 01 vehemence of desire that prompts 
the act of injustice nilJ more stiongly incite its jiisti- 
ficat on and lesentincnt can never so exactly b dance 
the pinishmcnt nith the fault, but there will lemain 
an overplus of vengeance, nliich even he who con- 
demns hi'i fa t action uill think himself entitled to re 
tall ite hf*t tl en ean ensue but a continual p\icei- 
bation of hatred, m uncvtinguish ible feud, an inces 
smt recipiocation of mi chief a mutual Mgilance to 
entiap, aiiJ eiuerncSs to destioy 

Since then the imagniaiy right of vengeance 
be at hst remitted, because it is impossible to live m 
perpetual Iiostiiit), and equdly impossible that of two 
enemies, citlici diouUI fii t think himself obligid by 
justice to submission, it is surely ehgib'c to lor^ive 
carl} J vtT} pass on is moic cash} subdued before 
it Ins been loii" accustomed to po^^scssion ot the heart, 
ever} idea is obhtci itcd with IcaS difficult} as it has 
been more sliglHl} impressed and less freque itlv re- 
newed lie who has often biooded ovei ins wrongs, 
pleased hiinsclt with schemes ot malignity and glutted 
his pride with tlic fincied supplications of humbled 
cmnitv will not easily open lus bo^ioin to unit} and 
icconeiliation, 01 indulge the gentle s^ntiraenta ot 
benevolence and pcricc 

It IS eibicst to loigive, while there is }et little to be 
foigiven A sinje injury mi} be soon dhmibsed tiom 
the incnior} but a long succession of ill othees by 
degree-: absocittes with every idea, a Jong con 
test involves so many circimistances, that ever} place 
s 3 and 
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and action wu] mail illoll»( uiiiul, and fri -h raiu in- 
biancc of \c\tilion innst ‘•lul udiudlt nSid int* 
talc rcvcniff*. 

aV innn will mate ha‘'t( to he 

knows the Irne \ .di!C of tune, and will not Milha it to 
pass away in imiK C{ '•‘'.ny pain lie tliat viinn2K 
suffers the corio-'inns ot invitUiite hatmd, antj yno" 
lip his da).s and nii^lits to the jilooin of inahce, and 
pci till ballons of slnitasi in, < nmol snuK Ij^ -Mid to 
consult his ease, ife'i ntnu nl is an union of ^ouou 
with malis.nit>, a toinhination ot a p.is ion whiiJi.iil 
cndca\oui to u\oid, wilii a pis-iun whiili all i om ur 
to delc’^t 'J lie man wlio h liu'-, to nn ditati nno htf f, 
and to c\a*ipciatc ins ovn laite, whoic IhonJiS aie 
cinplo\ed onl) on means ot liisto and contmaiue.s 
of imn, whose mind iilvm purf- tiom the uineiu- 
biance of his own siilbii.U', hut to induli^e some 
liope of ('11)0^1112 till (al.imitie-. ot anulliLi, m.i\ justly 
be numheied anion' tiie ino't iih-tiahlc of hum. in 
beines, unions lliO'C wio a;t piilly without uv\aid, 
who ha\c neillur the gladiu--s ot pio^pciity, noi tiie 
calm ot iiipoccncc 

WiioevLT ronsidcrs the weakness both of himself 
and others, will not lonii; want piisuasucs to foigue- 
ncs';. We fnow not to wdiat dcjirec of malisnitv nnv 
injury is to be imputed : or how much its guilt, if we 
wcio to inspect the mind ot him tliat committed it, 
would be extenuated by mistake, picnpitance, oi negli-* 
gcnce; we cannot be ccitam how much more we feel 
than was intended to be inflicted, or how much we 
increase the mischief to ourselves by voluntary aggia- 
•vations. may charge to design the cflects of 

accident ; 
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accident, ne may think Jhe blow violent only bcrauve 
ne have made ourselves delicate and tender, vie are 
on every side in danger of erronr and of guilt, which 
we are certain to avoid only byspecdv forg;ivenesss 

1 roni tins pacifick and harmless temjier, thus pro- 
pitious to otliers and ourselves, to domestick tranquil 
lit) and to social happiness no man is witlilicld but by 
pnde, by the fear of bung insulted by his adv ersaiy, 
01 despised by the world 

It may be laid down as an unfnling and universal 
axiom that “ all piide is abject and mean Ik is 
always an ignorant, lavy, or cowardly acquiescence in 
a filse appeaianee of excellence, and proceeds not 
fioiii con'uou ness of our attainments, hut insensibility 
of oiir wants ^ 

Jvothmg can be great which is not right Nothing 
which reason condeimis can be suitable to the dignity 
of the luiinan mind lo be driven by external mo 
tivcj from the pith which our own heait approves, to 
give way to any thing hut conviction, to suffer the 
opinion of ollieis to rule our choice, or overpower 
our resolves is to submit tamely lo the lowest and 
most Ignominious sliveiy, and to lesign the right of 
diiccting oui own lives 

The utiqost excellencm at which humanity can 
airive, is a constant and determinate pursuit ol virtue, 
without icgaid to piesent dangers or advantage, a 
contmuil rcfcicnce pf cveiy action to the divine will, 
an liabitu il appeal to cv crlasting justice and an un 
V ailed clcvition of the intellectual eye to the reward 
which per everance only can obtain But that pnde 
w Inch many, w ho presume to boast ol genejous senti- 
ments, allow to legulate their measures, has nothing 
» 4 nobler 
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nobler in view than tlic appiobation of inrn, of 
beings \Uiosc superiority ■\\o arc under no obluiation 
to acknowledge, and v!io, when we ha%c courted 
them with the utmost assiduity, can center no valuable 
or peimancnt lewaul; of lieings wlio ignorantK judire 
of what they do not undri-.tand, or paiUally tiitcrminc 
w'hat they ncvei ha\c examined , and wljo-se ‘'C’^tcncc 
is tlicrcforc of no weight till it lias iciencd tlic ratifi- 
cation of our ou n con^'Ciente 

He that can dcseend to biihc ‘^ufiVagrs hie the*^c, 
at the puce of Ins innocence, he tliat can suffer tlic 
delight of such acclamations to withhold ins atti ntion 
from the commands of the unneiNd £o\ereign, iiu'? 
little icason to congiatulate himself upon the great- 
ness of hia mind, whcnevci he awakes to seriousnc.-s 
and lefiection, he must become dc-'jncable m his own 
e^es, and sin ink with shame Iroin the remembianec of 
Ills cowardice and folly. 

Of him that hopCb to be foigncn, it is indispensably 
reqtnied tliat lie forgive It is thcrctorc stipcifiuous 
to urge any other motive. On this great dut) eterruty 
is suspended ; and to Inm that refuses to practise it, 
the throne of merev is inaccessible, and the Saviolr 
of the w'oild has been boin in vain. 
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Nu’ub 186 SatvrdaTi, Decemici 28, 1751 


Pont me pigris »2)t nulla campts 

Jiborcesli t recreatur ^urd 

Vulct ntkntcm Lalagen amabo 

Du*ce loquentem Udk 

Place me where never summer breere 

Unbinds the glebe or wirms the trees 

W here ever lowering clouds appe tr 

And angry Jove detorms th inclcnicnt year 

Love and the nvmpli shall charm my toils 

The nymph who sweetly peaks and sweetly smiles 

Francis 

the happiness and misery of our present state, 
part arises from our sensations, and part from 
our opinions , part is distributed by nature, and part 
IS in a great measure apportioned by ourselves Posi- 
tive pleasuie we cannot alwavs obtain, and positive 
pun Vie often cannot remove No man can give to 
his own plantations thefr<^ianceof the /nrfirrn groves , 
noi will any precepts of philosophy enable him to 
withdraw his attention from wounds or diseases But 
the negative infelicity which proceeds., not from the 
pre suie of sufterings, but the absence of enjoyment*!, 
will always yield to the remedies of reason 

One of the great arts of escaping superfluous un 
easiness, is to free our minds from the habit of com 

paring 
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pviring our condition AUlh Unit of othcis on ^Uiom the 
blessings of life me moic bountifully iifsifmcd, or v.ith 
im.iginaiy stale.-, of delight and siruiit), pt rh.ips 
unattainable b> inortals Feu me placed in a situa- 
tion so gloom) and di-t.c sslul, a-, not to sec c\ery 
dav beings \el inoic foiloin and nusiiable, liom 
uhom they nan Ic.nn to lejoiec in their oun lot 

No incon\enienrc !-> k^s supti.dilc b) ait or dili- 
gence than the intlemcnc\ ot clunat/", and thetc- 
fore none nllouE inoie piopei (■‘eii'''( foi this pinlo- 
sophieal ahcli action. A nat.ve of Lb/g/z/W, pinched 
uith the iio-^ts of J')i Cl inht} , ii'ay Iccs^.m liis af- 
fection foi his oun (ountis liy sudcung hi-, imagi- 
nation to uandei m Urn \ale5 of .'hin, and s))Oit 
among the uoods that aic<ilua 3 S gu\n, and .sticams 
that alua}s inutimn , but if he tmns his thoiiglits 
towards the polar icgions, and considei* the nations 
to uhom a gicat poition of the yeai is dmKncss, 
and uho aic condemned to pass uccKs and months 
amidst mountains of snou*, he uill soon reco\ci Ins 
tianquilhU, and, uhilc he sbis his lire, oi tluous 
his cloak about him, rctlcct hou much lie oucs to 
Pio\udcnce, that lie is not placed in Gtcailand or 
Sibci la. 

The baiienncss of the earth and the seventy of 
the skies in these dicaiy countries, aic such as might 
be expected to confine the mind u holly to the con- 
templation ot necessity and disticss, so that the 
caie of escaping death fiom cold and hunger, siiould 
leave no looni foi those passions uliich, in lands 
of plenty, influence conduct, oi diveisify chaiacteis, 
the summci should be spent only in providing for 

the 
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the milter, and the \i inter in longing for the sum 
nier 

Yet learned curiosity is Known to have found its 
vv ay into these abodes of poverty and gloom Lapland 
and Iceland have tlieir liistorians, their criticks, and 
their poets, and love, that cvteiids Ins dominion 
wherever humanity can be found, perhaps exerts the 
«aine power in the Gi einlandci s hut as in the palaces 
of eastern monarchs 

In one of the largo caves to which the families of 
Gicenland retire together, to pass the cold months, 
and which may be termed their villages oT cities, a 
youth and maid, wlio came fiom diflerent parts of the 
country, w ere so iiiueh distinguished for their beauty, 
thatthej were called by tlic rest of the inhabitants 
AimingaU and Jjut, fiom a supposed resemblance to 
their ancestors of the same names, who had been 
transfoi mod of old into the sun and moon 

Amungait foi some time heard the praises of ijut 
with little emotion, but at last, by fiequent inter- 
views, became sensible of her charms, and first made 
a discovciy of his affection, by inviting her with her 
parents to a feast, where he placed before Ajut the 
tail of a whale djut seemed not much delighted by 
this gallantry, jet, however, from that time, was 
observed rarelj to appear, but in a vest made of the 
sKin of a w hite deer , she used fi equently to renew the 
black die upon hei hands and forehead, to adorn hei 
sleevcJ with coral and shells, and to braid her Iiair 
with gieat ex ictness 

Hie elegance of her dress, and the judicious dis 
po ition of licr ornaments, bad such an effect upon 

Anmn^ait 
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Anningaif, that he could no longer be restrained fiom 
a declaration of his love. Pie theiefore composed a 
poem m her praise, in which, among other heioick 
and tender sentimentsj he piotested, that “ She was 
“ beautiful as the veinal willow, and fiagiant as 
thyme upon the mountains, that hei fingcis w-eie 
white as the teeth of the morse, and hci smile giate- 
ful as the dissolution of the ice , that he would pur- 
“ sue her, though she should pass the snow's of the 
“ midland cliffs, oi seek sheitci m the caves of the 
“ eastern cannibals, that he would tear her from the 
“ embiaces of the genius of the locks, snatch her 
“ from the paw's of Amarock^ and rescue her fiom 
“ the lavme of Hafgiija” He concluded with a 
wish, that “ whoever shall attempt to hinder his 
“ union With Ajut, might be buiied without his bow, 
“ and that, m the land of souls, his skull might sei ve 
“ foi no other use than to catch the droppings of the 
“ starry lamps.” 

This ode being universally applauded, it was ex- 
pected that ^ut w'ould soon yield to such fervour and 
accomplishments ; but Ajui, w ith the natural haughti- 
ness of beauty, expected all the foims of couitship, 
and, before she w'ould confess herself conqueied, the 
sun returned, the ice bioke, and the season of labour 
called all to their employments. 

Amii/igaU and yljut ioi a time ahvays went out in 
the same boat, and divided whatever was caught. 
Amungait^ in the sight of his mistress, lost no oppoi- 
tumty of signalizing Ins courage, he attacked the 
sea-hoises on the ice , puisued the seals into the 
water, and leaped upon the back of the whale, while 

he 
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he wns yet stru^yling \utli the remain*! of 1 fe Nor 
was lus tltligcuce less to accumulate all tint could he 
necessarv to make wintci comfortable, he diicd the 
roe of fi*:hes and the flesh of acals , he cntnppcd deer 
and foxes, and dressctl then skins to idorn his biide, 
he feasted her witli eggs from the rod <!, and sticwed 
licr tent nith flowers 

It happened tint i tempest dio\c the fish to a distant 
pait of the coast, bclorc Anniui^ait had completed Ins 
store, he therefore cntrcitcd Ajut^ tint she would at 
last grant Iiim her hand, and accompany him to tint 
part of the country whither he w as now" summoned bj 
necessity Ajut thought him not jct entitled to such 
condescension, hut proposed, as a tnal of his con- 
stancy, that he should rcluni at the end of sun rncr to 
the cavern where their acquaintance commenced, and 
there expect the reward of lus assiduities “ O vir- 
** gin beautiful a*! tlie sun shining on the w ater, con 
sider,” Slid Anmngait^ ** whit thou Inst icquiicd 
How cisily may iny rctuin be piceluded by i sud 
“ den frost or unexpected fogs, then must the night 
be past witliout my Ajut Wc live not, my fair, 
“ in those fabled countnes, which lying strangers so 
“ wantonly describe , wlieic the whole ycir la divided 
“ into short days and nights where the sime habi 
tation serves for sumrnei and wintci where tlicv 
** raise houses in rows above the ground, dwell to 
“ gether from ycai to year, with flocis of tame 
‘ animals grazing in tive fields about them , can travel 
“ at any time fjom one place to another, through 
“ ways inclosed with trees, or over walls luiscd upon 
“ the inland waters, and direct their course tin ough 

‘ wide 
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“ ^\ide countries by the ‘'ight of green hills or ''Cattcicd 
“ buildings. Even in sutnnici, \\e have no means of 
“ ciossiufi: the mountains, uhosc snous are ne\cr 
“ dissohcd, nor can rcmo\c to ans di'^’ant ic-'idcnce, 
“ but in oui boats coastiii" the h.i\«. Con^whi, 
‘‘ Ajiit \ a ieu ?ummcr-da\s, and a feu i.inlcr-night>, 
“ and the life of man is at an end Xmht is the time 
“ of ease and feslnity, of leveE and ga}Ct} , but uiiat 
“ uill be the naming lamp, the (Icheious ^eal, oi tlie 
soft oil, uithout the smile of 
The eloquence Amungmt \\i\z \Mn ; the maid 
continued incxoiable, and they patted uitli aulcnl 
piomiscs to meet again befote the niglit of winter 
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Numb IS7 Tuisdai, Dcccmbei 31, I7al 


iVo« rllum rotfri poi^aut mutare lahorr* 

Non SI fngoiibitt mcdits Uthmmque bibamts 

Stfhontasq^ e nires htemts iubtamm oquosa 

Omnia xincd amor Vnioit 

Io\e alters not for us his h ir I de rees 
Jsottlio beneath the Tlractan dime «c freeze 
Or the mild bhss of temperate kies forego 
And in mid winter tre id snow —— 

Lotc conquers all —— Dr\di::x 


^NNINGAIT^ however di (omposcci bv tlie 
dilatorj coyness of Ajaty w'ts jet icsolved to 
omit no tokens of amorous icspect, and therefore 
presented her at his departure wuh the skm^ of «eveu 
white fawns, of five swans and eleven sf' ils, with three 
marble lamps, ten vessels of seal oil, and a large 
kettle of biass, viliich ht Ind purchased from a sinp, 
at the pnee of jialf a whale, and two horns of sea* 
unicorns 

Ajut was so much affected by the fondness of her 
lover, or so much overpowered by his magnificence, 
that she followed him to the sea side, and, when she 
saw him enter the boat wished aloud, that he might 
return with plenty of skins and oil, that neither the 
mermaids might snatch him into the deeps, nor the 
spirits of the rocks confine him in then caverns 

She tood a while to gaze upon the departing 
vessel, and then returning to her hut, silent and ^de 

jei^ted, 
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jectcd, laid aside, fioni that liowr, her uhilc deer 
skin, sudcicd hn lian to ‘^pic.id nnbi aided on her 
shonldcis, and foiboic to irn\ in the daiKes of the 
maidens. She cndc’.nonicd to di\cit hci thoii^hb, 
by continual application to feminine cnijilo^rnents, 
gatheicd moss for the winter lamps, and diiedgia'^s 
to line the boots ot Anmn*^iu(. Oi tlic skins \\iiicii 
he had bestowed upon liei, she matlc a r^hing- 
coat, a small boat, and tent, all of exquisite manu- 
factuie; and while she was thus ])ii<ied, solaced 
her labouis with a song, in whuh she pmyed, 
“ that her lover might ha\c hniwK ‘-trongcr than the 
“ paws of the bcai, and ieet bwittci than the tcct of 
the lein-dccr, that his dait might ncvei rir, 
“ and that his boat might nei.er leak, that he 
“ might ncvci stumble on the ice, nor faint in the 
“ water ; that tlic seal might rush on hb harpoon, 
and the wounded whale might dasli tlic waves in 
“ vain ’* 

The Idige boats in which the Gi cvnlamJci .'i tiaiis- 
poit theii lamilics, ate always lowed by v\oiacn , 
for a man will not debase liimself by woik, which 
lequiies neither skill noi couiage ^hiinngait v\as 
thcrefoie exposed b/ iclicncss to the lavagcs of pas- 
sion He went thi ICC to tlic stem of tlic boat, with 
an intent to leap into the watci, and swim back 
to his mistress , but, lecollccling the misciy winch 
they must cnduie in thewintei, without oil for the 
lamp, or skins foi tlie bed, he icsohcd to em- 
ploy the weeks ot absence in piovision foi a night 
of plenty and felicity He then composed his emo- 
tions as he could, and cxpicsscd in wild numbers 
and" uncouth images, his hopes, his soiiows, and his 
■ j 1 fears. 
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fears *' O life’’ S'i}S lie, “ fnil nnd uncertain* 
“ ^^he^c slnll wretched imii find ihy rcscinblnncc 
*' but m ICC floating on the ocean It loners on high, 
“ jt 'sparkles from afir, mule the «tonns (Iri\c mil 
** tlie Maters licit it, the «tin melts it iiboic, anil the 
rocks slmtlcr it bclou W hat mt thou, deceitful 
“ pleasure’ but n ^udden blizc <trcaMiin" from the 
“ north, Mhidi plajs a moment on the C)C, mocks 
tlic traicllcr witli tlic hoj)cs of lt!;ht, nnd then 
“ vanishes for ever MImt, lovt, nrt Inou but a 
** whirlpool, which we approacli witJiout knowlalgc 
“ of our danger, dnun on bj imperceptible degrees, 
** till we linvc lost all power of resistance nnd escape 
7ill I fixed mv eves on the graces of /(/w/, while I 
bud not )Ct called her to the banquet, I was cart 
“ less as the sleeping morse, I was merr) as the 
“ 'Singers in Uic «tars Min, did I gaze upon 
thy graces " win, mj fair did I call thee to the 
‘ banquet^ "^ct, Ik* faithful, mj love, remember 
** Inmngmt^ and meet mj return with the smile of 
virguiitv I will chine Uic deer, I will subdue the 
whale, resistless ns the froit of duriness, nnd un 
** weaned as tlic summer sun In a few weeks I 
“ shall return prosperous and wculth;, , Uicn slvall the 
“ rocfisli and llic porpoise feast thj kindred , the fox 
“ and hare sliall cover thj couch , the tough hide of 
“ the seal sh ill shelter thee from cold , and the fat 
“ of tlie wlnle illumimte thy dwelling 
Amnn^ait having with the c cntimcnts consoled his 
giief, and animated his industry, found that thej had 
now coasted the hcadhnd, and saw tlie whales spout- 
ing at a distance He therefore placed liimself in his 
fishing boat, called ins associates to their several cm* 
VoL. VI T plojmentSj 
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plo}mcnts, plied bis oai and hai poon with incredible 
coinage and dc\teiiLy, and, by diuding bis tune 
bct'ACcn Ibc cbace and fisbciy, suspended tbe niisenes 
of absence and suspicion. 

Jnit, in the mean time, notnitlislandiri" bei nc^- 
Iccted diess, happened, as she nas diying some skins 
m the sun, to catch the e}e of on liis le- 

t 111 n fioin hunting Koingsuk of bulb tiiily il- 
lustiious. Ills mothci had died in child-biilh, and 
his fathci, the most expcitfishci oi Gi ecnland^ had 
pciishcd by too dose puisuit of the nhalc His dig- 
nity was equalled by his iiches, he nas master of four 
men’s and two women's boats, had ninety tubs of oil 
in his nintei habitation, and five and tuentv seals 
buried in the snou against tlie season of dnik.iess 
When he sa'.s the beauty of yljiif, lie immediatciy 
thiew ovci hei the skin of a deei tliat he had taken, 
and soon after jiiescnted hci witli a bianch of coial 

AjiU lefused his gilts, and cletci mined to admit no 
lover in the place of Anmugait 

NorngAidi, thub 1 ejected, had iccouise to stiatagem 
He knew that would considt ?Ln A ngcLkoh, or 
divinei, concerning the late of hci lovei, and the 
felicity of her futuie life. He thcieforc applied him- 
self to the most celebrated of tliat pait of 

the countiy, and, by a piesent of two seals and a 
marble kettle, obtained a pionnsc that when AjiU 
should consult him, he would dcciaie that hci lo\ci 
was in the land of souls. Aji(t, in a shoit tune, 
bi ought him a coat make by heiscll^ and inquiied 
what events were to befal hei, with assuiances of a 
much largei leward at the return of Annmgait, if the 
"prediction should flatter hei desiies. 'Y.h& Angcllok 
6 knew 
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lnc« the na} to riclic: and foretold timt Amuin'ait, 
havinif' ilreiclj caught Ino «lults, would soon return 
homo rut!) a larae bolt laden with pioiisions 

This protjnos icatioii’dic ins 01 dered to 1 cop secret 
and jYo) /!"«// dep^-ndinj; upon his artifice, icncncd 
his addi esses " ith greater confidence , b it fiiidingilus 
suit still unsuccessful, applied liiiiisclf to her parents 
111th gifts and promises. Jlioiicilthof Cti cciihiut \h 
loo poneiful tor the iirluc of a Gicctilmtdir^ they 
forgot the merit and tlie pin,ciits of Amimgml, ind 
decreed Ajul to the einhnccs of Notngml She 
entreated, she remonstrated, she wept, and raicd, 
but finding riches irresistible, tied niiaj into the up- 
land', and ined 111 a eaie upon such berries as she 
could gather, and the birds or hares nliieh she had 
tlio foitune to ensnare, taking care at an hour iihcn 
sho lias not likely to h- found, to new the sea ciorj 
da), that her loier might no mias hei at his return 

At list 'lie sail die grcat-hoit in nliicli 
had departed stealing slon and he ii) laden along the 
const She ran mih all the imjiaticnce of ufioction to 
catch her loicr m her arms and relate her coii'tnnc) 
and suflerings IVlien the company reached the land, 
they informed her, that Inmngait, after the fishery 
lias ended, bmng unable to support the slon passage 
of the icsscl of carnage, Ind sot out before them 111 
his fishing boat, and they cipected at then arnvnl to 
have found him on shoie 

Ajut, dibtiacted at this intelligence, ivas about to 
fly into the hills, intbout knoiimg why, though slic 
lias non in tlie hands of her parents, iilio forced hei 
back to their onn hut, and endeavoured to comfort 
her , but iihen at last they retired to rest, Ajiii nent 
T 2 doiip 
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doAvn to the beach ; wheie, finding a fishing-boat, she 
entered it witliout hesitation, and telling those idio 
wondeied at her lashness, that she iias going in search 
oi Annmgait, rowed away with gicat swiftness, and 
was seen no more. 

The fate of these lovers gave occasion to various 
fictions and conjectuies. Some are of opinion, that 
they were changed into stars ; others imagine, that 
Anmngait was seized in his passage by the genius of 
the rocks, and that Ajuf vas tiansformed into amei- 
maid, and still continues to seek her lover in the 
desei ts of tlie sea But the general persuasion is, that 
they are both in that part of the land of souls vheie 
the sun never sets, vhere oil is alv.ajs fi esh, and pro- 
visions always warm. The virgins sometimes throw 
a thimble and a needle into the bay, fiom vhich the 
hapless maid departed; and when a Grecnlanda 
would praise any couple for virtuous affection, he de* 
dares that they love like Anmngait and Ajut, 
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Numb 188 Saturda\, JnBuon/ 4, 1753 

St tc colo Scxte, non amalo Mart 

The more I honour thee, the less I love 

■J^ONE of the dcMres dictated by \anity is more 
general, or less blainnblc, than that of being dis- 
tinguished for the aits of conversation Other accom 
jjhsliments may be pos^^essed xntliout opportunity of 
exerting them, or wanted without danger that the dc 
feet can often be remarked, but as no man can live, 
otlierwi'C than in an licnnitagc, uithout hourly pica 
sure or vexation, from the fondnes* or neglect of those 
about him, the faculty of gixing ])Icasuic is of continual 
use. Tew arc more frequently envied than iho^e who 
Jnvc the power of forcing attention uhtrevci they 
come, XV hose entrance is considered as a promise of 
felicity, and wliosc departure is luincntcd, like the 
iccess of the sun from northern climates, as a privation 
of all that enlivens fane), or inspirits gajcty 

Jt IS apparent, that to c\ccUcttCQ m this valaahic 
art, some peculiar qualifications are necessary, for 
every ernes cxpciiencc will inform him, that the 
pleasure which men arc able to give in conversation, 
Jiolds no «tatcd propoition to their knowledge or 
their virtue IVIany find their way to the tables and 
the parties of those who never consider tiicm as of 
tlic least importance in any oUicr place, we have all, 
at one time or other, been content to love tliose 
T3 whom 
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Mhcm \\c could not esteem, and been pcisiiaded to 
ti}' the dangeious experiment of admitting Inm for a 
companion, Mhom mc Imew' to be too ignoiant foi a 
counselloi, and loo ticaehcious foi a fiiend 

I quc=^tion whctler some abatement of charactei is 
not nccessdiy to geneial accept.mce Ecu ‘=;pend then 
time with much satisfaction uudei tl’e c^r of iincon- 
testable supeiioiity, and Iheichuc, among tliO'C uho-e 
piescnce is couited at asicmblies ot lol ny, thcic aie 
seldom found men cniiiiCntl}' di'5tmgLiibhcd ioi poueis 
or acquisitions The uit -uhosc vuacit) comlemns 
slouei tongues to silence, the scholai u hose knov. ledge 
allows no man to famy that he instincts Imii, the 
ciitick uho sullei s no lallaey to pass undetected, and 
the leasoiiei uho condemns tlie idle to thought, and 
the negligent to attention, aie gcncially piaiscd and 
fcaicd, leieieiicod and avoided 

lie that would please must laiely aim at such ex- 
cellence as depicsscs his licaicis in their oun opinion, 
or debais them fiom the hope ot contiibnting iccipro- 
cally to the entci tamment of the company Mciii- 
inent, extoited by sallies of imagination, spi igbtliness 
of lemark, oi quickness of reply, is too often what 
the Latins call, the Sni diman Laughtci'y a distoi tion 
of the face without gladness of heait 

Foi this icason, no style ot convcisation is moie 
extensively acceptable than the nanative He uho 
has stoied his mcmoiy uith slight anecdotes, piivate 
incidents, and poisonal peculiaiitics, seldom tails to 
find his audience favourable Almost every man 
listens with eagerness to contempoiaiy hisioiy, for 
almost every man has some leal oi imagmaiy con- 
nexion 
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ncMon ^^lth 'x celebrited chiricter^ some dc iie to 
advance or oppose <1 using name ' often co- 

operates a\ith curiosity He that is a hearer m one 
place, qualifies himself to become a speaker" in ano 
thcr , foi though lie cannot comprehend a senes of 
argument oi transport the volatile spirit of %\it, 
without evaporation, he yet tlimis Iiitnsclf able to 
titasure up the vaiious incidents of a story and 
pleases his hopes v\ith the mfomiation which he shall 
give to some infciior society 

Nciratives aie for the moat pnit heard without 
envy, because they are hot supposed to imply any 
intellectual qualities above the common rate To 
be acquainted with facts not yet echoed by plebeian 
mouths, may happen to one man as well as to ano 
ther, and to relate them when thev are known, has 
in appearance -o little difficulty, that everyone con 
cludco himself equxl to the t\sk 

But It IS not ca y> and in some situations of life 
not po-siblc, to accumulate such a stock of materials 
as miy ^uppoit the expense of continual narration, 
and It ficquently iiippcns that they who attempt 
this method of ingiatiating thcmselveo, please only 
at the first interview and for want of new supplies 
of intelligence, wen out ihcir stones by continual 
icpetition 

Ihere would be thcrcfoic little hope of obtaining 
the praise of a good companion, were it not to be 
gained by more compendious methods, but such is 
the I mdncbS ot mankind to ill, e\cept those w ho 
aspire to real merit and rational dignity, that cveiy 
understanduig mav find some way to e\citc benevo 
T4 lence. 
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Icnce, and whoever is not envied may learn the ait of 
proem ing love. ' We are willing to be plcoscd, but arc 
not willing to admire i\c favour the mirth or offi- 
ciousnes that solicits our rcgaid, but oppose the noith 
or spirit that enloiccs it 

The first place among those that plcascj because 
they desiie onl}^ to please, is due to the mci ry Jdlou\ 
whose laugh is loud, and nhosc voice is strong; 
who IS leady to echo every jest with obstreperous 
appiobation, and countenance eveiy frohek with vo- 
ciferations of applause It is not necc'^sary to a meiiy 
fellow to have in himself any fund of joculai ity, or 
foice of conception, it is sufficient that he alna}s 
appears in the highest cxdltation of gladness, for the 
greater pait of mankind aie gay 01 seiious by infec- 
tion, and follow without resistance the atti action of 
example. 

Next to the meriy fellow is the good~natui ed mmiy 
a being geneially without benevolence, or any other 
viitue, than such as indolence and insensibility con- 
fer. The characteristick of a good-natured man is 
to bear a joke, to sit unmoved and unaffected 
amidst noise and tuibulcnce, piofaneness and obsce- 
nity, to heal e\ciy tale viithout contradiction, to 
endme insult without leply, and to follow the stream 
of folly, whatever com sc it shall happen to take. 
The good- natmed man is commonly the dailing of 
the petty wits, with whom they exeicise themselves 
in the rudiments of lailleiy; foi he never takes 
advantage of failings, nor disconceits a puny satiiist 
with unexpected saicasms, but while the glass con- 
tinues to ciiculate, contentedly bears the expense of 

unintei- 
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uninterrupted laughter, aid retires rejoicing at Ins 
onn importince 

The modest man is a companion of a yet loner 
rank, nhoso only power of giving pleasure is not to 
interrupt it The modest man satisfies himself with 
peaceful silence, which all his companions are candid 
enough to consider as proceeding not from inability to 
speak, but willingness to hear 

Many, without being able to attain any general cha- 
racter of excellence, have some single art of entertain- 
ment which serves them ns a passport through the 
world One I have knonn for fifteen years tlie darl- 
mg of a weekly club, because every night, precisely at 
eleven, he begins Ins favourite song and dunng the 
vocal performance, by corresponding motions of his 
hand, chalks out a giant upon tlic w all Anotlicr has 
endeared limiself to a long succession of acquaintances 
by sitting among them with his wig reversed , another 
by contriving to smut tlie nose of imy stranger w ho 
was to bo initiated in the club, another by purring hko 
a cat, and then pretending to be frighted , and another 
by yelping like a hound, and calling to the drawers to 
drive out the dog 

Such are the arts by vvhicli cheerfulness is pro- 
moted, and sometimes friendship established, arts, 
which those who dfispise them should not ngorously 
blame except when they are practised at the expense 
of innocence foi it is always necessary to bo loved, 
but not always necessary to be reverenced 
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Numb. 189. Tulsday, Januarij 7, 1752. 


Quod tarn gutndc fopho'i clamat (ihi {uiba logala, 

Non tu, Paiiiponi, caita disuia in i C't ]M \u r 

Bi-boiinding pLuitl’lb tho’ tlu crov d ln\c rung, 

T hy ti cat IS eloquent, and not til}' tongue I Liwis 


AYoikl scaicely aflbuls o])poilunilics of iintL- 
mg any observation inoic ficqiicntly, than on fake 
claims to commendation Almost every man v. astes 
pait of his life in attempts to display qiialilies ^shich 
he does not possess, and to gain applause in Inch he 
cannot keep, so that scaiccly can tvo peisons casually 
meet, but one is ofiended oi diverted by the osten- 
tation of the oiliei 

Of these pietenders it is fit to distinguish those nho 
endcavom to deceive fiom them v\lio aie deceived; 
those who by designed impo'^tnies promote then in- 
teiest, 01 giatify then pride, from them viho mean 
only to loice into regard their latent excellencies and 
neglected viitucs, who believe themselves qualified to 
instiuct or please, and thereioic invite the notice of 
mankind 

Ihe artful and fiaudulcnt usurpeis ot distinction 
deserve greater seventies than iidicule and contempt, 
since they are seldom content with empty praise, but 
aie instigated by passions moie pcinicious than vanity. 
They considei the icputation which they endeavour 
to establish as neccssaiy to the accomplishment of 

some 
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some subsequent design, nnd value pm c onlj os it 
may conduce to tlic success ot avarice 01 arnbi 
tion 

Tlic commercnl iiorld is very frequently put into 
confusion by the bankiuptcy of merchants, that ns- 
suinal the splendour ot wealth onl) to obtain the 
piivilege of tndingwith the sloci ot other men, and 
of conti ictmg debts winch nolliini but lucky ca^^imlties 
could enable them to p ^ till alter luiv ing supported 
their appciranee a wliilc bj tumultuous nngmhcencc 
of boundless trilhck the) sml it once, md drai, down 
into poveity tl o e whom then equipages had induced 
to tuist them 

Among wi etches tint place then happine«s m the 
favour of the fiicit, ot beings whom only inji titles 
or lar^c estates set above thcmschu nothing is moic 
common than to boa t of confidence winch tlicv do 
not ctijoy, to sell promises wlncli the) know ihcir 
interest unable to pciloim, and to rcimburoc the tri- 
bute V Inch llie) p ty to an imperious rnastei, from the 
coutubiitions of intincr depend uits wJiom they can 
amuse with talcs ot then influence, and hopes ot tlicir 
sohcitition 

J vtn miong some too thougli»lcss nnd vol itilc for 
avaucc 01 ambition im) be found a species of filse- 
hood more detest ible than the levee 01 cxclnngc can 
show There arc men that boast of dcbiuchciies, of 
win h thcN ne/ci hid addicss to be guilty, luin, by 
lewd talcs the tharictcrs of women to whom they are 
scaiccly known, 01 b) wl om they have b''cn rejected, 
destioy in adiunkeii fiohek, the happiness or fami 
lies, blast the bloon ot beauty, and intercept the 
reward of viituc 


Other 
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Other aitificcs of fcilsehoorl, though utteily um^or- 
thy of an ingenuous mind, arc not yet to be lanked 
with flagitious enormities, nor is it necessary to incite 
sanguinaiy justice, against them, since they may be 
adequately punished by detection and laughter. The 
tiaveller who desciibes cities winch he has never seen; 
the squire who, at Ins ictuin from London^ tells of his 
intimacy nitli nobles to nhoin he has only bowed in 
the paik or colFee-house , the author who entertains 
his admiicis vMth stones of the assistance which he 
gives to wits of a higher rank, the city dame who 
talks of hei visits at gieat houses, wheie she hap- 
pens to know tlie cook-maid, aie surely such haimless 
animals as truth hOiself may be content to despise 
without desiring to hurt them 

But of the multitudes who struggle in vain for dis- 
tinction, and display their own meiils only to feel more 
acutely the sting of neglect, a great pait aie wholly 
innocent of deceit, and are betrayed, by infatuation 
and ciedulity, to tliat scoin with wdiich the umveisal 
love of praise incites us all to di ive feeble competitors 
out of our w ay 

Few men survey themselves with so much severity, 
as not to admit prejudices in their own favour, w'hich 
an artful flatterer may giadually strengthen, till wishes 
for a paiticular qualification aie impioved to hopes of 
attainment, and hopes of attainment to belief of pos- 
session Such flatterers eveiy one will find, who has 
power to reward their assiduities. Wherever there is 
wealth there will be dependance and expectation, and 
wherever there is dependance, there will be an emu- 
lation of servility. 


l^fany 
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Many of the follies nliich provoke general censure, 
arc the effects of such ns Iiouc\tr it might 

Jia\c ^rantontd in tlic imagmttion, «ouItl seared} ha\c 
dared the publick eye, h id it not been nnmntcd and 
emboldened b) flatter} Wliatcicr dinicullv tJicre 
ina} be m the knowledge of our elves 'eared} any 
one fills to suspect his own iinpcrfcc!ion>, till he is 
elevated by otlicrs to confidence M c arc almost all 
naturally modest and timorous , hut fl. ir and shame 
arc uneasy sensations, and whosoever helps to remove 
llicm IS received with J indnesi 

IwpiLula vvas the heiress of a large estate, and 
having lost her mother in liti lufuicv, was committcti 
to a Inverness, whom misforttints Imil reduced to 
suppleness and luumlit} il»c fondness of J injicuhis 
father would notsuflcrluni to Uust her at a publitl 
scliool, but he lured doiucslitk lcadici*s, and bcsloutd 
on lier all the ncconiphshmcnts that wcillh could 
purchase. I3ut Iiow manv tl»ng> arc netc ^ii*\ to Iiap- 
pmcbs winch inoncj cannot obtain’ Tims sccludcil 
from all witli whom she nii^ht comer c on tenns of 
cquaht}, she heard none of tlio-.c inlmniions ot her 
defects, vvliicli envy, petulance, or anger, produce 
among cliildrcn, where they ore not afraid ol tclhiij, 
what tlie} tliink 

Tiirpiutla saw nothing but obsequiousness, and 
heard nothing but commendations None arc so 
little acquainted with the heart, os not to know that 
womans first wish is to be liandsomc, and tliat con 
sequently the readiest method ot obtaining Iicr kind 
ness IS to praise her beaut} Ttnpicida Imd a dis 
torted shape and a dark complexion, }et, when the 
impudence of adulation had ventured to tell licr of the 

commanding 
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commanding dignity of her motion, and the soft en- 
chantment of her smile, she was easily convinced, that 
she nas the delight 01 toiment of eveiy e^e, and that 
all who gazed upon her felt the fiie of envy or love' 
She theiefoic neglected the ciiltnie of an under- 
standing nhich might have supplied the defects of hci 
form, and applied all her caic to the decoiation of her 
person, foi she considered that more could ]udge of 
beauty than of wit, and nas, like the lest of human 
beings, in haste to be admired The desiie of con- 
quest naturally led hei to the lists in nhich beauty sig- 
nalizes her poncr She ghtteied at court, flutteied 
in the paik, and talked aloud in the fiont-bo\, but, 
after a thousand expeiimcnts of hei charms, nas at 
last convinced that she had been flattered, and that her 
glass was honestei than her maid 


I 
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Xi-WB 190 Saturda.'i Jamiaii/ ll, 1752 


rioravere swm * non rc^i>ndet efavorcm ' 

Qiitrstfum vifntis * ^ lion 

(! ' 

Ilearif and 4lfrcd ^ j 

Clob (3 tlieir long glories willi a sigh to find ^ 

lb mu lllmg ^ratitud of base min'enid * Porn 


A MONO tlie emirs and iisicrs, the sons of valour 
and of nisdo n, tint stand at tiie coineis of the 
Indian throne, to assist the couiistis or conduct the 
liars of the posteiitv of Timiii, tlio first plate iiaa 
long held bj Moiad the son of Ilanuth Mot ad, 
haling signalized Imnsclt 111 imiij battles ind sieges, 
lias rc,iv tided iiitli tlic goveinment of 1 proiince, 


from iihicli the fame of Ills iiisdoin and inodontion 
lias 11-ifttd to the puiiiaclcs of jdgut, bj the pmeu 
of those 11 hoin his administration nn Je liappi The 
einpt ror called bun into liis presence and ginj, into 
his hand the heis of iithes and the sabre of com- 
mand The voice of Uloyad iias licaid from tlio 
cliffs of Taunis to the India/ ocein eieij ton,^ue 
falterud in his piesencc, ind every eje iias ^cast 
don 11 before bun , 

Mould hied many tears 111 prospeiity eierj day 
increased his 11 1 dth, and evtended hi- influence 
dhe sag,,s rcpcited hu, ma\mis, the captains of tlioa^ 

sands 
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sands •waited his commands. Competition •withdreAV 
into the cavein of envy, and discontent tiembled at 
her own murmuis. But human gicatncss is short 
and tiansitory, as the odour of incense m the fire. 
The sun grew weary of gilding the palaces of ]\Ioradj 
the clouds of sorrow gathered round his head, and the 
tempest of hatred roared about his dwelling. 

Morad saw luin diastily appioaching The first 
that forsook him were his poets , their example was 
followed by all those whom he had lewaidcd ioi con- 
tributing to his pleasures, and only a few, uhose virtue 
had entitled them to favour, were now to be seen in 
his hall or chambers He felt his dangci, and pros- 
trated himself at the foot of the throne His accusers 
were confident and loud, his friends stood contented 
with frigid neutrality, and the voice of truth was over- 
born by clamour. He was divested of his power, 
deprived of his acquisitions, and condemned to pass 
the rest of his life on his heieditaiy estate 

Morad had been so long accustomed to crow'ds 
and business, supplicants, and flatteiy, that he knew' 
not how to fill up his houis m solitude, he saw with 
regret the sun rise to foice on his eye a new day for 
which he had no use: and envied the savage that wan- 
ders in tlie deseit, because he has no time vacant from 
the calls of nature, but is ahvays chasing his prey, or 
sleeping in his den. 

His discontent in time vitiated his constitution, 
and a slow disease seized upon him. He lefused 
physick, neglected exeicise, and lay dow’ii on hiS 
'COUch peevish and lestless, lather afraid to die tlian 
desirous to hve. His domesticks, for a time, re- 
doubled 
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doubled their assiduities, but finding that no officious- 
ncss could sooth, nor exactness satisfy, they soon gave 
nay to negligence and sloth, and he that once com- 
manded nations, often languished in his chamber nith 
out an attendant. 

In this melancholy state, he commanded messengers 
to recall his eldest son Abouzaid from tlie army 
Abousaid nas alarmed at the Account of his fathei s 
sickness, and hasted by long journeys to his place of 
residence Moiad nas jet li\ mg, and felt hia strength 
return at the embraces of his son , then commanding 
him to sit donn at his bed side, Abouzaidy sajs he, 
thy father has no more to hope or fear from the in 
“ habitants of tlie earth, tlic cold hand of the ingel of 
“ death is non upon him, and the \oracious grave is 
“ honlmg for his prej Hear, therefore, the precepts 
“ of ancient evpeucnce, let not my last instructions 
** issue forth m \ain Ihou hast seen me happy and 
“ calamitous, tliou h'lst beheld my exaltation and my 
fall My pouer is m the hands of mj enemies, 
“ my treasures have rewaidcd roj accusers, but my 
“ inheritance the clemency of the emperor ha^ spared, 
“and my wisdom his anger could not take awaj 
“ Cast thiue eyes round thee whatever thoU beholdest 
“ will, m a few hours, be thine, apply thine ear to my 
“dictates, and these possessions will promote thy 
“happiness Aspire not to publick honours, enter 
“ not the palaces of kings, tliy wealth will set thee 
“ above insult, let thy moderation keep thee below 
“envy Content thjsc’f with private oiguitv, diffuse 
“ Ihj 1 idles ainoii" thj fnends let cveiy day e'tend 
“ thj beneficence, and suffer not thy heart to be at 
VL U » rest 
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“rest till thou art loved by all to \Uiom thou ait 
“ knoun In the height of my po^\el, I said to 
“defamation, Who uill hear thcc^ and to artifice, 
“What canst thou pci form ^ But, my son, despise 
“ not thou the malice of the Mcakcsl, icmenihei that 
“ venom supplies the -uant of sticnglh, and that the 
“ lion may perish by {he punctuie of an asp 

Morad expired in a fcv\ houis Jboiizaid, aftei the 
months of mouining, dctei mined to legulale his con- 
duct by his fathei’s picccjils, and eultisate the lo\c of 
mankind h'^ e\eiy ait of kindness and endearment 
He uiscly considcied, that domcstick hap))incss uas 
first to be secuicd, and that none ha\e so much pouer 
of doing good or hint, as those who me pic-jcnt in 
the hour ot negligence, hear the buists of thoughtless 
meiiiment, and obseivc the staits of unguaidcd pas- 
sion Pie theiefoie augmented the pay of all Ins at- 
tendants, and lequited cvci}^ cxeition of uncommon 
diligence by supei numeral y gratuities. While he con- 
gratulated himself upon the fidelity and aflection of 
his family, he was in the night alai med m ith robbers, 
who, being pursued and taken, declared that they had 
been admitted by one of the servants, the seivaut 
immediately confessed, that he unban ed the dooi, 
because another not moie woithy of confidence uas 
entiusted with the kc3s 

Abouzaid was thus convinced that a dependant 
could not easily be made a fiiend, and that vhile 
many weie soliciting for the first rank of favour, all 
those would be alienated whom he disappointed. He 
therefore i esolved to associate with a few equal com- 
panions selected fiom among t]ie chief men of the 

pioyince. 
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proiincc B nil these lie Incd Imppil) for n time, 
till faniiliaritj set them free from restraint, anti c\cry 
man thoupht himself at lilicrt) to intliilne his onii 
capnee anil ativnnee his onii opinion^ HiC) then 
di'turbcel caeh other witli coiilranels of inclinations, 
ami (linercncc of sriiliiiienls and Ahoiu ill vias iie- 
ccs«mted to oflend one pirts bj coiicurrenct, or both 
lij imiitTercnce 

He aflernanis dclcniiined to aioiil n clo'c union 
«ith hemps so discordant in their iintuix end to dif- 
fuse him elf 111 a larger curie He pnicti cd the smile 
of unncrsal courtes), and iiiMIcd all to his table, 
but admitted none to Ins retirements Mnii^ who 
had been rejected in Ins choice of friend hip, now 
refused to accept his ncqunmtaiicc, nnd of iho e whom 
plcntj and mapiificciicc drew to his tihle, eieij one 
pressed forward toward iiitiniicj, tlieij,,ht himself 
oserloohcd in the croud, nnd munntired hccnu'c he 
was not distinguished nhosc the n u Bj digret-s nil 
made adiancci., and all jes'n'ed rcpiil c Jlio table 
aias then coscred with delicacies m \ iin, the imi«iek 
sounded in emptj rooms and ylhoiitiiid was left to 
form m solitude some new scheme of pleasure or 
sccuritj 

Resolsingnon to trj the force of gratitude, he m 
<]uired for men of science, whose merit wns ohseiircd 
hy poicrtj His lioiisowns soon crowded s ith poets, 
sculptors, paiotcrs, and designer-, who wantoned in 
unexperienced piciit), nnd employed their powers m 
celebration of their patron But m a short time Ihtj 
forgot the distress from wliicli they had been rescued, 
find began to eonsider jlieir delnercr as a urctcli of 
V 3 iiariow 
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naiiow capacity, who was giovMiig great by works 
which he could not perform, and whom they over- 
paid by condescending to accept his bounties Ahoii- 
zaid heaid their muimurs and dismissed them, and 
from tliat houi contmued blind to colouis, and deaf 
to panegynck 

As the sons of ait departed, inutteimg threats of 
peipetual infamy, Abouzaid, who stood at the gate, 
called to him Hamct the poet “ Hamei," said he, 
thy ingratitude has put an end to my hopes and ex- 
periments: I have now learned the vanity of those 
labouis that wish to be icwarded by human benevo- 
^Mence; I shall hencefoith do good, and avoid evil; 
“ without lesppct to the opinion of men, and lesolve to 
“ solicit only the appi obation of that Being u horn 
alone we aie suie to please by endeavoiiiing to 
please him.” 



N' igt 


THE RAMBLER. 


*93 


Nujiii 191 liVTSTiAy, January \75z 


Cercvs ui ulium Jleett tnonttonlvt atper Hon 

Tlie jouth— 

"ijclding liVe wax tli impresjne foil/ bears 

Pougb to reproof and stow to folnre cares rrA\cis 

To the RA-WBLCR 
DCAtl Mn RAMDtEK, 

T II VVE been four dnys confined to my ebamber by 
a cold, Hindi has already Kept me from three pHys, 
nine sales, five slions, and six card tables, and put me 
serenteen visits behind hand, and the doctor tells my 
mamma, that if I fret and cry, it Hill settle in my 
head, and I sliall not bo fit to bo seen tlicso six hccKs 
B ut, dear Mr Jlamlla, lion con I liclji it’ At this 
veiy lime Mchssa is dancing Hith the prettiest gentle- 
man, — she Hill breakfist Hitli him to inorroH, and 
then run to tno auctions, and hear coniphmciits, and 
have presents, then she mil be drest, and visit, and 
get a ticket to the play, tlien go to cards and win, and 
come homo mth tno flambeaux before her chair 
Dear Mr Rambler, who can bear it ’ 

Aly aunt has just brought me a bundle of your 
papers for my amusement She says, you are a pliilo 

sopher, and mil teach me to moderate my desiics, and 
look upon the world mth indifference But, dear Sir, 
I do not wish nor intend to moderate my desires, nor 
V 3 can 
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can I think it proper to look upon the world \Mth m- 
diffeicnccj till the uorld looks uith indifTrrcnce on me. 
I have been forced, houever, to sit this morning a 
•whole quarter of an hour with }oui paper befoic my 
face, but just as my aunt came in, Phi/llida had 
brought me a letter from Mr 'flip, which I put within 
the leaves, and icad about absence and incomolablc- 
ness, and a) (Join ^ awCi n resistible pas’non, and eternal 
constancy, while my aunt imagined, that 1 was puz- 
zling myself ivitli your philosophy, and often cued out, 
w’hen she saw me look confused, “If there is any 
“ woid that you do not understand, child, I will c\- 
“ plain it.” 

Dear soul' how old people that think themselves 
SYise may be imposed upon* But it is fit that they 
should take their turn, for I am sure, while they can 
keep poor gals close in the nurseiy, they tyrannize 
over us in a very shameful manner, and fill our imagi- 
nations with tales of terrour, only to make us live 
in quiet subjection, and fancy that w'c can never be 
safe but by theii protection. 

I have a mamma and two aunts, who have all been 
formeily celebiated for wit and beauty, and are still 
generally admired by those that value themselves upon 
their understanding, and love to talk of vice and virtue, 
natuie and simplicity, and beauty and pi opnety; but 
if there w'as not some hope of meeting me, scaicely a 
cieature would come near them that wears a fashion- 
able coat These ladies, IMr Rambler, have had me 
under their government fifteen years and, a half, and 
have all that tune been endeavouring to deceive me 
by such representations of life as I now find not to be 
true ; but I know not whethei I ought to impute them 

tq 
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to Ignorance 01 nnlicc, as it is possible the world may 
be much ch'\ngctl since Ibej mingled in general con 
■vcrsition 

JJcing desirous that I should love bools, thej told 
me, that nothing but bnonlcdge could make me an 
agreeable companion to men of sense or qualify me 
to distinguish tlic superficial glitter of \anit} from the 
solid merit of undcrotandmg, and that a habit of read 
mg nould enable me to fill up the > acuities of life 
nithout the help of sill) 01 dangerous amusements, 
and preserve me from tlie snares of idleness and the 
inroads of temptation 

But then principal intention tins to make me afraid 
of men, in nhich they succeeded so ucUforatwne, 
that I durst not look in tlicir faces, or be left alone 
>vith them m a parlour, for they made me fancj, tliat 
no man ever spoke but to deceive, or looked but to 
allure, tiiat the girl uho suficred him that had once 
squeezed her hand, to approach her a second tune, 
was on the brink of rum, and that she who answered 
a billet, without consulting her relations, gave love 
such power over her, that she would certainly become 
either poor or infamous 

Prom the time tliat mj leading strings were taken 
ofl^ I scarce licaid any mention of rny beauty but 
from the milliner, tho mantua maker, and my own 
maid, for my mamma never said more, when she 
heard me commended, but " tlie gir! is very well, 
and then endeavoured to divert my attention by some 
inquiry after my needle, or my book 

It 13 now thice months since I have been suffered 
to pay and receive visits, to dance at pubhek assem 
biles, to have a place kept foi me in the boxes, and 
u 4 to 
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to play at lady Rachet's rout, and you may easily 
imagine what I think of those who have so long 
cheated me 'v’l ith false expectationsj disturbed me witli 
fictitious terrours, and concealed from me all tliat I 
have found to make the happiness of oman 

I am so far from perceiving the usefulness or neces- 
sity of books, that if I had not diopped all pretensions 
to learning, I should have lost ]\Ir. Trip^ w horn I once 
frighted into anothei box, by retailing some of Dry- 
den's remarks upon a tragedy , for I\'Ir Ti'ip declares, 
that he hates nothing like, hard noids, and I am sure, 
there is not a better paitner to be found; his very walk 
is a dance I have talked once or twice among ladies 
about pnnciples and ideas, but they put their fans 
before their faces, and told me I was too wise for 
them, who for their part never pietended to read any 
thing but the play-bill, and then asked me the pi ice 
of my best head. 

Those vacancies of time which are to be filled up 
with books, I have never yet obtained, for, con- 
sider, Mr Rambler, I go to bed late, and therefore 
cannot rise early ; as soon as I am up, I dress for the 
gardens, then walk in the Park, then ahvays go to 
some sale or show, or entertainment at the Little 
Theatre , then must be dressed for dinner , then must 
pay my visits, then walk in the Park, then hurry 
to the play, and from thence to the card-table. 
This is the general course of the day, when there 
happens nothing exti aordinary ; but sometimes I 
ramble into the country, and come back again to a 
ball ; sometimes I am engaged for a whole day and 
pait of the night If, at any time, I can gain an 
hour by not being at home, I have so many things 

to 
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to do so many orders to give to the milliner, so many 
alterations to make in my clothes, so many visitants* 
nimes to read over, so many mvitationa to accept or 
refuse, so many cards to write, and so man) fashions 
to consider, that I am lost in confusion, forced at last 
to let in company or step into my chair, and leave 
half my affairs to the direction of niy maid 

This IS the round of my day, and when shall I 
cither stop my course, or so change it as to want a 
book ^ I suppose It cannot be imagined, that any of 
these diversions will soon be at an end There will 
always be gardens, and a park, and auctions, and 
shows, and pla)houscs, and cards, visits will always 
be paid, and clothes alwajs be v^orn and how can 
Idiavc time unernplo)cd upon myhands^ 

But I am most at a loss to guess for what purpose 
they related such tragick stones of the cruelty, perfidy, 
and artifices of men, who if they ever were so 
malicious and dcbtructivc, have certainly now reformed 
their manners I have not, since my entrance into 
the world, found one who docs not profess himself 
devoted to my service, and ready to live or die as I 
shall command him They arc so far from intending to 
hurt me, that thevr only contewtiow vs who shall be 
allowed most doscly to attend, and most frequently to 
treat me , when different places of entertainment, or 
schemes of pleasure are mentioned, I can see the e)e 
sparkle and the checks glow of him whose proposals 
obtain my approbation, he then leads me off in 
triumph, adores my condescension, and congratulates 
himself tliat he has lived to tlie liour of felicity Are 
these, Mr Jlamblet, creatures to be feared^ Is it 

likely 
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likely that an injuiy be done me by those ^vho can 
enjoy life only wliile I favoui them -n ith my presence ' 

As little 1 Cason can I yet find to suspect them of 
stiatagcms and fiaud M'hcn I play at cards, they 
nevci take advantage of my mistakes, noi exact from 
mearigoious observation of the game. Even IMr. 
Shuffle, a grave gentleman, \\lio has daughtcis older 
than m;ysclf, plays nith me so negligently, that I am 
sometimes inclined to believe he loses liis money by 
design, , and yet he is so fond of play, that he says^ lie 
■^vill one day take me to his house in the country, tliat 
nc may tiy by oui selves who can conquer. I have 
not yet promised him, but when the town glows a 
little empty, I shall think upon it, for I w ant some 
trinkets, like Letiiia's, to my watch. I do not doubt 
my luck, but mu^-t study some means of amusing my 
relations. 

Eor all these distinctions I find myself indebted to 
that beauty which I was never suficred to hear praised, 
and of which, thciefoie, I did not before know the 
full value. The concealment w-as ceitainly an in- 
tentional fraud, foi my aunts have eyes like other 
people, and I am eveiy day told, that nothing but 
blindness can escape the influence of my charms. 
Their whole account of that woild which they pietend 
to know so well, has been only one fiction entangled 
with another , and though the modes of life oblige me 
to continue some appeal ances of respect, I cannot 
think that they, who have been so clearly detected in 
ignorance or imposture, have any light to the esteem, 
veneiation, or obedience of, 

SIR, Youis, 

Bella III A I 
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Numb 192 Saturday, Janmiy J8, 1752 
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Vam the noblest birth would pro\e 
Nor worth nor wit avail in love 
Tis gold alone succeeds— by gold 
The venal sex is bought and sold 
Accura d be he who first of jore 
Di*!coverd the pernicious ore* 

This sets a brother $ heart on fire 
And arms the son against the sire 
And what alas' is worse than all 
To this the lover owes bis fall F Lewjs 

rr7//fcRAAIJBLER 

SIR, 

T AIM the son of a gentleman, whose ancestors, 
for many ages, held the first rank in the country , 
till at last one of them, too d^irous of popularity, 
set his house open, kept a table covered with con- 
tinual profusion, and distributed his beef and ale to 
such as chose rather to live upon the folly of others, 
than their 'own labour with such thoughtless libe- 
rality^ that he left a third part of his estate mortgaged 

His 
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His successor, a man of spirit, scorned to impair 
his dignity by parsimonious letrenchments, or to ad- 
mit, by a sale of his lands, any paiticipation of the 
rights of his manor , he theiefoie made another moit- 
gage to pay the mteiest of tlie former, and pleased 
himself ^Mth the reflection, that his son would have the 
hereditary estate without the diminution of an acre. 

Nearly resembling this was the practice of my wise 
progenitoi's for many ages Eveiy man boasted the 
antiquity of his family, resolved to support the dignity 
of his birth, and lived in splendour and plenty at 
the expense of his heir, who, sometimes by a wealthy 
marriage, and sometimes by lucky legacies, discharged 
part of the incumbrances, and tliought himself en- 
titled to contract new debts, and to leave to his 
children the same inheritance of embarrassment and 
distress. 

Thus the estate peipetually decayed; the woods 
were felled by one, the park ploughed by another, 
the fishery let to farmers by a third , at last the old 
hall was pulled dowm to spare the cost of reparation, 
and part of the materials sold to build a small house 
with the rest. We were now openly degiaded fiom 
our original rank, and my father s brother w as allowed 
with less reluctance to sei ve an apprenticeship, though 
we never reconciled ourselves heai’tily to the sound of 
haberdasher, but always talked of warehouses and a 
merchant, and when the wind happened to blow loud, 
affected to pity the hazards of commerce, and to 
sympathize with the solicitude of my poor uncle, who 
had the true retailer’s tei rour of adventure, and never 
exposed himself or his property to any wider water 
than the Thames. 

2; 
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In time, ho^^e\c^, by continual profit tucI small 
expenses he greiv rich, and began to turn his thoughts 
to\s arils raiiL He hung the arms of the family over 
his parlour-chimney , pointed at a chaiiot decorated 
only w iih a cj pher , became of opinion that money 
could not mahe a gentleman, resented the petulance 
of upstarts , told stones of alderman Pu/ps grand 
father the porter, uondcred that tJicre was no better 
method for regulating precedents , u ished for some 
dre»s peculiar Jo men of fashion, and when his servant 
presented a letter, always inquired whetliei it came 
from his brother the esquire 

My fatlicr was careful to «end him game by every 
earner, which, though the conveyance often cost more 
than the value, was well received, because it gave him 
an opportunity of calling Ins friends togctlicr, desenb 
mg the beauty of his brothers scat, and lamenting his 
own folly, whom no remonstrances could witbliold from 
polluting his fingers with a shop book 

The little pre^nts which wc sent were always re- 
turned with great munificence lie was desirous of 
being tlie second founder of his family, and could not 
bear that we should be any longer outshone by those 
whom we considered as climbeis upon our rums, and 
usurpers of our fortune He fumiahcd our house with 
all the elegance of fashionable espdnse, and was care 
ful to conceal his bounties, lest the poveity of liis 
family should be suspected 

At length it happened that, by misconduct like our 
own, a large estate, winch had been purchased from 
us was again exposed to the best bidder My uncle, 
delighted with an oppoitunity of leinstating the fimily 
Ja their possessions, came down with trcasuies scarcely 

to 
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fo be imagined in a place Mhere commcice li.is not 
made laige sums familiar, and at once drove all the 
competitois an ay, expedited the niiting^, and took 
possession JIc non considcicd IjinT^clf as supei loiir to 
tiade, disposed of his stock, and as ‘•non ns he had 
settled his econoni} , began to shon his i lira! sovcicigntv, 
by bi caking the hi dges of his tcnaiib in hunting, and 
seizing the guns 01 nets of lliose n hose foi tunes did 
not qualify them for spoihnien lie soon afteinards 
solicited the o/licc ol shciifl*, Jiom nhirh all his neigh' 
hours were glad to be icpiicved, but vhich lie re* 
gauled as a icsimiption ofaneistial clumis, and a Iind 
of lestoiation to blood after llie attainder of a trade. 

My uncle, nliosc mind nas so filled n ith this change 
of his condition, that he found no n ant of dorncstick 
entei tainment, dccUn eel himself loo old toman}, and 
lesolvcd to let the non ly-pni chafed estate fall into the 
icgulai channel of inheritance I nas thcicforc con- 
sideied as heir appaient, and courted with ofilcious- 
ness and cai esses, by the gentlemen wlio luid hitherto 
coldly allowed me that lank nhich the} could not 
refuse, depiessed me with studied neglect, and ini* 
tated me with ambiguous insults 

I felt not much pleasuic fiom the cuilitics foi which 
I knew myself indebted to my uncle's industry, till, by 
one of the invitations which cvciy da} now bi ought 
me, I was induced to spend a week with JLkcik?, 
whose daughtei Flavilla I had often seen and admiied 
like others, without any thought of neaiei appioaches. 
The inequality w'hich iiad hithci to kept me at a distance 
being now levelled, I was icceivcd w'lth evciy evidence 
of respect: Lucius told me the fortune which he in- 
fended for his favouute daughtei, many odd accidents 

obliged 
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obliged us to be often together witliout companv, ^nd 
I soon began to iind that they were spreading for me 
llie nets of matrimony 

FlauUa nas all softness and complaisance I, uho 
had been excluded b^ a narrow foitune from much 
acquaintance with tlie world, and never been honomed 
before with the notice of so fine a lady, was easily en 
amoured Lucius either perceived my passion, or 
/VetiZ/fl betrayed It , care was taken, that our private 
meetings should be less frequent, and my charmer con 
fessed by her eyes how much pain she suffered from 
ourrestraint I renewed my visit upon every pi etence, 
but was not allowed one interview without witness, at 
last I declared my passion to Lucius, who received 
me as a lover worthy of Ins daughter, and told me 
that nothing was wanting to his consent, but that my 
uncle should settle his estate upon me I objected the 
indecency of encroaching on his life, and the danger 
of provoking him by such an unseasonable demand 
Lucius seemed not to tlimk decency of mucli import 
ance, but admitted the danger of displeasing, and con 
eluded that as he was now old and sickly, we might, 
without any inconvenience, wait for his death 

With this resolution I was better contented, as it 
procured me -the company of Fat ilia, m whidi the 
Aays passed away amidst continual rapture, but in 
time I began to be ashamed of Bitting idle, in cvpec 
tation of growing uch by the death of my bcnefactoj, 
and proposed to Lucius many schemes of 1 aismg my 
own fortune by such assjstance as I knew my uncle 
willing to give me Lucius, afnid lest I should 
change my affection in absence, diverted me fjom my 
tdesign by dissuasivcs to which my passion easily 

liotened 
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listened. At last my uncle died, and considering 
himself as neglected by me, fiom the time that 
*oilla took possession of my heart, left his estate to 
my youngei biothei, A\ho nas always hoveiiiig about 
Ins bed, and 1 elating stones of my pranlvs and cx- 
tiavagance, my contempt of the commeicial dialect, 
and my impatience to be selling stock. 

My condition w as soon know n, and I w as no longer 
admitted by the fathci of Flavilla I icpcatcd the 
protestations of legard, which had been formcily le- 
turned with so much aidour, 111 a letter which she ic- 
ceived piivately, but letiinicd by hei father’s footman. 
Contempt has diiven out my love, and I am content 
to have purchased, by the loss of foi tune, an escape 
from a harpy, who has joined tlie aitifices of age to 
the alluiements of youth. I am now' going to jiursue 
my foimei piojccts w-ith a legacy which my uncle be- 
queathed me, and if I succeed, shall expect to heai 
of the repentance of Flmilla. 

I am, SIR, Youis, t^’c. 

CONSTANTIUS* 
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TauJtt amort inrxei^ tunl certa piaeila qua te 

7er ptirclcclo poltrvnt rccicart IdiHo IIor 

Or jrt tli )U bwiks \icltl a certam pcil 
To slop II13 tumour ^outliall eta c to swell 
hen^oj hasc read them thrice and studi d well 

Creecj! 

'V^H'MrVEIl IS imi\crsall\ dcsirod, ^iill be 
sought by industry mid artilicc, by inuit nnd 
crimcsj by means good and bad, nlioin! and absurd, 
according to the prevalence of Mrluc or mcc of wis- 
dom or foil} Some will alwnvs mist ike the degree 
oftlicn own desert, and some will desire tint others 
ma} misUke It 1 lie cunning will have recourse to 
s ntagein and the powerful to violence, for tlie nt- 
t iin nent of their w idles, some will sloop to theft, nnd 
others vcntiiic upon pUindei 

Piaisc Is so pltising to the mind of man, tint it is 
thcoiij,inil motive ot almost all oui actions IJie 
duire of commend ition, is of ever} thing else, is 
Ml led indicd b} innumci iblc diDci cnees of tcmpci 
inpiciU, nnd knowledge, some liavc no higher wish 
tlnn loi the applause of nclub, soiic expect the 
ncclamntiona of^a county, and some have hoped to 
till the mouths of nil ages and nntions with Ihcir names 
Ever} mnn pants foi tlic Iiiglicst eminence witliin Ins 
view, none, however mean, ever sinks below the 
hope of being distinguished b} his fellow beings, and 
veiy few Jiavc, b) inagnnnimity Or pict}, been so 
\ VoL VI X raised 
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raised abo\c it, as to act wholly without legaul to 
censure oi ojiinion 

To be piciiscd, thcicforc, cvciy man icsolvcs, but 
lesolulions Aull not execute themselves. That which 
all think too paisimoniously (hstiibutcd to their own 
claims, they will not giatuitously sqnandci upon othcis, 
and some exjiedient must be tned, by which praise 
may be gained bcfoic it can be enjoved. 

Amonsc the inniimeiable biddeis forpiaisc, some 
aie willing to pui chase at the highest rate, and offci 
case and health, foi tune and life. Yet even of these 
only a small pail have gained what they so earnestly 
dcsiicd, the student w astes away m meditation, and 
the soldi ei pci ishes on the ramparts, but unless some 
accidental adv antage co-opei ates w ith mei it, neithei 
perseveiance noi adventuic attiact attention, and 
leaining and biavciy sink into the grave, without 
honour or remcmbi aiice 

But ambition and vanity geneially expect to begrati- " 
lied on easier tei ms. It lias been long observed, that 
wdiat is procuied by skill or labour to the first possessor, 

• maybe aftenvaids tiansfeiied for money; and that 
the man of wealth may jiaitakc all the acquisitions of 
coinage without hazaid, and all the pioducts of in- 
dustiy without fatigue It was easily discovered, that 
riches would obtain pi aise among other conveniencics, 
and that he whose pude was unluckily associated with 
laziness, ignoiance, oi cowaidice, needed only to 
pay the hue of a panegyust, and he might be icgaled 
w ith periodical eulogies , might detei mine, at leisure, 
what viituc or science he would be pleased to appio- 
piiate, and be lulled in the evening with soothing 
serenades, oi walced in the moinmg by spiightly 
^atuUtions. 
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I Tlic Inppmess i^hith mottals receive fiom the cclc 
biation of beneficence which never relieved, eloquence 
which never pcisuided, 01 elegance which never 
pUaswd ouirht not to be cmicd 01 disturbed, wlicn 
the} aic known honestl) to pa} foi then entertainment 
Rut theixx me uninciciful exaclois of adulation, who 
withhold the wages ot \enility rctnn their encomiast 
fjoni jear to }cai b} general piomi'>cs and ambiguous 
blandishments, and wJien lie Ins run through the 
whole compass of flattery, dismi s him with contempt, 
bcc'iuse his vein of fiction is exhausted 

A continual feast of commendation la only to be 
obtained b} mentor b} wealth, in my are therefore 
obliged to content themselves with single morsels, and 
ncompen'ic the infrequency of their enjoyment by 
oxccss and not, wlvencver fortune sets the banquet 
bcfoic them Hunger is never dchc'xte, tbeywhoare 
bcldom gorged to the full with pm c, mo) be snfely 
fed with gios» compliments , for tlie appetite inuat be 
satisfied befoio it is disgusteil 

It i» casv to find the moment which vanity li 
caser foi sustenance and all that iinjiudcnce 01 sei 
vilily can ofief will be well received t>hcn aii} one 
mnplams of iJie want of wbat bo is Xnonn to possess 
in 'll! unconimon degree Iro certain!} waits with im ^ 
patience to be coivtradicled hen the tradei pre 
tenda anxiety about the pa} ment of his billsj 01 the 
beauty remarks how fughtfully she looks, then is the 
lucky moment to talk of iiclicsor of charms, of the 
death of lovers, or the honour of a merchant 

Others there arc vet more open and artless, who, 
in tcad of suborning a flatterer, aic content to supplj 
bis place, and, as some animals impregnate them'^elves, 

2 swell 
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buel) v^ith Uir piaibcs A\lncli they hcai from their omit 
tonoucs Jh’cic i', (liuhtr laudarc h’\c, cm nemer 
C1I1116 conligU laudator “ It 11 ri'^ht,” Era sw us, 

“ that he, M’hom no one el cnili comincnh, should 
“ besioM' commendations on himselt ’ Of all the ‘^ons- 
of vanih, these aie suiely llic hapjnest and ii;icatcst : 
foi nliat 3S gieatncss or happiness but independence on 
external inflaeiicC', e'enijition liom hope 01 tear, and 
the poMCi of supplying e\cr3' A\ant fiom the common 
Stoics of nitine, m I nch can ncithei be cxhan-lcd noi' 
piohibitcd' Such is the m'isc man of the stoieks , sucli 
IS the divinity of the cpieuicans , and such is the 
flatterer of himself Eveiv othci enjoyment malice 
may dcstioy , evciy olhei ])anc<j;^ 1 ick envy may nith- 
hold 5 but no human poucr can depiivc the boa-tc^* 
of his onn encomiums Iiifamv mav liiss, 01 con- 
tempt may gionl, the Ini clings ol the gveat max follow 
foitunc, and the xotaiic'; of tiiilh may attend on v iitiic; 
but his pleasures still icinam the stunc, he can alua3b 
listen with raptuic to himscll, and leave those who 
daie not lepose upon their own attestation, to be elated 
01 depressed by chance, and toil on m the hopeless 
task of fixing capiice, and piopitiating malice 

This ait of h.^ppmess has been long piactised by 
peiioaical writcis, with little a.ppaicnt violation of 
decency "When we think 0111 excellencies ovei looked 
by the w Olid, 01 desiic to iccall the attention of the 
publick to some paiticulai pciforinance, we sit down 
with gieat composuie and vviitc a letter to om selves. 
The con espondent, whose chaiactei we assume, alvvays 
addi esses us with the defeience due to a supciiour in- 
telligence, proposes his doubts with apiopCi sense of 
his own nubility, offers an obiection with ti oinbhng 

diffidence , 
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diffidence , nnd nt hst has no other pretensions to our 
notice than his piofunditj of respect and sincerity of 
admuation, hi submission to our dictates, and zeal 
tor oji success To such a readei, it impossible to 
refuse letrard nor can it ea^il} be inn^med n itli hoiv 
much alicnt} v.c snatdi up the pen uhich indignation 
or despair had condemned to inaeti\it>, i hen v.c find 
such candour and judgment ^et remaining in the woild 
\ letter of this I ind I had lately tlic honour of pe- 
ru mg in ivhich tliough some of the periods* nerc 
negligently clo«ed, and some expressions of familiarity 
ncrc used, nhicli I thouglit might teach others to 
address me 111th ‘too httle reicience 11 as so much 
delimited iiith the passages in 11 Inch mention 11 as 
made of uniieicd learning — unbounded genius — soul 
of Iloneif P^thngoias and Plato — sohdit} of thought 
— accuracj of distinction — elc^nce of combination— 
Mgour ol fancj — strengtli ot reason — and regulaiiti of 
compo ition, — that I had once determined to lay it 
befoic the publick Three times I sent it to the 
printer and three times I fetched it bad My mo 
dcstj was on the pdint of jielding, ivhen reflecting that 
I lias about to waste panegyncks on mjself, iiluch 
Illicit be more profitably icsencd for patron, I 
locked it up for a better boui in comphancL with the 
fnmci s nijpc pie who never cats at home what he 
can carrj to the market 


^3 
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Numb. 194. Saturday, January q. 1732. 

Si damnosa scncmjuvat aha, ludtt ct Iiccfv$ 

Bullatus, parvoquc cadcin quntit arnia JriliUo Jo\. 

If gaming di es an aged sire entice, 

'1 hen my young mabter swifilj learns the vice, r 

And shakes in hanging slceses the little bo\ and d cc J 

i DiuniNjjun 


To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

HAT vanity keeps every man important 

in his ovn eyes, inclines me to believe that 
neithei you nor youi reacleis have jet forgotten the 
name of Eumathes, who sent you a few' months ago 
an account of his ai rival London, withavomig 
nobleman his pupil I shall thcieforc continue my 
naiiative w'lthout pieface 01 lecapitulation 

My pupil, m a veiy short time, by his mothei’s 
countenance and diiection, accomplished himself with 
all those qualifications which constitute puerile polite- 
ness IJe became in a few' days a perfect master of 
his hat, which with a caieless nicety he could put olF 
or on, without any need to adjust it by a second 
motion This was' not attained but by frequent con- 
sultations with his dancing-master, and constant prac- 
tice before the glass, for he had some lustick habits to 
overcome, but w'hat w ill not time and industiyper- 
foim^ A fortnight more furnished him with all the 

airs 
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airs and forms of f \miliar and respectful salutation, 
from the chp on the shotildir to the liuiiililc hoH , he 
practises the stare of straiiucntss and the smile of 
conduccnsion, the solcmmtj of promise, and the 
gnciousness of cncoimscment, as if lie had been 
nurecd at a levee and pionounces aithnoksspro 
pnety than his f ither, the monosj llahks of coldness, 
and sonorous pei lods ot respectful profession 

Ho immediately lost the reserve and tiuiidity which 
olitude and study are apt to impress upon tlio most 
courtly genius , was able to enter a ci ended room 
with any civility, to meet the ghncca of a hundred 
eyes widiout pcrtuib ilion and addicss those whom 
he never saw betoro with ca«c and tonfideiice In lass 
than a month his mother declared her satisfaction at 
Ills pioheicney by a ti lumphant observation, that she 
believed notUmj louli titii/i hm i/inli 
Ihe silence with which I was contented to hoar 
my pupils praises, gave the lady reason to suspect me 
not much delighted witli his acquisitions, but she 
attributed my discontent to tlie diminution of my m 
flucnce and my feus of losing the patronage of the 
family , and though she tlnnKs favourably of my 
learning and moials, she considers me as wholly un 
acquainted w ith the customs of the polite part of man 
kind , and therefore not qualified to form the man 
ners of a yOung nobleman, or communicate the know- 
ledge of the woild Ibis knowledge she comprises 
m the rules of visiting the history of the present hour, 
an early intelligence of the change of laSliiOns, an e\- 
tcnsive arquaintanco with tho names and places of 
persons of rani , and a ficqucnt appearance m places 
of rcsoit 

■a 4 All 
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All this my pupil puisnes with great application. 
He lb t\ucc a clay iii the Mall, nheie he btuches the 
diess of cvciy man splendid enough to attiact his 
notice, and never comes home without some obser- 
vation upon sleeves, button-holes, and *einbroidei} 
At his ictuin fioin the theatic, he can give an account 
of the gallantries, glances, uhcnpcis, smiles, sighs, 
flats, and blushes of cvciy box, so much to his motlici s 
satisfaction, that u hen I attempted to resume my cha- 
ractci, by inquiiing his opinion ot the sentiments and 
diction of the tragedy, she at once icpies-jcd m3 ciiti- 
cism, by telling me, lhai ,sht: hoped he did not 50/0 lose 
his time in attending to the a cat in cs on the stage 

But his acuteness uas most eminently signalized at 
the masquciadc, avIicic he disccvcied his acquaint- 
ance thiough their disguises, uith such uonclerful 
facility, as has afluidccl the iamily an inexhaustible 
topick of convcisation Evciy newvisitoi is infoinicd 
how one uas detected by his gait, and anothei b} the 
swing of his aims, a third by the toss of his head, and 
another by his favouute phiasc, nor can 3^011 doubt 
but these perfoiinanccs receive tiicir pist ajiplause, and 
a genius thus hastening to maturity is piomotecl by 
eveiy art of cultivation 

Such have been his endeavours, and such his as- 
sistances, that every tiace of liteiatuie vas soon ob- 
literated lie has changed his lan<iua2e with his chesS, 
and, instead of endeavouring at puiit}^ 01 piopiicty, 
has no other care than to catch the reigning phi a'^e 
and cuircnt exclamation, till, by copying uhatcvei is 
peculiar in the talk of all those whose bii th 01 foi- 
tune entitles them to imitation, he has collected every 
fashionable barbaiism of the present 11111101, and 

speaks 
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spi ils a (liilcc int to b'' umlaslootl among tho«c 
\\ho fonn their st^lc 1 »n ponng upon aiithopi 

To this copiousness of ideas, and felicity of Inn- 
pinse lie li IS toiiicd such cnp:crnc«s to lead the con 
Ncrsition tllit he is celcbntcd among tlie ladies ns 
the prcltic tpcntlcinin tint the can bonst of ex- 
cept that some uho loet to lUk thcinscUcs thin! him 
too fan\uid and otiiers lament timb uitli so much uit 
and knou ledst, lie is not t dicr 

Ills motlici listens to bis ob cnitions ivilh hei C}Cs 
epnrkhng nud her heart be iting niid e in seared} con- 
tiin, in the most nunurous 'is^unhhcs, the expccta 
tions ^^hIcll she his forinexl foi hij. fnliiie cmiii»’ncc 
Women, b} ulntc cr fate always judge nbsurdlv of 
the intellects of hojs fhe vnaeity mid coiihticncc 
which nttraet lemnlc adiniia ion me *:ddoin produced 
in the carl} p ut of life but !>} ij^norinec at least if 
not In stupidity for the} proceed not from confidence 
of n^ht, but karle«nt«s of niong "Whoever Ins a 
clcir ipjirehcinion, must lave quick sensibility and 
vvlicic he has no suflicient uison to trust his own 
judi^mcnt, will proceed wjili doubt and caution, be 
c'lu^e he perpetu illy dreads the (Ingracc ot cirour 
Ihc pam of inisciniigc i> inlurilly proportionate to 
the dcsiic of excellence, and, therefore till men are 
hardened hv long hmilnrity nith reproneh or hive 
nttaincd by frequent stnigglcs, the nit of supjiru^^sing 
their emotions, diffidence is jouud the in eparable 
associate of understanding 

13ut so lutle distrust Ins my pupil of his own abili- 
ties, that he has tor some time piotc»sed hunselt a wit, 
and tortures his imagination on uH occasions lor bur 

Icsquc 
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lesQMC and joculaiity How he siijipoits a cliaracter 
M'hicb, peihapfaj no man cvci assumed without lepent- 
ance, may be ceisily conjcctuicd AVit, }ou knon, is 
the unexpected copula uem ot ideas, the disco\ory of 
some occult lelation bcUicen imagCb m* appcaiance 
remote liom each otliei , an clTu'-ion ot nit, tbereioic, 
piesupposcb an accumulation cl knonledire, amemoiy 
stored with notion^, nbicb tlie imaiiinat'on may cull 
out to compose nen assemblages Mdiatcvcr may be 
the native vmom of llic mind, she can never loini 

w 

many combinations lioiii lew ideas <^5 many changes 
can nevei be rung upon a few bells Accident may 
indeed sometimes pioducc a lucky paiallel 01 a sti iking 
contrast, but these gifts of chance aic not fiequent, 
and he that has nothing 01 his own, and yet condemns 
himself to needless expenses, must live upon loans 01 
theft. 

The indulgence nhicli his youth has hilheito ob- 
tained, and the lespcct which his lank sccuies, ha\c 
hitherto supplied the want of intellectual qualifications; 
and he iinagineb that a’l adnnic who applaud, and that 
all who laugh aie pleased He tbeieloie icturns eveiy 
day to the chaige with incieasc ot courage, though not 
of stiength, and piactiscs all the tucks by which wit 
is countciteited He lays trams foi a quibble, he con- 
trives blundcis for his footman, he adapts old stones 
to present chaiactcis , he niistakcs the question that 
he may return a sinait answei , he anticipates the ai- 
gument, that ho may plausibly object, when he lias 
nothing to reply, he icpcats the last words of his an- 
tdgonist, then says, “ youi humble servant,” and con- 
cludes with d laugh of tiiuinph. 


These 
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These mistakes I have honestly attempted to cor- 
rect, but what can be expected from reason unsup 
ported b\ fashion, splendoui, or authority^ He hears 
me, indeed, or appeals to hear me, but is soon rescued 
from the lecture by more pleasing 'ivocations, and 
shous, diveisiona and caic^sc , drive iny precepts 
from his lemembrance 

lie at lact imagines him elf qualified to enter the 
world and has met with adventures m his hrat sallv, 
which I shall, by ^oui paper, coinmunicate to the 
pubhek 

I am, Ac 

Lu-M VIJIFS 
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Isu-MB. 195 , Tvh’^nA'x, Januajif !2Sj 1752. 


.Vt 'c f ('1 0 ) .{^ 

Jlcricn ", y i>r, 

J c.imttjuc I’l'iii, ’ Jf'r ar 
Stu Cracn jithcif hot/it 

bell VK L'i' <.<J ktu li^ i‘ \ itU’' llor. 

iSor kiiov ’• Mir nim’Ui, of miM''-! r.^cr, 

1 o mouni llif in •. ’j: d ' i ' i'. or nri'i t1 c r I- t.( , 

More si ill'd m tlir nir tt .iiI- of \uc. 

Hie V 111! ling Iroqiif', oi l.n -'oihulscii dm. 1 i ANCi^ 


7o the RAMBLER 

SIR, 

J^'AVOURS ol c\ci\ Ivincl aic doubled uhen they 
arc speedily coufeiicd Ihis is pailiuilaii} tiuc 
of the giatification of eurio'-its he that long dcla\s a 
stoiy, and suficis his auditoi totoimcnt hiinself nith 
expectation, mil seldom be able to lecompcnsc the 
uneasiness, oi equal the hope nhieh lie sulleis to bo 
raised. 

Foi this leason, I have alicady sent } 0 U the conti- 
nuation of my pupil’s histoiy, nhieh, though it contains 
no events vciy uncommon, may be ot use to }Oimg 
men mIio aie m too much haste to tiust then onn 
prudence, and quit the ning of protection bcfoic they 
aie able to shift for themselves 

t 

When he first settled m London, he was so much 
bcviildeied in the cnoimous extent of the tonn, so 

confounded 
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confounded b) mcc.'^anl iioi«c, nnd crond<», and hiirr}, 
and so tcmlicd b) rund inrmtncs of tlic mb of 
sinrpers, the rudeness of the popuhcc, inab^nit) bf 
portc and trcachc") ot coachmen, tint ben is afrud 
to "0 beyond the door without m nttcndint, and ima 
gincd 1 n bfc in d ngci it 1 c nas obbgul to pass the 
streets at niLjht in an} \chiclc hiil his mothers chair 

lie n IS thcrcfoic contented, for a time, that I 
Jioiild ncconip nv hi n in all Ins r cnrsioii'; Ihit lii 
fear abated as he grc\ more fannlnr with its objects, 
and the contempt to nhicb hia ni licit} exposed him 
from such of lu-i comp nitons as )nd iccidentdis 
known the town lon^r, obliged ban to di«emblc hi> 
remaining terrours 

lib desire of hbert} made him now willing to spare 
me Uic trouble of ob^iaiiig bis motions, but know ini, 
bow much Ins ignonncc exposed him to mi elnct, I 
thouglit It cruel to ah mdoii him to the fortnne of the 
town AVc went together tier} da\ to a coflec hon^fz, 
where he met wit , heir , and fopj, nn\, mionnl, and 
thouglitlcss as hunscll, with whom he had become nc 
quaintcd at cmd tables, and whom lie consultrcl as 
the onl} beings to be cmicd or admired M imt were 
lliciT topicks of oowsciijatiovi, I cowKl ncNCi tli^co\er, 
for, «o much was Ihcir \iiacit\ dcprccsctl b\ m} in 
trusivc scnoiisness, that the} seldom proceeded be onil 
the cxdiangc of nods and shrugs, an ai eh grin ora 
broken liint, e\ecpt when thc\ could retire, wide I 
was looking on the papc^^, to a comer of the room^ 
whcic llic} seemed to disburden llien imagimtions, 
and commonly vented the supcrnuit} of their spiight 
bness in a peal of laughter When they Iiad Lii ered 

them dies 
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themselves into negligence, I could sometimes ovei- 
hear a feu syllables, such as, solemn rascal , aca- 
demical aiis; smoke tlic tutor, company foi gen- 
tlemen’ and othc! bniken jdnascs, by ^^bIch I did 
not sefrci my quiet to be diDlmbed, for tliey never 
piocceded to avoacd m'hgnilies, but contented them- 
sches to rrurmur m scciet, and \\bcncvei I tuined 
my e3'c upon them, slirunk into sti]lne<=3. 

He was, hovevei, desnous of ^^ithdra^^ing from the 
subjection wliicli be could not ventine to bieak, and 
made a secict appointment to assist his companions m 
the peisccution of a pHy. IIis footman pinatcly pio- 
caied him a catcal, on ^^hlch he piactised, in a back- 
gairet, foi t\^o houis in the afternoon. At the propei 
time a chair uas called , he pictendcd an engagement 
at lady Fli(ttc} \ and ha'^tened to the place Mbere bis 
critical associates had assembled 'J'hey liunicd away' 
to the theatre, full of malignity and denunciations 
against a man mIiosc name tliev had never hcaid, and 
a perfoimance vliicli they' could not understand, for 
they ^^ere resolved to judge for themselves, and \AOuld 
not spffcr the town to be imposed upon by sciibblers. 
In the pit, they excited Ihemsehes with great spiiit 
end Mvacity, called out for the tunes of obscene 
gongs, talked loudly at intenals of Shalc'^pcare and 
Jorno??, p’ ’yed on their catcals a shoit jwelude of 
tcrrour, clamouied vehemently foi the piologue, and 
clapped with great dcxtciity at the fiist entiance of 
the players 

Two scenes they heard without attcnij^iting inter- 
ruption, but, being no longer able to lestiain their 
impatience, they then began to exert themselves in 

groans 
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groans and hb'cs, and plied then catcals ^wtli in 
ccssnnt diligence, •'O tint the\ «cic soon considered 

tlic audience is disUirlicrs of ilie bouse, and some 
•who sot iivOr tliem, tuhci pro\oIed it the ob^truc 
tion ot their enter amnicnt, or dc«*iro i5 to picserve 
the onthoi fioin the inoUificotion of seeing his liopc» 
destroyed b\ clnldicn snotched a«n\ their instru 
nicnls of criticism, ond, b\ the ‘'Cosonoblc Mbnlion 
of a sticis., subdued tlioin instnntancousU to dcccncj 
ond silence 

Jo cxliilnrotc diem thes after tins vcvatioiis dc 
feat, they posted to o totem, wbtic thej iccotcicd 
then ohent^, onJ, after two houi* of obstreperous 
jollit}, hurat out big with cntcrpii c, and panting 
for some occasion to signalize their piouc«s Tlicy 
proceeded tigorousK through two streets, and t irh 
ver} little opposition dispersed a robblo of drunVords 
less daring thon thcmselvc», then rolled two watchmen 
in the kennel, and brolc the t widows of n ta ern 
in which the fugitives took Jicltcr \t last it was 
determined to marcli up to n row of eh nr* ond demo- 
lish them for standing on the poicnicnt, the chair 
men formed a line of battle, ond blows were e\. 
ebooged tor o time -wilh equal courogc on both ndcs 
At last the flssoilants were overpowered, ond the chair 
men, when thev knew their coptwes, brought them 
liome by force 

The joung gcntlcmon, next morning hung his 
head, and was ‘^o much ashamed of his outrages and 
defeat, that perliops lie might have been chccKcJ in 
his first follies, liad not liis inotlier, parti} in pit} of 
Ills dejection, and parti) m approbation of his spirit, 
relieved Jmn fioin Ins perplexity by paying the da- 
mages 
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mages privately, and disconraging all animadversion 
and leproof 

This indulgence could not wholly piescne him 
fiom the lemembiance of his disgiacc, noi at once 
rcstoie his confidence and elation. He v.as for tin ec 
days silent, modest, and comj.h int, and thought him- 
self neither too Vvise foi instuiction, noi too manly for 
rcstiaint. But his levity o^crcan)e this salutai} sor- 
row ; he began to tall, with his foimei laptmcs of mas- 
queiades, taverns, and fiolcls, blnstcicd when his 
'W'is: w'as not combed w ith exactness ; and threatened 
destruction to a tailor who had mistaken his directions 
- about the pocket 

I knew’ that he was now rising a^ain above con- 
trol, and that his inflation of spiiits would burst out 
into some mischievous absurdit}. I theiefoic watched 
him w’lth gieat attention, but one evening, having 
attended his mother at a xisit, he vitlidrcw himself^ 
unsuspected, while the company was engaged at cauls 
His vnacity and olflciousness wcie soon missed^ and 
his leluin impatiently expected ; suppci was delayed 
and conversation suspended, eve>y coach that laltled 
thiough the sticet was expected to bung him, and 
every scivant that entered the loom was examined 
concerning his depaituie At last the ladyicturncd 
home, and w’as with gieat difiic’dlty pieseived fiOrn 
fits by spirits and cordials The family v.as des- 
patched a thousand ways without success, and the 
house was filled with disti action, IJI, 'as we veic de- 
liberating w’hat furthei measuics to take, he letuincd 
from a 'petty gaming-table^ with his coat tom and his 
head broken; without his sword, snuif-box, sleeve- 
buttons, and watch. 
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Of this loss or robber\, he ga\c little account, 
but, insteid of sinking into liis lorincr slmint, cn 
(le'i\ourcd to snpjiort himself by surliness and aspe- 
rity “ lie uas not the hiSt tint Inti placed ai^aj d 
fc« trifles, and of whit use were birth and foitune 
“ it thc^ would not admit onic sallies and expenses '' 
Ills mamma was so inuth proiokcd b\ the cok of 
this prank, that slic would neither pnlliitc noi con 
tc d It, and his father, after sonic tlireats of rustica- 
tion which Ills fondne‘>s would not sutler him to exc 
cute, reduced the allowance of Ins pocket, that he 
might net be tempted b} plenty to profusion lliis 
method would have succeeded in ri place where there 
aie no panders to folK and cxtnuagancc, but was 
now likely to have pioduccd pernicious conscqucftcc?, 
for we have discovcicd a treat) with a broker, whose 
d lughtcr he seems disposed to marry on condilioH 
tint lie shall be supplied with present money, for 
which be IS to icpay tbrico the value atrthc death of 
his father 

There was now no time to be lost A clomcsuck 
consultation wds immediately held, and he was 
doomed to pass two years in the countiy, but his 
mother, touclicd with his teir«5, declared that slic 
tiioujit Inin too mucli ol a man to be any longer 
confined to Ins book, and he theicforc begins his 
tiavels to morrow under a Ficnch governour 
I am, Stc 
' Ebvr^TiiEs 
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Multa fintiif ainii vinicntcs commoda 'ietuir 

Altilta rtct(Inih<! (i<ltiiniiit - IIok. 

Tlic blessings flowing in with life’s full tide, 

Down with our ebb of life tltcrca'-iiig glidt. I K \m ts. 

DAXTElx, in tlie nairsitivc of his ottn life, has 
enuiucratccl several opinions, which, though he 
thought tlicin etident and incontestable at hi" fH‘-t 
entrance into the world, tune and t'vpciicnee disposed 
trim to change. 

Whoever reviews the state of his own mind from 
the daw n of manhood to its decline, and considers 
what he pui sited or dreaded, slighted 01 esteemed, at 
different peiiods of his age, will have no reason to 
imagine such changes of sentiment peculiar to any 
station or charactei Every man, how ever careless 
and inattentive, has conviction forced upon him , tiie 
lectures of time obtrude themselves upon the most 
unwilling or dissipated auditor; and, by comparing 
our past with our present thoughts, w'C perceive that 
we have changed our minds, though perhaps we can- 
not discover when the alteiation happened, 01 by 
what causes it was produced 

This revolution of sentiments occasions n. pcipe- , 
tual contest betw een the old and young. They w lio 
imagine themselves entitled to veneration by the pi e- 
rogative of longei life, are inclined to tieat the no- 
tions of those •whose conduct they super intend w’ltli 

super- 
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supercilioii'ncss and contempt, for want of consider- 
ing tint tlio future and tlic put line dificrent np- 
pcarancca, that tlie dispro|!ortion \i ill idmi^-s bcgrc-it 
betneen expectation and ciijojment, belli ceii neti 
possession and salicl) , tliat tlie tnitli of many iim\- 
ims of age gives too little pleasure to be allone'd till 
it IS felt, and that the iiii ones of life would be 
increased beyond all litiinan power of endiiranee, if 
we were to enter the world with the eaine opinions as 
we cam from ib 

naturally iiululge those ideas tliut please us 
Hope will predominite in every mind, till it has been 
suppressed by frequent disappomtinents J he youth 
has not yet discovered lion many evils are continu 
ally hovering about in, and when he is set free from 
tlie shackles of discipline, looks iibroid into the 
world 11 nil rapture, he secs an ehsiaii region open 
before him, so vairicgntcd with brauli, and so stored 
with pleasure, timt Ins care is rather to ucciiinuintc 
good, thin to shun evil, be stands distracted by dif 
ferent fonns of delight, and has no other doubt, 
than which patli to follow of tliove 11 Inch all lead 
equally to the bowers of happiness 

IIcwlio has seen only tliC 8 U|)cificics ol life believes 
every tiling to be wh it it appears, and rarely suspects 
that cxtimal splendour conceals any latent sorrow or 
vexation He never iiiiagmcs that there may be 
greatness witliout safety, alHucnce vv iiliout content, 
jolhtv Witliout fncndsliip, and solitude without peace 
He fancies himself permitted to cull the blessings of 
evciy condition and to leave its inconvcniencies to 
the idle and the ignorant lie is inclined to believe 
no man miserable but b\ Ills ow 11 fault, and seldom 
1 2 looks. 
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lesQMC and joculaiity How he suiipoits a cliaracter 
M'hicb, peihapfaj no man cvci assumed without lepent- 
ance, may be easily con|cctuicd AVit, }ou knon, is 
the unexpected copiilatu'n ot ideas, the disco\ory of 
some occult lelatioii bcUicen imagCb m* appcaiance 
remote liom each othei , an ctfu'-ion ot nit, tbereioic, 
piesupposcs au accumulalion ci knonledire, amemoiy 
stored witb notion^, nbicb tlie imaiiinat'on may cull 
out to compose non assemblages ^VhateYcr may be 
the native vmom of tiic uiiikI, she can never toim 

w 

many combinations tiom lew ideas <^5 many changes 
can nevei be rung upon a fen bells Accident may 
indeed sometimes pioducc a lucky paiallel 01 a stiikmg 
contrast, but these gifts of chance aic not ficquent, 
and he that has nothing 01 his own, and yet condemns 
himself to needless expenses, must live upon loans 01 
theft. 

The indulgence nhicli his youth has hilheito ob- 
tained, and the icspcct nhicii his lank sccuies, ha\c 
hitherto supplied the want of intellectual qualifications; 
and he iinagineb that a’l admiic nho applaud, and that 
alhvho laugh aie pleased He tbeieloie icturns eveiy 
day to the chaige v\ith incieasc ot courage, though not 
of stiength, and piactiscs all the tucks by n Inch nit 
is countciteited He lays trams foi a quibble, he con- 
trives blundeis for his footman, he adapts old stones 
to present chaiactcis , he mistakes the question that 
he may return a smait aiisnci , he anticipates the ai- 
gument, that ho may plausibly object, -Hhcn he has 
nothing to reply, he repeats the last -words of his an- 
tdgonist, then says, “ youi humble servant,” and con- 
cludes with d laugh of tiiuinph. 


These 
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supeiciliousness and contempt, for want of consider- 
ing that the futuie and tlie past ha\t different ap 
pearances, tiiat the disproportion mil always be great 
bet\veen expectation and enjoyment, between new 
possession and satiety , that the truth of many max- 
ims of age gives too little pleasure to be allowed till 
It is felt, and that the miseries of life would be 
increased beyond all human power of endurance, if 
wci\ere to enter the world with the same opinions as 
we carry from it 

We naturally indulge those ideas tlmt please us 
Hope will predominate m c\exy mind, till it Ins been 
suppressed by fi equent disappointments The j outh 
has not yet discovered how many evils arc continu- 
ally hovering about us, and when he is set free from 
the shackles of discipline, looks abroad into the 
woild witli rapture, he sees an eijbian legion open 
before him, so vanegated with bcautj, and so stored 
■rrith pleasure, that his care is rathei to accumulate 
good, than to shun evil , he stands distracted by dif- 
ferent forms of delight, and has no othei doubt, 
than which path to follow of those whicn all lead 
equally to the bowers of happiness 

He w ho has seen only the supei ficies of life believes 
everything to be what it appears, and larely suspects 
that external splcndoui conceals any latent sorrow or 
vexation He never iina^nes that there may be 
greatness without safet), affluence without content, 
jollitv Without friendship and solitude without peace 
He fancies himself permitted to cull the blessings of 
every condition and to leave its inconveuiencies to 
the idle and the ignorant. He is inclined to believe 
no man miserable but bv his own fault, and seldom 
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looks Milh miuh ))it\ upon 01 iniscnn loges, 

bocair'C he lluiik^. them ^mIIhihIv admitted, or ncmi- 
gently iiKUiied 

It IS iinpoS'ihle, V. ithoat jutvnnd rnnlr'mpt, to iiear 
a 3ontb ot geiKUiiis sentiments and naim 1111.121- 
iiiition dedann^, in tlic moment of opcniie^^s and 
coniidciire, his design'' and expccintiou'^ ; because 
long life Is possible, he coii'ideis it as (Citun, and 
thcicfoic piomiscs lnm*'cit all the chnngcs ol hnn- 
piiic-s, and pioiidcs giatilh aliens loi e\ci \ desne. 
lie IS, ioi a time, to guc himscll wholly to iioluk 
and dnci=ion, to inngc thewoild in scaich of ]>lca- 
^mc, to dcliglit c\ei\ eye, to gam e\eiy heait, and 
to be celebiated cqn.dly loi his pleasing IcMties and 
solid altauiincnls, Ins deep icllrctioiis and his spa'k- 
ling i-'cpaitecs IJc then delates Ins views to nobler 
enjoyments, and finds all the scatteicd cxcellcndcs 
of the female woikl united in a woman, wlio pidei 
his addiessc'j to' wealth and titles^ lie is alteiwaids 
to engage in business, to clissipale diliKulls, and 
overpower opposition, to climb, by the incie loicc of 
ineiit, to fame and ^icalncss; and rci».iid ail those 
who countenanced his use, or paid due icgaid to Ins 
eaily excellent e. At last he will ictiic m peace and 
ho n 0111 , conti act his views to domcstick plcasints, 
foim the in.inncis of diikhcn like hinibcli, obseno 
bow’ 6vciy\cai expands the bciinty ot his daiiglilcis, 
and how' his sons catch aidoin liom fiieit lathei’s 
history, he will give lairs to tlie ncighhouihood ; 
dictate axioms tO poslciity, and leave the woild an 
example of w isclom and ot happiness 

With hopes like these, he sallies jocund into life ; 
to little purpose is he told, that the condition of 

humanity 
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huimnity mlimlb no jHirc nnd umninglcd Imppinc's, 
tint the cMiherant ga\ct\ of joiitli ends in poierty 
or dnen^e, tint nncoininon quilifications and con- 
triuctics ot excellence, pioliiee cinj equally mill 
applause, toit, ulntexcr idinn ition and iondness 
may promise liiin, he must ininy a nilc like the 
■wives ol othcia, with >:onic virtues and some faults, 
and be as olten disgusted by lici v ices, as dehghti d 
by her elegance, tint it bo idvciiturcs into the circle 
ot action, ho niint cxi eet to encounter men 115 artliil, 
as daring, as le'ohite as biinsclf, th it of bis childicn, 
tome ma\ be deformed and others vitioiis, sonic 
may disgi leo him by then follns, sonic oflend bun 
by their insolence, and some exlinust him by their 
profusion He hears ill this with obstinate iiioic- 
duhty, iiid wonders by what nmbgnity old age lo 
influenced, tint it cannot foibcar to fill his cars with 
predictions ot niiseiy 

Among othei pleasing ciiouis of young minds, is 
the opinion of then oivminpoitimcc Uetliathis 
not yet rciniikcd how little attention his eoiitcni 
poraiies can spaie lioin their own afiaiis, conccpcs 
all eyes tuiiied upon bim'cll, and iinagines ovciy 
one thit api loaches bun to be an enemy or a fol- 
lower, inadmini 01 ispy lie theicfoie considcis 
his fame as involved in the event ot every action 
Many of the viitues mdviecs of youth pioeccd from 
this quick sense of reputation I Ins it is th it gives 
liimness and constancy, fidelity and dismtciestcdness, 
and It IS this that kindles icscntnicnt for slight m 
pines, and dictates all the prineiples of saimuinaiy 
honour 

T3 


But 
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But as time bungs him foiuard into the norld, 
he soon discovers that he only shaics fame 01 ic- 
proach with innumciablc partneis, that he is left 
unmaiked in the obscuiity of the ciowd, and that 
what he does, whether «:ood or bad, soon gives way 
to new' objects of regard IJc then easily sets him^ 
sell tree fiom the anxieties of icpuLation, and con- 
sideis piaise 01 ccnsuie a*? atiansicnt breath, which, 
while he hcais it, is passing awa^, without any lasting 
mischief 01 advantage 

In youth, it is common to inea'^uie right and 
wiong by the opinion of the w 01 Id, and, in age, to 
act without any measure but inteicst, and to lose 
shame without substitiitinii viituc 

Such is' the condition of life, that something is 
always Planting to happiness In youth, we have 
w arm hopes, w Inch arc soon blasted by 1 ashness and 
negligence, and gicat designs, which aic defeated by 
inexpeiience In age, we ha^e Knowledge and pin- 
dence without spiiit to c\cit, or motnes to piompt 
them ; w c arc able to plan schemes, and regulate 
measuies, but have not time rcmaininsi to biinji 
them to completion 
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Numi! 197 'J’ursDA^, Jciruniy 4, 1752 

Cujirx "ul/uni f t*c crit mJincry Ma UT 

Sa%, to uliat Mjiturei stmre tins cnrcate fulls* T Lc%\t5 

ro the KAAfCLFR 

SIR, 

T El ] () N G to iin order of ninnkinil, consiclcr- 
nblt at least for tlicir number, to uliicb sour 
notice bas iicicr been forinall} evtended, tboiii>li 
equally entitled to regard «itb those tnflei'S, «ho 
have liitlicrto supplied 30u«itli topicks of niiiusc- 
incnt or instruction I am, Air Jiamdtci, a Itgacj- 
linntcr, and, ns 01013 man is Milling to think «ell 
of the tube m «lnch J111 name is registered, sou mil 
foijio mj sanity, if 1 remind jou tbnt the Icgac^- 
hunter, honeicr degraded bj an ill-coiiipoundcd 
appellation in onr birbnons language, Mas kiiomi, 
as 1 am told, in ancient Home, tlie sonorous titles 
of Ciipluloi and Ihenilipila 

AIj liitber nns an nttomc3 in tbo countrj, nbo 
man led his masters daughter in Jiopes of a for- 
tune Minch he did not obtain, Iiaiing been, ns ho 
aftcniards discoicrcd, chosen b^ her onl} because 
she hid no better oiler, and mus afraid of senicc. 
I Mas die hrst ofispiang of a inamage, thus itci- 
procdlj fraudulent, and therefore could not be 
expected to inhent much dignity or gcnciosity, and 
if I had them not fioiii nature. Mas not likely 
cicr to attain them, for, m the years mIiicIi I spent 
a 4 at 
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at home, I never heard any iea‘=on for action 0|- 
foibeaiance, but that avc should gam money or 
lobC it, nor vas taught any other style ot com- 
mendation, than that j\Ii Snealer is a varm man, 
ls,h. Gripe has done his business, and needs caie for 
nobod)’^ 

My paicnts, though otheiuise not s;ieat philoso- 
phers, knew -the toicc of eaily education, and took 
care that the blank of my undei standing should be 
filled nith impressions ol the value ol money hiy 
mother used, upon all occasions, to inculcate some 
salutary axioms, such as might incite me to keep u hat 
I had, and get u hat I could , she informed me that 
we weie in a vorld, vheie all mu^l catch that catch 
can, and as I giew up, stored my memoiy nith 
deeper obseivaticns, restrained me fiom (he usual 
puerile expenses, by lemarking that Tnany a little 
made a nuclde, and, vhen I cmied the finely of any 
of my neighbouis, told me that hag teas a good dog, 
but holdfast a as a better, 

I was soon sao;acious enough to dlsco^el that I 
vas not boin to gieat vealth, and having heaidno 
othei name foi happiness, nas sometimes inclined to 
repine at my condition But my mothei alvays le- 
licved me, by saving, thattheic vas money enough m 
the family, that li ztas good to be oj hn to means, that 
I had nothing to do but to please my fi lends, and I 
might come to hold up my head vith the best squiie 
in the counti y 

These splendid e\pecta,tions aiose fiom our alli- 
ance to tliiec pel sons of considciable fortune My 
mother’s aunt had attended on a ladv, vho, wlien 
she died, rev aided her ofiiciousness and fidelity 
' nith 
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•with a large legacy My fetlicr had tno rel itions, of 
«liom one Imd bioKen his indtntmes and ran to sea, 
from n hence, after an ab'cncc of thirty years, lie it- 
turned uith ten thousand pounds, and the otlier had 
lured an heiress out ot n nindou, nlio, dying of hei 
first child Ind left him her estate, on uliich he Incd, 
uitliout any other cue than to collect his rents, and 
picserve fioni poachers that game 11 Inch he could not 
hill himsclt 

Ihese hoarders of money ncrc visited md Couited 
by all iiho had any pretence to appioich them, and 
received presents and compliments tiom cousins nho 
could scarcely tell the dcgice of then icl ibon Hut 
vve had peculiar advantages, vvliicli cncoiingcd us to 
liope, tliat 11 e should by degrees supplant our com 
petitors My father, by his piofossion, made liim- 
selt iieccs'aiy in tlieir iffiirs, foi llicsailoi and the 
chambci maid, lie inquired out nioitgagts and secu- 
rities, and 11 1 ote bonds ind conti lets , and had en- 
deared himself to the old iioman, nho once rashly 
lent an bundled pounds nithout consulting linn, by 
infoiniHig her, that her debtor 11 as on the point of 
bankniptey, and posting so expeditiously iiith an ex- 
ecution, tiiat ill the otliei cicditois licit defrauded 

To the squiic he 11 is a hind of ston iid, and had 
distinguished himsclt in his office by Ins addrc'S in 
raising tlie icnts Ins infli \ihility in disticssing tlio 
tai dy ten rate and Ins icutcucss 111 setting the p irish 
fieefiom buidcnsome iiilnbitants, by shitting them 
off to some othei settlement 

Business made iicqucnt attendance nece««aiy trust 
soon pioduced intimacy , and success gave a claim to 
hiiidne s, so that 11c had oppoitimity to piactise all 

file 
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the arts of flatteiy and endearment. iU'y motlicry 
ivbo could not support the tliouglits of ]o=.iirg any 
thing, determined, that all their fortunf^s should 
ccnti c in me ; and, in the prosecution ofhci sclicmes, 
took Ctiic to infoim me nothing co^l less than 
good ziouh, and tliat it is comfoi table to leap into an 
estate vhich anolliei lias jTot. 

' O 

She ti allied me by these jirccepts to the utmost 
(luetility of obedience, and the closest attention to 
piolit At an age nhen other bo 3 's aie spoitmgin 
the fields or murinuimii in the school, I iias con- 
triving some nen method oi paymg my couit, iii- 
quiiing the age of my futuic bcncfactois, or consi- 
tleiing how I should employ their legacies 

If our eagerness of money could have licen satisfied 
•with the possessions of an} one of m} relations, they 
might peiiiiaps have been obtained ; but as it m as 
impossible to be alua}s picsent ^M{h all tlnee, our 
competitors ■vicic busy to efface any tiace of affection 
uliicli we might ha\c left behind, and since tlieie 
•was not, on any part, such supeiioiity of meiit as 
could enforce a constant and unshaken picfcrencc, 
■whoever was tlielast thatflattcied or obliged had, for 
a time, the ascendant 

!hly relations maintained a regular exchange of 
comtesy, took caic to miss no occasion of condo- 
lence cr congratulation, and sent presents at stated 
tunes, but had in then heaits not much esteem for 
one another The seaman looked with contempt 
upon the squire as a milksop and a landhian, uho 
had lived "uithout knowing the points of the com- 
])ass, oi seeing any pait of the world beyond the 
county-town; and whenever they met, would talk 
5 of 
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of longitude ind Jatitude, and ciiclcs and trojneks, 
'uould «!caicely tell him the houi \Mthout &oinc men- 
tion of the horizon ind meridian, noi «hou him tlic 
ncus \\ithout detecting his igiioi ince ot the situation 
of other countiics 

Ihe squire consideicd the sailor as a nide imciil- 
tiv lied sd\age, ^\lth little moic ot hmnan than hi-, 
form and diverted hinibclf with his ignoianceof all 
tommon objects and affiirs, when he could persuade 
him to go into the ficlil, he alwivs c\posud him to 
the sportsmen, b\ sending him to look foi game m 
improper places, and once prevailed upon him to 
he picsent at the larcs, onl} tliat he might show the 
gentlemen how i sailoi sat upon a liorsc 

ihe old gentlewoman tlioujiht heisclt wisci than 
both for she lived with no sen ant but a maid, and 
saved her monej The otliciD were indeed suffi- 
ciently fiugal but the squire could not live v ith- 
out dogs and lioiscs, and the sailor ncvci suffered th" 
day to pass hut over a bowl ot punch, to winch as 
he was not crtical m tlic choice oi his company, 
cverv man was welcome lint could loar out a catcli, 
or tell a stor^ 

All these, howcvci, I was to plcise, an aiduous 
task , hut n hat « di not youth and at ance undcrtal e “ 
I had an unresisting suppleness ot tempci, and an uu 
satiable wi«;h for richc^, I was peipctually instijratcd 
by the ambition ot my parents, and assisted occasion- 
ally by their iiiiti uctions hat these advantages 
enabled me to pertorin, shall be told in the next 
letter of 

Yours, &.C 

C VPTATOR 
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J^UMB. 198. Satvwday, Febi'uari/ S, 1752. 


Nil iriln (las tnus, dim fost fata dal in um. 

(Sz nan nisaiti',, stu, lUato, quid ciqnaw MAKf*- 

Yoti\c lolfl me, Mino, whilst ^oii Ine, 

1 oil'd noi a sinij^lc pcnii) gne, 

Bill that MheiiL’ei you diance to die, 

You’d loiuc a liaiidsomc legac}' 

You must be mad lieyond iiduss, 

If 111} iit\t iMsh }on cannot guess. T Lriiis. 


Mr RAMBLER 

SIB, 

OU, t\Iio must have obscived the inclination 
which almost cvciy man, liottcici unactivc or 
insignificant, discovcis ot icpicsenting his life as dis- 
tinguished by c\tia()iduiaiy events, Mill not ttonder 
that Captalcr thiiiks his nanative impoitant enough 
to be continued Kotlnng is moic common than lor 
those to tease then companions mtli then liistoiy, 
mIio have neithei done 1101 suffeied any thing that 
can excite ciiiiosity, 01 ahoid mstiuction 

As I Mas taught to fiattei vMth the fiist essays of 
speech, and had veiy caily lost cteiy othei pission in 
the desiic of monc}^, I began my pursuit Mith omens 
of success, for I duiUcd my oHjCioumcss so judi- 
ciously among my iclalions, that I Mas equally the 
tavoLiritc ot all W'hcn any ot them eiitcicd the 
dooi, I M'cnt to Mclcoine him Math laptuies, mIicii 
he Mcnt anay, I hung doMii my head, and sometimes 
4 entieated 
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enticatcil to so Mith him «it'i o inucli importuiiih, 
tint I 'cry mno«l} escaiiid a coinent aliich I 
drcadul in im !i art \\ lien nt m annii il cntcilaiii 
ment tlic\ wtic ill to:>ctliei, I Ii id a Inu'ei tisk but 
plied tlioiii so impirtiilR nitli cai esses, tint none 
could ell iiqe mciutli neglect, and nlicn they acre 
ac<iiicd Mith my fondness and eiulitics I Kosalnays 
dismissed iiitli niQiiey to buy phvtbings 

life cinnot be 1 ept it a stiiid, the ycais of iii- 
iioeencc and prattle ucic soon at an end, and other 
qiiahfie ilioiis neio iieassaiy to i ccoiiiinciid me to 
eontinuanco of kindness It luekily happened that 
none of iny friends had high notions of book leini 
mg I he sailoi hated to see till bo\‘- shut up in a 
school, nhen they might inoic piopeily be scciiy 
the M orld, and in il mg thou lortiiiies iiid i is of 
opinion, that nl eii the first rules of niithinetick ucro 
knonn, ill that was neeCssary to mal c n man coin 
plcte might bo learned on ship boaid Jhc sqiine 
only insisted, that so much «cholaishtp was indispin 
sably ticccssaiv, as might eonfci ability to dnm Or- 
Icase and read tlie comt hands, and the old chain 
bcrmaid declared loiidiv lici eontempt of books, and 
hci opinion that they only tool the head of} the mam 
chance 

do unite, as iicll ns no could, all their systems, 

I lias bled at home Lieh laas tiuglit to helieie, 
th”! I folloned his dircetious, and I g lined like 
ivise, as my mother obseived, tins adi intage, that I 
3103 aliiays m the nay, fin she had knoiiii many 
favomite childien cut to seliools or academics, and 
forgotten 

I iks 
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As I giew fitter to be trusted to my own dis- 
cretion, I was oltcn despatched upon vaiious pre- 
tences to MSJt my relations, with directions fiom 
my parents how" to ingratiate myself, and drive aw'ay 
competitors 

I was, fiom my infancy, considered by the sailor 
as a piomismg genius, because I liked punch better 
than wine, and I took care to improve this pi epos- 
session by continual inquiiies about the ait of navi- 
jzation, the decree of heat and cold in different 
climates, the piofits of tiade, and the dangers of 
shipwreck. I admired the courage of the seamen, 
and gained his heait by impoi tuning him for a re- 
cital of his adventures, and a sight of his foreign 
cuiiosities I listened with an appearance of close 
attention to stones which I could already repeat, and 
at the close nevei failed to express my resolution to 
visit distant countiies, and my contempt of the 
cow aids and dioncs that spend all their lives in their 
native paiish; though I had in icahty no dcsiie of 
any thing but money, nor ever felt the stimulations 
of cuiiositv 01 ardoui of adventure, but would con- 
tentedly have passed the years of Nestor in receiving 
lents', and lending upon moitgages 

The squire I was able to please with less hypo- 
ci isy, foi I really thought it pleasant enough to kill 
the game and eat it. Some aits of falsehood, how- 
ever, the hmigcr of gold peisuaded me to practise, by 
vihich, though no other mischief was produced, the 
liuiityof my thoughts was vitiated, and the revc* 
lencc of tiuth giadually destioyed. I sometimes 
pui chased fish, and pretended to have caught them; 

I lined- 
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I hired tlio counti;jinm to shou me pm (riders md 
then gnro my uncle mtclliijeiicc ot Ihcir h unit, I 
learned the sc its of Inrcs at iii!>Iit, and discoicrtd 
them m the iiioiniiig uitli u saiyitit} tii it raised tlic 
nouder and cm j ot old s|K)ibincn One oiilj oh- 
<truction to the adiiiiiccmciit of iiij lepiitatioii I 
could novel iuUj suimovmt, I was intiiriUj ucow vrd, 
and UTS thcTclorc a"lnn\s left slianicfnllj heliind, 
V'hen there was a iictcssitj to Icip n hcilge, to swjiii 
n nver, or foice the lior«es to their utmost sjiecd , hut 
ns these cvigcncies did not Irctpicntly happen, I 
III imtained mj lionotir with suflicieiit siicce s, and 
was never left out ot a liiintiiig pirtv 

The old ch imhcrmaidu is not so ecitainK, nor so 
cnsilj pleased, for she li id no prcilominant passion but 
avarice, and vv is therefore cold anti iiiDccessihle. Siie 
had no conception of any virtue m a joiing man but 
that of saving Ins money M hen she heard ot Jiiy 
csploits in the field, she would shake her liend, ui- 
quire tiovv mueli I sliould be the nelicr for all mv 
pcrforniaiiccs, and lament that sucJi sums sJiould be 
spent upon dogs and horses 11 the sailor told her 
of my nichnation to travel, she was sure tlicre was no 
place like A//”'/rwrf, and could not nnagino why any 
linn that can live m Ins own country should leave it 
Jins sullen and frigid being I found means, however, 
to propitiate by frequent eoinmendations of frugalitv, 
and perpetual care to avoid expense 

I rom the sailor was our first and most considerable 
expectation for he was nclier than the chamber- 
maid, and older than the squire lie was so auk. 
ward and bashful among women, that we concluded 

him 
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him scciiie fiom matiimony) and tbe noisy fondness 
M ith which he used to m elcome me Lo his house, made 
us imagine that he Mould look out foi no other lieu, 
and that wH had nothing to do but wait patiently lot 
Ills death But m the midst of our tiiuinph, my 
uncle saluted us one moining v.ith a ciy of transjioit, 
and, clapping his hand haul on my shotildei. told me^ 
I Mas a happy fcllou to have a tnciid hi e him m the 
Moild, for he came to fit me out for a vo\age w^th 
one of his old acquaintances I tuincd pale, and 
trembled ,* my fathei told him, that he believed my 
constitution not fiited to the sea ; and my mother, 
bill sting into tcais, ciicd out, that her hcait Mould 
break if she lost me. All this had no eficct, thc' 
sailor Mas m holly msusceptne of the soitei passions^ 
and, M ithout i egard to tears or arguments, persisted 
in his lesolution to make me a man. 

We Merc obliged to comjily in appeal ance, and 
prcpaiations mcic accordingly made 1 took leaie 
of my fi lends nith gicat alaaity, pioclaiincd the be- 
neficence of mv uncle Mith thc highest stiains of gia- 
titude, and lejoiced at the oppoilunity noM" put into 
my hands of gi'atif 3 ing my thiist of knoM ledge. But 
a M'eek before the day appointed foi my depaituie 
I fell sick by my mothers dnection, and refused all 
food but Mhat she pinately brought me, Mhenever 
jfny uncle \isited me I Mas lethaigick or delirious', 
but took caie in my laving fits to talk incessantly of 
tiavel and merchandize The room was kept daik; 
the table was filled Mith vials and gallipots; my 
mother ivas Mith difficulty peisuadcd not to endanger 
her life Mith nocturnal attendance; my fathei lamented 

the 
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the lo^s of the piofits of the voyage, and such 
superfluity of artifices ivas employed, as perhaps 
might have discovered the cheat to a man of pe 
netration But the sailor, unacquainted uith sub 
tilties and stratagems, uas easil) deluded , and as 
the ship could not stay tor my recovery, sold the 
cargo, and left me to re establish my health at 
leisin e 

I uas sent to regain my flesh in a purer air, lest it 
should appear ne\er to have been wasted, and in two 
months returned to deplore my disappointment Aly 
uncle pitied my dejection md bid me prepare myself 
against nextycai, lor no land lubber should touch in*? 
mone\ 

\ reprieve hoieVci was obtained and perhaps 
some new stratagem might have succeeded another 
9pnng, but my uncle unhappily made amorous ad 
lances to my motbci s maid who to promote so 
advantageous a match, discoveied the secret with 
which only she had been entrusted He stormed, 
and raved, and declanng that he w ould have heirs ot 
his own, and not give his substance to cheats and 
coward‘!, married tlic giil m two davs, and has now 
foul childicn 

Cowardice ahvay; scorned, and deceit umvci«ally 
detested I found iny fi lends, if not wholly alien 
ated, at least cooled in tlicir aftection the squire, 
though he did not wholly discard n e was less fond, 
and often inquned when I would go to sea I was 
obliged to bear his insults and endeavoured to re 
hmdle his kindness by i-^siduity and icspect, but all 
my care was vain, he died without a will, and the 
estate devolved to the legal heir 

Vox. VI Z 


Thu'^ 
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Thus has the folly of my pal cuts condemned me 
to spend in flattery and attendance those years in 
which I might have been qualified to place myself 
above hope or fear. ^ I am ai lived at manhood with- 
out any useful ait or generous sentiment, and, if the 
old woman should likewise at last deceive me, am m 
danger at once of beggary and ignoiancc 

I am, See. 

Captator 
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Numb 199 Toi,sd 4\, reirKn;^/ 11, 1752 


Decolji oliicurat ti/«, non tUe rcpexam 

Cesancni le^um net. Candida vtr^ims oinat 

Colla nee vi t^nt splendet per cingula morsu 

Std no a m nigrt micas nmacula satt 

ftinc sjpeial pukhos culti/s ^ qimquid Lois 

Indus httoribus iubia sautatur in alga Cl^ldian ts 

Ob cure unpnad anti dirk (be magnetites 
Nor luie& the search of avaricious eyes 
2^or binds the neci nor apart les in the hair 
>sor (iij,uiltes the^jicat tioi dccl s the fair 
JBut search the wonders of the dusky stone 
^ndown all gloiiesof the mine outdone 
h jch ^race of form each oiiuinent of state, 
rhoE decks the fur, oi di^nihcs the greit 


rdf/tdRVMBLER 


SIR, 


'^JiOUGlI 50U have seldom digressed horn 
moral subjects, I suppose )ou aie not so iigor 
ous orcjnical as to denj the value oi usefulness of 
natiuil philosophy, ot to have lived in this age ot 
inqiiiiy and expcuinent, without any attention to the 
•uoiidcrs cteiy daj produced bj the pokers of mag 
netibui and the vt heels of electncitj At leojt, I 
inny be allowed to hope that, since nothing u n ore 
contrary to moral excellence than envj, jou mil not 
rclusc to promote the happiness of others, meicl) 
btciuse you cannot pirtaleot then cnjovmcuts 
In confidence, theiefore, that jour ignorance has 
not made vou an cncti) to knowledge, I o£s.r vou 
z 2 the 
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the honour of intioducmg to the notice of the 
publick, an adept, who, having long labouied for 
tlie benefit of mankind, is not willing, like too 
many of his predecessors, to conceal his seciets m 
the grave 

Many have signalized themselves by melting their 
estates in crucibles I was born to no foitnne, and 
therefore had only my mind and body to devote to 
knowledge, and the giatitude of posterity will attest, 
that neither mind nor body have been spai f*d I ha v c 
sat whole weeks without sleep by the side of an atha- 
nor, to watch the moment of projection , I have made 
the first experiment in nineteen diving engines of new 
construction , I have fallen eleven tunes speechless 
under the shock of electricity, I have twice dislo- 
cated my limbs, and once fractured my skull, m 
essaying to fly'', and four times endangered my life 
by submitting to the transfusion of blood 

In the first period of my studies, I exerted the 
powers of my body more than those of my mind, 
and was not without hopes that fame might be pur- 
chased by a few bioken bones without the toil of 
thinking, but having been shatteied by some violent 
cxpeiimcnts, and constrained to confine myself to my 
books, I passed six and thirty ycais in searcliing the 
treasures of ancient wisdom, but am at last amply 
lecompensed for all m}^ perseverance 

The cuiiosity of the piesent race of philosophers, 
having been long exei cised upon electi icity, has been 
lately tiansfoimed to magnetism, the qualities of the 

* It IS said, that Dr Johnson once lodged in the same house 
iMtb a man who broke his legs in i*ttempting to fly C 

loadstone 
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loadstone Ime been investigated, il not «ith much 
advantage, jet'nith great appUuso and ns tlic high 
Cat praise ot art is to imitate nature, I hope no man 
mil think tlie mateis of aitificul magnets telebratcd 
oi reverenced above their dc cits 

I have for some tune cinplojcd mvself in the 
ame practice, hut mth deeper Inooledge and more 
extensive views hile iny contemporaries were 
touching needles and raising weights, oi busying 
tliemsclves with inclination and viriation, I have 
been exaiiiining those qualities of magnetism w Inch 
may be applied to the accommodation and liappiness 
of common life I have left to mlcriour understandings 
the care of conducting the sailor through tlie hazards 
of the ocean and reserved to injstll the more ditliciilt 
and illustrious province ot preserving the connubial 
compact from v olation, and setting mankind tree for 
cvei from the danger of supposititious children, and 
tlie torments ot fruitless vigilance and anxious sus 
picion 

To defraud anj man of his due piaisc is unworthy 
of a philosopher, I shall thcrclorc openly confess, 
that I ow e the first hint of tins inestimable secret to 
the Rabbi ibiaham Ben Hamiasc-, who, m his tieati«e 
ot precious stones, has lelt this account of the mag- 
net, Nt3’DN^>ltpn ivt “ llie cahimta, op load- 
“ stone that attracts iron, produces many had ianta 
'* SICS in man Women fly from tins stpne Jf 
“ tlierefore anv husband be disturbed with jealousy, 
“ and fear lest Ins wife converses with other men, 
“ let him lay this stone upon her while she is asleep 
" It she he pure, she will, when she wakes, clasp her 
? 3 “ husband 
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“ husband foncily in her nuns, but if ‘^hc be guifty, ' 
“ she Will i?ll out of bed, and inn away 

When I first read this \Aondciful ];a‘^sagc, I could 
not easily concenc nby it liad icinaincd bitbcito iin- 
regaided in such a 7 calous compeliuon foi niagnclical 
fame It nould suiely be unjust to suspect that any 
of the candidates aic sliangcis to tlie name 01 works 
of Rabbi Abiaham^ Or to conclude, fiom a late edict 
of the royal society in favour of the language, 

that philosophy and htciature are no longer to act in 
concert Yet, lion should a quality so useful escape 
promulgation, but by theobscuiit} of the language 
m which it nas delivcied" Y'hy aie lootmen and 
chambei maids paid oneveiy side foi keeping sccicts, 
nhich no caution nor expense could seem c, horn the 
all-pcneti ating magnet - Or, n by ai c so many n it- 
nesses summoned, and so many ai tifices piactised, to 
discover what so easy an expciiment v.ould inlalhbly 
revGaP 

Full of this perplexity, I icad the lines of Ahra- 
ham to a friend, nho advised me not to expose my 
life by a mad indulgence of the love of fame, he 
named me by the fate of Oiphew^, that knon ledge 
or genius could give no pioteclion to the in\adei of 
female pieiogativcs, assured me that ncithei the 
aimour of AOnlk.s, nor the antidote of Miihudaics^ 
>n ould be able to preserve me , a,nd counselled me, it 
I could not live without lenonn, to attempt the acqui- 
sition of universal empire, in n hich the honour would 
peihaps be equal, and the dangci certainly be less 

I, asohtaiv' student, pietend not to much know- 
ledge of the norld, but am unnilling to think it so 

genei ally 
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goiienllv corrupt, os tint n scheme for the dttcction 
of incontinence should hnng mi) d mger upon its m- 
lentor Afj fiiend has indeed told me that all the 
women will he mv cncmic', and that, however 1 flatter 
nnself with hopes of defence fioiii the men, I «lmU 
certiunlv find injself deserted in the hour of dinger 
Of th~ joung men, siid lie, some will be afraid of 
sharing the disgrace of their niothcis, and some the 
dinger of then unstresses, of those who arc married, 
part ire already coiiMiiced of the falsehood of their 
wucs, ind part shut then eses loaioid conviction, 
few ever sought for virtue in inirriagc, and therefore 
few will to whether they have found it Almost 
eveij mm is eirfless oi timoroiia, ind to trust is 
e isier and safer th m to examine 

i he e obscrv ations di«eouraged me, till I began to 
ronsulcr whit reception I was likclj to find among 
the 1 idles, whom I hive reviewed under the tliret 
classes of iniiids, wives, and widows, and cannot but 
hope lint I nn) obtain oiiie coiinteinnce among 
them llic single ladies I suppose iimvciaally ready 
to patronuc in) method, h) winch connubld wicked- 
ness limy he detected, siiiee no woiiian marries with 
a previous design to be unfintlifiil to her liusbiiid 
And, to 1 cep them slcnd) m iii) einisc, 1 piomise 
nev er to sell one of ni) magnets to a mail w ho steals 
a gill from school, ni lines a woman forty )Cir3 
)Oiinici thin liiiiiself, or employs the atitliorit) of 
piieiits to obtiin a wile without her own con cnt. 

Among the mimed ladies, notwithstanding the 
insmiutions of slmdvr, yet I asolvc to believe, that 
the greitci partaic my friends, ami am at least con 
vimxd, that they who demiiid the test, and appear on 
z 4 my 



344 the rambler. iV^ioy 

my side, will supply, by tbcii spiiit, the deficiency of 
their numbcis, and that thcii enemies -niil shrink and 
quake at the sight ot a magnet, as the slaves ol Scy- 
thia fled fiom the scouigc. 

The widows amU be conledciatcd in my fluoui by 
their cuiiosity, if not by then \iilue, loi it maybe 
observed, that Aiomen who ha\e outlived then hus- 
bands, always think themselves entitled to sufiei In- 
tend the conduct of ■vouna amvcs, and as thev aic 
themselves in no danger lioni tins magnctick trial, I 
shall expect them to be cimncntly and unanimously 
zealous m recommending it 

Whith these liopcs I shall, in a shoit time, ofler to 
sale magnets aimed with a paiticular mctallick com- 
position, which concentrates their virtue, and deter- 
mines their agency It is known that the eflicacy 
of the magnet, m common opeiations, depends much 
upon its ai mature, and it cannot be imagined, that 
a stone, naked, or cased only in the common manner, 
will discover the viitues ascribed to it by Rabbi 
Abraham The secret of tins metal I shall cai cfully 
conceal, and, therefore, am not afraid of iimtdtois, 
nor shall trouble the offices with solicitations for a 
patent 

I shall sell them of cliflereiit sizes, and vaiious de- 
grees of strength I have some of a bulk piopci to 
be hung at the bed’s head, as scare-crow s, and some 
so small that they may be easily concealed Some I 
have ground into oval forms to be hung at w atches ; 
and some, for the curious, I have set m w edding- 
nngs, that ladies may never want an attestation of 
then innocence Some I can pioduce so sluggish and 
jneit, that they will not act befoic the thud failure; 

and 
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imil Olliers so \igorous and onmmtcd, tliat they exert 
their influence agiinst unlavfiil nislies, if they hare 
been Millindy and deliberately indulged \s it is 
my practice honestly to tell my customers llic pro- 
perties of my magnets, I can judge, by their choice, 
of the delicacy of their sentiments Many have been 
content to spare cost by purchasing only tlie lonest 
degree of cfhcacy and all haie started with terrour 
from those nliich operate upon the thoughts One 
aouiig lady only fitted on a ring of the strongest 
energy, and declared that she scorned to separate her 
nislies from her acts, or alloii herself to tliinbnliat 
she uas forbidden to prttcti'c 

I am, &.C 

IltUMEWCtlS 
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Kumc. 200. Satuui) \ Y, Fehruaiy 1 5, 1 7o2. 

Kcnio prtif inorhcn qua wittchanlvr umin^ 

A Senrca, qua I’lsn Oonut-, qua Cnt'n Kohbttt 
TiurgiUi virupc ct /iiuft<; ct fasciiiu<; ohm 
hhtjo} hab( hntiir (hmaiidi gloi ta , solum 
Toscunus vi ca.nc<! eiithlcr , hoc face, cl c%to, 

Lsto, it nunc mulli, dfccs tiln pauper nmtci'!. Jr'v 

Normn e\prcts (for \vlio so niii''h a sot 
'^\h() li.is the tunes uc h\cs in so forint') 

"What Seneca, wh.it Ptso iisil to senrl, 

To raise or to support a sinking finiiti 
Those gndlil'e men, tov’.iiiMng \iittio kiiifl, 

Ihinrity well pi tVI, pitfcir’d, .int! wdl fksign’d, 

To all (heir titles, all th<it height of pov'i, 

Y Inch turns the brains of fools, and fools alone adore 
AVhen your poor client is condemn’d t' attend, 

*Tib all we hsk, nccne him ns <i fnciu] 

Descend to this, and tl'tn we ask no iiioie; 

Hich to jouihclf, to all beside be poor. Bow tis. 

To the RAMBLER. 

Mr R.AMELrR, 

Cll IS the tenderness oi iiihiniity of ninny 
minds, that when any affiietion oppiesscs them, 
they IvQve iniined.dtc lecoursc to lainentation and 
complaint, vihicli, though it can only be allotted 
reasonable \\ hen evils admit of leiticd}, and then onlyr 
when addressed to those fiom whom the icmedy is 
expected, yet seems even in hojicless and incuiable 
diati esses to be natuial, since those by whom it is not 
indulged, imagine that they give a proof ot cxtiaorr 
dinary foi titudc by suppiessing it. 

12 lam 
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* I 'im one of those ■who, with the Scnicho of Cti~ 
vantLS^ leave to higher chai meters the merit of suffer 
ing in silence, and give vent without scnipletoan^ 
sorrow tint swells in my heart It istherelorc to me 
a severe aggravation of a calamity, when it is such as 
111 the common opinion will not justify the acerbity 
ot exclamation, or support the solemnity of vocal 
giiet Yet man} pains aie incident to a man of de- 
licdcy, which the unfeeling world cannot be per- 
suaded to pity, and which, when tlicy aie separated 
from then pecuinr and peisonal ciicumstances, will 
never be coiisideicd as impoiiant enough to claim 
attention, or deseive ledicss 

Of tins kind will appear to gioss and vulgar ap 
pichension^, the miseries which 1 enduicd in a mom 
mg visit toP;os/;c;o a man Intel} raised towcalth by 
a luck} project, and too much intoxicated b} sudden 
elevition, or too little polished by thought and con- 
vciaatioii, to enjoy his picsent fortune with elegance 
and dcccnc} 

^Vc set out in the world together, and for a long 
lime mutually assisted each otlicr in our exigencies, 
as cithe; happened to have money or influence be- 
■^ond Ills iinraedntc necessities lou know tliat 
nothi jg generally endcais men so much as participa- 
tion of dangers and misfortunes, I theicfoic ahvajs 
considered P; oipei o as united w ith me m the sti ongest 
league of kindness, and imagined tliat our fiiendship 
was_ onlv to be broken by the hand of death I felt 
at his sudden shoot of success an honest and disin- 
terested JO} , but as I want no part of his superflui- 
ties am not willing to descend fioni that equality in 
which we hitherto have lived 


Ouf 
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Our I'ltimacy icivudcd me a? a uisptnsa- 
tion fiom ccicmoniil vwls, and il ^\as so lon^ be- 
fore I Siiw liiin at hib new hou?o, that lie p,(’ntl\ coin- 
plained of my neglext, and obliged me to con'ic on a 
day appointed I kept my piou i^e, bat tound that 
the impatience o( my hiend ai bsc not lien any dcMic 
to communicate his iiappiUoSb, but to enjoy his supe- 
nonty 

Mnen I told my name at the dooi, the footman 
went to see u las master was at home, and, by the 
tardiness ol ms rcUnn, ga\e me leason to suspect that 
' time was taken to deliberate Ih then iniojincd me, 
that Pro.^l''e)0 desired my ccmpan\, and showed the 
stauc*se carefully seemed by mats fiom the pollution 
of my feet 'f he best apaitmcnts wcie ostentatiously 
set open, that I mi:;;,lit hare a, distant slew ot the mag- 
nificence wlikh I was not pciinicted to approach; 
and my old friend lecciviiig me isilh all the insolence 
of condescension at the to]) of the staiis, conducted 
me to a back 100m, wheie he told mo he always 
breakfasted when he bad not grebt .omjian^ 

On the fiooi w'here we sat, lay a caipet coveicd 
with a cloth of which Fro'-poo ordeicd his acivant 
to lift up a cornel, that I might contemplate the 
brightness ot the colouis, and the elegance ox the 
tcvtuic, and asked me whcthei I had ever seen any 
thing so fine before^ I did not giatify Ins folly with 
any outciies of admiration, but coldly bade the foot- 
man let down the cloth. 

We then sat down, and I began to Iiope that piidc 
wras glutted with persecution, w hen Pio.spuo dcsiicd 
that i rvouid give the sei vant leave to adjust the cover 
of my chair, which was slipt a little aside, to show the 

damask ; 
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damask lie infonncd me tint lie iiad bespoke ordi- 
nirj cliaiis for common use, but had been disap 
pointed In liis tridcsinm I put the clnii aside with 
inv toot and drm aiiotliei so liastil), that I nas 
eiiticatcd not to rumple the carpet 

Breakfast ms at last set, and as I iias not nilhng 
to indulge the pceiishiicss tint liegan to seize me, £ 
commended the tci Pto'^pao then told me, that 
another time I ■•hoiild tisteliis finest soit, hut tint 
he had onlj n eci^ sma'I qumtity icmiinmg and 
reserved it foi tlio enhom he (hougnt Imnscit obliged 
to treat iiith pniticnlai respect. 

hdc vve vvcic comeisuig upon such subjects as 
imagination hainicned to sui^cst, lie ficquontlj di- 
gressed into diixctioiis to the servant that waited 
Qt made a slight inquiry aftci the jen ellci oi silv er- 
sniith, and once is I was pursuing an uguinent 
with some degree of earnestness, he stnted fioin hi; 
posture of attention, and ordered, thit il \o\A. Lofty 
called on him th it nioinmg ho should ho shown into 
the best p iiloiii 

Aly patience was yet not whollv subdued I was 
willing to promote his ' itishction, and thficfoie ob- 
served tint tin figuies on the ebini were eminently 
pr"tty Piospuo 11 id now m oppoilunity ot calling 
foi his T)iLs,dui e’lma, whieh says he, I always asso 
ente with my clued tealettle Jhe cups were 
brought, I once resolved not to have looked upon 
them but mv ciinositj prev iiled 11 hen I had ex- 
amined them a little Pi ovpero desired me to set them 
dovvai, for thev vvho vere accustomed only to com 
mon dishes seldom ha idled china with imieli caie 
11011 will, I hope, CO nil jid my philosophv, when 

I tell 
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I tell 3^ou that I did not ddbh his baubles to the 
ground. 

He ^vas noiv so much elevated Mitli his OAvn gieat- 
ness, that he thought some humility necessary to avei t 
the glance of envy, and tlicrefoie told me, AMth an 
an of soft composure that I was not to estimate life 
by external appearance, that all these shinmg acqui- 
sitions had added little to his happiness, tliat he still 
remembered with pleasuie the dajs in Avhich he and 
I Avere upon the IoaH, and had often, in tlie moment 
of reflection, been doubtful, AAhether he should lose 
much by changing his condition for mine. 

I began iioaa^ to be afiaid lest his piide should, by 
silence and subinission, be emboldened to insults that 
Gould not easily be boin, and therefoie eoolly con- 
sidered hoAA’- I should rcpiess it AAithout such bitter- 
ness of leproof as I aa'us yet imAvilhng to use But 
he interrupted my meditation, by asking leaA^e to be 
dressed, and told me, that he had promised to attend 
some ladies in the paik, and, if I AAas going the same 
vjiiy, Avould take me in his chaiiot I had no incli- 
nation to any othei faA’ouis, and therefoie left him 
AA ithout any intention of seeing him again, unless 
some mi^foitune dioiild icstoie hisundeistandins 


I am, &c 


As PE II. 


Though T am not Avholly insensible of the provo- 
cations aa Inch my con espondent has leceived, I can- 
'not altogcthei commend the keenness of his resent- 
ment, noi encouiage him to peisist in his resolution 
of bieaking off all commeice Avith his old acquaint- 
ance. 
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ance One of the poldcn precepts of Pythagoras 
(iirecb, that a fuinit should not bo haled Jo) little 
faults, and surely lie, upon uhom nothing uorae can 
be charged, than that lit. mats his stuiro, and coters 
ha, carpet, and sets out liis finery to shou helore 
those nhom he docs not admit to use it, has yet com- 
mitted nothing that should cvclude him from coinmo'a 
degrees of kindness Such iinpiopricties often pro- 
ceed rather from stupidity thm malice Tliose who 
thus shine only to dazzle, arc influenced raerelv by 
custom and evample, and neither csamine, nor are 
qualified to examine the motiies of their own pric- 
tice, or to state the nice limits betueen elegance and 
ostentation Ehcy arc often innocent of the para 
uhich their lamty produces and insult others ii hen 
they hate no iiorse purpose than to plca'c them- 
selves 

He that too much refines his delicacy will always 
sndanger his quiet Of those with whom nature and 
virtue oblige us to convci.c, some arc ignorant of the 
art of pleasing, and oflen J vi hen they design to ca- 
ress, some arc negligent, and gratify tlicinsclvcs 
without regard to the quiet of another, some per- 
haps, are milicious, and Iccl no greatei satisfaction 
jn prospei ity, th in that of raising envy and trampling 
iiiteiionty But, whatever be tlie motive of insult, 
it IS alwavs best to overlook it, foi folly scircely 
can deseive resentment, and malice is puiuslied by 
neglect* < 


" The character of Pro pero it 13 universally acknowledged 
eyas Intended lor Garnck wiio says Vlr Poswell, ncicrcntlrcly 
formal e It 3 pointed satire C. 
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Santtus hahcit 

Piom'isirpic ttnai diclisfatisquc vicrcn',' 
^gnosco pioccrcDU 


Jim 


Convince tl)cv\orl(l that voii'ie devout and tnic, 

I •' 

Be just in all }ou ‘^aj’’, and .ill 3011 do, 

AMiatcvcr be 3 our birth, 30u'rc sure to be 
A peei of the fust magnitude to me ST^P^ nv 


J^OYLE has obseived, that tlio excellency of 
m an ufac tines, and the lacihty of labour, would 
be much promoted, if the vai ions expedients and 
contrivances ivhich he concealed in pnvatc hand':, 
were by recipiocal communications made gencially 
known; fortheic are feu operations that are not per- 
formed by one 01 othei with some peculiar advantages 
which, though bingly of little impoitance, would, by 
conjunction and concurience, open new inlets to 
knowledge, and give new poweis to diligence 

There are, in like manner, sevcial moial excellen- 
cies distiibuted among the dilfeicnt classes of a com- 
munity It w as said by that he ncvci icad 

more than one book, by w’hich he w^as not insti ucted ; 
and he that shall inquiie after virtue wuth aidoui and 
attention, w ill seldom find a man by wdiose example 
or sentiments lie may not be improved 

Eveiy profession has some essential and appropii- 
ate viitue, w itbout winch there can be no hope of 
honour or success, and w'hich, as it is moie or less 

culti- 
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cultivated, confers nitliin its sphere of activity dif- 
ferent degrees of merit and reputation As the 
astrologers range the subdivisions of mankind under 
the planets which they suppose to influence thtir 
lives, the moralist may distnhute them xccouling to 
the virtues which they necessarily practise, and con 
sider them as distinguished by prudence or fortitude, 
diligence or patience 

So much are the modes of cvcelicncc settled by 
time and place, that men may bo heard boasting m 
one street of that which tliey would anviously con- 
ceal in another The grounds of scorn and esteem, 
the topicks of praise and satire, arc vaned nccoiding 
to the several virtues or vices w hich tlie course of life 
has disposed men to admire or abhor, but he w ho is 
solicitous for his own improvement, must not bo 
limited by, local reputation, but select from every 
tribe of mortals their characteristical virtues, and 
constellate in himself tlie scattered giaces which shine 
single in other men 

The chief praise to which a trader aspires is tliat 
of punctuality, or an exact and rigorous observance 
of commercial eneagements, nor is there any vice 
of which he so much dreads the vmputatvow, as of 
negligence and instability This is a quality which 
^ the interest of mankind requires to be diffused 
through all the ranks of life, but winch many seem 
to consider as a vulgar and ignoble virtue below 
the ambition of greatness or attention of wit, scaitely 
requisite among men of gayety and spirit, and sold 
at Its highest rate when it is saciificed to a frolick or 
a jest 

VoL VI A A 


Every 
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Every man has daily occasion to remark uliat \cxa-» 
tions aiise fiom this piivilcge of deceiving one ano- 
ther. The active and vivacious have so long dis- 
dained the icstiaints of tiuth, that promises and 
appointments have lost their cogcnc}’’, and both 
paities neglect then stipulations, because each con- 
cludes that they v ill be broken l)y the other 

Negligence is fust admitted in small afiaiis, and 
sticngthcned by petty indulgences He that is not 
yet haidened by custom, ventuies not on the viola- 
tion of impoitant engagements, but thinks liirnself 
bound by his noid in cases of propcityor danger, 
though he allows himself to forget at uliat tunc he 
is to meet ladies in the park, or at what tavciii liis 
friends are expecting him. 

Tins laxity of honour w'ould be more tolerable,' 
if It could be restiaincd to the play-house, the ball- 
room, 01 the caid-table; yet even there it is suf- 
ficiently tioublesomc, and darkens those moments 
wath expectation, suspense, and resentment, which 
are set aside foi pleasure, and fi om w Inch w e natu- 
rally hope for unmiiigled enjoyment, and total le- 
iaxation But he that suffers the slmbtcst breach in 

O 

his morality, can seldom tell w'hat shall enter it, or 
how' wide It shall be made, when a passage is open, 
the influx of corruption is every moment wearing 
down opposition, and by slow' degrees deluges the 
heait 

Aliger enteied the woild a youth of lively ima- 
gination, extensive views, and untainted piincipTes. 
His curiosity incited him to lange fiom place to 
place, and tiy all the vaiietics of conveisation; his 
5 clegatice 

O 
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elegance of address and fcitilily of ideas gamed him 
friends wherever he appeared, or at least he found 
the general kindness of reception always shown to a 
joung man' whose birth and fortune give him a claim 
to notice and who hos neither by vice or folly de 
slroyed his pmileges Ahgir was pleased with this 
general smile of mankind, and was industrious to 
preserve it by compliance and officiousness, but did 
not suffer his desire of pleasing to vitiate bis inte- 
grity It was his established ma\im that a promise 
IS never to be broken, nor was it without long re 
luctance that he once suffered himself to be diawn 
away from a festal engagement by the importunity 
of another company 

He spent the evening, as is usual in the rudi- 
ments of vice, in perturbation and imperfect en 
joyment, and met his disappointed friends in tlie 
morning with confusion and excuses His coinpa 
mons, not aicustomed to such scrupulous anxiety, 
laughed at his uneasiness, compounded the offence 
for a bottle, gave him courage to break his word 
again, and again levied the penalty He ventured 
the same expenment upon anotlier society, and 
found them 'equally ready to consider it as a venial 
fault, always incident to a man of quickness and 
gayety , till, by degrees, he began to think himself 
at' liberty to follow the last invitation, and was no 
longer shocked at the turpitude of falsehood He 
made no difficulty to promise his presence at dis 
tant places, and if Iistlesness happened to creep 
upon him, would sit at home with great tranquil 
Iity, and has often sunk (o sleep in a chair, vvhild 
1 AAJ he 
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he held ten tables in contimml expectations of his 
entrance 

It 1^as so pleasant to Inc in perpetual vacanc}’, 
that he soon dismissed his attention as an useless in- 
cumbiancc, and resigned himself to carclasncss and 
dissipation, nilhoiit anj' icgaul to the future oi the 
past, 01 any otliei molne ot action than the impulse 
of a sudden desiie, oi the nttmetion of immediate 
pleasure The absent tvcic immediately foi gotten, 
and the hopes or lcai'> felt b}' othcis, had no influ- 
ence upon hi5 conduct He nas in speculation 
completely just, but never hept bis promise to a 
crcditoi , he was benevolent, but always deceived 
those friends whom he undertook to patronize oi 
assist; he was prudent, but suftcied his affairs to be 
embairasscd for want of legulating his accounts at 
stated times He courted a young lady, and when 
the settlements w'cic diawn, took a ramble into the 
country on the day appointed to sign them He 
resolved to travel, and sent his chests on ship- 
board, but delayed to follow them till he lost his 
passage He was summoned as an evidence m a 
cause of great impoitance, and loitered on the way 
till the trial was past. It as said that when he 
had, with gieat expense, foimed an interest in a 
borough, his opponent contrived, by some agents 
w'ho knew his temper, to lure him away on the 
day of election. 

His benevolence draws him into the commission 
of a thousand ciimes, which otheis less kind or 
civil would escape His couitesy invites applica- 
hon, his promises produce dependants; he has his 

pockets 
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pockets filled \\\th petitions, whicli lie intends ‘^oine 
time to d^lwci “ind enforce, and his table covered 
vMth letteis of re(jucst, vMtli v\hich he purpo'Jcs to 
comply, "^ut time slips imperceptibly away, vvhilt. 
he IS cither idle or busv , liia friends lose their op- 
poitumties, and charge upon him their mi carnages 
and calamities 

This character, however contemptible, is not pe- 
culiar to 1 hey whose activity ot imagina- 

tion IS often shiiting the scenes of cvpcctation, are 
ficquently subject to such sallies of caprice as make 
all their actions fortuitous destroy the value of their 
fiiendship, obstruct the efficacy of their vntucs, and 
set them below the meanest of those tliat jiersist in 
their resolutions, execute uhat they design, lyid per- 
fonn what they have promised 
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'Numb. 202. Saturday, Pc/jn/or3/J2Cj 1752. 

» 

uTufix. i<'i» I ■pA’JJ 

Kai Crdt'lxi ^1% yMxi^fctin 
‘O at crfeCs^r vtgicryi>,tffltfO^ 

''AttchIx r untufx, Accjj'Sfia, (^t^ti CaLL.MACHX**; 

Tiom no affliLtion is tlic poor exempt, 

lie thinks cneh cxc stiuexs him with rontempt, 

Diiinanly poxcrl} subdues the heart, 

Cankers each •wound, and sh iipens cv’iy dart T Lrwjs. 

_ /^IVIONG those who have endeavoured to pro- 
^ mote learning, and lectify judgment, it has 
been long customary to complain of the abuse of 
woidSj which aie often admitted to signify things so 
diflcicnt, that, instead of assisting the understanding 
as vehicles of knowledge, they produce cirour, dis-' 
sension, and perplexity, because nhat is aflirined in 
one sense, is leceived m anotlier 

Jf this ambiguity sometimes embairasses the most 
solemn conti oversics, - and obscures the demonstia- 
tions of science, it may well be expected to infest 
the pompous peiiods of declaimeis, nhose purpose 
is often only to amuse with fallacies, and change the 
coloms of tuith and falsehood, oi the musical com- 
positions of poets, whose style is pi ofesscdly figura- 
tive, and whose heait is imagined to consist in dis- 
torting vxords fiom their oiiginal meaning. 

There aie few words of nhicli the leader believes 
himself better to know the import than of ^poverty ; 

yet, 
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jct, i\hocvcrstudic;s either llie poets or philp'ophcrs, 
mil find such nn nccoimtof the condition expressed 
h) that term os his experience or obscrentioii «iU 
not e.isilj discoecr to be true In tend of the menu 
ness, distress, complaint, niixict}, and dcp^ndunce, 
liliiclt hue liitlierto been combined m Ins idem of 
posert), hcsull rend of content, mnoccnce, nnd cheer- 
fulness, of health nnd safety, tmnquillitj and faxidom, 
of pleasures not known hut to men iinenciimbcred 
w ith possessions , nnd of sleep that shexls Ins balsniiiiek 
anodynes onij on the cottage Such arc the blessings 
to be obtainc-d bj the resigintion of nclits, tlint kings 
might descend from their tlirones, nnd generals 
retire from a triumph, oiilj to slumber undisturbed 
m the eljsium of poiertt 

If tlic«c nulliors do not dccenc us, nothing can 
bo more absurd than tlint (Xirpelnnl coiitcjl for w calth 
which keeps the world in commotion, nor any com 
plaints morejustl) censured than those which proceed 
from want of tlic gifts of fortune, wlncli we arc taught 
by tlie great musters of moral w i=dom to consider ns 
golden shackles, b) winch the wearer is at once tlis 
ablcd and adorned, as luscious poisons which may 
for a time please the palate, but 'oon betray their 
pialignity by languor and by pain 

It IS the great privilege of poverty to bo happy 
unenvied, to be healthful without pliysick,nnd secure 
without a guard, to obtain from the bounty ofinturc 
what the great and wealthy are compelled to proeuro 
by the help of artists and attendants, of flatterers 
and spies 

liut It will be found upon n nearer yiew, that 
they who extol the happiness of poicrty, do not 
, A A 4 mean 
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mean the same state \Mth those %\lio deplore its 
miseiies Poets have their imaginations filled with 
ideas of magnificence; and being accustomed to 
contemplate the dounfal of empires, or to contrive 
forms of lamentations loi monaichs in distiess, rank 
all the classes of mankind in a state of poverty, w ho 
make no approaches to the dignity of crowns. To 
be poor, m the cpick language, is only not to com- 
mand the uealth of nations, nor to liave fleets and 
aimics m pay 

Vanity has peihaps contiibuted to this impro- 
priety of stylo lie that wishes to become a philo- 
sopher at a cheap rate, easily gratifies Ins ambition 
by submitting to poverty when he does not feel it, 
and by boasting his contempt of riches, when he 
has aheady more than ho enj03'S. Ho who would 
show the extent of his views, and grandeur of his 
conceptions, or discover his acquaintance with splen- 
dour and magnificence, may talk like Cowley^ of an 
humble station and quiet obscurity, of the paucity 
of nature’s wants, and the inconveniencies of super- 
fluity, and at last, like him, limit his desires to five 
hundred pounds a year, a foitune, indeed, not exu- 
berant, when we compare it with the expenses of 
pride and luxury, but to wdiich it little becomes a 
philosopher to affix the name ol poverty, since no 
man can, with any propriet}', be termed poor, who 
does not see the greatei part of mankind richer than 
himself. 

As little is thegeneial condition of human life un- 
dei stood by the panegyrists and historians, who amuse 
us with accounts of the povei ty of heroes and sages. 
Riches are of no value in themselves, their use is dis- 
covered 
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CO crcd onij in tliat uliiJi tlicv procure Jliej nrc 
not coteted, iiiilcjs by narron understandings uliicli 
confound tlic me ins with tli_ end but for the sale of 
power, influence, and esteem, or, by some of less 
clcrated and relincd scntiiiients, us necessary to sen- 
sual enjoyment 

The pleasures of luxtirs, ninny bale, without un- 
common iirtue, been able to despise, e'Cn when 
affluence and idleness have concurred to tempt tlicin , 
and tlicrefurc he who feels iiothi y trom indigence but 
the want of gral ideations whicli he could not lit any 
otlier condition niahe consistent with innocence, has 
given no proof of eminent patience. Lslcem and in 
fluence every man desires, but they are equally pleas- 
ing and equally vuluiblc, hy wlmtcvcr means tliev 
nrc obtained, ind whoever has found the art of 
-sceuring them williout tlie help of money, ought, in 
reality, to be accounted ncli, since he has all ilut 
riches can purchase to a wise iiian Ciiiamtalus, 
tliougli he lived upon a few ncres eultivatcd by Ins 
own hand, w,i3 suflicicntly removed from nil the evils 
generally coiiiprchcndeal under the niiiiio of poverty, 
when his reputation was such, that the voice of his 
country called hiiii from Ins farm to talc absolute 
command into Ins hand, nor was Diogenes mucli 
mortified by his residence ill a tub, where he was 
honoured witli the visit of Alesandii the Great 

The same fallacy has conciliated veneration to tlio 
religious orders Wiien we behold a man abdicating 
the hope of terrestrial possessions, and precluding 
himself, by an irrevocable vow, from the pursuit and 
acquisition of all tliat his fcllovv beings consider as 
vvortliy ofvvishes and endeavours, we arc immediately 

struck 
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struck 'nith the punty, absti action, and firmness of 
his mind, and regard him as wholly employed in se- 
eming the interests of fiitnnty, and devoid of any 
othei care than to gain at nhatevci pure tlic siiic^t 
passage to cteinal rest 

Yet, what can the \0tar3' be justly said to ]ia\c lost 
of his present happiness ^ If he icsulcs in a convent, 

, he convcises only with men whosC condition i‘> the 
same with his own; he has, tiom the inunififcncc of 
the founder, all the necessaries of life, and is safe fiom 
tliat dcstifiifio}!, Ti'hich I looker dcclaics to hcmdi an 
hvpcdimehi to ruiitc, till it be 'icmo-vctl, siijjocih 
mt the mind of man to admit any oilm' tare. All 
temptations to envy and competition aic sliiit out 
from his leti cat, he is not pained with tlie sight ol 
unattainable dignity, nor insulted w ith the bluster of 
insolence, or the smile of foiced famihaiity. If he 
wandcis abioad, the sanctltv of Ins chaiacter anipl}'- 
compensates all other distinctions , lie is seldom seen 
but with levercncc, nor heard but with submission. 

It has been lemaikcd, that deatli, thougli often 
defied 111 the field, seldom fails to leirify wlicn it ap- 
proaches -the bed of sickness in jts natural hoiioui : 
so poverty may easily be endured, while associated 
with dignity and leputation, but will alwajs be shun- 
ned and dreaded, w-hen it is accompanied witli 
ignominy and contempt. 
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I ' 

Om volet ilia ^tet qu<r nil msi carports /lujus 
Jut Aabttf tncerit tpattum mthifntat ati O' iD 

Come soon or late death s ondelermin d 

lols mortal being only con decay "WfiLSTED 

I 

TT seems to be the fate of man to seek all his con- 
1 Eolations m futunty The tune present is seldom 
able to fill desire or imagination « ith immediate en- 
joyment, and lie are forced to supply its deficitneies 
by rerollection or anticipation 

Every one has so often detected the fallaciousness 
of hope, and the inconvenience of teaching himself to 
expect nhat a thousand accidents may preclude, that, 
«hen tune has abated the confidence luth aihich 
youth rushes out to take possession of the iiorld, 11 e 
endeavour, or wish, to find entertainment m the re- 
view of life, and to icpose upon real facts and certain 
expcnence This is perhaps one reason, among 
onany, why age delights in narratives 

But so lull IS the world of calamity, that eveiy 
source of pleasure is polluted, and every retirement 
of tranquillity disturbed When tune has supplied 
us with events sufficient to employ our thoughts, it 
has mingled them with so many disasters, that we 
Shnnk from their remembrance, diead their intrusion 
upon our minds, and fiy from them as from enemies 
that pursue us with torture 


No 
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No man past the middle point of life can sit doun 
to feast upon the pleasures ot youth -sMlliout finding 
the banquet cmbittcicd by the cup of sonov. ; he 
may ievi\c lucky accidents, and pleasing exluiva- 
gandes, many days of harmless fioluk, 01 nights of 
honest festivity, uill peihaps iccui , or, if lie has 
been engaged in scenes of action, and acquainted 
'luth aftaiis of difliculty and vjcis'^itudcs ot loilune, 
he may enjoy the noblci pleasme of looking liack 
upon disticss firmly sujipoited, dangcis resolutely 
cncounteicd, and oppo'^itioii artfully dctcated. JlCnca^ 
piopeity comforts his companions, ^\hen, aflei the 
honours of a storm, they ha\c landed on an unknown 
and desolate countiy, with the hope that tlieir misc- 
nes will be at some distant tune lecountcd Mith de- 
light Theic are few higlici giatifications than that 
ol leflection on surmounted evils, a hen they v^crc not 
inclined nor protiacted by om fault, and neither 
repvoach us v\ith conaidice noi guilt. 

But this felicity is almost ahiays alialed by the re- 
flection that they aith whom we should be most 
pleased to shaie it aic now in the gia\c. A few 
yeais make such havock in human gcneialions, that 
we soon sec oui selves deprived of those with whom 
w’e entered the woild, and wliom the participation of 
pJeasiircs 01 fatigues had cndeaicd to oiii icmein- 
brance Ihe man of enteipiise lecounts Ins adven- 
tures and expedients, but is forced, at the close of the 
relation, to pay a sigh to the names of those that con- 
tubuted to ins,succcss ; he that passes his I'fe among 
the gayer part of mankind, has his icmcmbi'ancc 
stored with remarks and repartees of wits, whose 
spijghtliness and meiiimept aie now' lost in perpetual 

silence ; 
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silcnct, Uie tndcr, wliosc industry I ns supplied the 
want of inheritance, repines in solitary plenty at the 
aliscncc of coinpaniont, «illi whom he had planned 
out ainuscnicnls for his latter scars, and thcsrholir, 
whose merit, after a long 'tries ol tfiorts raises him 
from obsciints, looks round in sain from his esnlta- 
tion for Ins old friends or tiiciiucs, «hosc applause or 
mortification would Jicightcn his triumph 

rVmong MmliaTi requisites to haiqiincss is Ra 
non parta labou, sed rdictn, an estate not gamed h\ 
jndiistry, hut left hy mhentanre It is mccssiiy to 
tlic completion of ciciy good, tint it bt timely ob< 
tamed, foriiintcier comes at tlic close of life will 
come too hie to gtic iiiuth delight, yet all hunnii 
happiness has its deftets Ol wint 11c do not gam 
for ourselics we bait only a fiiiiit and imperfect frui 
tion, hccaiiso we cannot comp ire the difieanee hc- 
tttcen want and possession, or at least can derive 
from It no conviction of our own iibihlies, nor any 
increase of self esteem, what we acquire h\ hraiciy 
or science, hv mental or corporal diligence, comes at 
last when we cannot comiiiunicnit, and tliereforc 
cannot enjoy it 

Thus every penod of life is obliged to borrow its 
happiness from tlic tune to come In y outh w c hav e 
nothing past to entertam us, and in ago, we derive 
hide from retrospect but hopeless sorrow 1 ct the 
future hkciviso has its limils, wliuh die imagination 
dreads to approach, but whicli we sec to bo not far 
dislant Tlie loss of our fnends and companions 
impresses hourly upon us the necessity of our own 
departure, we know that the schemes of man are 
quielly at an end, diat vve must soon lie down m die 

grave 
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grave with the foi gotten multitudes of fonner ages,' 
and yield our place to otheis, w'ho, like us, shall be 
driven a while by hope or fear, about the surface of 
the earth, and then like us be lost in the shades of 
death 

Beyond this termination of our material existence, 
we are thcrefoi e obliged to extend our hopes ; and 
almost eveiy man indulges his imagination with 
something, which is not to happen oil he has changed 
his manner of being* some amuse themselves with 
entails and settlements, provide for the perpetuation 
of families and honours, or contrive to obviate the 
dissmation of the fortunes, wdiich it has been their 
business to accumulate; others, moie refined or ex- 
alted, congratulate then ow n heai ts upon the future 
extent of then reputation, the leverence of distant 
nations, and the giatitude of unprejudiced posterity. 

They whose souls aie so chained down to coffers 
and tenements, that they cannot conceive a state iri 
which they shcill look upon them with less solicitude, 
are seldom attentive 01 flexible to arguments; but 
the votaiics of fame are capable of reflection, and 
theiefoie may be called to reconsidei the probability 
of their expectations. 

TvTether to be icmembeicd in 1 emote times be 
w 01 thy of a wise man’s wish, has not yet been satis- 
factoiily decided, and, indeed, to be long remem- 
bered, can happen to so small' a number, that the bulk 
of mankind has very little interest in the question. 
Ihere is never loom in the i\oiM for more than a 
cLitain quantity or measme of lenown The neces- 
sary business of life, the immediate pleasures Or pains 
of everyx:ondition, leave us not leisure faey^bnd a fixed 

propoition 
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propoition for contemplations nhieli do not foicibiy 
influence our present welfare When this vacuity is 
filled, no characters tan be admitted into the circu- 
latioti of fame, btit by occiipjing the place of some 
that must be thrust into oblmon The eye of the 
mmd, like that of the hod^, can only extend its view 
to nevv objects, by losing sight of those which are 
now before it , , , , 

Reputation is themfoie a metcoi, which blazes a 
while d 3 d disappears for ever, and, if we except a 
few hansceiident and invincible names, which no re 
volutions of opinion oi length of nme is able to sup 
pi css, all those tliat engage our thoughts, 01 diversify 
our conversation, aie eveiy moment hasting to obscu 
ritj,as new favourites aie adopted byfashion 

It 13 not therefore fioni this woild, that any ray of 
comfort can proceed, to cheer tlie gloom of the last 
hour But futuntv has still its piospects, there is 
yet happiness iii reserve, whicli, if w e transfer our at- 
tention to 1^ 'will support us in the pains of disease, 
and the languor of decay Tins happiness we may 
expect with confidence, because it is out of the power 
of chance, and may be attained by all that sincerely 
desire and earnestly pursue it On this therefore 
every mind ought finally to rest Hope is the chief 
blessing of man, and that hope only is rational, of 
which we are certain that it cannot deceive us 
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Kcnto tam diro^ hal'tit favcnlctt 
( laittnum vt jjosstt ubi potheen, Sr' rcrt» 

Of heaven'*? protection who can be 
So confident to utter this — ? 

'ro-rnorrow 1 will spend jn bhn. F. I-rwis. 


CEGEDy lord of Ethiopia, to the inhabitants of 
the uoild: To the sons of presumption, Immiiity 
and fear; and to the daughters of sorrou’, content 
and acquiescence. 

Thus, in the tMent3f-scvcnlh jear of his rcign, 
spoke Seged, the monaich of forty nations, the dis- 
tributor of tlie Maters of the Ndc: “At lengtli, 
S'egcd, tiiy tods are at an end , thou hast reconciled 
djsafiection, thou hast suppressed rclxilhon, thou 
hast pacified the jealousies of tliy courtiers, tliou 
hast chased uar from thy confines, and erected 
forti esses in the lands of thy enemies All uho 
have offended thee, ti cmble m thy presence, and 
uherever thy voice is hcaid, it is obc^’ed Thy 
thionc IS suiiounded by aimies, numerous as tlie 
locusts of the suinmei, and lesistlcss as the blasts 
of pestilence Thy magazines aie stored nith am- 
munition, thy treasuies oveifloiv uith tlie tribute 
of conqueied kingdoms Plenty rvaves upon tliy 
fields, and opulence glitters in thy cities Thy 
nod is as the eaithquake that shakes tlie moun- 
tains, and thy smile as the daiv n of the vernal day- 
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“ In thy hand is the strength of thousands, and tliy 
" health is the health of millions Thy palace is 
“ gladdened by the song of praise, and thj path per 
“ fumed by the breath ol benediction Thj subjects 
“ gaze upon thy greatness, and think of danger or 
“ misery no more Why, Segid nilt not thou par 
“ take the blessings thou bestonest-' \lhj shouldst 
“ thou only forbear to rejoice in this general fehcitj ^ 
“ Why should thyfacc be clouded mth anxiety, when 
“ tlie meanest of those «ho call thee sovereign, gives 
“ the day to festivity, and the night to peace ’ At 
“ length, Seged, reflect and be viisc What is the 
" gift of conquest but safety^ Why are riches col- 
■“ lected but to purchase happiness ’ 

Seged then ordered the house of pleasure, built m 
an island of the lake of Dambea to be prepared for 
his reception “ I will retire, says he, “ for ten dajs 
“ from tumult and care, from counsels and decrees 
“ Long quiet is not the lot of the governors of na- 
" tions, but a cessation of ten dajs cannot bo denied 
“ me This short interval of happiness may surely 
“ be seemed from the interruption of fear 01 per- 
“ plcMty, sorrow or disappointment I will exclude 
“ all trouble from my abode, and remove from mv 
“ thoughts whatever may confute the hannonj of 
“ the concert, or abate the sweetness of the banquet 
“ I will fill the w hole capacitj of my soul w ith cn 
“ joyment, and try what it is to live without a wi«h 
“ unsatisfied ’ 

Inafew days tbeorderswere performed, and Aged 
hasted to the palace of Dambea which stood in an 
island cultiv ated only for pleasure, planted w ith ev en, 
flower that spreads Its colours to the sun, and every 

Vol VI R a shiub 
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shrub that sheds fragiancc in the air. In one part of 
this extensive gaiden, were open ^^alks for exclusions 
in the moining, in another, thick gio\cs, and silent 
aihoms, and bubbling fountains, for lepose at noon. 
All that could solace the sense, or flatter the fancy, 
all that industiy could cxtoit fiom nature, or^’icalth 
fiunish to ait, all that conquest could seize, or bene- 
ficence attiact, Mas collected togcthei, and eveiy pci- 
ception of delight -was excited and gratified. 

Into this delicious legion Scgccl summoned all tlic 
pel sons of his court, 'ivho seemed eminently qualified 
to leceive or communicate pleasuie. His call M'as 
leadily obeyed, the young, the fair, the vivacious, 
and the ivitty, nere all in haste to be sated ivith 
felicity They sailed jocund over the lake, ■which 
seemed to smooth its surface befoie them: Theii- 
passage ivas cheered wuth musick, and their hearts 
dilated wuth expectation 

Seged, landing here with his band of pleasuie, de~ 
termined from that hour to break off all acquaint- 
ance with discontent, to give his heart for ten days 
to ease and jollity, and then fall back to the com- 
mon state of man, and suffei his life to be diveisificd. 
as before, nith joy and soiroiv. 

He immediately entered his chamber, to considci 
wheie he should begin his ciiclc of happiness. He 
had all the aitists of delight before him, but knew 
not w'hom to call, since he could not enjoy one, but 
by delaying the peiformance of another. He chose 
and 1 ejected, he resolved and changed his resolution, 
till his faculties were haiassed, and his thoughts con- 
fused, then leturned to the apartment wdiere his 
piesence was expected, with languid eyes and clouded 

counte- 
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countenance, and spread the infection of uneasiness 
over the whole assembly He observed their depres 
Sion, and was offended, for he found his vexation in 
created by those whom he expected to dissipate and 
relieve it He retired a^in to ins private chamber, 
and «ougbt for consolation in his own mind, one 
thouglit flowed in upon anotlicr a long succession 
of images seized his attention, the moments crept 
imperceptibly away through the gloom of pensive- 
ness, till, having recovered his tranqmllitj, he lifted 
up his head, and saw the lake brightened by tlic set 
ting sun “ Such,’ said Seged sighing “ is the 
** longest day of human existence Before we have 
“ learned to use it, we find it at an end ’ 

The regret which he felt for the lo=s of so great a 
part of his first day, took from him all disposition to 
enjoy the evening, and, after having endeavoured, 
for the sake of his attendants, to force an an of 
gaj ety, and excite tliat mirth w Inch he could not share, 
he resolved to refer his hopes to the next morning 
and laydown to paitakcwith tlie slaves of labour 
and poverty the blessing of sleep 

He rose early the second morning, and resolved 
now to be happy He tliercfore fixed upon the gate 
of the palace an edict, importing, that whoever, 
dunng nine dajs, should appear in the presence of 
the king with a dejected countenance, or utter any 
expression of discontent or sorrow, should be driven 
for ever from tlie palace of Damb^a 

This eSict was immediately made known in every 
chamber of tlie court, and bower of the gardens 
Mirth was fnghted away, and they who were before 
dancing in the lawns, or singing in the shades, were 
sn 2 
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at once engaged in the caie of regulating their looks, 
that Scgcd might find his will punctually obeyed, and 
see none among them liable to banishment 

Seged now met evciy face settled in a smile; but 
a smile that betrayed solicitude, timidity, and con- 
stiaint He accosted his favouiitcs with familianty 
and softness , but they durst not speak without pre- 
meditation, lest they^shpuld be convicted of discon- 
tent or sorrow He pioposcd divcisions, to ^\hlch no 
objection was made, because objection Mould have 
implied uneasiness, but they wcic legaided vith in- 
difference by the courtieis, mIio had no othei desire 
than to signalize themselves by clamoious exultation. 
He offered vaiious topicks of conveisation, but ob- 
tained only foiced jests, and laboiioiis laughtci , and, 
after many attempts to animate his tiam to confi- 
dence and alaciity, ivas obliged to confess to himself 
the impotence of command, and lesign anotlier day 
to giief and disappointment. 

He at last leheved his companions from tlieir ter- 
lours, and shut himself up in his chambei to ascertain, 
by different measures, the felicity of the succeedmg 
days At length he thre%v himself on the bed, and 
closed his eyes, but imagined, m his sleep, that his 
palace and gardens were ovei whelmed by an inunda- 
tion, and waked Avitli all the teiiouis of a man stiug- 
gling in the water He composed himself again to 
rest, but was affrighted by an imaginai'y iriuption 
into his kingdom , and striving, as is usual in dreams, 
without ability to move, fancied himself betiayed to 
his enemies, and again started up Mith horrour and 
indignation. 

It ivas now day, and fear was so stiongly im- 
pressed on his mind, that he could sleep no more, 
2 He 
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He rose, but his thoughts were filled with the de- 
luge and invasion, nor was he able to disengage his 
attention, or mingle with vacancy and ease in any 
amusement At lengtli his perturhntion gave way to 
reason, and he resolved no longer to be harassed by 
visionary miseries , but, before tins resolution could 
be completed, half tlie day had elapsed He felt a 
new conviction of the uncertainty of human schemes, 
and could not forbear to bewail the weakness of that 
being, whose quiet was to be interrupted by vapours 
of the fancy Havmg been, first disturbed by a 
dream, he aftenvards grieved that a dream could 
disturb him He at last discovered that his terrours 
and gnef were equally vain, and that, to lose the 
present m lamenting the past, was voluntarily to pro- 
tract a melancholy vision Hie third day was now 
declining, and Segctl again resolved to be happy on 
the morrow 


Numb 20 a TotbDAa, ilfaic/i 3, 1752 


Volal amhguis 
Mohhs alts hora nec vllt 

Frccjlat velox foi tuna Jidem S c n e C a 

On ilckle wings the minutes baste 

And fortune s favours never Inst F Leu ib 


the fourtli mommg Seged rose early, refreshed 
with sleep, vigorous with health, and eager with 
eapectation He entered the garden, attended by the 
' B B 3 pnnees 
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piinccs and ladies of his court, and seeing nothing 
about him but any cheerfulness, began to say to Ins 
lieait, This day shall be a day of pleasuic ” The 
Sun played upon the water, the birds warbled in the 
gloves, tind the gales quivcicd among the blanches. 
He loved fiom W’alk to w'alk as chance directed him, 
and sometimes listened to the songs, sometimes 
mingled with the dancers, sometimes let loose Ins 
imamnation in flights of mciiiment; and sometimes 
litteied giave reflections, and sententious maxims, 
hnd feasted on the admiration wuth w'hicli they iverc 
leceived 

Thus the day rolled on, -without any accident of 
vexation, or inti usion of melancholy thoughts. All 
that beheld him caught gladness from his looks, and 
the sight of happiness confcried by himself filled Ins 
heai t with satisfaction . But having passed three hours 
in this haimless luxury, he -was alarmed on a sudden 
by an univeisal scream among the women, and turn- 
ing back, saw the whole assembly flying in confusion. 
A young crocodile had iisen out of the lalce, and was 
ranging the garden in wantonness ,or hunger. Seged 
beheld him wuth indignation, as a disturber of his 
felicity, and chased him back into the lake, but could 
not persuade his retinue to stay, or free then heaits 
fiom the ten our wdiich had seized upon them. The 
pimcesses inclosed themselves in the palace, and could 
j^et scaicely believe themselves in safety. Every at- 
tention was fixed upon the late danger and escape, 
and no mind w-as any longer at leisme for gay sallies 
or careless prattle 

Seged had now no othei employment than to con- 
template the innumerable casualties which lie m am- 
5 bush 
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bush on every side to intercept tlie happiness of^man, 
and break in upon the hour of delight and tranquil- 
lity He had, hoiiever, the’coiisolation of thinking, 
that he had not been now disappointed by lus 011 n 
fault, and that the accident 11 Inch hid blisted tlid 
hopes of the day might easily bo prevented by future 
caution I 

That he might provide for the pleasure of tlienovt 
morning he resoh cd to repeal his penal edict, since 
he had already found that discontent and melancholy 
11 ere not to be frighted an ay by the threats of autlio- 
ntj, and that Pleasure nould only reside where she 
was exempted from control He therefore invited 
all the eompanions of his retreat to unbounded plea 
santry, by proposing prizes for those who should, on 
the foUowmg day, distinguish themselves by any 
festive performances , the tables of the antechamber 
were covered mth gold and pcails, and robes and 
garlands decreed the renards of those who could 
rehne elegance or heighten pleasure > 

At this display of riches every eye immediately 
sparkled, and eveiy tongue nas busied m celebrating 
the bounty and magnificence of the emperor But 
when Seged entered, in hopes of uncommon enter- 
tainment from universal emulation, he found that any 
passion too strongly agitated, puts an end to that 
tranquillity which is necessary to mirth, and that the 
mmd that is to bo moved by the gentle ventilations 
of gayely, must be first smoothed by a total calm 
Whatever vve ardently wish to gam, we must, in the 
same degree, be afhud to lose, and fear and pleasure 
cannot dwell together 


BB 4 


All 



37(J THE RAMBLER. N“ 205. 

AU was now care and solicitude. Nothing was 
done or spoken but with so visible an endeavour at 
peifection, as always failed to delight, though it 
sometimes foiced admiration And Seged could not 
but observe with sorrow, that his prizes had more 
influence than himself As the evening approached, 
the contest grew more earnest, and those who were 
forced to allow themselves excelled, began to dis- 
cover the malignity of defeat, fiist by angry glances, 
and at last by contemptuous murmurs Seged like- 
wise shared the anxiety of the day, for, considering 
himself as obliged to distribute with exact justice the 
prizes which had been so zealously sought, he duist 
never lemit his attention, but passed his time upon the 
rack of doubt, in balancing different kinds of ment, 
and adjusting the claims of all the competitors 

At last, knowing that no exactness could satisfy 
those whose hopes he should disappoint, and thinking 
that, on a day set apart for happiness, it would be 
cruel to oppress any heart wdth sorrow', he declared 
that all had pleased him alike, and dismissed all wdth 
presents of equal value. 

Seged soon saw that his caution had not been able 
to avoid offence They who had believed them- 
selves secure of the highest prizes, were not pleased 
to be levelled with the crowd; and though, by the 
libeiahty of the king, they received more than his 
promise had entitled them to expect, they departed 
unsatisfied, because they were honoured with no 
distinction, and w'anted an oppoitumty to triumph 
in the mortification of their opponents. Behold 
“ here,” said Seged, “ the condition of him w'ho 
“ places his happiness in the happiness of others.” 

He 
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He then retired to meditate, and, «hile the courtiers 
tv ere repining at his distributions, saiv the fifth sun 
go dorni in discontent 

Tlie next dann rcneucd Ins resolution to bo 
happj But haring learned liorv little he could 
effect bj settled schemes or prepnratory measures, he 
thought It best to give up one daj entirely to chance, 
and left every one to plca'e and he pleased his own 
nay 

Tins relaxation of regularity diffused a general 
complacence through the nhole court, and the 
emperor imagined, tliat he Ind at last found the 
secret of obtaining an interval of felicity But as 
he was roving in this careless assembly ivitli equal 
carclesness, he overheard one of his courtiers in a 
close arbour murmunng alone “ 11 hat merit has 
" Seged above us, that vve should tlius fear and 
" obey Jiim, a man, whom, whatever he may have 
“ formerly performed. Ins luxury now shows to lave 
“ the same weakness witli ourselves This charge 
affected him the more, ns it ms uttered by one 
whom he had always observed among tlie most abject 
of his flatterers At first his indigintion prompted 
him to seventy , but reflecting that what was 
spoken, without intention to bo heard, was to be 
considered as only thought, and was, pci haps, but 
the sudden burst of cnsual and feinponry vexation, 
he invented some decent pretence to send Jinn away, 
that his retreat might not be tainted w ith the breath 
of envy, and, after the struggle of deliberation was 
past, and all desiie of revenge utterly suppressed, 
passed tlie evening not only with tranquilhtv, but 

triumph. 
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liiiimph, tliougli none but hiinsclf nas conscious of 
the victoiy. 

The jeinembiancc of his clemency cheered the 
beginning of the seventh day, and notlnng fiap- 
'jiened to distuib the plcasuic of Seged, till, looking 
on the tiee that shaded him, he lecollectcd, that 
under a tiee of the same kind he had passed the 
night after his defeat in the kingdom of Goiama, 
The leflection on his loss, his dishonour, and tlie 
miseries \v Inch his subjects sfiffeicd fiom the m\ader, 
filled him Mith sadness. At last he shook off the 
weight of soiron, and began to solace himself mth 
his usual pleasuics, ■when his tianquillity -was again 
disturbed by jealousies which the late contest for the 
prizes had produced, and nhich, having in vain tried 
to pacify them by pei suasion, he M'as foiced to silence 
by command. 

On the eighth morning /Sc«cr/ was anakened eaily 
by an unusual hurry in the apartments, and inquir- 
ing the cause, was told that the pnneess Balhis was 
seized with sickness He losc, and calling the pliy- 
sicians, found that they had little hope of hei reco- 
very . Here was an end of jollity , all his thoughts 
veie now upon his daughter, whose eyes he closed on 
the tenth day. 

Such w'eie the days which Seged of Ethiopia had 
appiopriated to a short respiration from the fatigues 
of 1' ar and the cares of governmenL This narrative 
he has bequeathed to future generations, that no man 
hereaiter may presume to say, “ This day shall be a 
“ day of happine&s.” 
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Vropoiltt nordan pudet, atgue eadem cst mens, 

Vt bona ibmma putes, abend vnere quadrd Jur 

But harden d by affronts, and still the same, 

Lost to all etise of honour and of fame 
J hou } ft cun St lov e to haunt the great man s board 
<Aiid think no eujif er good hut with a lord Boirtcs 


"V^HEN Diogenes was once nsVcil what kind 
of wino lie liked best he ansnered, “ lhat 
which IS drunk at the cost of others ’ 


1 bougli the character of Diogenes has net or ct- 
cited any general zeal of imitation, there arc many 
W’ho rcsfimble him in his taste of wane, many who 
are frugal, though not abstemious, wlio^c appetites, 
though too pon erful for reason, arc kept under re 
straint by aiance, and to aihom all delicaacs lose 
their flavour, when they cannot be obtaiiied but at 
their owai expense 

Nothing produces more singularity of manners 
and inconstancy of life, than the conflict of oppo 
site vices in the same mind He that uniformly 
pursues any purpose, whether good or bad, has a 
settled principle of action, and, as ho may always 
find associates who are travelling the same way, is 
countenanced by example, and sheltered in the 
multitude, but a man, actuated at once by different 

desires. 
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desires, must move in a diiection peculiar to liimself, 
and suffer that reproach nliich we aie naturally in- 
clined to bestow' on those who deviate fiom the rest 
of the world, even without inquiiing whether they 
are worse or bettci. 

Yet tins conflict of dcsiies sometimes produces 
wonderful effoits To not m fai -fetched dishes, 
or surfeit w’lth unexhausted vai iety, and yet practise 
the most rigid economy, is suiely an art v\hich may 
justly draw the eyes of mankind upon them whose 
industry or judgment has enabled them to attain it. 
To him, indeed, who is content to break open the 
chests, or moitgage the manors, of his ancestors, 
that he may hue the ministers of excess at the high- 
est price, gluttony is an easy science ; yet w’e often 
hear the votaiies of luxury boasting of the elegance 
which they ow e to the taste of others , relating w'lth 
raptuie the succession of dishes with which their 
cooks and caterei s supply them , and expecting their 
share of praise with the discoverers of aits and the 
civilizers of nations But to shoi ten the w ay to con- 
vivial happiness, by eating without cost, is a secret 
lutherto in few' hands, but which ceitainly descives 
the cuiiosity of tliosc w'hose piincipal employment is 
their dmner, and who see tlie sun rise with no other 
hope tlian that they shall fill their bellies before it 
sets. 

Of them that have within my knowledge at- 
tempted this scheme of happiness, the greater part 
have been immediately obliged to desist ; and some, 
whom their first attempts flatteied with success, weie 
reduced by degiees to a few tables, fiom w'hich they 

were 
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were at last chased to mate waj'for others, end 
having long habituated llieni'elves to superfluous 
plenty, growled away their latter jcar> in discon 
tented competence 

None entei tlie regions of lusury with higher ex 
pcctations tlian men of wit, who imagine, tint they 
sliall never want a welcome to that company wiiose 
ideas tliey can enlarge, or whose imaginations tlicy 
can elevaite, and believe themselves able to pay 
for their wine wath the mirth which it qualifies 
them to produce Eull of tins opinion, they 
crowd with little invitation, wherever the smell 
of a feast allures them, but are seldom encouraged 
to repeat their visits, being dreaded by the pert a« 
rivals, and hated by tlic dull as disturbers of the 
company 

No man has been so happy in gaming and keep 
ing the privilege of living at luxurious houses ns Gu- 
losuUis, who, after thirty years of continual lovcJry, 
has now established by uncontrov cried presci iption, 
his claim to partake of evciy cntcriamment, and 
whose presence they who aspire to the praise of a 
sumptuous table ato caicful to procure on a dav of 
importance, by sending tlic invitation a fortnight 
before. 

Gii/oiultis entered the woild vi ithout any eminent 
degree of merit , but was careful to frequent liouses 
where persons of rank rcsoilcd By being often seen, 
he became m time known and, fiom sitting 111 the 
same room, was suffered to mix m idle conversation, 
or assisted to fill up a vacant hour, when bcltu 
junusement was not readily to be liad Eiom thc 
I roflee 
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coffee-house he^^as sometimes taken away to dinner; 
and, as no man icfuses the acquaintance of him 
^vhom he sees admitted to familial ity by otlicis of 
equal dignity, m hen he had been met at a few tables, 
he Mith less difficulty found the way to inoic, till at 
last he was regularly expected to appear iilicicver 
piepaiations aie made for a feast, inthin llie circuit 
of his acquaintance. 

When he ivas thus by accident initiated in liixiir}*, 
he felt in himself no inclination to rctii e from a life 
of so much plcasuie, and tlicrefoie veiy seiioiisly 
considered how he might continue it Gi cat qualities, 
01 uncommon accomplishments, he did not find 
necessaiy, for he had alieady seen that mentiathcr 
enfoiccs respect than attiacts fondness, and as he 
thought no folly greater than that of losing a dinner 
for any other gratification, he often congiatiilatcd 
himself, that he had none of that disgusting excel- 
lence which impresses ane upon gieatncss, and con- 
demns its posscssois to the society of those nho aie 
wise or brai e, and indigent as themselves. 

Gulosuhis, having never allotted much of his time 
to books or meditation, had no opinion in philosophy 
or politicks, and vas not in dangci of injuring his 
inteiest by dogmatical positions, 01 violent contia- 
diction. If a dispute aiosc, he took care to listen 
with earnest attention , and, when eithei speaker giew 
■vehement and loud, turned towards him with eager 
<juickness, and uttered a shoit phrase of admiiation, 
as if suipiised by such cogency of aigumcnt as he 
had never known bcfoie. By this silent conces- 
siop, he geneially pieseived in either contiovertist 

such 
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such a conuction of his omi superiority, as m 
dined him rathei to pity thin irntate his adversary, 
and prevented tliosc outrages vvliicli are sometimes 
produced by the rage of defeat, or petulance of 
triumph 

Gulosuliis was neverembirrissed but when he was 
required to declare Ins sentiments before lie liad been 
able to discover to vvhicli side the master of tlie house 
inclined, for it nas his innnable rule to adopt tlio 
notions of those that muted him 

It will sometimes happen that the insolence of 
wealth breaks into coiiteniptuoii«ncss, or tlie turbu- 
lence of wine requires a vent, and Gtilosulus seldom 
fills of being singled out on such emergencies, as one 
on whom any cvperiment of ribaldry may be 'nfcly 
tried Sometimes his lordship finds himself inclined 
to evhibit a speamen of raillery for the diversion of 
his guests, and Gulostilus alvvijs supplies him with a 
aub/ect of meiTimcnt But he has learned to consider 
rudeness and indignities as famihirities that entitle 
him to greater freedom lie comforts himself, that 
those who treat and insult him ply for tiieir laughter, 
ind that he keeps his money w hilo they enjoy tlioic 
jest 

His chief policy consists in selecting some dish from 
cv ery course, ind recommending it to the company, 
with an air so decisive, that no one ventures to con 
tradict him By this practice ho acquiies at 1 feast 
a kind of dictatorial authority , his taste becomes tlie 
standard of pickles and seasoning and he is vene- 
rated by the piofessors of epicurism, as the only man 
w ho understands the niceues of cookeiy 


When 
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Whenever a new sauce is imported, or any inno- 
vation made in the cuhnaiy system, he procuies the 
earliest intelligence, and the most autlicritick receipt , 
and, by communicating Ins knowledge under proper 
injunctions of seciecy, gains a light of tasting his 
own dish whenever it is prepared, that he may tell 
whether his directions have been fully undei stood 

By tins method of life Gidosulius has so impiessed 
on his imagination the dignitj of feasting, tiiat he has 
no other topick of talk, 01 subject ’of meditation. 
His calendar is a bill of faie, he measuies the year by 
successive dainties The onl^ common-places of his 
memory aie his meals, and if you ask him at what 
time an event happened, _ he consideis whether he 
heard it after a dinner of tuibot 01 \enison. hie 
Imows, indeed, that those who value themsehes upon 
Sense, learning, or piety, speak of him w ith contempt ; 
but he consideis them as wi etches, envious or igno- 
rant, w'ho do not know his happiness, or wislr to 
supplant him; and dcclaies to his fi lends, tliat he 
is fully satisfied wuth his own conduct, since he has 
fed every day on twenty dishes, and jet doubled his 
estate. 
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Solve sene^centem mature t uus equum, ne 

Peccct ad extremun ndendus Hoiu 

The voice of renson cncs with < inning force 

Loose from the rapid c»r jour agtd horse 

Lest, in the race derided left behind 

He drag his jaded limbs and burst bi5 wind Fravcis 


gUCH IS the emptiness of humah enjojinont, that 
ne are alivajs impatient of tlic present Attain 
mentis folloned by neglect, and possession by diamist, 
and the malicious reraait of the Cf;cc/i epigrammatist 
on mamage may be applied to every other com so of 
life, that its tno days of happiness are the first and 
the 1 1 st 

Ten moments are more pleasing tlian tho^e in nhich 
the mind is concerting measures for a nen undertak- 
ing Erom the first hint that nakens the fancy till 
the hour of actu il execution, all is improvement md 
progress, tiiumph and felicity Every hour brings 
additions to the onginal scheme, suggests some new 
expedient to secure success, or discovers consequential 
advantages not hitherto foreseen While pieparations 
are made, and materials accumulated, day glides aftei 
■day thraugh elysian piospects, and the heart dances to 
the song of hope 

Such IS the pleasuie of projecting that many ton 
tent themselves nilh a succession of iisionary schemes, 
Vdi VI C c and 
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and wear out their allotted time in the calm amuse- 
ment of contining i\hat theyiio\ei attempt or hope 
to execute 

Olhcis, not able to feast their imagination with puic 
ideas, advance soincivhat ncaiei to tlie giossness of 
action, -nilh gicat diligence collect Mhatcvci is rcfjinsitc 
to then design, and, after a tliousand leseaiches and 
consultations, arc snatched away by death, as tlicy 
stand in piocmctu Maiting foi a piopci oppoitunity to 
begin 

It theie Meie no other end of life, than 4o find 
some adequate solace for e\eiy day, I Know not 
whcthei any condition could be piefcncd to that of 
the man who involves himself in his own thoughts, 
and nexei sufieis experience to sho\v him the %anity 
of speculation, foi no soonci aie notions 1 educed 
to piacticc, than tianquilhly and confidence foi sake 
the'brea'^t, cveiy day bi mgs its task, and often with- 
out bunging abilities to peifoim it difficulties cm- 
baiiass, unceitainty perplexes, opposition retaids, 
censuie exasperates, 01 neglect depi esses AVc pio- 
ceed because we have begun, we complete oui de- 
sign that the labour alieady spent may not be vain 
but, as expectation gradually dies away, the gay smile 
of alaciity disappcais, we are compelled to imploie 
seveier poweis, and tiust the event to patience and 
constancy 

When once our laboui has begun, the comfort that 
enables us to enduie it is the piospect of its end, foi 
though in every long woik theie aie some joyous 
intervals of self-applause, w'hen the attention is le- 
created by unexpected facility, and the imagination 
soothed by incidental excellencies, yet the toil with 
3 which 
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nlndi ptrfomnncc slrugjcb after ic)cn, <o irl ‘■omj. 
rnd (li«pi'luu and «u faqutut is the nccc mIn ot 
rcjjlmg !>clo« tint perfection which «c inn^incd Mitliin 
our icicJi, that ildom in in in otmnns mort from In 
tntlci\our tiini a pimfitl comiciion of hb ilcfecls 
and a coutiinud r iisi,it\iion ot duircs wlucli lit feels 
him'-clf un ib'c to p'atih 

bo c'triunl) Is w earn us iht mncointint of our 
undert il ni^ , that t\tr\ nun in ulututr he is (ii 
Imaged, con oles Inin ell wuh iht hope ol clun^t, it 
he hi3 nude his miin In n nhitu to puhlnh (nip!o\ 
incnl, he talks 111110114 hn Imnd-* of tlit deh^hl of 
Rircil il, In the neet« in of ohMr\ ajiplicaliuii he 
Is <ccludcel trrmi tit woihl he Inun withalKiiing 
heart to distant no; t » Jui« to imnjt with Iniiii, 
IkiUj.*, nmi r ohi » to tile lure iltir his till of dtur 
jSioiiH or dnpln Ins ahllllle^ on the nnivir^al the itrc» 
and enjoj the tdca5urc of distinetiori and iipidiuHt 

I scr) dc ire Iiuutstr iniiouni, f.ri>as daiuerous, 
iLS h) 10114 nuluUencc it beeoints a cuidanl in the 
niiiui Mheii we lane hern inneh neciMouied to 
con ider am Ihin^ as capihit of pvin^ hipjnnet*?, 
It IS not cas> to re>-iniin our ardour, or to torbear 
oiiic preciintatiun in our admnccs, and irrc^uliinty 
III our pursuits Jit that has culttiaie^il iht tree, 
watched tlie suellini, bud and o{ieiuiu blo'^som, and 
pleased Inn elf with coiiipiiiiii^ how nuieh tvirv son 
and shower add to ii> f,rowtli, ‘•circel^ 4ta>i> till llit 
fruit has obtained its miliint), but dele^its his own 
cares hy eogeniess to rcwnrtl them When wc hut 
diligently labouic'd foi any purport, wc art willing 
to believe that wc Jiaie utiumed it, and, because we 
CC2 lm\t 
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have already done much, too suddenly conclude that 
no moie is to be done. 

All attraction is increased by the approach of the 
atti acting body We never find ourselves so desirous 
to finish, as in the latter part of our work, or so im- 
patient of delay, as when we know that delay cannot 
be long Thus unseasonable importunity of discontent 
may be paitly imputed to languoi and weaiiness, 
which must always oppress those more whose toil has 
been longer continued; but the gi eater pait usually 
proceeds from fiequent contemplation of that ease 
which is now considered as within reach, and which, 
when it has once fiattered our hopes, w^e cannot suffer 
to be withheld 

In some of the noblest compositions of wit, the con- 
clusion falls below the vigour and spirit of the first 
books ; and as a genius is not to be degraded by the 
imputation of human failings, the cause of this de- 
clension is commonly sought m the sti'ucture of the 
work, and plausible reasono are given why m the 
defective part less ornament was necessaiy, or less 
could be admitted But, peihaps, the author would 
have confessed, that his fancy n as tired, and his per- 
severance bioken, that he knew his design to be un- 
finished, but that, when he saw the end so near, he 
could no longer refuse to be at lest 

Against the instillations of this fiigid opiate, the 
heait should be secuied by all the considerations 
which once concurred to kindle the ardour of enter- 
prise. Whatever motive fiist incited action, has still 
greater force to stimulate perseveiance , since he that 
might have lain still at first m blameless obscurity, 

cannot 
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cannot aftenvards desist but ivith infamj and icproach 
He, whom a doubtful promise of distant good could 
encourage to set difficulties at defiance, ought not to 
remit Ins rigour, nhen he lias almost obtained his 
recompense To faint or loiter, nhen only the last 
efforts are required, is to steer the ship through tem- 
pests, and abandon it to the uinds in sight of land, it 
IS to break the ground and scatter the seed, and at last 
to neglect the harvest 

The masters of rhctorick direct, that the most for- 
cible arguments be produced in the latter part of an 
oration, lest they should be effaced or perplexed by 
supervenient images Tins precept may bo justly ex- 
tended to the senes of life Nothing is ended Hith 
honour, iihicli does not conclude bettci than it began 
It 13 not sufficient to maintain the first vigour, for 
excellence loses its effect upon the mind by custom, 
as light after a time ceases to dazzle Admiration 
must bo continued by that noi city nhich first produced 
It, and hon much soever la given, there must alnays 
be reason to imagine that more remains 

We not only arc most sensible of the last impics- 
sions, but such is the unnilhngncss of mani ind to 
admit transcendent merit, that, though it be difficult 
to obliterate the reproach of miscarriages by any sub 
sequent achievement, liOHCvci illustrious, yet the re 
putation raised by a long train of success may be 
finally ruined by a single failuie, for weakness or 
errour mil be alnays remembered by that malice and 
envy which it gratifies 

Tor the pievcntion of that disgrace, which lassitude 
and negligence may bung at last upon the greatest 
performances, it is necessary to proportion carefully 
c c 3 our 
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our labour to our strength. If the design compiises 
many paits, equally essential, and thcicfore not to be 
sepal ated, the only time foi caution is before u c en- 
gage, the poueis of the mind must be llicn impar- 
tially estimated, and it must be lemembeicd that, not 
to complete the plan, is not to have begun it, and 
that nothing is done. Awhile an}^ thing is omitted 

But, if the task consists in the icpetition of single 
acts, no one of uhich derives its efficacy fiom the 
rest, It may be attempted with less scruple, because 
there is aluays oppoitunity to 1 cheat with honour 
The dangei is only, lest a\c expect fiom the woild the 
indulgence with which most aie disposed to tieat 
themselves, and in the hour of listlcsness imafiine, 
that the diligence of one day will atone for the idleness 
of another, and that applause begun by appiobatioii 
will be continued by habit 

He that is himself iieaiy amII soon wcaiy the pub- 
lick Let him therefoie lay down his employment, 
whatever it be, Avho can no longci exert his foimer 
activity or attention, let him not endeavour to stiugglc" 
Avith censure, or obstinately infest the stage till g, 
general hiss commands him to depart. 
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ii(a. X«T©- yw T» /* *i> utu X *“ ec^bfot 

0 X, *'/*•* T If « /* rifXfA tCi 

£7; (A6i Tftffiuft c S arec^iOft 1 

Ob'^it ra T a i^tcu aa^x >1 DfOC LtERT 

Begone \ e bloclcheads JIfrachtus cnct 
>ind Jea;e my labours to tbe /earnd ^nd wise 
By wit by knowledge studious to br read 

1 scorn the multitude, a)i\e and dead 

uhlch puts nn end to all human pleasures 
and sorrows bos likewise concluded tlie labours 
ofthell\MBLER Having supported, for tno years 
the mMOus employment of a penodical unter, and 
inultiphed rny cs<a>s to upwards of two hundred, I 
liave now determined to desist 

The reasons of this resolution it is of little import 
ance to declare, since justification is unnecessary when 
no objection IS made I am tar fi om supposing, that 
the cessation of my perforinances will raise any m 
quiry, for I have never been much a favounte of the 
pubhek, nor can boast that, in the progress of my 
undertaking, I have been animated by the rewards of 
the liberal, the caresses of tlie great, or the praises of 
the eminent 

But I have no design to gratify pride by submission, 
or malice by lamentation , nor think it reasonable to 
complain of neglect from those whose regard I never 
solicited If I have not been distinguished by the 

distributors 
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distributors of Jitciaiy bonoins, I liavc seldom de- 
scended to the ai ts by lUiich lavoiir is obtained I 
have seen the mctcois of fashion use and fall, \u”thout 
any attempt to add a moment to then duiation I 
have never complied with tcmpoiaiy cuiiosity, nor 
enabled my leadeis to discuss the topick of the da} ; 
I have rarely exemplified my assci lions by living 
ehaiacteis ; in my papcis, no man could look for 
censures of his enemies, or piaiscs of himself; and 
tliey only nere expected to pcuisc them, rvhose pas- 
sions left them leisuie foi absti acted tiuth, and Mhom 
virtue could please by its naked dignity. 

To some, houe\er, I am indebted for encourage- 
ment, and to others foi assistance The number of 
my friends n as never great, but they have been such 
as Odld not suffer me to think that 1 11 as 11 ritmg nr 
rain, and I did not feel much dejection fiom the want 
of populai ity. 

My obligations having not been frequent, my ac- 
inoii kdgments may be soon despatched,. I can re- 
store tD all my correspondents their pi eductions, iiitli 
little diminution of the bulk of my volumes, though 
not without the loss of some pieces to ivhich pai ticular 
honours have been paid 

The'paits fioin 11 Inch I claim no other piaise than 
that of baling giicn them an oppoitunity of appealing, 
aie the foTii billets lu the tenth paper, the second 
letter in the fifteenth, the thn tictb, the foi ty-fourth, 
the ninety- seventh, and the hundreth papeis, and the 
second letter m the hundreth and seventh 

Having thus depiived myself of many excuses 
iihich candour might have admitted for the inequa- 
lity of my compositions, being no longei able to allege 
3 the 
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the necessity of gntifjing coi respondents, the im 
portunity iiith iiliich publicition iias solicited, oi 
obstinacy ivitli nbicli coirection ivns icjectcd, I must 
remain accountable for all my faults, nnd submit, 
Mithout subteifuge to the ceiisuics of criticism 
ivhicli, lioiieier, I shall not endeavom to soften by 
a forma] deprecation, or to overbeir by the influence 
•of a patron The supplications of an author never 
jet reprieved linn a moment from oblivion and, 
though greatness has sometimes shcltcicd guilt, it can 
afford no protection to ignorance or dulncss Having 
hitherto attempted only the propagation of tiuth, I 
will not at last violate it hj tlie confession of tcrrouis 
which I do not feel, having laboured to maint-nn the 
dignity of virtue, I mil not now degrade it by the 
meanness of dedication 

The seeming vanity vvitli which I have sometimes 
spohen of myself, vronld peihaps rcquiic an apology, 
were it not extenuated by the oxaniplo of those who 
have published essajs htfoie me and by the piivilcgc 
which every nameless vi liter has been Intherto allowed 

A mask,” sajs Castiglwnc, “ coniers a light of act- 
“ ing and speaking with less restraint, even v hen the 
” wearer happens to be I non n He that is discovciod 
vvitliout Ins oiin consent, may claim some indulgence 
and cannot be rigorously called to jurtitj tho„c s vllios 
or froheks which his disguise must prove him desnous 
to conceal 

But I have been cautious lest this offence should 
be frequently or grossly comimtteJ , for, as one of 
the philosophers directs us to live with a fiiend, as 
with one tliat is some tune to become an enemy, I 
Jiave always tliouglit it the duty ot an anoinii ous 

autlioi 
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author to wiitc, as if he expected to be hcieaflcr 
kno\\ n. 

I am billing to flatter my<:clf uitli hopes that, by 
collecting these papers I am not ])!epainui, foi my 
fuluie life, eilhei shame 01 icpcntame 'j'lmt all me 
happily imagined, 01 accuiatcK poli'^hcd, that the 
same sentimcnls ha\c not sonieliincs iccuircd, 01 the 
same expiessions been loo ficqnenll} lepcaled, I have 
not confidence in my abilities siiflicient to nan ant. 
He that condemns liinibcif to compose on a staled 
day, will often bung to his task an attention di^'^i- 
pated, a memoiy cmbaiia^^scd, an nnaizination o\ci- 
whelniccl, a mind distiacted with anxietic:;, a body 
lansuishmo; with disease He will lahoin on a bniicn 
topick, till It IS too late to change it , 01, m the aidoui 
of invention, diftuse his thoughts into w ild exubci ance, 
which the piessing hoiu of publication cannot sufiei 
judgment to examine 01 1 educe 

Whatevei shall be the final sentence of mankind, I 
have at least cndcavouicd to desene then kindness I 
have labouied to lefinc oui lan2uagc to "rammatieal 
puiity, and to clcai it fiom colloquial baibaiisnis, 
licentious idioms, and iiicgulai combinations Some- 
thing. pel haps, Iha\eadded to the elegance of its 
consti Liction, and something to the hauiiony of its 
cadence. AVhen common woids weic less pleasing 
to the eai, 01 less distinct in then signification, I 
have familial ized the teims of philosophy, by appl3ing 
them to populai ideas, but have laicly admitted any 
word not authoiized by foimer writcis, for I believe 
that w’hoe\er know’s the Englak tongue 111 its piesent 
extent, wall be able to cxpiess his thoughts without - 
fmthei help fiom othei nations. 


As 



N 208 THE RAMBLER 39 ^ 

As it has been my principal design to inculcate 
^\isdom or piety, I have allotted fei\ papers to the idl^ 
sports of imayn ition Some, pcihap*?, may be found, 
of u Inch the highest excellence is Inrmlcs*^ memincnt , 
but seal cel) any man is so steadily serious as not to 
complain, that the seventy of dictatornl instruction 
Ins been too seldom relieved, and tint he is driven bjj 
the stenniess of the Ramblers philosophy to mor^ 
cheerful and airy companions 1 

Next to the excursions of fancy are the disquisitions 
of criticism, ^vhich, in my opinion, is only to be ranked 
among the subordinate and instrumental arts Arbi 
tmry decision and gencml exclamation I have carefully 
avoided, bj asserting nothing without n leason, and 
establishing all my principles of judgment on unaltci- 
ablc and evident truth 

In the pictures of life I Iiavc never been so studious 
of novelty or surprise, ns to depart wliolly from all 
resemblance, a fault winch writers deservedly ccle 
brated ficquentlj commit, that they may rai«e as the 
occasion requires, citlier mirth or abhorience Some 
enlargement maj be allowed to declamation, and some 
exaggeration to burlesque, but as they deviate farther 
from reality, they become less useful, because their 
lessons will fail of application The mind of the leader 
is earned awa/fiom the contemplation of his own 
manners, he finds in himself no likeness to the phan 
tom before him , and, though be laughs or rages, is 
not reformed 

The essays professedly senous, if I have been able 
to execute my own intentions, wall be found exactly 
'Conformable to the precepts of Chnstianity, without 
any accommodation to tlie licentiousness and levity 

of 
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of the present age. I theiefoie look back on this part 
of my work with pleasuie, nhich no blame 01 piaise 
of man shall dimmish 01 augnmnt I shall never envy 
the honouis which wit and learning obtain in any other 
cause, if I can be numbcicd among the wiitcis v\ho 
have given aidoar to viitue, and confidence to truth 


Avruv iy. tlr) ayoiC^, 

Celestial pow’] s' that pictj regard, 

Fiom You ray labouis \\ait their last reward. 


END OF THE SIXTH VOLU’UE. 


Xoadoa T'rinletl by Luke Ilan-sirtl & Soils;, 
near Lincoln s-Inu Fields 




